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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

17 September 2001

Excellency,

Having returned to New York, I should like to thank you most sincerely
for the warm welcome that was accorded to me, as well as to my wife and my
delegation, during our recent visit to the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

I was encouraged by our discussions regarding the significant progress
achieved in the implementation of the Lusaka Ceasefire Agreement, and by your
own commitment to promote a rapid return to peace and stability in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. I was particularly impressed by the
goodwill that you displayed to build on the positive cooperation your
Government has already established with MONUC. That positive cooperation
will be crucial as MONUC prepares to enter the third phase of its operations.

Regarding the question of the armed groups, your invitation for the
United Nations to visit the armed elements assembled at Kamina for the purpose
of demobilization was very much appreciated. I understand that MONUC is
now working with your Government at the technical level to conduct a proper
assessment at Kamina and to gather the required information,, which will enable
the United Nations to determine how we could best assist hi this important
process. I wish to assure you that MONUC and the UN system as a whole stand
ready to contribute, within our means and mandate, to a programme of
disarmament and demobilization of the armed groups and to implement durable
solutions.

His Excellency
Major-General Joseph Kabila
President of the Democratic Republic of the Congo
Kinshasa
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LE SECRETAIRE GENERAL

Le 17 septembre 2001

Monsieur le Ministre,

De retour a New York, je tiens a vous exprimer toute ma reconnaissance
pour 1'accueil chaleureux qui nous a ete reserve, a moi-meme, a mon epouse et a
toute ma delegation, a 1'occasion de notre visite recente en Republique
democratique du Congo.

J'ai ete tres encourage par notre discussion sur les progres dans la mise
en oeuvre de 1'Accord de cessez-le-feu de Lusaka. Votre determination a
renforcer le processus de democratisation et de reconciliation nationale a travers
le dialogue intercongolais me rejouit particulierement Je ne doute pas que votre
participation a la reunion preparatoire de Gaborone a ete pour beaucoup dans
Tissue positive de cette rencontre, et suis convaincu que 1'esprit qui a prevalu a
Gaborone sera la cle du succes du dialogue intercongolais.

" - Soyez certain que 1'Organisation des Nations Unies continuera a appuyer
le processus de paix en Republique democratique du Congo a chacune de ses
etapes, y compris lors de la phase de consolidation de la paix et de
reconstruction.

Veuillez agreer, Monsieur le Ministre, les assurances de ma tres haute
consideration.

Kofi A. Annan

Son Excellence
Monsieur Leonard She Okitundu
Ministre des Affaires etrangeres et

de la cooperation Internationale
de la Republique democratique du Congo

Kinshasa



I would also like to thank you for the dinner that you and the First Lady
hosted in honour of Nane and me, as well as for the beautiful gifts that you
presented to me. I shall always treasure these as a very special memento of my
visit to the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

As you are aware the tragic events of last week in New York have led to
the postponement of the General Assembly Special Session on Children. I am
sorry that we will not have the opportunity to meet this month, but look forward
to welcoming you to New York in the near future.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Kofi A. Annan




