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Dear Sture, 

I enclose three copies of a transcript of 

an interview with a Katanga mercenary by Anne 

Ashe of the lt:BC . The copies are intended ) ,~ ~ 

for yourself, General Maceoin and Mr. Rolz- \~ '.'fe.l, _ b"-
Bennett. -

Mr. Sture Linner 
Officer- in-Charge 
ONUC 
Leopoldville 

Yours sincerely, 

Ralph J. Bunche 
Under-Secretary 



Mr. LINNER 

MERCENARY: N-:.io We were supposed. to be gendarmes, you kn0v1, but everybody 
knew what it was o.buuto I was n.)t in the first lot to go, t· ere ,-mre some who had 
gone before a.nd news -was sent back from them, and we asked their relatives and 
-we know what we were doing, you lmo'Wo So I knew lffle.t it was abouto They told me 
what the terms were - .Z.110 e. mont,h basic, and 1n all this, with all the other 
extra.a ---

Miss l\SnE: £110 a mont.:trl 

MERCEN.l\RY: Yes, t.ha,i; was tbe basic Ji,."'1:Y an'1 then of' course you got extras e.s 
well as ·l.bnt1 on t0p of tha.to It 0 s o.ll put in t.he bank - I used to send. my wages 
to South Afr-lea, all f1S3" "Wages, so that when I came out uf the army it was all 
waiting 'tor too in tbc banko We bad the best of everything, you know., in the 
Ks.tangeee Ar,wo When I first went there we had Volkswagens for transporting 
·troopso Af'tcr they went abou'G two dozen miles they scrapped them and got Renaultso 
Two thousand miles, and they scrapped the and gut Mercedes Benzo That ve.s when l 
lefto I lost three r1 les and nobody t-1orriad about ito And the Balu'ba, you knov, 
the Baluba - they a1·e also against Tshombe, anti.JJ:shombe, so -we Just went openl;y -
the bridges wo.s a.11 blown up and big holes in the road - and when you ca.me to a 
village if they d.1dn1t get out of it qUick you. just "bri·rrrrrn you lmov, and they 
scatteredo They have their bows and arrows and they climb the trees and try to 
shoot at you, but there was onJJ a. couple of blokes killed of ourso 

Miss ASHE: Did you kill any)ne yourself? 

MERCENARY: 0 , a.ye - a good te3W - n t very many, I don°t thinko You knoti you. 
couldn°t tcU rea~ ecause you J ed out of the jeep and you lay doffll on the 
grass and you just ' rrrrz" with a maeb:J.ne-guno It 1e an a.uto1.10,tic rifle and yvu 
don°t know whether i -t 11s your bullet that kills th; or noto Maybe a couple of dozan 
altogethero .. 

Mias ASJ:[E: ut wouldn 11t ey :t.nclude women and children and old people'i 

Mll:RCENARY: Not oo ma.ny1 our Captain wouJ.dn11t al.low ito You we:i:e supposed to 
shoot at them all - that wa.s the instru.ct:J.ons you got, shoot at the lot, ll.es·troy 
them., burn the village I kiU the chickens and oats, chop the trees down so if they 
go in the jungle OJld come back they won't find anythins thereoco 

• 
Mias ASHE: 'l'heae were the Baltiba. tribesmen? 

Miss ASHE; But that would mean they would starve when they came ba.c}tt 

MERCENARY: That was the idea, if you dont1t shoot them, starve th.em to death, 
but our C ptain was what you might ca.ll a humanit arian tn,e and he believed in 
mercy, you kn0v1 uhat I mea.no 
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Miss ASHE: Well, didn't you feel unhappy working in t.he:ii ldnd of set•ugf 

MERCENARYi No, I thought 1:t; as a pat life, mineo 'lhere we1·e no regular 
hours .. you were free as a bird.,. you didn't clock-in or clock-out, it was nice 
weather, you know I you got everything provided, all you could eat,. c1(is.rettes a.nd 
stuff 11 :e tlnt. You knew all the time your money was pillna up 1n tile banko 

Miss ASHE s I was JWlt thinJd ng, ac~, ot working uncler the instructions 
or people who ordered you to kill women and children and Vi~e out v-1...llageso 

