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11 July 1969

S.G.;

Ambassador Vinci, -who is leaving tomorrow, Saturday, for several

weeks' leave, came to see me this afternoon with the request that I

pass on to you the following views of the Italian Government:

a. The Italian Government endorses your recent appeal to

the parties in the Middle East conflict.

b. The Italian Government understands your reasons for

mentioning the possibility that you may be forced to

withdraw the observers from the Suez Canal area, but

very much hopes that this will not be necessary

because withdrawal of the United Nations presence

may precipitate a more active and extensive armed

conflict in the Middle East.

c. The Italian Government would be ready to do everything

they can to compel the parties to exercise restraint

and avoid further acts of violence, if you so request.

If there is any reaction on your part to the above message,

Ambassador Vinci would be glad to transmit it personally to his

Government. He will be in his office tomorrow morning.

Jose Rolz-Bennett



12 July 1969

S.G.;

Ambassador Vinci came to see me again this morning, and I

conveyed to him your reaction to the previous message from the

Italian Government, as we discussed last night.

In the meantime, he has received another cable from Rome

which has also been sent to the Italian Ambassadors in Washington,

Moscow, London and Paris. The gist of the message is to revive

the Italian initiative of Aprillast suggesting that, in order to

decrease tension in the Middle East, both UAR and Egypt should

agree to concentrate their troops in the canal in three points:

Kantara, Ismailia and Suez. The area of confrontation would thus

be reduced and the rest of the canal on both sides would be entrusted

to the observation of United Nations personnel. An effort should

be made, as well, to persuade both sides to accept United Nations

Observers at their headquarters in each of the tiree above-mentioned

places.

I undertook to convey this message to you and pass on your

reaction, if any, to the Italian Mission here.
\

Since Vinci asked for my reaction, I told him that thinking ;

aloud I saw very little possibility of such a plan being accepted \

by either party. The suggested redeployment would leave large |

areas of the canal on both sides unprotected and offering an

almost irresistible temptation for infiltration, thus in fact I

increasing the chances of more large-scale incidents. The plan, j
i

in addition, placed new and heavy responsibilities on the United

Nations Observers and, in fact, changed the mandate under which

they were operating. This would require Security Council action

which was unlikely in any case.

Vinci confided to me that he himself had made many of these

points to his Government back in April when the initiative was

raised for the first time. '' '

^
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I wish you a restful weekend. If there is anything you need

me for, please do not hesitate to call mee George knows how to

get in touch with me.



Estella

For your file - RJB has a copy.

gg
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Unofficial translation

STATEMENT OF THE WIDER SECHETAEY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, MR.
ANGELO SALIZZONI, ON RECENT EVENTS ON LEBANON, BEFORE
THE SENATE ON MAY 14, 1970.

"Even if the Israeli intervention in Lebanon

has been justified as a repraisal against the attacks of

the guerrilla, actions of this type cannot but worry the

Italian Government because the}' represent a threat to peace

and to the integrity and existence of Lebanon and aggravate

the tension in the Middle East.

The Italian Government has firmly stated that

it opposes the use of force from whatever side and it

deems necessary to confirm its position now. In this

spirit, the Italian Government has welcomed the resolution

adopted unanimously by the Security Council on May 12th,

demanding the withdrawal of the Israeli troops. But the

Italian action in relation to the conflict in the Middle

East has gone beyond mere statements. Italy has pursued

concrete initiatives based on the principle of a political

solution of the conflict, the only solution possible.

Preoccupied by the continuous escalation of the crisis, the

Italian Government has approached, on the 5th of February

1970, the Governments of the Four Permanent Members of the

Security Council and has suggested an agreement for the

freezing of the sales of arms in the Middle East as a pre-

condition for a fruitful continuation of the negotiations

for a peaceful solution of the conflict.

Later, Italy has provided a more complete

formulation of the proposal indicating that it was contem-

plating a control for the limitation of the sale of
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sophisticated arms. A Committee of countries producing this

type of arras could be entrusted with such a control. The

Committee could be composed of the four Permanent Members,

of Italy, Belgium, Sweden, Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hunga*

and could be conceived as a subsidiary body of the Security

Council, established, under article 29 of the Charter. In

spite of this formulation, we had encountered various

perplexities from certain States. The Secretary-General of

the United Nations, while remarking chat a control on

armaments is one of the most difficult tasks,has expressed

the view that our initiative deserved to be thoroughly

explored.

Moreover, Italy has pursued an action intended

to restore the observance of the cease-fire on the basis of

the United Nations Resolutions of June 1967. In spite of

our clear explanations that the cease-fire should be linked

with an engagement for the maintenance of the legal status

of the occupied territories, our initiative has not suc-

ceeded in modifying the negative stand of certain countries.

Because of the rigid position of the parties and because of

the difficulties in obtaining a formal engagement in this

respect, we have then proposed to achieve a gradual de facto

uccscalation. To this end, we have approached the Governments

of the Four Permanent Members of the Security Council and

examined with them the possibility to act on the parties in

order to achieve a gradual deescalation. Although our

initiatives have not met with general approval, they have,

no doubt, emphasized the urgency for the search of a political

solution in order to avoid a widening of the conflict.

