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Dear Mr. Secretary-General,

It is with great pleasure that I share with you our Annual Report for 2003/2004.

Entitled Opening Doors, this year's report exemplifies UNV's efforts to expand opportunities for
volunteers toi"engage in development and, thus, to further the reach of volunteerism at the local,
national and international levels.

Reinforcing the value of volunteerism in all UNV operations and continuing to build on the
momentum generated around the International Year of Volunteers 2001, UNV together with its
partners in the UN, governments, private sector, and non-governmental and community-based
organizations are involving more people than ever, be it youth groups, Online Volunteers, retired
persons or corporate volunteers, to devote their time and skills to just causes.

As you will see, this past year was another period of dynamic growth for the organization. The
scope of our activities to promote volunteerism for development continued to expand. In fact, 2003
was the seventh consecutive record-setting year for UNV, as the actions of.5,635 UN Volunteers
touched the lives of people in 144 countries. Originating from 162 countries, UN Volunteers, for the
most part mid-career professionals, worked to help reduce poverty, curb the spread of HIV/AIDS,
reverse the trend of environmental degradation and promote peace. This again highlights that UNV
is an organization about people at the centre of development.

Indeed, the power of volunteerism to launch people into action is also a reason why volunteering for
development appears more than ever as a key contributor to achieving the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs). EyeiLas^you read this, volunteers are helping to bring the goals to life. No doubt,
trying to acJjte^eTneMDGsfeshighly ambitious. But so are volunteers.
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