MERCENARtt ~ v the • e.ns 11 i ; 11 ,..n ..__. ~y ss.1 shoot every y y 
said the cnnen 'fro.re · or e than tl"~ men • and too els. - because they '.hid behind 

bushe and n you ere pe.ssi.ns, you lmaw, y ould c ·t you vlth a. mo.che·tao 

elves, you vere fighting f Qr moneyc 

lm:RCEHARYt Yes.., the:, vere ~1 iDg for thenzsel'\t s • I · ,..an, the BsJ.ube,s are 
ce.nnibalo for a start, they are aava,ges, mean, so you don't class them any. ay a.a 
no people like hoot say Iri ,. n or even Oe-r,n,,""'o 
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ORGANISATION DES NATIOn~ UNIES • UNITED NA11vNS ORGANIZATION 
IN THE CONGO 

From 

T o 

Subject 

Date 

.... . 

•••• • 

AU CONGO ~ 

BOITE POSTALE 307 8 
ELISABETHVILLE 

CABLE : ONUC, ELISABETIIVILLE 

~~~ 
~~~~~ 
IW~I ~ .~ 

J. Rolz-Bennett, UN Representative, Elisabethville ~ · 

Mr. s. Linner, Officer-in-Charge , ONUC, Leopoldville I; 
Request from Messrs. Lefebvre , Martin and van Bellinghen for 
authorization to return to E' ville after their leave in Europe 
5 February 1962 

Please find enclosed letters addressed to me by 
Messrs. Lefebvre, Martin and van Bellinghen requesting 
the good offices of the United Nations for obtaining 
from the Central Government an authorization to return 
to Eli sabethvil l e after their home leave in Europe. 

2. You will also find attached copy of the memorandum 
dated 5 February 1962 addressed to me by Messers. T. 
Verbrugghe and F. Hsu, members of the team of inter rogators , 
dealing with the three requests mentioned above. 

3. Please keep us informed of any decision concerning 
this matter. 
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5 ·ebru 1 2 

'l'o: 1ir. J . "'t.olz- nnett, 0 UC ivili· n i a. thvil e 

om: • Vcrbru gha and F. Hvu, Int.rro tors 

Subject: 

i 

Attachod hero t addreosed to t'e Civili Ropr an-
ta.tivo of 0 
requasti th oo 
Central Gover t 
t -ir hoe leave 

tin and • an ellinghen 
or the it d ations for obtaining from tlie 
iz tio . to~ turn to !i.l.isabethville aft r 

All th ce rson ... a.re of Dol · an na.tiona i•ty and officials of the 
Kat niesc Gov1rmnont . •• L :febvr , e pert- om tar, is no11 tl c i f 
oft fl.Bur u d ' etud.es t lotiasc ont" at th Do ai onoi r 0 of the 
inistry of Fin ce . h- . • ti , . t r, is the chief of' tho O ur au 

du Cada.st " oi" i a. ethvill • l is ureau also longs to ·th inistry 
of Finance. Mr. van Bellin0hcn, ronom , a technical adviser to the 
"S rvice des .. lat tions 0 o ·sa et .. ville, Ministry of ltur • 
All thre · orsons re now in , isa.bothville and d h to t · of 
thoir hone leave roturn to 1 um and a r 
their loa. , to o th ir rvi.o 

Since · sa. dll ry cir r turn ·trii) to sa thville, 

I thoy :ou.ld to obta t od offices of O tho 
lcavo th , r turn om · ry o or ·rs, 
Leo oldville, or a return ermit fro o r 1 er to en ble 
then to obtain su a vi a at t Co baas n l"' . 

You will find m re detail d inf'orma tion on th ir 
th i r otive l c~tors . , o certify th he f c on 
th Oov .r o conn o · th ili tary or p 
aotivi · " in p rti L , as ho wa o e of the 
detai d rocentl n oldvillo and role sed by the 
Soore tr roof noe . 

Duri our visit to he ini tri , in oonnenon w:i th ur · nquirioa, ~i 
ov mm nt of f icia.ls ho.vo fr quently e:x:pr sed he n· ed or f r i "-

assi ta.nee . Thoro is an acut sh r . o chnical per or · in t . i 
·ov e.nt rt ents and, i.mtil replacement could be ound or sufficient J 

tion l techniei s are availabl , th pr eaenoe of th fer forei . ~ 
tcohnici a is eb ol t ly nee y to maint ain the ot·oning oft "-
bur her their aorvic o aro s · 1 avc ilable. ) 

W shoul therefore like to roco end t your att ntion the roquests ~ 

of fossr • Lefebvre , ? a.rtin and a Belli on and ho e that you will i d~ 
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EFEBVRE Fernand,. 

