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Excellency,

I have the honour to forward herewith the report of
my Personal Humanitarian Envoy Ms. Catherine Bertini,
following her visit to the region and her discussion with
you and your Government.

The report confirms that there is a serious and
mounting humanitarian crisis in the West Bank and Gaza,
with rising malnutrition among children, high levels of
poverty and unemployment, deteriorating health conditions
and increasing exhaustion of the capacity of the
population to cope with the situation that has been
deteriorating sharply since September 2000.

While focussing on the dimensions of the humanitarian
crisis, the report acknowledges the need of the Government
of Israel to protect its civilian population from further
attacks by some Palestinian groups. The report points out
that the humanitarian crisis is inextricably linked to the
ongoing conflict, arising from the measures adopted by
Israel in response to such attacks against Israeli
military and civilian targets. These measures include in
particular, the external and internal closures and curfews
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which severely restrict the mobility of Palestinian
and international humanitarian organizations. The
report stresses that unless there is a lifting or
significant easing of the current closure regime in -
the near future, the humanitarian situation will
quickly spiral out of control.

I am aware that such closures and curfews have
been applied by the Government of Israel in an attempt
to provide security for its citizens. However, in
light of the unsustainable hardships facing the
Palestinian civilian population, I have asked my
Special Coordinator Mr. Terje R0ed-Larsen to meet with
senior officials of your Government within the next
few days to discuss with them priority measures to
deal with the humanitarian crisis, in the context of
Israel's security concerns. In the light of this
serious situation, I would request that you accept the
specific recommendations outlined in the report and
ensure their full implementation by the Israeli
authorities.

I have noted the commitments already made by your
Government to Ms. Bertini to ease restrictions
affecting the humanitarian situation, as well as some
relaxation of the restrictions on the movement of
humanitarian supplies and staff of UNRWA and other
United Nations agencies. I would urge you to continue
with the easing of the closures and other restrictions
with a view to their elimination in the near future.
As the report states, every step in this direction,
along with the free flow of people, goods and
services, will have a multiplying impact on the
well-being of the Palestinian people and will help to
dissipate the humanitarian crisis rapidly.

I am sending a copy of the report to
Chairman Arafat, requesting him to implement its
recommendations addressed to the Palestinian
Authority.



I shall discuss the report's recommendations with
the Quartet and relevant United Nations agencies.
I will revert to you shortly on how the United Nations
system might work with both parties after this review.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my
highest consideration.

Kofi A. Annan
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