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Note to the Secretary-General

UPDATE ON THE MIDDLE EAST

d

APR I I 2002

OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

1. Attached please find an upjdate_from UNSCO on the latest developments in the
West Bank?

2. You will note that, despite explicit Israeli assurances yesterday, the IDF continues
to deny the UN^h^manitm In some

lnstances~djplomatic immimkieA^eJieJngjdo.lated. The situation in Jenin is very
worrying with Palestinian casualty estimates being pul^s_MglLag_50Q andLthousands
being displaced. The physical damage is believed to be extensive.

3. The QuarteJjMement^^e^jweljjeceiyedbjyJPjilestinian officials. Arafat, who
met withTseveral of his advisors (a UN staff member accompanied them into the
compound), is pledging full cooperation with Secretary Powell's mission. Conditions
within his compound are clearly very bad._ Arafat's; advisors; are continuing
"constructive" discussions with Zinni on his bridging proposals.

Kieran Prendergast
11 April 2002

cc: Deputy Secretary-General
Mr. Riza
Mr. Guehenno
Mr. Oshima



UNSCO
Update on Middle East Developments

11 April 2002

1. Israel continues its military operations in West Bank cities under PA jurisdiction.
The IDF has redeployed its forces out of a number of Palestinian towns, including Salfit
and Tubas, but has expanded operations elsewhere, this morning reoccupying the
university town of Bir Zeit, north of Ramallah. Israeli forces continue to occupy the
cities of Jenin, Nablus, Ramallah, and Bethlehem, where they have imposed strict
curfews and are conducting search and arrest operations. The Church of the Nativity in
Bethlehem and Arafat's compound in Ramallah (at which the IDF directed tank fire
yesterday afternoon) are still under siege. Other Palestinian cities remain under tight
closure. According to the Israeli human rights organization B'tselem, thousands of
Palestinians have been arrested and are being held in detention under "harsh holding
conditions".

2. On Wednesday, following the deaths of at least 14 IDF soldiers in the Jenin camp,
the IDF shifted tactics from house-to-house searches to bombardment with tanks and
missiles. The IDF also used armoured bulldozers, supported by tanks, to demolish
portions of the camp. Late Wednesday night, the last group of Palestinian fighters in the
camp surrendered to Israeli forces.

3. The IDF continues to deny UN officials, humanitarian organizations, and
journalists access to Jenin camp, though ICRC and UNRWA continue to press for
clearance to provide relief and evacuate the wounded. This morning, senior UN staff,
together with World Bank and Norwegian officials, led the first international mission into
Jenin to assess damage in the camp. Despite prior assurances by the IDF, they too have
been denied access. (The IDF claims that they are restricting access because of the threat
of booby traps.) Moreover, in clear violation of Israel's international legal obligations,
IDF soldiers searched the diplomatic vehicles involved in the mission and confiscated all
cameras.

4. The restrictions on access are raising profound fears about what has transpired in
the camp. UN staff in Jenin were told that between 30% and 60% of the camp's 11,000
residents remain inside and that their water supplies are depleted. They were also told
that demolition operations are continuing and that a significant number of people may be
buried under the rubble. Although Palestinian casualty figures remain unavailable,
estimates range from 200 to 500 deaths, and reports indicate that a number of civilians
uninvolved in the fighting are among the dead. UN staff also received reports - as yet
unverified - that bulldozers are putting large numbers of bodies into pits.

5. In the city of Jenin, UN staff report profound destruction to physical
infrastructure. In addition, thousands of refugees who fled from the camp are stranded
homeless and traumatized. Strict curfews have blocked the provision of aid to these
persons, many of whom lack shelter or water. A number of city residents expressed
desperation about what is happening in the refugee camp, and rumours of atrocities are



rampant. Because the camp's electricity has been cut, and telephone batteries have
expired, there has been little opportunity to confirm or deny these rumours.

6. Yesterday, with the facilitation of UN, US and Norwegian officials, advisors to
Chairman Arafat - Abu Mazen, Saeb Erekat, Mohammad Dahlan, and Yasser Abed
Rabbo - were permitted to cross Israeli lines to meet with him at his compound in
Ramallah. A UN staff member and the Norwegian Consul-General accompanied the
advisors into the compound. They reported that Arafat expressed his intention to
facilitate Powell's mission to the greatest extent possible and that Palestinian officials
regarded the Quartet's statement as a positive contribution, one official noting that it set
out a good "roadmap" for progress.

7. UN staff also report that much of Arafat's compound has been destroyed and that
the living conditions are increasingly dire for the Palestinian officials and security
officers, as well as the foreign peace activists, gathered there. They expressed particular
concern about the lack of water in the compound, which is creating hygiene problems.
US consular officials told the UN this morning that the IDF has denied the request to
switch on the water supply. In addition, the IDF has jammed telephone calls to and from
the compound, making communications exceptionally difficult.

8. UN also provided logistical support yesterday to facilitate a meeting in Jerusalem
between General Zinni and three of Arafat's advisors. Both Palestinian and US officials
reported that the meeting was constructive. The Palestinians presented a number of
reservations to General Zinni's bridging proposals. Zinni responded that the reservations
were reasonable and that he would try to address the Palestinians' concerns. At the
request of the United States, the Israeli Government has given permission for a second
meeting between Arafat and his four advisors at Arafat's compound tomorrow morning.
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1. Attached please find an update from UNSCO on the latest developments in the
West Bank.