Geometre- Exprt,Domaine Foncier 

. P .. 324 
Eli8abethville . 

nnexe: 1 

0 jet : Demande de "permis 
de retour'O pour 
le Kf;l.tanga . 

Elisabet ville, le 2/2/1962 
'\ 

Konsieur le Representant des N tions -

Unies, ongo 

LI ET_ ILLE . 

Aux bons soins de Messieurs HS et 

VERBR GGE 

Monsieur le epresentant, 

J ' ai l ' honneur de vous exposer ce ui suit. 

in de troisieme terme en septembre rochain, · 1 0.urcii roit a un 

con.o-e de • ..reconsti tution e 1 Europe. la fin de ce conge, je serais 

tr s desireux de pouvoir re rendre du service au atan ·a , re.ion du 

Con o dont j ' i, du oint de vue rofessionnel, une bonne connaissan­

ce . Je vous ser is done tres reconnaissunt si vous ouviez me delivrer 

un document d •agre ation me permettant de continuer a rend.re service 

ici a Elisabethville, ou je travaille de uis an.sl 

Je vous prie de vouloir bien trouver, en annexe , les indications 

qui pourraient vous tre utiles pour la redaction d cette agregation. 

Avec me remerciements antici es, veuillez 

agre0r, Monsieur le Re resentant , l ' assurs.nce de ma. tres haute consi­

deration. 

F. Le ebvre, 



exe. 

om: LEFEBVRE Fern~d 

Lieu et date de naissance: asmes- lez-Mons(Belgi ue) le 28/10/29 

N2 i tricule: 27 . 300 

Grade: Geometre- Ex.pert- Immobilier 

Fonctions exercees : Chef du Bureau "Et11des et Lotissement" (1) 

Service: Demaine oncier a Elisabethville. 

Date de fin de terme: 12 septembre 1962 

Date resumee normale de retour au Congo, apres conge: mars 1963 
marie 

Etat civil:a. Van Buggenhout Marie-Louise, nee @;u Congo 

Enfants: Chantal, n e 

Nichel, 

Elisabethville 

idem 

(1) ce jour, e ne dispose as encore d ' un adjoint 

africain pour mise au courant ou pour une eventuelle remise-reprise 

demon bureau 



ux bons soins de r,:essieurs FUYUN HSU et VERBliiIGGE :r • 

• 

· A onsieur le Re resentant des 

NATIO 6 NIES CONGO a 
Elisabethville • 



.r ... oger 
G·eor..etre b . 

l.S 
J3 •• : 6I7 
"Elisabethville . 

Elisabethvlll , -'le 2 fevrier 1962 

A !onsieur le ... epresentant 

des N TIOHS UHIES - COFGO 

Elisabethville . 

1-Ionsieur le epresentant • 

J 1ai l ' honneur de vous ex oser ce ui 
suit: 

Je suis fin de troisieme terme au debut 
du mois de mars prochain et aurai droit a un conge de re ­
constitution en Europe . 

Tras desireux de pouvoir reprendre du 
service au Katanga a la fin demon cone, e vous serais 
reconnaissant si vous pouviez med livrer un document d 1 a­
erega tio me permettant de revenir a Elisabethville ( Ser­
vice du Cadastre) ou j ' ai ac uis une bonne connaissance de 
la contree en matiere fonciere. 

En annexe , veuillez trouver les indica­
tions ~ui pourraient vous tre utiles pour la redaction 
de cette agregation . 

Veuillez aereer , Fonsieur le Represen­
tant, l ' assurance de ma consideration tres distinguee. 

ux bons soins de ressieurs Verbrue;gen et Fuyun Hsu. 
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om: : TIN Nationalite: Belge. 

Prenoms: Roger- Lucien-Jean 

N2 Matricule: 91 .787 . 

Engage avec expatriation. 

Grade: Geometre. 

Fonctions exercees: Chef de bureau du Cadastre d ' Elisabethville 

ervice : CD' THE. 

Date de fin de terme: 28 f ' vri r 1962 . ( prolongation 
os sible par suite du manqu.e 

de ersonnel en place .) 

