
UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

TO George Xanthaky 

FROM R. J. Yo~in 

Cairo, Egypt 
April 4, 1944 

SUBJECT: Information requested by Division Displaced Persons 

There is submitted here~ith the reply furnished 
, MrdRB.A to memorandum dated March 6, 1944 from c. M. Pierce o 

Miss Caroline A. Flexner (attached). It is regretted that 
only one copy is available for you to take back with you. 
However, in view of the time element it is not feasible to 
have additional copies struck off here. It is hoped that 
this can be done at Washington without too great inconvenience. 



OFFICE OF THE MINISTER RESIDENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

Tel. No. 45301. 

Ref. No ............ ...... ..... . 

MIDDLE EAST RELIEF & REFUGEE ADMINISTRATION 

3 , SH . AHMED PASHA, GARDEN CITY, 

CA IR 0. 

3rd April, 1944 .. 

Information on Displaced Persons in Cam£ 

Herewith replies to questionnaire on the 
above subject .. 

It. will he annreciated that MERRA has no 
active intere8t ~n t.he camps not directly under 
their aaJYI~ ni~ tr>R t~ on in +.he M1 ddle East. The 
informFt tion rr1ven for thel'le other camps happens, 
incidentally, to be available in this office but 
is not necessarily entirely accurate nor always 
has it been pbs sible to supply the de tail re qi.red. 



' ~ Answer to be returned to : Refugee Camp Se ct ion 
Bureau of Areas 
UNRRA - 305 Dupont Circle Building 
Washington , D. C. 

March 6, 1944 

TO : HISS CAROLIN A. FLF.XNF.R 

FRm.~: c. H. Pierce ~ 

SUBJECT: Information requested by Division on 
Displaced Persons 

In response to your verbal request , I attac~ herewith 
a state~ent of the subjects about which the Division 
on Displaced Persons ould l _· ke to be informed if it 
is possible for Governor Lehman to have the information 
obtained . 

It is probable that all the information requested is 
not available in Cairo . Any which can be provided will 
be helpful . Also, information is requested for subjects 
about which we have already been informed . However, 
previous information usually came from such a variety 
of SC'urces that a confirm tion would tend to establish 
its validity. 

You will note that the ubjects presented are inclusive 
in scope and many may not now be the concern of FRA . 
4s you are aware, this Bivision is called upon, from time 
to time, to give specific advice on Displaced Persons 
throurhout the world . It seems essential then thet t~is 
general information be collected and correlated so as to 
be available for use when needed in Hearin7s , Council 
discussions , planning or operations . 

In general, the subjects in the attached memoranda fall 
into two main groups: 

1 . Information needed on general displacement of 
populations . 

2 . Information on Displaced Persons cared for in 
cauips . 

The material presented herewith has been read and approved 
by Mr . Georre L. arren . 

Attachments 



Il\TFOP,MATI TIT ON GE!1TEPAL ISPLACF.1,ffi;"'JT 
OF POPTJLtl TI('llTS A llTD (l'T'~ MA 'I'BFIAL 

•1JEEDED 

March 6, 1944 

1 . What is the current estimate of the total number of Yugoslavs to be 
evacuated to qypt? 

a . How many have arrived? 
Ho many are enroute? 
Are they being- cared for in ~'oses Wells, or in new· carr.ps? 

7ames and locations of such new camps, and number in each . 

b . Are any other nationals to be included? 
· ich? How many'? ,fuen? 

2 . Any figures available on the numb8r of displaced persons (other than 
Italians) in the zone of allied occupation in Southern Italy, Sicily, 
Sardinia, Corsica . ( e already have specific information on the 
Ferramonti camp at Tarsia . This question refers to any other informa­
tion available) . 

a . Number of each nationality 
b . Approximate locations, if concentrated . 

J . Jilly figures available on the displacement of Italian nationals in Southern 
Italy. (These figures would give a clue to the intra- country displacement 
to be expected from difficult ~·1itar operations) 

4. Are rrreeks still escapin~ to Allied islands or Turkey, or has t hat migra­
tion ceased? Have all the ~reeks in Tur key been evacuated? Are there any 
plans for relocation of the Greek refugees now in the Middle Fast to other 
areas? Where? !hen? 

5 . How many Poles still remain in Ira.n and India? ~lhat p~ans are being made 
for their relocation? Are any Poles still comi.ng out of Russia? Is it 
planned that any will come within the next six months? How many? ·':here 
will they go? 

6. To assist in drafting re~istration and temporar y identity forms for use 
by UJ'IBRA, it would be important to secure copies of : 

a . Camp identity cards issued in Moses , .. ells and other 
camps in the kiddle East 

b . RRA identity cards 

c . AIO identity documents (Presumably issued by British 
Military Intelligence) 

d . Copies of rolls or registers used as permanent camu records . 

Note: Our present information indicates that refufees transported from 
receiving- ca--:ps to transit camps, such as 1 oses Wells, lJave in 

their 
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their possession :IO cards issued by British ~ ili t. ry Intelligence. At 
Moses 'ells they are registered, entered on the camp rolls, and are 
i s sued a camn identity card for identification and rations . This is 
cross ref ere nee to the calTlp roll. fuen they leave :rfo es Tells, they 
are issued a ~'EHR identity card which, pp_ authorities hope, will be 
recognized by other camp authorities . 



INFORMATION ON DISPLA.CED PERSOJITS I\T CAHP 

Information needed for camps iri Kenya, Uga.nda, TanP"anyika, Northern 
Rhodesia, Southern Ehodesia, Nyasaland , ~minion of South frica , 
Abyssinia, Palestine , Syria, Cyprus, Iran, India, Southern Italy: 
(exclusive of Moses ,..,ells, Ji leppo, and Souk El Gharb) 

1. Names of camps and their locations . (If not in a settled 
place, ~ive distance to nearest settled place) 

2 . Nationality in each camp . 

J . Camp population as to men, women, children a~d age distri­
bution . 

4 . Vv1lo administers each camp . 

5 . 'fuo furnishes basic maintenance of camp refugees . 

6. 'Who ultimately is charged for expenses of maintenance of 
camp refugees . 