But at this stage, I wish to emphasize that Italy

has taken a specific initiative to protect the integrity of



Lebanon. I refer to a diplomatic action pursued for quite

a certain time in order to establish a permanent protection

along the frontier between Israel and Lebanon - the sole

frontier between Israel and Arab States which is not an

object of contention - through a more active preaenct of

the united Nations. On May 12th, the Italian fieprerfentativ

to the United Nations, Ambassador 7iuci, has met with the

Secretary General and with the President of the Security

Council and has submitted to them certain Italian proposals

on this problem, I can assure that the Italian Government

intends to pursue every possible action in order to obtain,

in the framework of the United Nations, the adoption of

measures devised to put an end to a situation which could

render the conflict more dangerous. I wish to recall that,

in the opinion of the Italian Government, the guarantee

of the independence and of the integrity of Lebanon, even

in the presence of armed organizations of Palestinian

refug_ees_jdifficult to control, represents a fundamental

element of the equilibrium in the Mjddle East and a condition

for the peace in the region.
tî ^
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SPEECH OF MR. MORO MINISTER FOR FOREIGN
AFFAIRS BEFORE THE SENATE

EXCERPT CONCERNING THE MIDDLE EAST
March 12th, 1971

, "We have done all we could to help bringing

about a peaceful settlement trying to draw nearer the parties*

standpoints.

The numerous contacts that I had with the leaders of

various Arab Countries and with the leaders of Israel, which I

have recently visited to return Minister Abba Eban's visit to

Italy of June 1970, should be appraised in that spirit.

As far as our relations with the Arab iirorld are con-

cerned it has been of great interest the recent trip of Under-

secretary Salizzoni who had the opportunity of having contacts wflh

Iraqui, Syrians and Lebanese leaders.

All this activity has been deployed with a view to

finding,through an objective appraisal, the ways for a solution

of present crisis and of crisis looming in the near future. We

are assured that our discreet action has been positively regarded

-by both parties so much more as Italy has relations of sincere

friendship with all the States of the region.

The Italian Government has always held the opinion
most forum

that the United Nations is the/appropriate / for discussing the

solution of conflicts. It is therefore in the framework of the

United Nations that the Middle East crisis should be settled.

We think that this settlement has to be reached through the im-

plementation, in all its parts, of the United Nations resolution



of November 22nd, 1967, which has been accepted by Israel and

by the main Arab Countries, That is why from the beginning

we have placed our confidence in the mission of the Special

Representative of the Secretary General of the United Nations

Ambassador Jarring. He is going through various obstacles, but

in spite of the difficulties he met, his efforts have undoubtedly

succeeded in identifying more clearly the problems to be settled

and a convergence of views has been established on the principles

of termination of the state of belligerency, of respect for the

sovereignty and the territorial integrity of all the States of

the region and their right to live in peace within secure and

recognized boundaries.

The cease-fire is now in fact being observed and we

hope that it can be maintained as long as it might be necessary

taking into account that the Egyptian President has clearly sta-

ted in his last speech that the fact that the cease-fire has not

been renewed formally doeemo*. m&̂ n that, the guns will . speak

â ain arvi bhe negotiations would, cease.

My recent visit to Israel has given me the opportuni-

ty to meet the leaders of that industrious people that in the

span of a generation has been admirably able to give full value

to the local resources ensuring to the hundreds of thousand of

persons escaped from the nazi repression and their sons a life

in oandi-hions of dignity and freedom.

As in previous contacts with the Arab Governments I



had sought to gather all the possible elements for an exhaustive

evaluation of the ways they intend to follow to settle the con-

flict. In this visit I could complete the picture acquiring a •

deeper kiowledge of the Israeli point of view, particularly in this

new and delicate stage of the negotiations. The points of dif-

ference are"certainly.considerable.

The Senate will allow me to maintain the necessary dis-

cretion. Although we are interested in a peaceful settlement we

are extraneous to the conflict and it is not for us to judge the

fundamental positions of the parties. What we can say is that

the solutions which are born from a concurrence of will and lead

to an era of peaceful and fruitful coexistence between those

peoples open long-term prospects. As the Secretary-General of

the United Nations has pointed out in his report to the Security

Council of March 5th, a report whichtesafies an action fully ap-

preciated by the Italian Government, tiie situation shows on one

harxd oi/wnerrbo-taf pr-conijs-o, but on the other hand reasons for in-

creasing concern. It is therefore the task of all parties to do

everythirg,they can to continue the negotiations under Jarring's

auspices. The members of the Israeli Government have told me a

few days ago that they accept the Jarring Mission and intend to

cooperate for positive results. President Sadat confirmed that

he is aiming to a political solution. If the parties will present

through the mediator constructive proposals which could satisfy
ting

their yearning for justice and security without upset/the balance

on which the Resolution of the Security Council is based, the



appreciation and the gratitude of world public opinion will be

assured to them.

Italy, which is well aware of the serious and delicate

problems still pending, will continue to play a role, which is

not- that of a mediator (this role belongs to Jarring) but it is

one of clarification and friendly contacts with all the parties.

Italy joins the appeal to the parties for allowing, by" a suit-

able attitude, Jarring to resume the negotiations and bring them

forward. In expressing this wish, Italy is only prompted by the

interest to a rapid restoration of the peace in the Eastern Me-

diterranean. This is a necessary prerequisite to all action

for promoting the rehabilitation of the territories ravaged by '

the conflict and for ensuring the well-being of the peoples of

the region. To this action Italy, and we are certain all Europe,

will not fail to give its contribution.