Situation fruniliale: 

marie a ~lme CID I T .ON, Lucile-Louise 

de nationalite fran aise. 

un enfant de 8 ans . 

-=-=-::::::,,,-:::a,...~:::,....::a-,.. ::a-;::-== 
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PAR AVION 
BY AIR MAIL 

A 1onsieur le epresentant 

des N r rONS ill: IE ' - C TGO 

~LI -. -BETHVILLE. 

Aux bons soins de ~- ,e . .:sieurs 
Verbruu.Sen et Fuyun Hsu. 



V .. l\f B~L 
gronome 

B. • : · 2064 
Elisabethvi.Lle. 

!i.rme.nd Elisabethville, le 2 f vrier 1962 

~onsiaur le Re resentant 

mnE - co ~mo 

Elisabethville. 

Monsieur le epresentant , 

J ' ai l'honneur de vous exposer ce 
ui suit: 

Je suis fin de ter e ( uatri' e) au 
cours du ois de mars prochain et aurai droit a. un conge 
de reconstitution de trois mois en Euro e . 

Tres desireux de pouvoir reprendre 
du service au Ka ta a a la fin de mon conge , · e vou.s se­
rais reconnaissant si vous pouviez me elivrer un doct1ment 
d ' agregation me permettant de revenir · .6lisabethville ou 
je travaille depuis douze ans. 

En annexe, veuil ez trouver les in­
dications ui ourraient vous tre utiles pour la redac­
tion de cette agre ~tion. 

Veuillez agreer, I-Ionsieur le Repre­
sentant, l ' assurance d ma consid ration tres distinguee . 

Aux bons soins de Iessieurs Verbruggen et yun SU 



, 

Nom 

Prenoms 

VAN BELLINGHEN 
rma.nd, Elise r ru- eel 

nQ matricule 94 583 

Lieu et date de naissance Louvain 5 ~o t 1913 
Etat civil marie 6 enfants 
Engage avec expatriation 
Grade agronome 

Fonction exercee Conseiller techlilique au Service des 
plantations de la Ville d1 Blisabethville 

Service 

J te fin 
~ Date fin 

Agriculture 

de terme mars 1962 
de conge juin 1962 

------00000-----
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Monsieur l e Representant des 

Nations Unies - Congo a 

El isabethville . 

ux bons soins de Messieurs 
Verbrug.gen et Fuyun Hsu. 

BY AIR MAIL 
PAR AVION 



Mr . J . Rolz-Bennet, Chief O UC Civili n Representant 
z. F' . Marcelle, Legal Advi er 
Di ry of ry 

S February 2 

for your infor tion , I ncla~e herewith copy of e report prepared by Mr. 
A. J . J cobs on diary found by ONUC troops inside the Union ~ini~r Compound 
in Elisabethville on 19 Oecember 1961, swell s copy of en English tr n 1 tion 
of the diary. It is a pity that we h v no indication to who is the author 
of the diary, but the information reve 1 d ther in i interesting in th tit con­
firms much th t w h ve elre dy from our own sources concerning mercenaries and 
th ir activities in North Kt nga well the Kt nge gendarmeri itself. 

ZfM/bm 
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NAT1uNS ORGANIZATION 
IN THE CONGO 

From 

To 

Subject 

Date 

. . . . . 

BOI TE POST ALE ~7 B 
fl lSABETHVI LLE 

CABLE : ONUC , ELISABETHVILLE 

J. Holz-Bennet, ONUC Representative, Elis~bethville 

Dr. s. Linner, Officer-in-Charge, ONUC, Leopoldvill 

Joseph Bettendorf 

3 February 1962 

Please find enclosed copy of the letter 
addressed to me on 27 January 1962 by Mr. Godefroi 
Munongo concerning Joseph Bettendorf, as well as 
copy of a report of the Eville Chief of Police 
concerning the same person. 

2. We would be grateful to have your advice 
concerning the reply which should be given to Mr. 
Munongo about this case. 
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ETAT DU KATANGA 

Ministere de l ' Interieur 
Cabinet du Ministre 

Objet: Renseignement 
BETTENDORF 

COPY 

Elisabethville, le 27 JAN 1962 

N° 19/CAB 

A Monsieur le Representant de l ' ONU 
B.P. 3O7B 

a Elisabethville 

Monsieur le Representant, 

J ' ai l ' honneur de vous transmettre ci­
joint copie du rapport qu · m' adresse le Commissaire en 
Chef de la Police d ' Elis abethville, au sujet du nomme 
BETTENDORF, Joseph. 