? . ith respect to each camp: 

a . Are camp members expected to do a certain amount 
of work in return for their keep? 

b . Is paid work restricted to necessary housekeeping 
tasks of camps or is it extended to include work 
orojects aimed to improve morale of camp members?· 
What are rates of pay for such work? Is pay in 
addition to basic maintenance provided? 

c . Are camp members allowed to work outside the camp 
for private or >!'overnmental errployers? How TT'any 
are so employed? What are their 'Tao-es? Do they 
live outside the camp or return at nipht? For 
those w'110 return, is maintenance Provided in camp? 
Is any char!:e r:ade for this? How much? 

d . at is the policy with respect to camp members 
employed as doctors , nurses, school teachers 
and other professional or skilled positions? 
Do they receive a full salary? bat salaries 
are oaid? Is full maintenance provided in 
addition? Is any charo-e made for this? 

e . Are small businesses such as shoe repair and 
barbering permitted? Are these run by refugees? 
Are they paid at flat or varied rates? Do they 
char e for their productions? '/hat is done about 
payment for their maintenance in camp? 

f . 
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f . What is policy on li vinr allowances, g-rants 
to needy, vocational training? 

g. How are consumer enterprises operated? By 
refugees? As cooperatives? Supervised by 
the administration? re wa~es in consumer 
enterprises same as for other can~ work? 
Are the wa!'.!es paid by the administration 
or the enterprises? 

h . ~at are internal security arranferr.ents? 
Are refugees on police force, etc? 

~ . Is corrnnunity government established by the 
refugees? /hat matters are decided by the 
corrnnunity council? iho are its me~bers? 

j . Are there any special provisions for un­
at tached chi ldren? How many of these are 
there , by aRe distribution of pre-school , 
6- 12 , 12-16, and ove r 16? 

8 . Figures on refugees outside of camps but related to the 
camps , distributed by sex, age and nati.onq.lities . 

9 . Who arranges for admission of refugees and their general 
supervision? 



8CALE OF' POCKET MONEY AND WAGES PAYABLE TO GREEK 
REFUGEES TRROUGHCUT MIDDLE EAST 

A ) o POCKET MO!TEY 

1. Family Groups with Children up to 18 years 

( i) 
(ii) 

(iii) 
(iv) 

Married Couple 
II ti 

ti II 

II ti 

and 1 child 
and 2 children 
and family (ma ximum) 

PT 
ti 

ti 

II 

25 
30 
35 
35 

per week 
II II 

II 11 

II II 

NOTE: Where there is no man and wife, and head of family group is 
father or mother, an elder child or close relative or guardian, then 
the scale to be paid is as follows:-

1. Famil::t: GrouE with Children UE to 18 Years 

( i ) Head of Group PT 15 per week 
(11) " II " and 1 child II 20 II " 

(iii) II II II and 2 children II 25 It " 
(iv) II II II and family (maximum) II 25 11 II 

Children over 18 years will be considered as adults and 
trBated as separate individuals under 2o 

2o Single Persons, not within a Family Group 

( i ) 
(ii) 

(iii) 

Children up to 14 years 
II 14 to 18 II 
11 18 upwards (adults) 

PT 5 per week 
II 10 II II 
II 15 ti II 

Payment of Pocket Money, as above, to come into effect as 
from 1st February, 19440 

B). WAGES 

The payment of wages will be made under two broad classifi­
cations, viz., MAlJUAL LA BOUR ( Tra_desmen, etc 6) and PROFESSIONAL. 
The remuneration of doctors will be tr>~~P. ted as an entirely separate 
question, each appointment to be considered individually and remuner­
ation fixed according to the particular circumstances applying:-

MANUAL LA BOUR (Tradesmen, etc o) 

Labourers, foremen, blacksmiths, carpenters, shoermkers, painters, 
etc., etco To be added to as cases arise:-

PT x to PT 40 (n~ximum unskilled rate) - up to 
a maximum of PT 70 per week for skilled labour. 

The commencing rate "x 11 to be left to the discretion of 
the Camp Commandants~ 

PROFESSIONAL 

School-teachers, Nurses, Welfare -workers, Anaesthetists, Liaison 
Interpreters, Cli:irical, Heads of HanG.icre.ft Sections, etc. rro 
be added to as cases arise. 

Rate of pay to be up to a rmximum of .l5 per month. 

Payment as above to come into effect as from 1st. January, 1944, 
in respect of such refugees as are eligible by virtue of duties 
car!.'ied outc 

Cairo lo2o44o 
C! n.n. / M'TI • 



Answers to Q,b.estion 7a 8 and 9. 

7. (a) Any work other than personal tasks receives wages except 
in case of Yugoslavs. 

(b) Extends to work projects. 
~ay in addition to basic maintenance rates for Greeks 
attached - slight variation between countries. 

(c) With permission of local government. 

(d) Salary estimated in relation to maintenance they receive 
(~ee attached for Greeks). 
If employed in C8.MP, live in camps. 

(e) Yes in Polish cemps of East Africa . 
done for wages plus maintenance . 

Otherwise work is 

(f) L1ving allowances only paid in Cyprus. Training for 
nurses, craftsmen and potential relief workers. 

(g) This question is not fully understood. Consumer 
production, i.e. clothing production, Ptc . - is carried 
out by refugees for themselves. 

(h) Refugees usually have own guard - in military areas -
Greek Army guard. 

( i) A refugee cornmi ttee in ea.ch camp cooperates with 
admihis tra tion. 

(j) Polish orphan camp in India and South Africa. 

8. Only appliesin Cyprus (Greeks) and Palestine (Poles). 
Details not easily available. 

9. ~Br.ml'mB~XIrBX:mB:mli:i~ Refugees are usually interrogated 
when they first reach Allied zone, before allocation to 
refugee camp. 



Subject:- Inform9tion on General Displacement of 
PonulA tiong and other material needed • 

. Requested hy Division on Displaced Persons. 

Refugee Camp Section, 
Bureau of Areas, 
UNRRA, 
305, Dupont Circle Building, 
WASHINGTON, n.c. 

Your 1 

Your la 

Your lb 

Your 2. 

l(a) 

Herewith replies to your questionnaire of 
' ) 6th March, 1944. 

The current estimate of the total number of Yugoslavs to 
be evacuated to Egypt is twenty-five thousand(25,000). 

(b) Arrivecll. Eleven thousand (11,000) 
. ) 

(c) En route F1ve thousand ~ ( 5, 000) 

(d) 
Yugoslavs are not accommodated in the Greek camps at 
M0 ses Wells. ' 

{e) New cAmpS have been set up EJt El Shatt, Suez (10 mjles 
from Moses Wells) and at El Khatatba (30 miles from 
Cairo and sd.iacent to the A1e~andria road. 

Ca.PB cd t"T of H'] S'ha t t 
" 11 El Kha ta tbe. 

