
~\~ 
~~~~=.t~l•=~ ~ ~V!!SJ# •= ::f·J~l• ~~ ~~ ~ =e= "=3=~ 

ASSEMBLY OF MUSLiriiS ~ ~~ NIGERIA 
No. 6 Gamal Abdol Nulr Closo, 
Off Julius Nyoro Street, 
Off Yakubu Gowon Crescent, 
Asokoro, Abuja. 

Tol: 09·3140051 
{"?or-lov!C.08023716090 

N}IZ. 6 ~ /YI~). 08034478346 
ACTION I (_ ,.__~ ' 

COPY ,D*'j 6/ c d c .. ) It(;: . 

AMIN/CH/OFF/54/2014 

His Excellency, 
17'h Ramadan, 1435AH- 15 July, 2014 

Ban Kii moon, UN Secretary General, 
United Nations Permanent Headquarters, 
New York, US A 

Dear Sir. 

OCT - 7 ~, 
r~- o:JZ-'33 

RE: NIGERIAN MUSLIM SCHOLARS URGENTLY APPEALS 1/0 1{ TilE 
UNITED NATION IMMEDIATE INTERVENTION TO STOP THE MOST 
EVER-GRAVE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE NORTHEAST AND 
SOME PARTS OF NIGERIAAND THE WORLD AT LARGE. 

It is on behalf of Nigerian Muslims and Muslim scholars, I write with re ference to 

Quran chapter 4 verse 1 ' ' 0 mankind be careful of your duty tu your lord Will) 

created you from a single soul and from it created its mate and from them twain 

hath spread abroad a multitude of men and women. Be careful of your duty 

towards Allah in whom ye claim (your right) of one another, and towards the 

wombs (that bare you). Lo Allah hath been a watcher over you". 

Chapter 5 last portion of verse 2 "but ye help one another unto righteousness and 

pious duty. Help not one another unto sin and transgression but keep your duty to 

Allah. Lo Allah is sever in punishment". 

And in chapter 21 verse 107 "we sent thee not but as a mercy for peoples''. 

Following the above references in the verses quoted from the Holy Quran, we are 

also referring to the preamble of the United Nations Declaration which st s..afl'd ·~ 

quote: Rt: CE.\\icD 
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"Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable 

rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and 

peace in the world, 

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts 

which have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in 

which human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from 

fear and want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common people, 

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last 

resort, to rebellion against tyram1y and oppression, that human rights should be 

protected by the rule of law, 

Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between 

nations, 

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their 

faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person 

and in the equal rights of men and women and have determined to promote social 

progress and better standards of life in larger freedom, 

Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in co-operation with 

the United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of 

human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest 

importance for the full realization of this pledge, 

Now, Therefore THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY proclaims THIS UNIVERSAL 

DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS as a common standard of achievement 
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for all peoples and all nations, to the end that every individual and every organ of 

society, keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, shall stri ve by teach ing zmd 

education to promote respect for these rights and freed oms and by progress ive 

measures, national and international, to secure their universal and effective 

recognition and observance, both among the peoples of Member States themselves 

and among the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction" 

Borrowing leave from the above verses of the holy Quran and the United Nations 

Declaration, we the Nigerian Muslim scholars wish to observe the following: 

1-Moderate Muslim scholars, who received their religious education from the 

original sources and the supposedly correct ones work tirelessly to spread the 

message of Islam by preaching peace and shun social vices. This is done with the 

hope of achieving freedom, justice, equality and peaceful co-existence between 

nations. 

2-Muslim scholars strongly believe that God Almighty neither create man to fight 

one another, nor did he create the world for later destruction, it is rather a testing 

and construction ground for mankind as rightly pointed out in Quran Chapter 67 

verse 2 "Who hath created life and death that he may try you which of yo u is best 

in conduct and He is the mighty the forgiving". In chapter 1 l veers 61 last portion 

ofthe verse "He brought you forth from the earth and Has made you husband it. So 

ask forgiveness of Him and turn unto Him repentant. Lo my Lord is Nigh 

responsive". 

3-Muslim scholars further observe and affirm that an individual Muslim faith is 

never complete without believes in the religions of God (Christianity, Judaism etc) 

and respects to followers of other religions without interference in their internal 
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matters. Coupled with this is the respect to mutual agreements and declarations to 

which Muslims are signatory party. 