Je puis, quanta moi, vous assurer 
que le Sieur BETTENDORF ne tombe d ' aucune fagon sous 
l ' application des resolutions du Conseil de Securite, 
ni en tant que mercenaire ni en quelque qualite que ce 
soit. Jene vois, des lors , pas la raison de sa detention 
a Leopoldville et vous s r ais reconnaissant d'assurer le 
retour de l ' interesse a Elisabethville , dans les meilleurs 
delais. 

Veuillez agreer , Monsieur le RPpres ntant , 
l'assurance de ma consideration tres distinguee. 

(signe) LE MINISTRE DE L ' INTERIEUR 

- G. MUNONGO -



COPY 

ETAT DU KATANGA Elisabethville-, le 15 janvi er 1962 
MINISTERE DE L'INTERIEUR 

POLIQE NATIONALE 
DETACHEMENT ELISABETHVILLE N° 37/k.045 

Monsi eur le Commissaire de Police en Chef 
ELISABETHVILLE 

Monsieur le Commissaire en Chef, 

J'ai l'honneur de porter a votre connais­
sance que les Autorites de l'ONU m'ont demande de fournir un 
rapport relatif au sieur BETTENDOR Joseph, residant a Elisabeth­
ville, Avenue des Plaines c/o Boulangerie Royale , se trouvant 
actuellement a Leopoldville. 

" Monsieur BETTENDORF est arrive a Elisabethville en 1956 venant 
du Grand-Duche de Luxembourg et est de nationalite Luxembourg­
goise. Il s'est installe comme boulanger et sa premiere bou­
langerie etait sise Chaussee de Kasenga. Plus tard il a commen, 
ce la construction d'une nouvelle boulangerie et d'una habita­
tion avenue des Plaines soit a pnviron 300 metres derriere le 
camp militaire. Sa boulangerie est tres connuP a Elisabethvil~ 
et il fo urnissait sa marchandis e dans la plupart des magasins 
d'alimentation de la place. 

Aux evenements du 10 juillet 1960 la plupart des PUropeens pos­
sedai ent des armes pour s e defendre en cas de nec essite centre 
l es soldats mutines. 

En 1961, je ne me souviens plus exactement dans quel mois , 
Monsieur BETTENDORF avait demande dP remettre a la police les 
armes qu'il avait re9u. Du fait qu e sa maison etait assez 
isolee d'autres habitations et que sa boulangeri e etait une 
necessite pour alimentation de la population , j'ai conSPille 
Monsi ur BETTENDORF de garder ses armes jusqu'au moment que 
la situation se normalis erait. J e lui ai fait savoir que 
pour d'autres civils la Police s'oppos erait qu'ils detiennent 
des armes mais vu l'importance de son commerce et les risques 
qu'il aurait pu courir il lui fallait un moyen de protection 
contre les pillards. J'ai encore ajoute , comme ilest honora­
blement connu a la Police et au Parquet , que la question de 
detention d'arme n'etait pas grave pour lui dans cet etat 
d'exception. J'ai remi s cette question pour plus tard; les 
jours sont passes et le 5 dece1abre 1961 d I autres evenements 
eclataient. 

. .. I . .. 



l 
f 

- 2 -

Si done Monsieur BETTENDORF a ete arrete parce que des 
armes auraient ete iecuuvertes chez lui la faute ne lui 
incombe pas car dans cette affaire il a suivi les conseils 
lui donnes par la Police. 

Ence qui concerne que Monsieur BETTENDORF serait un franc­
tireur il est un f ait evident que ayant investi plus de 3 
millions de capital dans son commerce il ne ferait pas une 
betise pareille au risque de perdre le fruit d ' annees de 
labeur acharne et dur. Pour cela l ' interesse est tout de 
meme assez intelligent. 

Quant a l ' allegation qu'il avait mi s des sacs devant sa 
fenetre , cela dedoule de source: la boulangerie se trouvait 
ians le cha.mp de tir entre le ca.mp militaire et les positions 
de l'ONU. Toute personne sensee aurait agi de meme pour se 
proteger et je ne vois done pas tres bien qu l ' on puisse 
emettre une telle critique a sa charge. 