16,000 
10,000 

(f) All arr.:.vals to date are acc.ommodated in El Shatt. 
The second camp at bl Khatatba is now prepared -and 
ready for reception of refugees as soon as El Shatt 
is full. 

(g) Other nationals are not to be included. 

2(a) On his return from Italy, MERRA liaison officer stated that 
5,000-6,000 non-Italian Jewish people are in the country, 
including those at Ferramonti, some of whom claim to 
possess i mmigration certificates for Palestine. 

(b) Full information on this question· should be obtained from 
Allied Control Commission, D1splaced Persons Sub-Commissio 
Eastern Italy. 

Your 3 MERRA does not cover the Italian theatre of operations. 
Application for the desired information should be made as 

Your 4 

in para. 2(b) above. 

3(a) Greeks are still escaping into Turkey and numbers are 
increasing. At. present the flow has reached one 
thousand {1,000) per month. This is largely due to 
German action ~n ~o~cibl~ evacuating Greek Dodecanese 
islanders to rr,,rkev. 

(b) Greek refugees are 
soon as possible: 
ability of rolling 
and Palestine. 

invariably evacuated from Turkey as 
the length of stay depends on avsil­
stock and camp accommodation in Egypt 



3(c) Saturation point has been reached in all the 
reception territories outside M.Eo 

. It has, therefore, been impossible to plan ' ' 
further reallocation of Greeks, except by inter 
camp changes in the Middle East9 

I ~ J 

Your 5 4(a) Poles remaining in Iran 9,000 
Pole settled in India. P..3~c 

(b)Some 4,500 in Iran are in process of shipment to 
East Arrica. r 

Your 6(a~ 
(b)(c)(~ 

(c)No fu~trer Pole; are expected from Russ1aa 

Copies attached4 

Y0 ur information in th-ts connec tton is correct. 

' ) 

' ) 

I ) 

' ) 

I' 



I 

2 1 4 5 6 
Numbers in Camp Camp adminis te red Ba sic maintenance l'Jia intenance Camp Nationality Men Women Children Total by furnished by expenses ult~natdy 

charged to 
\ 

Poles 691 2552 804 4047 ME RR A Foreign Office Polish Government 
II 90 606 1699 2395 II through MERRA II 
II 7 15 44 66 II II II 
II 353 1558 920 2831 II II II 

Poles . ' 799 Government of Polish Government Polish Government II 3050 I ndia II II 
II 420 II II II 
II 70 II II II 

I 

;A 

Greeks , 513 EARA with Greek Greek Government !}reek Government 
assistance 

I 

I 
I 

Poles 271 1388 1538 3197 EARA with Polish Polish Gove rnment Polish Government II 218 697 596 1511 assistance II II 

~A 
II 289 1414 1234 2937 II II . II 
II 27 205 173 405 II II II 
II 47 454 322 823 II II II I 

II 36 383 363 782 II II II 
I 

R~WDESIA 

lb'1Ja fl 68 237 182 487 II II 11 _ ) 

II 87 538 314 939 II 
II II 

. ) .. - - - - -- - --· -· - --· --



1 2 ~ 4 5 
Numbers in Camp Ca1llp administe rec · Ba sic maintenance .Ma in-

Name of Camp Nationality Men Women Children Total by furnished by expel 
char: 

IRAN 

' Te he ran Poles 691 2552 804 4047 ME RR A Foreign Office Poli : Isfahan rt 90 606 1699 2395 II through MERRA 
Meshed II 7 15 44 66 II " Awaz If 353 1558 920 2831 If If 

INDIA 

Karachi Poles - 799 Government of Polish Government Poli : ' , ,, 
Kholapur II 3050 India II 

Jamna ga r If 420 If II 

Panj Gani II 70 II If 

TANGANYIKA 

Kigoma Greeks , 513 EARA with Greek Greek Government ~reek 
assistance 

!TG:!tIDA 

Nasindi Poles 271 1388 1538 3197 EARA with Polish Polish Gove rnment Poli : Koja II 218 697 596 1511 as sistance If 

!'.AJJU!\ NY IKA 
Tenjem " 289 1414 1234 2937 II fl 

Kondoa " 27 205 173 405 " " If unda II 47 454 322 823 II II 

Kidujala II 36 383 363 782 II II 

NORTHERN RqODESIA 

Bwa na Mkub'!Ja !l 68 237 182 487 II II ~ 

Lusaba II 87 538 314 939 II II 



t 

b 
~ 

Tu~intenan~~t~nafliy 
0 

Polish Government 
II 

II 

II 

1Polish Government 
I II 

I 
" II 

reek Goverrunent 

Polish Government1 

ti 

II 

II 

II 

n 

11 

11 



1 

Name of Camp 

SOUTHgRN RB:UDES IA 

Rusa j i 

SOUTH AFRICA 

PALEST INE 

Nusera t Nr :Gaza 

Athlit ; Nr. Haifa 
J e rusalem 

EGYPT 
Tolwnba t (Nr .Amirya ) 

E 1 Shatt (Suez) 

CYPRUS 

ABYSSHHA 

Nr:Addis Ababa 
Dire Dawa 

BELGIAN CNNGO 

(For particulars 
see overleaf) 

2 

Na ti ona li ty Men !Women 

Ries 29 236 

Poles (orpha ns) 

Greeks 

" II 

Greeks; Italia !l's 
Yugosla.vs) 

Yugoslavs 

Greeks 

Greeks 

Greeks 

1311 

51 

92 

2750 

2623 

67 

69 

4073 

-2-

~ 4 5 I 6 

Children! Total 
Camp adwi~ i s t e red 

by 
Basic ina i ntenance I MaintE 

furnished by expeni 

236 

3657 

128 

37 

4097 

5011 EARA wi th Polish 

500 

7591 

246 
350 

198 
I 
/ 10920 
I 

5766 

a ssistance 
Union Government 

~JERRA 

II 

Gree k Government 

1IEHRA 

II 

Cyp rus Government 

cha rErf 

Polish Government Pol ish 

II 

Foreign Office 
through iJIERRA 

II 

Greek Government 

F.O. through 
iJERRA 

II 

treek 1 

~overn 
con 

ugosl 
( "" !ireek 

) 1047 ' Loca 1 Greek I Greek Gove rrnnent (g-ree k 
) Adwinistration 

24 32 I Loca 1 Greek Adrnn. I Greek Government !Greek 
in co-:)pera t ion 
wi th Belgian Cong o 
authorities. 

