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Dear Mr. Deen, 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

CABINET DU SECRETAIRE GENERAL 

19 September 2008 

I thank you for your letter of 16 September 2008, asking if the Deputy 
·secretary-General could represent the Secretary-General at the ceremony to be 
held on 22 September 2008, during which H.E. Mr. Luiz Imicio Lula da Silva, 
President of the Federative Republic ofBrazil, will be presented with the Inter 
Press Service International Achievement Award 2008. 

As you may be aware, the period of the General Debate of the 
General Assembly is a very busy one for all concerned, including Senior 
Advisers to the Secretary-General. I regret to inform you that the Deputy 
Secretary-General will be unable to attend the ceremony for scheduling reasons. 

Please accept our best wishes for a successful event. 

Mr. ThalifDeen 
UN Bureau Chief & 

Regional Director 
Inter Press Service 
New York 

Yours sincerely, 

Vijay N ambiar 
Chef de Cabinet 
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Tel: 1-212-963-6156 
Fax: 1-212-888-6099 
email: ipsun@aol.com 

16 September 200 8 

Mr Vijay Nambiar 

Inter Press Service News Agency 

Room S-485 United Nations 
U.N. Plaza, New York NY 10017 
web: www.ipsnews.net 

Under Secretary-Gene ra l & Chef de Cabinet 
United Nations 
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Dear Mr Nambia r : El&/ ( 01 D!J 
__ .T haiL~ s ve ry muc h f o r r e_;;_pp_n din g__t_g_ __ ..Q.UX._ll_L.J;:-e_QLQ.L.G.e ne.J:".9.l.~---~ ---i.nYi...t..s:.:tti O..D 

t o Secretary-Gene r a l Ban Ki-moon to spea k at the IPS Inter n_9tiona l 
.~chievement }iy,rax d c;;;eremony _ _f_Q_r Bra zilian Pr eside nt Luiz Inaci o Lula 
da Silva at t he delega t e ' s dining r oom on September 22 . --- - - ··---

':Je rea li. zc the tintc constraints or1 L:he Secretary-General i n accepting 
our invitat i on-- par ticular l y on the eve of t he ope ning o f the high 
level segment of the Gene r a l Assembly . We understand his decision 
to decline the invitation . -----·---· 

Since we are honouring a head of s tate , we woul d muc h ~P~.r~ciat_~if 
t he Secretary- Ge neral could de signate t he D~_puty Secreta E_Y_:.~-~E-.~!_9 1 

_J__Q__ _Q~ _g r e s e nt al)d speak _2Q..._hi~-~. beha~_!: . 

In a l ongstanding t r adit ion , virtually all past Secretaries-General 
have either spo ke at our award ceremonies or a senior official 
designated by him has participated in the event . We would be privileged 
to have t his tradition continued next week . 

As you already know , IPS has for the last 40 years focused primarily 
on issues relating bo th t o developi ng countries and s peci fically t he 
United Na tions, i ncluding MDGs , ge nder empowerment, poverty 
eradicat ion , population , climate change and sustainable development . 
We con s i der oursel ves a n integral part of the U. N. ' s political and 
economic agenda . 

We wou ld t herefore much appreciate the U. N. Secre tariat ' s physical 
presence at our a wnrd c e r emony . 

Thanking You 

... .... ,T~ 
Thal if Deen 
UN Burea u Chief & 
Reg i ona l Director 
Inter Press Service 


