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III WARTIME CHANGES AND POSTWAR NEEDS
DISRUPTION OF THE ECONOMY
(1) Collapse of International Trade. Exports have practically ceased. The
cultivated area has fallen to 12,000,000 acres. Immigrant groups heve been
economicelly ruined. The standard of living of the Burman agriculturelists,
low before, has been further reduced. There nas becn no importation of

cotton piece-goods or yarn for weaving, or of earthenware or hardware, or
of medical supplies, since 1941.

(2) Wiar Damage. Extensive domoge was done to trade and private stocks dur-
ing the British evacuation Jn 1942 by the destruction of warehouses, bazears,

stores and workshops, mills and refineries. Since ther, Burma has suffercd
continued and wideapread air attecks.

f v

half of Burma's prowar trade was with India. The cessation of Burma's rice
exports was the princkpal couse of tne famine in Bengal in 1943. The rapid
rehabilitation of Burma's agricultur:s is therefore of vital importence to
other countries, and especially to India.

(3) Importance of Burma's Feonomic Collapse to Other Countries. About
4
ke

B. DISPLACED PERSONS AND THEIR WELFARE

fL) Number and Condition of Evacuees. Nearly one-third of the Indian commu-
ity in Burma fled to India by sea or through the mountains in 1942. At a
af:fl’l evocuees! census at the end of 1943, some 394,000 evacueecs from Burma
were cnumernted in India. This census wes incomplete, and the totel number
of displaced Burmese Indians snd other evacuees in India mpy amount to nearly
500,000. Of these, about three-quarters are males end one-quarter females.
“bout 5,000 children have become corphang, either durirg or since the evacua-
tion, and it may be assumed that their families in Bwrma, if still living,
will be too impoverished to cere for them. Between the evacuation and the
end of 1943, 14,000 children hod been born. Unsttached women are said to
sonstitute o specisl problem among the cvacuee population. Assistence in
verious forms - monthly allowenccs, speciel allowances, and cepital advances -
was belng given to 40,000 evacueces by Indinn provincial znd state govern-
ments in April 1944.

{2) Repatriation. In planning for repatriation, several principal problems
have emerged, These include:

(a) The right of all persons normally domiciled in Burma to return
to the country of Lheir UJhlLllu,

() The possibility of crgenizing return on & quots basis with
oriority for those who would play the most sctive part in re-
nabilitating Buruese commercs;

(e} The possibility of filtering repatriated porsons t iraugh
dispersal centers, .nd of housing scme of them for several
menths in semi-permenent camps where welfare services would
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To page 1, line 4 up (I ¢ (1), THE NATIVE FEOPLES) addj

There was e substantiel number of Burmese Christ ians, and, amongst them, the

Karens, who had been Christians for about gixty years, m e*ly belonging
to the Baptist Church; the Karen women made excellont nurscs and schooltoachorse

¢ 8 (I Cc (2), IMMIGRANT RACES) adds

A substenticl number of Americans were cmployed as enginccrs and techniec

personncl in the verious oil ficlds in Durma. It is belicved that practically

ell r*i‘ t‘n-;m were ovocunted upen the invasion of Burmne Bosidos, there wore a
& L)

certain number of ;.r.-"“w‘c:. 1issionarics throughout Burme, and in the Judson
Cell 5; in Rangoon ~ had e numbcr of Americen profossors ond lceturcrse

To puge 4, line & (II B, INFORMATION, ADVICE AND COUNSELLI! 1G) adds
(1) Prisoncrt's ,.1r1 Sociotys This functioned in Rengoon under the guidan
with the help of onc of the Honorabls Judges of the High f‘o-:rt' it coneo
itself with the welfarc and rchabilitation of prisoncrs after thoir rolo
elonged to the educctod classes; it ul.'au helped in

court in the city of Rangoon, with o

r -

ned probetion officors, both mon

ottached to this

This veluntary agoncy was "non~communcl® in chare cter,
of the Lord "i"l"\y of Rangoon, loading offieicls, cnd
"-111" ary workors rescucd unforturmnte women ond t]zrls

bilitcte thomsclwves,

To poge 4, linc 11 (II D, ASSIST/NCT OTHEIR THAN IN CASH) adds

In Rangoen, the Ramkrishne Mission ”<:,spitrl clsc rendored uscful sorvicos this
was . pur l valuster: © rgonization and hed both on n inepetiont end outepetiont
depertment; it had abo 11. 500 beds :.:;‘. on 4N EVeragoe Lou“ ?OOO fut-pclti»“ts
were trw..u f.! cach deye There wns another disg Muslim Free
Dispensery, but it too wos "nonecommuncl" and gove o tance to almost 6500
peraons dailye

11 up (II E, BMDRGIICY SHELTER) adds
'l:‘.- villz.f'r_:;s and towns throughout Burme have always boen used

ople could find accommodation and food in times &f SMCrgency,
chis wr.s avelled of during the invasion of Burmea,
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