En outre j'ai constate que depuis son arrestation la maison 
d ' habitation et la boulangerie ont ete partiellement pillees. 

(signe ) ROULEZ Nicolas 
Cornmissai r e de Police 
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To : Dr. alph unche, Uhd r- cret y f r Special Politic l Aff ir , N w York 

F'rom . k. • rdin r, ffic~r-in-Ch rg ONUC, Lop ldvlll 

l enclo file cont · · ning of docu nt 
r l ting to the rk of the Joint Cammi a.ion n I( te 
Thay includ teri l lr dy to w York o docu nts 
concerning th Co ione' cent finding, p ticularly in th fir t 
two ctions of the file . 

Mr. re 11 
Mr. J cob 

JJ/jg 
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TO ; MR. GARDINER 

rno : SEOO'ffl 

DATE 1 3-4-62 

0. I 2448 

INOO G CODE CA13LE 

Further our 2191, par 7, w ld ppreoiate reply on Herman 

who ia waiting in hotel h re and n tur lly pr ase us for advice on 

possibility of his early return to Eli abethville. 



ROUTING SLIP 

,_A_P_P_Ro_v_A_L _____ ~ 
SEE ME, PLEASE YOUR COMMENTS 

,_Y_o_u_R_S_IG_N_A_T_U_R_E __ ,c: .. YOUR INFORMATION 

NOTE AND !<'ILE FOR ACTION 



REPORT ON VISIT TO MERCENARIES -- CAPTAIN PIETER VERLOOY 
AND MAJOR ROBERT VAN HECKE, DETAINED BY ONUC 

1. At 1600 hours on 30 March 1962, together with Major Elijah 

of Leopoldville Command and Captain Morneault of Military Intelli­

gence, I visited Nldjili guard room where the abovementioned detainees 

are lodged. The purpose of our visit was to discuss with the Com­

manding Officer of the Unit guarding the prisoners certain complaints 

made by them according to a letter addressed to me on 23 March 1962 

by the Delegate of the International Committee of the Red Gross. 

The complaints were to the effect that: 

(i) the cells in which the detainees are kept daily from 

10 PM to 7 AM are too small and ill ventilated 

(ii) the detainees are deprived of all possibility of 

physical exercise. 

2. The Commanding Officer of the Unit was not present during 

our visit and the Guard Commander had not been advised by him of our 

visit. However, the Unit Duty Officer came and we therefore inter­

viewed the detainees in his presence 

3. Condition of cella1 Ventilation, althoug4 scarce, appears 

sufficient. However, in very hot weather this would only be the case 

if the doors of the cells are kept open . It is hoped that after 

reparation of the back door for which a request has been made, the 

doors can be left open if security requirements permit • 

. / 
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The beds were in an untidy condition, no bedlinen being 

noticeable, although it was reported to have be n issued The 

detainees will be ordered to keep their bedding and sleeping quarters 

in tidy condition . 

Washing and shower facilities are sufficient. 

As regards the issue of clothing, it is hoped that the 

ONUO administration can approve the issue of two sets of clothing 

to each detainee . 

As a general observation it is noted that the living con­

ditions of the troops in the rea are by no means superior to those 

of the detaineeQ and that the latter do not have legal claim to better 

living conditions than those generally prevailing in the area . 

Physical exercises The detainees have a small fenced-in 

area where they can take fresh air from 7 AM to 10 PM. Major Elijah 

promised he would consider the possibility of physical exercise out­

side the guard room and the fenced-in area , if security requirements 

permit . The unit is understandably very security conscious after 

Mr. Chalmers t rnattempted escape 

Captain Verlooy complained of theft of a number of his 

personal effects in Elisabethville He was informed that he could 

submit claim giving details of the lost articles 

Major Elijah gave instructions to the Guard Commander 

to t ake an inventory of all personal possessions on a signed 

receipt in case of any persons handed over to the unit in the future . 

/. 
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6. Captain Verlooy complained of insults suffered from 

a sergeant . The sergeant in question had not been returned to 

guard duties and therefore the incident was considered closed. 

Summary of recommendations 

1) issuing of two sets of clothing to each detainee 

2) limited physical exercise by the detainees . 

