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The Alliance continues to attach great importance to transparency, openness and
close cooperation with the United Nations in the fight against terrorism. As a
follow-up to my letter of 6 December 2002 I would like to inform you of the relevant
decisions taken at the Foreign and Defence ministerial meetings in June.

Terrorism continues to pose a grave threat to Alliance's populations, forces and
territory, as well as to international peace and security. At the Foreign and Defence
Ministers meetings, Allies once more categorically rejected and condemned
terrorism in all its forms and manifestations and reiterated their determination to
combat this scourge for as long as necessary. We remain determined to deter,
disrupt, defend and protect against any armed attack on us, including terrorist
attacks, directed from abroad, in accordance with the Washington Treaty and the
Charter of the United Nations.

To fight terrorism effectively, our response must be multifaceted and comprehensive.
It will require full implementation of the Prague agenda for NATO's transformation,
and continued close cooperation with other international organisations and our
Partners.

Ministers took note of progress made in the implementation of the relevant decisions
reflecting the Alliance's response to terrorism, in particular on the package of
measures approved by Heads of State and Government in Prague last November.
Progress has been achieved in the following areas:

I informed you in April of NATO's decision to assume leadership of ISAF on 11
August 2003.

I also informed you of the extension of NATO's maritime counter-terrorism operation,
Active Endeavour, to include escorting non-combatant ships through the Straits of
Gibraltar to protect them against possible terrorist attacks and conducting compliant
boarding operations which have a strong deterrent effect. Thij
than 31,122 vessels hailed, 13 boarded and more than 286 es
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As side effects, it has also led to dramatic reductions in maritime insurance
premiums and illegal maritime immigration in the region.

The Military Concept for Defence against Terrorism was endorsed by Heads of State
and Government in Prague. The resulting Concept of Operations, which provides the
basis for more detailed plans, procedures and measures in this area has also been
approved by the Council.

Capabilities to enhance the Alliance's effectiveness for the full range of its missions,
including terrorism, are being strengthened. NATO Ministers have approved a
comprehensive concept for the NATO Response Force, a robust rapid reaction
capability and a hothouse for sharing new concepts and technologies. The force will
have its Initial Operational Capability as soon as possible but no later than October
2004, and its Full Operational Capability no later than October 2006. NATO ministers
also agreed a new streamlined command structure ensuring a leaner, more flexible
and more efficient conduct of operations. And we are making significant progress in
implementing the Prague Capabilities Commitment, which sets capability objectives
for every Ally in areas critical for modern military operations.

Progress in the Alliance's Work on the NBC Defence Initiatives, which were agreed
at Prague, is very promising and NATO Military Authorities have been tasked to
develop a concept for a NATO multinational chemical, biological, radiological and
nuclear (CBRN) defence battalion capability.

Civil preparedness against possible WMD attacks on civilian populations has been
increased and significant progress made in establishing and operationalising an
inventory of national capabilities that nations could make available to an EAPC
nation affected by a CBRN incident such as a terrorist attack.

Improvements have also been made in other important areas including better
intelligence sharing, stronger defence against cyber attacks and progress in
examining options for protecting Alliance territory, forces and populations against the
full range of missile threats in an effective and efficient way through an appropriate
mix of political and defence efforts, along with deterrence.

With regard to the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council's contribution to the fight against
terrorism, we are proceeding with the implementation of the Partnership Action Plan
against Terrorism (PAP-T) launched at Prague, particularly through the exploration
of concrete fields of cooperation.

The meeting of the NATO-Russia Council at Ministerial level noted substantial
progress in practical cooperation in the struggle against terrorism, including through
the joint threat assessments on the terrorist threat to the Euro-Atlantic area and work
on the role of the military in combating terrorism.

Following the decision taken in Prague to upgrade the political and practical
dimensions of the Mediterranean Dialogue, consideration is being given to the
involvement of partners in the activities foreseen in the PAP-T on a case-by-case
basis. Intelligence sharing mechanisms have also been improved.
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NATO and EU Foreign Ministers reaffirmed in June their willingness to develop
closer cooperation in the fight against terrorism and the two institutions are now
exploring possibilities for cooperation in specific areas related to combating this
scourge.

I would also like to inform you that, in reviewing the situation in Iraq, Allies welcomed
the adoption of the UNSC Resolution 1483. Allies stand ready and are examining
ways to contribute to its implementation. The Alliance agreed in early June to
Poland's request for support to the role it is taking in the stabilisation of Iraq.

Close cooperation in the global fight against terrorism is crucial and the Alliance is
strongly committed to further strengthening the cooperation between our two
organisations. Meetings such as the 6 March Special meeting of the UN Counter
Terrorism Committee (UN CTC) with International, Regional and Sub-regional
Organisations, which Dr Buckley, Assistant Secretary General for Defence Planning
and Operations attended on my behalf, make a valuable contribution to ensuring
much needed transparency and information exchange among the relevant
institutions.

Similarly, Allies were very much interested in Sir Jeremy Greenstock's presentation,
in his capacity as Chairman of the UN Counter Terrorism Committee, to the North
Atlantic Council last year and with the subsequent exchange of views. I believe such
exchange of views should take place on a regular basis and I will shortly write to
Ambassador Inocencio Arias to invite him to attend a Euro-Atlantic Partnership
Council meeting in his capacity as new Chairman of the UN CTC in the fall.

I would appreciate if you could bring this letter to the attention of members of the
Security Council.

His Excellency
Mr Kofi A. Annan
Secretary-General
United Nations Headquarters
United Nations Plaza 2
New York 10017
U.S.A.
Fax: 001 2129632155
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