4- Scholars considered the existence of extremist group in any religion, schools of 

thought, or ideology in a society as a natural phenomenon. However, what they 

consider abnormalis to hold the larger society responsible for the bad deeds of a 

minority extremist or collectively punish the majority without discriminating 

criminals from non-criminals. 

5- Scholars also considered differences 111 opm1on based on ideology, school of 

thought or practice as natural phenomenon in societies. The appropriate method to 

use in reaching understanding or consensus should be through constructive 

dialogue which gives rights to every one without resort to violence. 

6-Muslim scholars are well informed of the violence committed in the name or 
Islam to which many innocent Muslims and non-Muslim fall victims, is to the best 

of their Knowledge has no relationship whatsoever with Islam. The violence 

werein most cases committed under the false interpretation of the original sources 

of Islamic knowledge, lack of Islamic knowledge, or other pol itical, economic and 

ethnic-based reasons.As a result of this some individuals, group or organization 

with selfish motives utilize this violence in order to achieve certain economic, 

political but destructive goals. 

7- Muslim scholars believe in the right of individual for se lf-defense especially 

defending ones faith, person, chastity, intellect, money and environment if they 

were exposed to tyranny, oppression, arrogance and injustice. Self-defense is 

therefore a right guaranteed to individuals under international conventions and the 

Quran chapter 22 verse 39-40 "Sanction is given unto those who fight because they 
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have been wronged and Allah is indeed able to give them victory; those who have 

been driven from their homes unjustly only because they said our Lord is A 11ah­

for had it not been for Allah's repelling some men by means of others clo isters and 

churches, and oratories and mosques wherein the name of Allah is oft-mentioned 

would assuredly have been pulled down. Verily Allah helpeth one who helpeth 

Him,. Lo Allah is strong; Almighty". 

Despite all these facts, we believe the appropriate solutions to these problems 

remain patience and self-restrain to avoid anarchy and destruction and this remains 

the watchdog for Muslim scholars in Nigeria. 

Having re-affirmed our commitment to international declaration conventions and 

the rule of international law;We the Muslim scholars in Nigeria have observed 

dangers threatening the social fabrics of our country whose people were known to 

have lived together in peace and harmony over half a century with their different 

religious, ethnic, ideological and political affiliations.Most of us were asking the 

question why this violence is continuing against the will of the international 

community and under their strict surveillance and intelligence what is the true 

situation, who are those responsible and what their real motive is.Questions like 

this for which definite answers could not be given made Muslim scholars seek 

further clarification on a number of issues such as: 

l-In the recent past people in a number of states of northern Nigeria were exposed 

to series of violence where properties worth billions of dollars were destroyed and 

thousands of life lost. This has later metamorphosed into an ethnic clcan s ing-li~c 

violence where men killed, women kidnapped and raped and children taken to 

undisclosed destination. This led many people deserting their homes, villages, 

towns' cities in search of safe place. No religious group or denomination were 
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singled out as a target rather people of all religions were victims of thi s 

manufactured violence in the states of Adamawa, Borno, Tarab, Yobe and some 

states of the north. We therefore consider as strange the United Nations reluctance 

or inability from fully discharging its international responsibility or taking action 

as mandated by intemational chm1ers and conventions, 

2-Muslim scholars had on many occasions intimated stake holders especially the 

President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, members of the National Assembly 

and the traditional rulers on the danger of the insurgence. Their response sir, up to 

the time of writing you this letter is not commensurate with the gravity of kill ing, 

destruction of properties and forceful deriving out of innocent citizens from their 

places of settlement. 

3- Muslim scholars are eager to know the rationale behind the internationnl 

communities silence over the plight of these innocent civilians who were exposed 

to wars for no obvious political, religious or legal reasons. Coupled with this is the 

large sum of money expended on personnel cost, military equipment all with the 

aim of providing security for the unfortunate displaced persons. After all they were 

living in peace in their various places of settlement why should they be exposed to 

dangers?It will only sound just and fair to spend the large sums of money for the 

economic and social well-being of the poor displaced persons rather than using it 

creating and manufacturing problems. For example if the authority in the US state 

of Ohio demand license from hunters before hunting rats - a high level or concern 

for animal rights- one will expect a greater concern for human right from the UN, 

any level of response below this from the United Nations towards the crises in 

Northern Nigeria will sound strange in the eyes of keen observers and human right 

activist. 