3) relaxation of order regarding confinement of detainees 

to cells, to the extent compatible with security re­

quirements . 

Leopoldville · 
3 April 1962 

z. F. Marcella 
Legal Adviser 

cc: CAO ( 1 ) 
Mil Info (2 copies) 

ZM/ln 
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28 Maroh 

Mr . J. Rolz-Bennett, Chief ONlJC Civilian Officer, Eli ab thville 
R.K. Gardiner, Offioer-in-Ch ge, ONUC, Leopoldville 
Col. 

2 

1. I enolos herewith copy ot olippin fro "Le Fi 0 11 dated 
19 M ch 1962 at ting that Col. aulques had presented hims lf 
"apontan ou ly" b fore th Tou.loueea.uthori ti s eom four w eke ago, 
and w at mporarly rel aaed. ere is no indioation s to his 
pre ent wher abouts . 

2. or Mr. Ramburs n, 1 i n w o is reported to h v 
fin thi partioula.r drive in the r oruitment of mercenaries 
at Toul s, "L Fi a.ro" stats that h has b n r oall d to 
Katanga by Kr. ,ahomb. It y b worthwliil o nquire what e 
the reasons for hi vi it - in vi w of this ticl d Tshombe' 
deol ed intention of olving th mere n y probl "one and for all" . 

AJ/mme 
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ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES 
AU CONGO 

UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 
IN THE CONGO 

To 

From 

Subject 

BOITE POSTALE 7248 
LEOPOLDVILLE 

REPUBLIQUE DU CONGO 
CABLE : ONUC LEOPOLDVILLE 

INTER - OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Mr . R. K. Gardiner 
Officer- in- Charge 

A. J. Jacobs ~. 
Research Officer ., 

The Lubilash Bridge 

.......... -....... 22 ... .M.a,.r.oh, ................ .. 1962 .. .. 

1. As negotiations are now in progress with regard to the 
repair of the bridge on the Lubilash and a certain amount of 
public discu,ssion seems to be taking place as to the manner 
in which the reconstruc t ion work will be effected, I thi.nk it 
opportune to state clearly how and by whom this bridge was 
destroyed. This point may well be raised in some quarters in 
the near future and it would therefore seem prudent to have the 
answer for immediate use if so required . 

2 . As you will recall, during the December hostilities in 
Katanga, the diary of a mercenary was found by ONUC Ethiopian 
troops inside the UMHK gate in Elisabethville on 19 December 
1961 . Ther e was no indication as to who was the author but 
there was no doubt that he was a mercenary. Not only did he 
recount in some detail his exploits in north Katanga between 
the end of October and beginning of December, but he also 
referred by name to other mercenaries many of whom were known 
to us through our own sources . 

3. One of the most important revelations of this diary is 
the fact that the bridge over the Lubilash was blown up by the 
author and his group at exactly 16 . 30 hours on 4 November 1961, 
and not by the ANC as some versions had it . It was the author ' s 
special mission to des t roy t he railway bridge and he describes 
in detail how he accomplished t his t ask . 

./. 
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4. I quote below some excerpts from the diary concerning the 
Lubilash bridge for easy reference. They are entries in the diary 
on 31 October when the author arrived at his "mission area" and 
on 4 November when he and his colleagues actually blew up the 
bridge. These excerpts are a translation from the original French: 

"31 October 1961 

"Arrive at iamina from Kolwezi at about 12. 30 

Meet Captain-Major August going to E 'ville and ask about 
the situation at Kaniama; offensive in preparation against the ANC, 
which has established a bridgehead on the Katanga bank of the Lubilash. 

Explain the plan for the destruction of the railway bridge and 
ask information on how to approach the objective. 

After the withdrawal of FK the points at Kisamba were destroyed 
and two lengths of track were torn up, therefore we shall have to 
repair the line in order to bring the waggon of explosives on the 
bridge. 

Ask the management of BOK to provide me with an old waggon and 
a locomotive to put it in position. 

Departure from Kamina at about 1230 (1430?) arrive at rKaniama 
1515. The aircraft is leaving to bomb ANO positions, and as there 
is no bomb-aimer I go with it and drop 5 bombs on the DOA battery 
at the approaches of the bridge, Katanga side. 