I l 



I 
1-:.__, 

Maintenance 
expenses ult~wtru;r 
cha rged to 

olish Government 

11 

reek Government 

11 

11 

overnments 
concerned ? 

ugoslav Goverrunen'.t 
(k~'fl-lt~) 

reek Government 

reek G overmnent 

Greek Gove rnment 



Nam.a of Town 

STANLEYVILLE 

Bundia & Irwnu 
Djudju 
Maha ji 

COSTEWAANSVILLE 

Beni 
Lubero 
Uvira 

RUANDA URUNDI 

Kitega 
Nyanza 

ELIZABETHVILLE 

Rua shi 
Shituru 

-3-

BELGIAN CONGO (contd.) 

Total 

641 
92 

130 

175 
166 
138 

a.37 
135 

487 
231 



Surname - ---
Christian names Refugee No. 1 \ '\ 

Date of registration · · 
Sex Date of birth ----------- Identity Card No. 
Domicile 

Last address 

Members of family 

1!1:1~~<ln~ (Wife 

father 

Mother 

Children OR 1. 
Brothers and 
Sisters 

3651 / 2 / GHQP/ 1-44 

2. 

3. 
1·-·· 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Occupation 

Nationality 

Religion 

Refugee No. Name 
Age Remarks 

I 
··· ········ ······ ······· 



Surname 

Christian Hames 

Father's Name .. 

Mother's Name 

Nationality .... Religion 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Pre-war Address .. 

Occupation 

Married or Single 

Details of Identity Cards held by other members of 

the family 

Number Relationship Address 

~ . 
Ph otograph 

Holder's Signature 

Remarks 

I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 



-------- -------+-----------

3572/ GHQP / 12--±3 

% 
n> 
Cl. 
I'\ 
Ill 

::z:: 
iii' .. 
0 
"I 

"< 

Middle East Relief and Refugee Administratio n 

IDENTITY CARD Ho. 
To be presented on request o( the Police, Military 

Authorities or any authorised person 

Holder's Address 

(H,B. • Changes of above Address must be reported) 

M .E.R.R.A. D 

STAMP 

OF ISSUING 

OFFICE 

.., 



UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

April 20, 1944 

TO: Mr. c. M. Pierce 

FROM: Carolin A, Flexner \,,..., · 

The enclosed report was included in 
the material turned over by Mr . Xanthacky 
to Mr. Menshikov , and by him transmitted 
to this Division. 

It is the only thing coming back dir­
ected specifically to Division of Dis­
placed Persons that has been received 
so far. There is a great deal of 
material which is of general interest, 
and which we are breaking down now into 
form suitable for general distribution. 
This will be done as soon as possible. 

rt -. r , f 1.:. _ i1.--u<: t,.,, lf.,,_ /[, '>AN-· ·y.; 

% ~ . I. .-
'fi "1 v 'Xl.1~'~ J, v-"t vt a.- .. ~ 

w-.. ....t. ·-1 ~ (r ~) 
~Ar'U 

--- I"'' 
·~· 



4 July 1944 

Carolin A. Flexner 

FFO I 'lboma • Cooley, II 

SU'P CTc Pror,r ni for Camps ( ~ q_ (..., ' ) 

Attached please find re-write of my 
memorandum to you of 2? Jun lter d 
followin your m orandum of l July nd 
our conf ranee of 4 July. 

Attachment 

r!Sf. 1 - vtt ~o 



a Carolin • Flexner 

O : Thoma.a • ~oley, II 

SUB CT: Progr s for C 

I refer to your ~ :..oran 
t ivision w1 hes to 

I believe th;t no cifio progr can be 
or prese t inf or tion, but you a a vi ad 

4 July 1944 

co prise t eubst nc of the duties hich pl ced Pe ons 
un r direction of r. Pierce re in truct d to rfo t t hose 
c p • It houl be kept in rul, of cours , th t the situation h r 
p ent d is 1 rg ly s i e . eris and th t th e du ti s provide 
criterion !or t hoo to be c. rrled out in oth r reae by t Division. 

The duties imposed are: 

) to proceed to C .. 1 
fro which ties ar to 
noti eJ 

b) to represent th Displaced Persons Di vision and ak& 
terminations of policy on 11 tt rs af ct n dis-

plac d ons in th ar East, A rica, Iran and Indi 
xc pt insofar it y be -believed n c s a to ref r 

them back to th e DivisionJ 

c) to coord1nat the rk of the DisDl.aced Person S ctio 
of e lkan Vis ion d m intai.li and tr fer a 
authoriz d by th Mission Chief the ne ded rsonnel 
within and outsid o th lkan a ; 

d) to ne tiat th repre entatives of o ernm nts concerne 
with di placed per ons aff cted on ll tters r latin 
to them, and to issue th neces ary dir ctive within i 

uthority ranted by the esion Chief to R a nistra­
t1ve ot lei ls, pri te ,encie , nd other a enc1 s or 

ni tr tive units as y rove necessary to put the 
r ults of ucb n goti tions into effect; 
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e) 

f) 

) r i y duti J 

h) to ploy wha iV r t por ry or an nt taft' ay be 
uthori by th Mi ion Chi t; . 

1) 

j) 

e r por e to tbl offices 

such oth r ponsibill tin or t 
sary successfully to rfo . 
1ne of D p ced Per~o • 



UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

1 July 1944 

TO: T. M. Cooley, II 

FROM: Carolin A. Flexner - ~ 

SUBJECT: Programs for Camps 

Thank you for your memorandum of June 27 concerning 
DJ,.s laced Persons program in camps . You will note from 
t he afiacne tn a in ttems (c"T, -ra} , (e), (f) , and (h) 
the Camps Division has made certain changes, which I 
should like to discuss with you. 



UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

27 June 1944 

TO: Miss Carolin Flexner 

FROM : Thomas M. Cooley, II 

SUBJECT: Programs for Camps 

I ref er to your memorandum of 21 June e~quiring as to 
any programs this Division wishes to have put into effect 
in the MERRA camps . 

I believe that no specific programs can be requested on the 
basis of present information, but you are advised that the 
following items comprise the substance of the duties which 

-~isplaced Persons personnel under direction of Mr. Pierce 
are instructed to perform at those camps . It should be kept 
in mind, of course, that the situation t here presented is 
largely sui generis and that these duties provide no cri­
terion for those to be carried out in other areas by this 
Division. 