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4-Since Islam is a global religion, the cnses m Nigeria is not isolated rather 

different countries of the world mayshare same experience with Nigeria ,such as 

Republic of Central Africa, Sudan. Mali, State of Palestine, Traq, Syri a, Yemen. 

Libya, Somalia, Burma, Myam11ar etc, .Muslim scholars considered this as 

dangerous trend and require immediate action from leaders of nations who believe 

and work for peace. 

5-Muslim scholars have therefore observed that all human races are exposed to 

unprecedented oppression, tyranny and injustice orchestrated by some wealthy 

rulers against fellow human. They were the ones who campaign for freedom, 

human rights and principles of democracy; unfortunately the same people 

werefound practicing injustice and inequality between human races. 

6- Muslim scholars also note with dismay that, despite the sophistication attained 

in the media in our modern world the media reports only a negligible percentage of 

the crimes committed in crises areas of the world. To be precise the media has lost 

its credibility as objective repmier or assessor, in fact its role is more dcstructi \ e 

than productive. The media is technically serving the role of a programmer who 

serves his clients by spreading their ideological believe among the youth 

irrespective of whether they are good or bad, respecting cultural values or not. 

7- Muslim scholars are of the opinion that the UN is required more than ever 

before to take an immediate step in reconciling this situation and bring to a halt 

imbalance in the activities of its members. 

8-However as Muslims our scriptural teaching requires that we approach so lving 

problems by means of constructive dialogue. It is also a divine requirement for 

Muslim to preach the message of peace and live in peace and harmony and as 
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subject obey leaders and advise them appropriately without fear or favo r. For 

whatever reason if we were subjected to tyranny and oppression and injustice, we 

have no arms to resist but we certainly resort to Almighty Allah for assistance as 

he promised to assist us when we are in difficulties especially in times like thi s 

surat Atmaml(Ant) verse 62 "Is He not the (best) Who answereth the wronged 

ones when he crieth unto Him and removeth the evil" 

9-Muslim scholars re-affirm their commitment and confidence in the United 

Nations along with leaders of the civilized world who are capable of turn ing the 

world ofviolence into a world of peace and good habitat for the entire human race. 

In our opinion the world leaders' chances to achieve these goals are not far-fetched 

especially that peace and security are lacking in many countries of the world. 

Peace and security are of dearneed to all communities and nations, and Almighty 

Allah promised to provide it if there isgood will from communities and nations 

chapter 106 verse 4 "Who hath fed them against hunger. And hath made them safe 

from fear". Finally Muslim scholars are always ready to cooperate with the United 

Nations and her different Agencies in order to achieve peace, stability, soc ial and 

economic well-being of the entire world. 

Sincerely Yours 

hariff Ibrahim SalehAihussaini (coN) 
Chairman 
Fatwa Committees of the Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs of Nigeria and 
Jama'atu Nasril Islam 
Chairman 
Assembly of Muslims in Nigeria, AMIN 
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cc 

!-President of the Federal republic of Nigeria Dr. Good Luck Ebele Jonathan 
GCON 
2-African Union (AU) 
3-European Union (EU) 
4-The Arab League 
5-Gulf Cooperation Council (G CC) 
6-0rganisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) 
7-Muslim League 
8-The Sheikh of Azhar 
9-World Muslim (intellectual) Council 
10-The British Prime Minister, 
11-President of the United States of America 
12-President of France 
13-President of Russia 
14-President of the People's Republic of China 
15-Human Rights Commission 
16- President Arab Republic of Egypt 
17- The Sultan ofSokto, President, Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs ofNigeria 
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4 • •• , 

Your Excellency 

Greetings, 

Attached is a letter sent to Your Excellency, Mr. Ban Kii Moon, 

Secretary General of the United Nations, by His Eminence 

Sheikh Sharif Ibrahim Saleh AI-Hussaini CON. 
Chairman, Assembly of Muslims in Nigeria (AM IN) 
Member, Nigerian Inter Religious Council (NIREC) 
Chairman, Fatwa Committeues of the Supreme Council 
for Islamic Affairs of Nigeria and Jama'atu Nasrillslam 
Member, International Council of Muslim Elders, 
(recently inaugurated in Abudhabi). 

Thank you~ c:;} \ • :::-::-..-., 
Kamal Muhammad Ali 
Ag. Secretary 
22/08/2014 

+2348034478346 

+201226686893 

NOTE: our office has been moved from Asokoro , we are 

temporary using: No 22 Lingu crescent, Off Amino kano crescent 

Wuse 2 , Ahuja. 


