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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

9 December 2002

Excellency,

In the past few days, the United Nations has pondered carefully over
the responses received from both sides to the plan for a comprehensive
settlement of the Cyprus problem, which I conveyed to them on
11 November 2002. My Special Adviser, Alvaro de Soto, has consulted
extensively with the two sides so as to advance the negotiation in a proximity
format, exploring avenues to improve the document for both sides.

In the light of these efforts, we have prepared a revision of the
11 November document. The revision is attached to this letter. All changes
are highlighted (they appear in grey in the printed document, and in blue on
disk). Some are corrections of an essentially technical nature, aimed at
removing inconsistencies and clarifying some points as well as assisting in
implementation of the agreements.

However, the primary purpose of the revised document is to bridge
the remaining gaps, as reflected in the responses of both sides and in the
intensive consultations that have taken place, so as to advance the prospects
for a balanced and honourable agreement. These substantive improvements
are highlighted and also printed in bold to allow you easily to focus on them.
You will also see that proposals have been made in the case of options or
gaps on key matters outstanding in the original 11 November document.

His Excellency
Mr. Rauf Denktash
Nicosia
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I believe this new version of the document, which replaces the
11 November document, represents the culmination and synthesis of the
longstanding effort at negotiating a settlement. Given the variance between
the standpoints of the two sides, it is difficult to see how it can be ,-
significantly_apj>roved with additional time, though refinements would of / fW
course be possible by negotiation and mutual agreement during the /) ̂  r )
finalization period envisaged in the comprehensive settlement. • ' '

I request that you give the attached revision the most urgent
consideration, with a view to reaching a decisive conclusion in the coming
days, preferably before Mr. derides' departure for Copenhagen on
Wednesday, 11 December. Should a conclusion not be reached by then,
I would ask that your side and the Greek Cypriot side each be available in
Copenhagen, where my Special Adviser can assist them in bringing the effort
to a decisive conclusion this week, thus allowing a reunited Cyprus to accede
to the European Union.

I am fully conscious of the extreme tightness of the time frame. At the
same time, I know you are aware of the overriding priority of reaching a
settlement and of the unique opportunity that now exists to do so in a manner
that accommodates the interests and concerns of all parties. I am therefore
confident that you will give this new proposal the preferential attention it
requires.

Cyprus has a rendezvous with history. It should not be missed.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Kofi A. Annan
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

9 December 2002

Excellency,

In the past few days, the United Nations has pondered carefully over
the responses received from both sides to the plan for a comprehensive
settlement of the Cyprus problem, which I conveyed to them on
11 November 2002. My Special Adviser, Alvaro de Soto, has consulted
extensively with the two sides so as to advance the negotiation in a proximity
format, exploring avenues to improve the document for both sides.

In the light of these efforts, we have prepared a revision of the
11 November document. The revision is attached to this letter. All changes
are highlighted (they appear in grey in the printed document, and in blue on
disk). Some are corrections of an essentially technical nature, aimed at
removing inconsistencies and clarifying some points as well as assisting in
implementation of the agreements.

However, the primary purpose of the revised document is to bridge
the remaining gaps, as reflected in the responses of both sides and in the
intensive consultations that have taken place, so as to advance the prospects
for a balanced and honourable agreement. These substantive improvements
are highlighted and also printed in bold to allow you easily to focus on them.
You will also see that proposals have been made in the case of options or
gaps on key matters outstanding in the original 11 November document.

His Excellency
Mr. Glafkos Clerides
Nicosia
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I believe this new version of the document, which replaces the
11 November document, represents the culmination and synthesis of the
longstanding effort at negotiating a settlement. Given the variance between
the standpoints of the two sides, it is difficult to see how it can be
significantlyjipproveti with additional time, though refinements would of
course be possible by negotiation and mutual agreement during the
finalization period envisaged in the comprehensive settlement.

I request that you give the attached revision the most urgent
consideration with a view to reaching a decisive conclusion preferably before
your departure for Copenhagen on Wednesday, 11 December. Should a
conclusion not be reached by then, I would ask that your side and the Turkish
Cypriot side each be available in Copenhagen, where my Special Adviser can
assist them in bringing the effort to a decisive conclusion this week, thus
allowing a reunited Cyprus to accede to the European Union.

I am fully conscious of the extreme tightness of the time frame. At
the same time, I know you are aware of the overriding priority of reaching a
settlement and of the unique opportunity that now exists to do so in a manner
that accommodates the interests and concerns of all parties. I am therefore
confident that you will give this new proposal the preferential attention it
requires.

Cyprus has a rendezvous with history. It should not be missed.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Kofi A. Annan
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REFERENCE:

9 December 2002

Excellency,

The Secretary-General would be grateful if you could
kindly forward the enclosed letter to His Excellency,
Mr. Anders Fogh Rasmussen, Prime Minister of Denmark.

The copy of the letter is attached for your information.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest
consideration.

S. Iqbal Riza
Chef de Cabinet

Her Excellency
Ms. Ellen Margrethe L0j
Permanent Representative of Denmark

to the United Nations
New York
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

9 December 2002

Excellency,

I wish to express my gratitude for the support of your government
for my good offices mission concerning Cyprus. My Special Adviser,
Alvaro de Soto, discussed the question with Foreign Minister
Per Stig Moeller recently in Ankara. Negotiations to bring about
a settlement are drawing to a decisive moment, spurred by the
approaching enlargement of the European Union. It now appears
that the possibility of a Cyprus settlement and the question of
Turkey's aspiration to obtain a date to start EU accession negotiations
may converge at Copenhagen. This is a unique opportunity to press
for a conclusion. Indeed, this time frame is a key element in the
proposals I put to the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leaders
on 11 November 2002.

Mr. derides is determined to attend the European Council, flying
there on 11 December. As long as the possibility remains open to reach
a settlement that will permit a reunited Cyprus to accede to the European
Union, I know you will agree that no effort should be spared.

Accordingly, I propose to pursue the effort in Copenhagen, in the
expectation that all parties concerned can congregate there. I am writing
to ask whether it would be possible for your government to continue its
valuable support for my efforts by providing facilities for negotiations to
take place in Copenhagen, in an appropriate location in the proximity of
the venue of the European Council, between 11 and 14 December 2002.
Mr. de Soto and his team (7 persons) are planning to arrive there on
11 December. In this regard, Mr. de Soto would be in touch with the
Foreign Ministry.

His Excellency
Mr. Anders Fogh Rasmussen
Prime Minister of Denmark
Copenhagen



I am hopeful that I can count on the support of the Government of
Denmark in this endeavour.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest
consideration.
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Kofi'A.