The duties imposed are: 

(a) to proceed to Cairo which will be regarded as the 
station from which duties are to be carried on until 
further notice; 

(b) to represent the Displaced Persons Division and make 
determinations of policy on all matters affecting dis­
placed persons in the Near East, Africa, Iran and 
India except insofar as .it may be believed necessary 
to refer them back to this Division; 

(c) to coordinate the work of the Displaced Persons 
Sections of the Balkan Mission and maintain and trans­
fer as authorized by the Mission Chief the needed 
personnel within and outside of the Balkan area; 

(d) to negotiate with representatives of governments con­
cerned with the displaced persons affected on all 
matters relating to them , and to i ssue the necessary 
directives, within the authority granted by the Mission 
Chief, to UNRRA administrative officials, private 
agencies, and other agencies or administrative units 
as may prove necessary to put the results of such 
negotiations into effect; . 

(e) in cooperation with Transportation Division to arrange 
for the movement of all displaced persons; to repatri­
ate displaced persons from camps or make other dispo­
sition of such persons from and within the above named 
regions; 



To: c. A. Flexner -2-

(f) to conduct the registration of all residents in camps 
for the purpose of repatriation and for making arrange­
ments with the Intergovernmental Committee for the care 
of such persons not to be repatriated; 

(g) to travel as required by duties; 

(h) to employ whatever temporary or permanent staff may be 
authorized by t he Mission Chief; 

(i) to submit periodic reports to this office; 

(j) to undertake such other responsibilities or take such 
other steps as may be necessary successfully to perform 
the duties involved in the handling of Displaced Persons. 



a) 

d) 
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UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

March 6, 1944 

TO: ~nsc: CAFOLI A. FLEXJ\TER 

FaOM: C. ,1. Pierce 

SUBJF'CT: Information requested by Division on 
Displaced Persons 

In response to your verbal request, I attach herewith 
a statement of the subjects about which the Division 
on Displaced Persons would like to be informed if it 
is possible for Governor Lehman to . have the information 
obtained . 

It is probable that all the information requested is 
not available in Cairo . Any which can be provided will 
be helpful . Also, information is requested for subjects 
about which we have already been informed . However, 

· previous information usually came from such a variety 
of sources that a confirmation would tend to establish 
its validity. 

You will note thct the subjects presented are inclusive 
in scope and many may not now be the concern of TJITRRA. . 
~ s you are aware , this Division is called unon, from time 
to time , to give specific advice on isplaced Persons 
throughout the world . It seems essential then that this 
general information be collected and correlated so as to 
be available for use when needed in ~earings, Council 
discussions, planning or operations . 

In general , the subjects in the attached memoranda fall 
into two main groups : 

1 . Information needed on peneral displacement of 
populations . 

2 . Information on Displaced Persons cared for in 
camps . 

The rraterial presented herewith has been read and approved 
by Mr . George L. ~arren . 
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OFFICE OF THE MINISTER RESIDENT 
IN 'lliE MlDDLE EAST 

Middle East Relief & Refugee Administration 
3, SH. Ahmed Pasha, Garden City, 

Cairo 

3rd April, 1944• 

Information on Displaced Persons in Camp 

Herewith replies to questionaire on the above subject. 

It will be appreciated that MERRA has no active interest in the 
camps not directly under their administration in the Mi ddle 
East~ The information given for these other camps happens, 
incidentally, to be available in this office but is not neces­
sarily entirely accurate nor always has it been possible to 
supply the detail required. 



SCALE OF POCKET MCNEY AND WAGES PAYABIE TO GREEK REFUGEES 
THROUGHOUT MIDDLE EAST 

A). POCKET MONEY 

1. Family Groups with Children up to 18 years 

(i) 
(ii) 

(iii) 
(iv) 

:Married Couple 
. II II 

II II 

II II 

and 1 child 
and 2 children 
and family (maximum) 

PT 25 per week 
II 3() II 11 

II 35 II ti 

II 35 II II 

NOTE: Where there is no man and l'lif e, and head of family group is 
father or mother, an elder child or close relative or guardian, then 
the scale to be paid is as follows:-

1. Fami).y Group with Children up to 18 Years 

(i) 
(ii) 

(iii) 
(iv) 

Head of Group 
II . II II 

II II II 

II II II 

and l child 
and 2 children 
and family (maximum) 

PT 15 per week 
tt 20 per week 
II 25 II II 

II 25 . II II 

Children over 18 years will be considered as adults and 
treated as separate individuals under 2. 

2. Single Persons, not within a Family Group 

(i) 
(ii) 

(iii) 

Children up to 14 years 
" 14 to 18 t1 
11 18 upwards (adults) 

PT 5 per week 
II 10 II II 

II 15 II II 

Payment of Pocket Money, ~s above, to come into effect as 
from 1st February, 1944• 

B). WAGES 

The payment of wages will be made. under two broad classifi­
cations, viz., MANUAL LABOUR (Tradesmen, etc.) and PROFESSIONAL. The 
remuneration of doctors will be treated as an entirely separate question, 
each appointment to be considered individually and remuneration fixed 
according to the particular circumstances applying:-

MANUAL LABOUR (Tradesmen, etc.) 

Labourers, foremen, blacksmiths, carpenters, shoemakers, painters, etc., 
etc. To be added to as cases arise:-

NOTE: 

PT x to PT 40 (maximum unskilled rate) - up to a maximum of 
PT 70 per week for skilled labour. 

The commencing rate 11x11 to be left to the discretion of the 
Camp Commandants. 
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PROFESSIONAL 

School-teachers, Nurses, Welfare-workers, Anaesthetists, Liaison 
Interpreters, Clerical, Heads of Handicraft Sections, etc. To 
be added to as cases arise. 

Rate of pay to be up to a maximum of ~5 per month. 

Payment as above to come into effect as from 1st Janua..cy-, 1944, in 
respect of such refugees as are eligible by virtue of duties carried 
out. 

Cairo 1.2.44 
SGG/MT 



-3-

Answers to Questions 7 1 8 1 and 9. 

7. {a) Any work other than personal tasks receives wages except 
in case of Yugoslavs. 

{b) Extends to work projects. 
Pay in addition to basic maintenance rates for Greeks 
attached - slight variation between countries. 

(c) With permission of local government. 

(d) Salary estimated in relation to maintenance they receive 
(see attached for Greeks). 
If employed in camp, live in camps. 

{e) Yes in Polish camps of East Africa. otherwise work is 
done for wages plus maintenance. 

(f) Living allowances only paid in Cyprus. Training for 
nurses, craftsmen and potential relief workers. 

