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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Dear Ms. Bokova, 

25 February 2011 

I wish to thank you for your letter dated 22 February 2011 confirming 
the visit of Mr. Koichiro Matsuura to Bangkok and Phnom Penh on 
25 and 28 February 2011, respectively, as Special Envoy ofthe United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, on the issue of the 
Preah Vihear Temple. 

Following the meeting ofthe Security Council on 14 February 2011, 
which called on the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to 
support the efforts of the two parties to peacefully resolve their dispute, A SEAN 
took a major step forward on 22 February 2011, by agreeing to field unarmed 
observers from Indonesia on both sides of the border. In my discussions with 
both Prime Ministers and the Indonesian Foreign Minister, as well as in the 
briefing of my Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs to the 
Security Council, we have made clear the readiness of the United Nations to 
assist their efforts. 

As a World Heritage Site, the Preah Vihear Temple needs to be 
safeguarded. I fully support your efforts in this regard, and I believe that the 
visit of Mr. Matsuura to the two capitals could be instrumental in establishing 
a clear understanding on how best to safeguard the Temple. I look forward to 
learning about the outcome of the visit of Mr. Matsuura. 

I would also be grateful if your staff could continue to liaise closely with 
my office and the Department of Political Affairs on this matter. 

Ms. Irina Bokova 
Director-General 
United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization 
Paris 

Yours sincerely, 

....... '--- _.:_. - -~· J 





United Nations Nations Unies 

Executive Office of the Secretary-General 
Cabinet du Secreta i re general 

( #1) PRIORITY 
To: Mr. Nambiar, 

Please find attached for your approval and SG's 
signature, a letter addressed to Ms. Trina J3okova, 
Director-General UNESCO, in renly to ller letter of 
22 February on the visit by thei Special Envoy. to 
Bangkok andPhnom Penh, on the issue of tile _preah 

tVihear em le. 

~.;,;-m----. 
25 February2011 

Cc: KWS 

11-01722 
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Note to Mr·. Nambiar 

UNESCO Special Envoy visit to Preah Vihcm· Temple v-

Please find attached a draft letter to tl~ _Qirector-General Q..f UNESCO on tl v1s1t 
by th~ir__§p~.£i'!! Envqy~_Mr. Koichiro Matsuura, to Bangkok and Phnom P~nh,_ on the 
issue of the Preah Vi hear Temple. 

cc: Mr. Kim 
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United Nations 
Educational. SclenUffc and 

Cultural Organization 

Organisation 
des Nations Unles 

poor l'ilducation, 
Ia science et Ia culwre 

Organizaci6n 
de las Naciones Unidas 

para Ia Educac!6n. 
Ia Ciencla y Ia Culturo 

OpraHI1334J'I.SO 
06'beA~<HeHHblx· H341<0i no 

sonpocaM o6paaoaaH~t~. 
Ha}'l(l< .., Icy Jib Typbl 

-~li'"')'l~ 
oWJIJ r-W'J 4._,:;.11 

liX 1'1' 00 ~Hi . 
1'4 '~r':.&. X:: fUIBH 

7. plaeol de Fonlenoy 
75352 Paris 07 SP. France 
Tel. : +33 (Ol1 45 ss 10 oo 
Fax : +33 (0)1 45 67 16 90 

www.unesco.org 

1/K.rA./ ~T??J 

The Director-General 

DG/7/11145 

Dear Secretary-General. 

Mr Ban Ki-Moon 
Secretary-General 
United Nations 
New York, N.Y. 10017 
United States of America 

2 2 FEB 2011 

_EY.[ti:H-~L to IDYJJ.[!;!ViO!J.S. letter of 11 .f~Jm.J.C!!)'. I wish to _C::.QJlfj[m the vis~tSf IDY ~~- !I · 
pred~cessor, Mr Ko'ichiro Matsl}ura, to Bangkqk and Phnom Penh as UNESCQ 
Sp~cial Envoy on the issue of thil Preah Vihear Temple. 

As I have already informed both Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva of Thailand and 
Deputy Prime Minister Sok An of Cambodia, . Mr. Mat~Yvra's role wo~ld_ be to 
travel to Bangkok and Phnom Penh t~ . l'll~~~ ~ith.. .. !h~ au.,th<:>.d!i~~ .. C>t"!J!ailall,d_.§lnd 
~f!1bodia , on 25 and 28 February respectively, __ Lr:Lorqt~LJQ __ giscus§_JI}?. 
safeguarding of the Temple of Preah Vihear, to defuse tension and to listen to 
their views and concerns ifith~Q~g?rd. - ... ._ __ 

I will keep you regularly informed on the progress of his mission . 

With my very t.Jest regards, 1 remain, 

Yours sincerely, 

Irina Bokova 
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• Office in New York 

United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization 22 February 2011 

2 Unoted Nations Plaza 
Room 900 

New York. NY 10017 

Phone: (212) 963 5995 
Fax: (212) 963 8014 

Email. Q~\~Qf~@llJl!JJi~.QEil 

Reference NYO/DIR/ 11/fh/035 

UNESCO Office presents its compliments to the Executive Office of the Secretary General and 
has the honour to forward an advance copy of a letter which the Director General of UNESCO Ms 
Irina Bokova has written to Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. 

UNESCO Office is at the entire disposal of the Executive Office for any further information on 
th is topic and avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Executive Office of the Secretary General 
the assurances of its highest consideration . 

c.c Mr. B. Lynn Pascoe 
Under-Secretary-General , 
Department of Political Affairs 

NLB 02060 

Philippe Kridelka 
Director, 
UNESCO Representative to the United Nations 
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Note to Mr. Nambiar 

UNESCO Special Envoy visit to Preah Vihear Temple 

Please find attached a draft letter to the Director-General of UNESCO on the visit 
- - - - - -- ---

by th~ir Special Envoy, Mr. Koichiro Matsuura, to Bangkok and Phnom Penh, on the 
issue of the Preah Vihear Temple. 

cc: Mr. Kim 
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United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization 

Organisation 
des Nations Unies 

pour !'education, 
Ia science et Ia culture 

Organizaci6n 
de las Naciones Unidas 

para Ia Educaci6n, 
Ia Ciencia y Ia Cultura 
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7, place de Fontenoy 

/ , 

The Director-General 

Ref. : DG/7/11/45 

Dear Secretary-General, 

Mr Ban Ki-Moon 
Secretary-General 
United Nations 
New York, N. Y. 10017 
United States of America 

2 2 FEB 2011 

Further to my previous letter of 11 February, I wish to confirm the visit of my 
predecessor, Mr Ko'ichiro Matsuura, to Bangkok and Phnom Penh as UNESCO 
Special Envoy on the issue of the Preah Vihear Temple. 

As I have already informed both Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva of Thailand and 
Deputy Prime Minister Sok An of Cambodia, Mr Matsuura's role would be to 
travel to Bangkok and Phnom Penh to meet with the authorities of Thailand and 
Cambodia, on 25 and 28 February respectively, in order to discuss the 
safeguarding of the Temple of Preah Vihear, to defuse tension and to listen to 
their views and concerns in that regard. 

I will keep you regularly informed on the progress of his mission. 

With my very best regards, I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 

Irina Bokova 
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