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Dear Mr. Spahic, 

I am writing in reply to your letter of 5 December 2008, inviting the 
Secretary-General to be a patron of and a special guest at the XXV Internation~ 
Festival Sarajevo "Sarajevo Winter 2009", to be held from 7 to 28 February 2008 
in Sarajevo. 

On behalf ofthe.Secretary-General, I thank you for your kind invitation. 
However, I regret to_ipfoiJJJ, you that he will be unable to attend tht? Festival, 
owing to scP,eduling reasons. Besides, I also regret to advise you that in keeping 
with United Nations practices, the Secretary-General does not serve ,as patron for 
non-UN events. 

Nevertheless, let me take this opportunity to convey his best wishes for 
a successful event. 

Mr. Ibrahim Spahic 
Director 
International Festival Sarajevo 
''Sarajevo Winter" 
Sarajevo 

Yours sincerely, 

;??~ 
Y eocheol Y oon 

Special Assistant to the Secretary-General 
& Chief, Scheduling Office 
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Sart;~jevo , December 5, 2008 

Your Excellency , 

:387 33 207 948 
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festival Sarajevo 
sarajevska zi.ma 

10 Dec 

UNITED NATIONS 
Secretary General 
Mr Ban Ki-Moon 

It is a great p leasure for us that International Festival Sarajevo "Sarajevo Wintern these past 
16 years has been under the patronage of UNESCO. Please, allow me to express our gratitude 
for your patronage . 

The XXV Jubilee Inlernatio_na_l. Festival SC! r._<!ievo «Sarajeyo ~int!l.r .49.Q.~.:o> WilL.r~p_r_es..ent .an 
enco_unt~r. c:>Lil rtis.ts f rom __ ?lll _over the. w.or ld and _will take pl ~s:~J.I.l..!.!:!e __ c;:ltY....J2.t.S..anJev.QJ.rrun 
Febrl)ar:y_.?_ \,.l!l.tl! f~l)nro:~r.Y_._~§, .49-~.- The · titi~L, of the XXV International Festival Sarajevo 
«Sarajevo W inte r 2009>> w ill be , Organic Art Life". :: ···" · 

The progron) consi:.ring o f the Theat re plays, Concerts, Movies, Fin.e Arts Exhibitions, Panel 
Discussions , Literary Fve nts, Archi tecture, Video, Programs presenting cultural heritage and 
Children Prog rams will LJe presented wi th in the next edjrio:o of. the Festival. 

The program s of the Fes t ival are not only being held in the theatres, gaiJeries. m useums ;;md 
concert halls in the city, but on t l1e Olympic mount ains as well , thus celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of t h~ 1 4':'' Winter Olympic Games in Sarajevo. · r · 

I would like t o take til is opportuniry to ;;~~~-~ou_ t o_ be 9. 1?.~.!r~n:u)f tt!~-~XV IrJ.~!l.rnational Festival 
Sarajey o «_~<.J!.9j ~yo WiJ1leE 21)09',1' _ an~--~- !J~ our spec;:ic:t! gue~.t_.Q~.ri n_g _ _!b.~.E.~~tl.~!!!. Ir would be 
a great honor for us if you could att:end the official Opening Ceremony and . to address 
Sarajevo Citizens to g e.~ t h er w ith· other present officials. 

With our deep respect, 

INTER~TIONAL FESTIVAL SARAJEVO -"SARAJEVO WJ:NTERw (since 198-!)- l itova 9a or Gabelina 
16,71000 SC\rajevo, LHII 
Tel/fa:.: ; ++ 38/33 :;>07 945, 207 948 ; Acc . l011010000126136; PBS DD SARAJ!:VO e·mail: lbrosa@­
~t.ba ; web site: xvww.s<~raievs kazima. b_g ; CONCERT HALL SAR:AJEVO website : 
www.saraievo5=oncf!rt"h(! II . co.m 
OPENING CEREMONY - THEATER - CONCERTS - MOVIES· FINE ARTS EXHIBmONS • HERIIAGE - PANEL 

.• 
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festival sarajevo 
sarajevo winter 

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL SARAJEVO "SARAJEVO W:IN'rER •· 

The International festival Sarajevo "Sarajevo Winter" is a traditional meeting place 
for artists and citizens from all over the World . 
The first " Sarajevo Winter" Festiv<:~f was h~ld f~om 21 December 1984 to 6 April 
1985. In the course of twenty four years of 1ts ex1stence, the Festival has become an 
inseparable part of the city life . More than 3 .080 performances and exhibitions with 
over 26.500 artists from all parts of the world took place in the 1113 festival days. 
They were attended by more than 2. 973.500 people. The "Sarajevo Winter"' Festival 
was not prevented from taking place even in .the times of war, and has become a 
symbol of freedom of creativity and a place for familiarizing with diverse cultures and 
civilizations . 
Together with tt1e International Peace Center "Sarajevo Winter" initiated and 
organized the project "Sarajevo, Cultural C~nter of Europe .. from 21 December 199J ·r · 

to 21 March 199'4 (i.e. the period tietween,the two Cultural Centers of Europe -
Antwerp '93 and Li sbon '94) . The ide?· was supported by the Sarajevo City Assembly 
and by 11,000 renowned persona lities and institutions the world over. The 
International Peace Center and the International Festival Sarajevo "Sarajevo Winter'" 
plan to renew the same initiative. Twenty years of the Festival Sarajevo "Sarajevo 
Winter" was dedi cated to project Sarajevo, Intercultural City of Council of Europe. 
The International Peace Center and the "Sarajevo winter" festival are preparing the 
project "Sarajevo - The World Cultural Center 2014". 
The organizer of the " Sarajevo Winter'' Festival is the International Peace Center 
Sarajevo. Internationa l Peace Center is member of the International Societies for ' 
Performing Arts (ISPA), European Festival Association (EFA), Assoc;iation of the 
Biennial of .Young Artist of Europe and Mediterranean ( BJCEM). 
The International Festival Sarajevo "Sarajevo Winter" was awarded with numerous 
International awar:ds and acknowledgments, as well as the highest prize award of the 
City of Sarajevo "Sestoaprilska nagrada Sarajeva ... 
The "Sarajevo Winter" Festival has traditionally J?een held under the auspices of the 
Secretary General of the Council of Euro e Euro ea 

1e e era 10n o B&H, The Council of Ministers of B&H, Saraje't,.Q_ 
Canton, City of Sa ~ajevo and Stari grad Municipality. . ..... ~ .. ~:~.~ .:.£_.:·:~; :-. 

Ibrahim Spj)hfC"'.' . . ;.: .. ··:,; 
Director of International Festival S'atajev(; ·· ·~, , .,. · 

"Sarajevo Wirjte'r~'"_: ·.· · . · . 

~ 
INTERN"·noNAL Ff:STI\ ',\L SARAJEVO-''SAAAJEVO WINTER., (since 1984)- Titova9aor Gabelina 16: 
71000 Sar11jcvo, l31ll ; Te l / f'n:- : ' I· 387 33 207 945 , 207 948; PBS DDSARA.IEVOAcc. IOl 1010000126136; o-mail: 
ihrnsHil/lbih.net. ba; webs ite .\UD\' . st~rncvs ka.:t.i ma .~ SARAJEVO CONCeRT HALL website 
www.sarujc:Vl1Conce.rtha l! .com I:HENNIAL Of YOUNG ARTISTS we~ite w'""'\"_bjc:t::m,or!il 
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