{g) This question is not fully understood. Consumer production, 
i.e. clothing production, etc. - is carried out by refugees 
for themselves. 

(h) Refugees usually have own guard - in military areas - Greek 
Army guardo 

(i) A refugee committee in each camp cooperates with administration. 

(j) Polish orphan camp in Indi~ and South Africa. 

8. Only applies in Cyprus (Greeks) and Palestine (Poles). 
Details not easily available. 

9. Refugees are usually interrogated when they first reach 
Allied zone, before allocation to refugee camp. 
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Subject:- Inf orm.ation on General Displace­
ment of Populations and other 
material needed. 

Requewted by Division on Displaced Persons. 

To Refugee Ca.mp Section, 
Bureau of Areas, 
UNRRA, 
305, Dupont Circle Building, 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Your 1 

Your la 

Your lb 

Your 2. 

Herewith replies to your questionnaire of 
6th March, 1944. 

1 (a) The current estimate of the total number of Yugoslavs 
to be evacuated to Egypt is twenty-five thousand 
(25,000). 

(b) Arrived: Eleven thousand (ll,000) 

(c) En route: Five thousand (5,000) 

(d) Yugoslavs are not accommodated in the Greek camps at 
Moses Wells. 

(e) New camps have been set up at El Shatt, Suez (10 miles 
from Moses Wells) and at El Khatatba (.30 miles from 
Cairo and adjacent to the Alexandria road. 

Capacity of El Shatt 
" " El Khatatba 

16,ooo 
10,000 

~f) All arrivals to date are accomnodated in El Shatt. 
The second camp at El Khatatba is now prepared and 
ready for reception of refugees as soon as El Shatt 
is full. 

(g) Other nationals are not to be included. 

3 (a) On his return from Italy, :MER.RA liaison officer stated 
th.at 5,000-6,000 non-Italian Jewish people are in the 
country, including those at Ferra.monti, some of whom 
claim to possess imnigration certificates from Palestine. 

(b) Full information on this question should be obtained 
from Allied Control Comnission, Displaced Persons Sub­
Commission, Eastern Italy. 



Your 3 

Your 4 

-5-

MER.RA does not cover the Italian theatre of operations. 
Application for the desired information should be made 
as in para. 2(b) above. 

3 (a) Greeks are still escaping into Turkey and numbers are 
increasing. At present the flow has reached one 
thousand (1,000) per month. This is largely due to 
German action in forcibly evacuating Greek Dodecanese 
islanders to Turkey. 

(b) Greek refugees are invariably evacuated from Turkey as 
soon as possible: the length of stay depends on avail­
ability of rolling stock and camp accommodation in 
Egypt and Palestine. 

J 



• • • • • . . .. .. .. 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Numbers in Camp Camp Admin- Basic mainten- Maintenance ex-
Name of Camp Nation- Men Women Children Total istered by ance furnish- penses ultimate-

alit:v ed b:.v l:v charged to 

IRAN 

Teheran '.:Poles 691 2552 804 4047 MERP.A Foreign Office Polish Government 
Isfahan II 90 606 1699 2395 " through MERRA " " Meshed II 7 15 44 66 II II " " Awaz II 353 1558 920 2831 II II II II 

- -
INDIA 

Karachi Poles 799 Government Polish Polish Government 
Khol.apur II 3050 of India Government " II 

Jamnagar II 420 II II II II 

Panj Gani " 70 II II II II 

TANGANYIKA 

Kiigoma Greeks 513 EARA with Greek Govern- Greek Government 
Greek assis- ment 
tance 

UGANDA 

Nasindi Poles 271 1388 1538 3197 EARA with Polish Govern- Polish Government 
Koja II 218 697 596 1511 Polish as- ment II II 

sistance 
TANGANYIKA 

Tenjem II 289 1414 1234 2937 II II " II II 

Kondoa II 27 205 173 405 II " II II II 

Ifunda II 47 454 322 823 II " II " II 

Kidujala II 36 383 363 782 II II II II II 
' 



. • . • • • 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Numbers in Camp Ca.mp Adm.in- !Basic mainten- Maintenance ex-
Name of Camp Nation- Men Women Children Total istered by ance furnish- penses ultimate-

alitv ed bv lv char12"ed to 

NOR'IBERN RHODESIA Poles 

Bwana Mkubwa Poles 68 237 182 487 EARA with Polish Govern- Polish Government 
Lusaba II 87 538 314 939 Polish as- ment n n 

- sistance -
SOUTHERN RHODESIA 

Rusaji " 29 236 236 501 " II " " 
- - -SOU'.IH AFRICA " (orphans) 500 UnionGovern- " " " ment - ' ' 

PALESTINE 

Nuserat Nr: Gaza Greeks 13ll 2623 3657 7591 MER.RA Foreigh Off ice Greek Government 
through MERRA 

Athlit; Nr. Haifa " 51 67 128 246 II II " " " Jerusalem II 350 Greek Greek Govern- II II 
-

Government ment -
EGYPT 

Tolumbat (Nr • .Amirya) Greeks; 92 69 3? 198 . MER.RA F.O. through Governments 
Italians MERRA concerned 
Yugoslavs 

El Shatt (Suez) Yugoslavs 2750 4073 409? 10920 ti " Yugoslav Govern-
ment (not yet 

Greeks 
decided) 

CYPRUS 5766 Cyprus II Greek Government • 
Government -

ABYSSINIA 
Nr: Addis Ababa Greeks )1047 1ccal Greek Greek Govern- Greek Government 
Dire Dan ) Adminis. ment 

BE:WIAN CONGO Greeks 2432 Local Greek Greek Govern- Greek Government 
.ldmn. in CJ ment 

(For particulars operation 
'see overleaf) with Belgi t 

Congo author 
ties. 



