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FOR INFORMATION OF UNITED NATIONS SECRETARIAT ONLY

22 May 1967

PRESS BRIEFING BY PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF ISRAEL

Gideon Rafael, Permanent Representative of Israel in an opening statement

said: "I had this morning a substantive and lengthy conversation with the

Secretary-General before his departure for Cairo. I brought to his attention

the views of Israel in this crisis caused by continuous Syrian provocations,

the expulsion of UNEF and the massing of Egyptian forces on the Israeli border.

I reiterated Israel's desire for a restoration of peaceful conditions on its

border and in the area, its desire for non-belligerence and that no hostile acts

were undertaken against Israel. At the same time I stressed Israel's right to

exercise self-defence against any aggressive action carried out against it."

In reply to questions, he said the only Security Council action he was con-

templating in the next 2^ hours was to submit a letter replying to an earlier

letter by Syria. The question of an invitation to the Secretary-General to go

to Israel had not come up because the Secretary-General had already said he was

going to Cairo.

Asked if fortification of the area around the Gulf of Aqaba would be regarded

as a hostile move, he said he did not wish to go into details.

Asked how serious the situation was, he said "it is serious".

To a question on whether Israel would allow a United Nations peace force on

its territory, Mr. Rafael said he did not see the purpose since Israel was not

threatening anybody and no terrorist gangs were going from Israeli territory into

Arab countries. There had already been a peace force which had done good work,

but it had been expelled not by Israel. This expulsion indicated that President

Nasser had certain designs. The eviction after 10 years of good work had created

an ominous situation. The question of where UNEF had been stationed in the past —

on Israel or United Arab Republic soil ~ had nothing to do with the fact that its

expulsion now created an ominous situation.
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Regarding a reactivation of the Egyptian-Israeli Mixed Armistice Commission

(EIMAC) and its stationing on Israeli territory, he said this matter had not been

discussed with the Secretary-General today. When pressed, he said he had not gone

into this question and would not go into it. Asked if he preferred the diplomacy

of the Secretary-General or action by the Security Council, he said Israel favoured

all efforts which were constructive, objective and impartial to remove the present

crisis.

The following exchange took place at the end of the briefing:

A correspondent:"Do you think the Secretary-General was hasty in removing UNEF?"

Mr. Rafael: "Did I say that?"

The correspondent: "But do you think he was hasty?"

Mr. Rafael: "Did I say so?"

The correspondent: "Wo."

Mr. Rafael: "All right then."
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