2. You will note that, despite explicit Israeli assurances yesterday, the IDF continues
to deny the UN, humanitarian organizations and the media access to Jenin camp. In some
instances diplomatic immunities are being violated. The situation in Jenin is very
worrying with Palestinian casualty estimates being put as high as 500 and thousands
being displaced. The physical damage is believed to be extensive.

3. The Quartet statement has been well received by Palestinian officials. Arafat, who
met with several of his advisors (a UN staff member accompanied them into the
compound), is pledging full cooperation with Secretary Powell's mission. Conditions
within his compound are clearly very bad. Arafat's advisors are continuing
"constructive" discussions with Zinni on his bridging proposals.
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1. Israel continues its military operations in West Bank cities under PA jurisdiction.
The IDF has redeployed its forces out of a number of Palestinian towns, including Salfit
and Tubas, but has expanded operations elsewhere, this morning reoccupying the
university town of Bir Zeit, north of Ramallah. Israeli forces continue to occupy the
cities of Jenin, Nablus, Ramallah, and Bethlehem, where they have imposed strict
curfews and are conducting search and arrest operations. The Church of the Nativity in
Bethlehem and Arafat's compound in Ramallah (at which the IDF directed tank fire
yesterday afternoon) are still under siege. Other Palestinian cities remain under tight
closure. According to the Israeli human rights organization B'tselem, thousands of
Palestinians have been arrested and are being held in detention under "harsh holding
conditions".

2. On Wednesday, following the deaths of at least 14 IDF soldiers in the Jenin camp, j
the IDF shifted tactics from house-to-house searches to bombardment with tanks and

^missiles. The IDF also used armoured bulldozers, supported by tanks, to demolish
portions of the camp. Late Wednesday night, the last group of Palestinian fighters in the
camp surrendered to Israeli forces.

3. The IDF continues to deny UN officials, humanitarian organizations, and
journalists access to Jenin camp, though ICRC and UNRWA continue to press for
clearance to provide relief and evacuate the wounded. This morning, senior UN staff,
together with World Bank and Norwegian officials, led the first international mission into
Jenin to assess damage in the camp. Despite prior assurances by the IDF, they too have
be,en denied access. (The IDF claims that they are restricting access because of the threat
of booby traps.) Moreover, in clear violation of Israel's international legal obligations,
IDF soldiers searched the diplomatic vehicles involved in the mission and confiscated all
cameras.

4. The restrictions on access are raising profound fears about what has transpired in
the camp. UN staff in Jenin were told that between 30% and 60% of the camp's 11,000
residents remain inside and that their water supplies are depleted. They were also told
that demolition operations are continuing and that a significant number of people may be
buried under the rubble. Although Palestinian casualty figures remain unavailable,
estimates range from 200 to 500 deaths, and reports indicate that a number of civilians
uninvolved in the fighting are among the dead. UN staff also received reports - as yet
unverified - that bulldozers are putting large numbers of bodies into pits.

5. In the city of Jenin, UN staff report profound destruction to physical |J
infrastructure. In addition, thousands of refugees who fled from the camp are stranded ''
homeless and traumatized. Strict curfews have blocked the provision of aid to these
persons, many of whom lack shelter or water. A number of city residents expressed
desperation about what is happening in the refugee camp, and rumours of atrocities are
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rampant. Because the camp's electricity has been cut, and telephone batteries have
expired, there has been little opportunity to confirm or deny these rumours.

6. Yesterday, with the facilitation of UN, US and Norwegian officials, advisors to _.
Chairman Arafat - Abu Mazen, Saeb Erekat, Mohammad Dahlan. and Yasser Abed
Rabbo - were permitted to cross Israeli lines to meet with him at his compound in
Ramallah. A UN staff member and the Norwegian Consul-General accompanied the
advisors into the compound. They reported that Arafat expressed his intention to
facilitate Powell's mission to the greatest extent possible and that Palestinian officials
regarded the Quartet's statement as a positive contribution, one official noting that it set
out a good "roadmap" for progress.

7. UN staff also report that much of Arafat's compound has been destroyed and that, |
the living conditions are increasingly dire for the Palestinian officials and security /.
jfficers, as well as the foreign peace activists, gathered there. They expressed particular
concern about the lack of water in the compound, which is creating hygiene problems.
US consular officials told the UN this morning that the IDF has denied the request to
switch on the water supply. In addition, the IDF has jammed telephone calls to and from
the compound, making communications exceptionally difficult.

8. UN also provided logistical support yesterday to facilitate a meeting in Jerusalem
between"5eneral Zinm and three of ArafatJs advisors. Both Palestinian and US officials

_reported that the meeting was constructive. The Palestinians presented a number of
reservations to General Zinni's bridging proposals. Zinni responded that the reservations
were reasonable and that he would try to address the Palestinians' concerns. At the
request of the United States, the Israeli Government has given permission for a second
meeting between Arafat and his four advisors at Arafat's compound tomorrow morning.