BET.GIAN CONGO (contd. ) 
' 

Name of Town Total 

STANLEYVILLE 

Bundia & Irumu 641 Djudju 92 Mahaji 130 

COSTERM.ANSVILLE 

Beni 175 Lubero 166 Uvira 138 

RUANDA URUNDI 

Kitega 237 Nyanza 135 
ELIZABETHVILLE 

Ruashi 487 Shituru 231 
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III. 1'._he Alejl,£0 .. J~.a!:~ 

w .. 

n Aleppo ( OJ.-l Ha1op) is si tuatod abo1J.t 30 niles -~""rom the Svrian­
Turkish border rL1d bas tlvo r8f'ug;oe car:sps wb ich are x•ecepti:)n. points 
:for all rc.fu,r:!eGs comln2 out of 'furl·:e-r ,, , ;£heBe r·ecen't:ton ocations 

.J ~~ IV f"" 

have bee::'. in opcPution since 10£.::l a1.1d. at the o"t ... t;:.ict ·1,eceivcd nnd 
cha.n.:.1ellnd to oi>ber places refucecs or a.11 na.tlor1alities' princi­
pc.ll~r I"'olcs e..ntl QJt1goslavs ar.;1•ii:1!.1!G t111~ouc:h 1.;1i:p·}:"'o::/• r;:11e total r1u.111-
be:r· of natlorwl t tles wl·Llch Luve clearca th:r>Gu.c;h the Aleppo stat ion 
is 2G. In the J.u.;t 18 nor:.tl1s, tho in.Flux !:1as been coL'lposcd almost 
entirely of Greek,~ 

The refu.t;cos a:c-r<.vo a:, 1:n0 Aleppo ra . .1..lroad stutio:n and ai~e 
brour~ht b"v ti">L1ek ~~o ono of tho um;ip8, w~·:e:-·o t:K:y a:re di.s infested. 
r"th1s -- ca..~1r)"' cor1S-i-3t.~J of a so~f3les ai· r~:Jce?1tl:r 1~ru.iJ t storj,e ba:r·1--.acl{s 
with iro~ I'OOl·S. 'i'bc 1"ofugoos entJ:t' tlJe d..L si:-ifnsti"lC unit, leav­
ing t.~1olr :::i~oes o-uts:i.dn. Tl1t;y st1•l;.:1 , and <111 t:rnlr clothiPf; is 
wrap;)ed :'L,1to tv10 bJ.ankcJts, c :i.tl,cl' nlreuc:y om.:1ec~ ·oy them or issued 
b:l "cl1e ct1:n11. ',~ll1l~t6 -'c:H} elotJ::es G.~~o belr1g ~jislri.restcd, tile refu~ 
'Lees aro thorou~;hly washed ur..der sbc.i·NcLrs a'1d rec el v:: a r:iedical 
insrJeci:;lon. H..f'tcr T!hlch they dress and are qu.csL:loncC. bv r,-ier1bers 
of the I3ri tlsh Ir::tell:lr;e::ce" Corps, \i:1ich is respo;.w-i ble" for t110 
detactlon of Hny cme~·w agents m.1cn; tl-·e:m.. A quc:stionnaire 1'oi-.YJ 

ls f:tlled. out f nnd it bBc.01?:.c.:~, for D.11 i:)ract:tcal ;>urp·:rnes, their 
passport f'ron Lhcn on. irhclr rn1r:ie is also entf:1•ed on a cm•d 
which is retained. in a perrnnnent. f·ilo. On tL:ts curd. a complete 
history !s kept until hl.s departur,e T:r·om tho ca;·1p. At this 
polnt all i•efncoes 01 exc;ept r:icn of cill t<'l.'.:,.Y l!.[;e ~ aro sent to 
s.nothe·r cnr.1P'~ nh::i.ch is cl tuatod ln the o1d Turkish r.::ili t~n·y 
~arr&cks cf the city or llcppo. 



The men are rr~tetned et · thts fir~·t; cs.mp in quarantine :for 
two weeks:: af'ter which they nre sent to the Greelr ni"'Tl".ed f'or.ee s . 
ifu.ile at the ca.mp the men 8.l''C held under m:tll tm..,..,r rout in~ a~td • 
discip).1ne to accustom· t}wm to ba.~:tc milltnr.y hnbits. They 
reneive food bm1ad on British military rn.tlo:ns, b11t m.t3.ny of them 
arrive a.t the canp consi<lerubly undernou::•ishcJd and he.~..re to be 
built up e~t>adu.ally. Th3 officcr·s live in separa te qua:rter3 and 
ha-'.rti (:ortaln minor- pr•:tvlleges., 'r11e.re war•e a:l to1·;ather· ab0ut 200 
mon in the canp u.t t.be time t;e were there .. 

11.'hls camp is ·r:i.m. by a liautcnaht of the Bri t1sh Army~ s.s­
slsted by a ha1" dozen Greek o.nd R!•!tlsh soldiers.. ilo had himself 
gone t!:-il"h'JU[;h thi:..~ cump af'te>: .. escapine: from Greece v la Tu.~koy & He 
had been captui-ec.1 by Axis t~Jrces dur~ng the 0-reek cru"l.paign i:n 
1941 t and told us pa1~ts of hlo very human story .. 

The sac ·md camp is lo-.:e..ted in the outskirts of' Aleppo, 1n 
the ai"orem~ntloned barrack~.. Only old men, women, and children 
are sent- tharo. The rei'Ufee.::1 are quarte1 .. ed in 1 arg~ halls and 
rooms which are clean and cool, but lack homelike atmospherao 
There is a dining hall where ro.fugecs ea.t. Children attend 
school. The refugee a are rill owed -to go into town a1'ter obtain­
ing passes. They receive the usual allowance cf e.bout 60 cents 

. per week per pcrs01.1 0 but can pick up additional nioney doir..g odd 
jobs about the cnr.1p.. A canteen makes a.vnilo.ble additional items 
of food not 1nc1 uded in the rcgu.la..r rat ion .. 

There appear·ed to be a certain ait• of' uncer·talnty about the 
fu·ture of these people. They came there for a tmnporary stay 
until they cculd be shipped .farther, but i;i&ny had already been 
there :for r:1any months .. 

or all the cmnps we saw, this appeared to be the least at­
tractive and comfortable. 'l'hore was a. doctc1., in re::ddence, and 
medlcnl care !'or the 800 refugees llving there wos available. 
Those with infectious diseases were separated~ 

A British captain .was Camp Commandant, bnd there were 
seve11 al B:r·itish soldier~ helping him£ r.a11tary personnel at 
a.11 these crunps aroe usu11lly men who he.ve besn .. ·munded and 
rendered unf:lt i'oi• combat ser•vice .. 

lY. The Souk-el ... Gharb C.!F'1:2 

Situntad on tho hills of Lebanon overlooking !3eh"t!.t at the 
foothills of the mou..~tain range, the co.mp at Souk-el-Gharb occupies 
several small hotels which \"lex>-0 l"'crrnerly summer resorts .. 