Return to Kamina after mission of one hour. 
,-cl 

I explain to St. P. ~Captain-Major B; who do not seem to know 
anything about my mission, the orders received at E'ville. 11 

"4 November 1961 

"0530 Departure from the station with an armoured wagg on, one 
waggon loaded with supplies and personnel to repair the 
track and the waggon of explosives. 

The GM joins me at Kisamba station and loads its supplies 
on the armoured waggon. 

The track is repaired, we leave for the bridge. 500 metres 
away from the Lubilash we make a reconnaissance in force of 
the area near the bridge. 

The GM disembarks and advances along the embankment, 
I cover its progress with the mortar. 

./. 
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A few shots from Kasai, I increase my range, the ANC breaks 
off the engagement. 

When we arrive at the bridge we organize teams to repair 
the track. We unbolt a rail in the middle of the bridge 
to derail the waggon of explosives. 

We position the waggon. As we have no detonators we fire 
with bazookas and then 75's to explode it but we miss 
three times. In view of the sh ortage of shells I send 
the train for detonators. 

1600 Return of the train; cover ed by Le Page and Schramm I place 
the delay-fuse and we withdraw. 

1630 Explosion - no more bridge. 

Return to ~- ~4":"--~ , 

We decide with Schatamm to patrol and mop up the area from 
the road bridge to the rail-bridge tomorrow." 

5. Both the original and translation of this diary were sent to 
New York and we were informed that consideration was being given to its 
publication. Howev er, so far we have heard nothing further on this subject. 
I am sending as requested a copy of this memorandum to Mr . Ho for what­
ever use he may see fit to make of it . I am also sending him a copy of 
the English translation of the diary itself . 

,,. 

cc . Mr . Ho 
Mr. Rolz- Bennett, Elisabethville 
Mr . Packham, Luluabourg 

AJ/mm 
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Os • ,. K. 0 1ner 
Oftic r-in-Ch rg , 0 UO, L pol vill 

z. F. ~ ro 11, Le l dviser 

Att oh 4 o:randum ro • A. J. J cob 

on. 

to 

V th t, 
on inf'o not 
ole e:r the Unite ..... ~~ u l ion. 
In ir under re 961 

rk, however, r e o rt.a.in in oonoeming 
ey' u oted n tbe ov er event, 
d. to New ?or 111 L-203, 1 ee likel t that 
ew Yor did. not t · e into account the ore 1 ortant f'a.ot 
n d abov of Van o y • n included 1n one of' the 

1961 11 t 0 

2. Fu.rt I could not a in whtth r w York 
h , in , f tion din 8 d 9 of r . 
Jaoob • r (~ s iasion to BrazBaville, his c bling 
o trooi ty e t ;;, · r an o a pro t t 
to the d Cr t of th It 1 ore than 

ly, in llf¥ opinion, if 1n po t 11 the tact 
et out in K • Jacob • orand , . rk 1ght adopt a 

di.ff rent vi w, 

./ . 
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3. • Kibwe ' re ue ta to pul ion 
see d to aolv the ppr nt l ok of le· l to xpel 

an oey, tit is not clear whether i e' requ st wa 
supported by he other e ber o the Provincial Gov rnment. 
This lin i ht b further pursued in sc a ions tween the 
UN Represent ives in li · b thville nd the Provinci l Go ern-

nt. For th t purpose it woul b particularly de irable if 
we would b in. a po iti n to offer uit ble repl ce ant for 
V<n oey. It 1 not impos ible that the dep rture of Cornaz 
has in the eanti e tren then d an oey' po ition. 

4. Th forthco · doula/ sho e talks y b a 
bearinB on Van oey' poaition an his futur in IC· tang . 

z /ln 
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r. J. oz nn tt, Chi Ci ili 0£ icer, OIUC, Elis thVill 
· iner Officer-in- vi 1 

l . I enclose h orr spondcnco 
d li ot or rcr f t n ·n 

omp f O t n o ajor R. 
in t rvi of ni r • 

2. 
to 
do 

t 
t h 
at 

3. I ou be ; rat f'ul to kno· 
tilfor ation hat i ht provide u 
i 11 about . 

Mr. Marcella 

her you 
a c1.e 
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r po:r 
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Y n 

not 
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supplement y 
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UNITED NATIONS • NATIONS UNIES 
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Mr . Robert K. Gardiner 
Office:r,-in-Charge, ONUC 
Leopoldville 
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Infonnation on mercenaries 
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