I 



'.!:he Greok Government is directly responsiblfJ for the opera­
tion of' th:i.s camp. It leased tha buildings f.t'OM tho va:.i.~ioua 
owner~ in ~:ay 1942, tmd be·gan accept.~ng l .. e.fugae~ .froll'l Aleppo a.s 
t! e camps tho re were f'·' l~. ed to capacity. At 'Ghe ata.1~t all 
refugees ¥'.fe1 .. e accapted. But a.a tlae ient on and it \"1&~ .fo·lllld 
that many V'1ere :..ncapable of contlnulng tha journey du6 to ill 
he 1th or phy:.?"'.'.!al \'.L. a'tnlities, the Greek Go rez-nmm1t in 
Septembe1 .. 1942 decided to ms.ke it a pormanem; ca.mp for thoe0 
who we! .. 9 phy•Jically unfit c 

The amu r::i .1iniatrato:r ls a Greek f lrst liButenant •vho has 
aeven no'1-t.;O;l8 and 25 1nvo.lided Orae1 30ldlfJrs .. o hel h1in in 
the nd .. inl!::lira.tlo. • T Greek Army doatv~s and t-..o Q;:>eek nu.rsa 
ti .. ainsd a.t ?'iones ~JrJlla a:t•e arri•i1gned ·;·o th~ C:li!llp to take care of 
rofugees' ctedlca neada .. 

Thel"'e ar~ 81.7 }."'efug3es, of whom e27 ru: a children undar 16 
years ot' age. :f.'h b&l"'n'}e are oldar aF; :i ,;ind wo- -sn wh0ae verago 
ago !a 58. r1'r.il:li~t.Y groupn are not sep r ted but so signed to sh.gle 
rooms at the ,,.~~!'ious hct9l~. 

All focd is issued directly tc the 1·0tu ..;eei;i, · ho do their 
own cookin0 in tl!eir rooms or in the kitchen r&cilitieo alres.dy 
establish~ :tn t!"-1c hotels. The csrnp rec-e•i".n"nll Lbe. lr rot ions from 
the British Army. The r·etion!) re the oo . c ~1s t Lose g1 van at 
tl.s otllex- cf.m'!.ps., tmd refl;o.gee e.re allotted the:i.r r~.tlon<" based 
on. the num.bm~ of people :tn tho f.nr.iily. U <st c.r thera supplement 
thslr· rations by purchases f.r·ot.1 ~\.>he outsidt $ ltS the fnr.1ilitis are 
given&. dole c,f!,lEgyptien per I~lonth for• the head ct the .fvr.i.ily, 
plus 60 pl strt:le :f'or eacl dep8L d~nt. Q.uite a nll.4"'1'lber cf thE. 
retugeos rocelve c:~.ts:tde asd.stance f'1 o:m rel tives in the U .. s .. , 
Great Briti&.ri, Lgypt. an.d other cou...'1.tZ":te .. 

The care, r:i:iintennnce end ~tpkeep of: ths buiJ M_ngo pccu,pled 
y the ref"ugees i:;; their ·espon ib1~ i :r.. They police, c1E.an and 

takie ce.re of the,, grounds o 'I'he !'c,fugeou a.ro free to enter and 
1.ev.ve the crunp nt all tim(lfJ .. 

Schoolo a.re conducted for c;hlldr-en in se~7e?'al of th, hotel · 
hulls, w:lth the :r-afugees t;he11 elves (Ct.Lng n. tencho:.""s. Tl y 
h1:1ld a~r>vl.eaa in on of the hotel ?.ver.r .Suruay., c ndllottd by n 
G::eek I rm:r ch2p1n1n .. 
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Conversstion with several of the :refugees revealed that 
their mornlc was low, nnd that they we1•e dissatisfied with 
condition in geners-..1, their mo.jor c!mplaint be!.ng the in­
:>dequacy of the food. They wei:e all anxious to return to their 
homes and were not desirous oi' r~oing or. to r.1cse.. Wells for re­
settle:-1ent in other colonier;.. We feJ t thH't the intoreut in 
the rcfucees of the lieutenent ir cha1•ge was not very graa.t. 

Vo Thld !Itli.fa Cfmp 

'l;hi ref'ugce camp :J two. mile ... south of th c1..ty of Hui.fa. 
It is ent:!.rely SP~ttoundod by t.U'illj canto irnent", with a barb5d .ire 
.fence oepnra.ting the carcy; l'rom the cantoru:10nts 4 

The c mp has s14:: porr1mnent building.., t st;ono walls nnd 
cement foundations, used as an adHl1i.strution bu:l2.ding, a cook­
house, n school, a. clinic 11 nnd a iorr,1i .. o.ry and rn0os h · 11 for 
boys betweon the ai;tHJ o~ 6 uad 15.. The i~afu~E~e~ 1'0-r- tha most 
part are housed 14- tents p each tmnl y e.t-0'-1~ ... boing -,iv n a ·i;ent 
!'or its C• n use w!1erever possible, thus allowing l'run1l1'9 · the 
g.t>eatest mount of privacy. Tho:z-e are 125 i-e u;,:ie in this 
camp; or \Yh.1.ch 227 a:re children under Hi. 

Th.s tai'!' cons15ts of a D~it:ish ilr-rny cuptai~, the adr11nis­
trE.tor, four British non-coms, ·';wo Gr'9ek .so1 ~ er• t&.'"anala.to s, 
I'ifteen Groek soldiers ncting au guards, and one nur e whose 
sold qua.lific t1on is t .o month of t1~a1nlng t r:o es Wells. 

Cookint; and CQ.mp pol1.c1.ng a.re done by the retu.gees, in 
contraat to th J50 natives enployed a Uos n we:1 for the 
carer maintenance, opar~tlon:t and other wor·k incident l to 1 ts 
opera.tlon. All of the work in f..hls cump i" done by the r-~fu.gees 
themselves, who l'scei ve a nominal wap,fl. 

Trie .rei'tAC6Er s.rrivod at this ce.np unexpocte~ly in Fobrua17 
1943, the cn.pta1n being told thDt they tvould. :r.•o, !ltin threo days 
before they wculr1 ba trans1'ci~rec. as nc fucl1:tt1 · s existod to 
care for ·chem t1~.cre. 'fi1e threo de.~'·- Its.Fe bean ortonded ~o six 
months. With all th .. compcl.r tive 5nndequ&cio~J of' .. h1s camp for 
the houslng und t·ooding of' rof'ueoes. d;.e c.uptuin without knowing 
one word 01~ Gree1r an· a.esloteO. b;;r the t .o u1 l"elinblt1 interpreters, 
by l :l.a energy 9 intelllner.1.ce and intere:.it .!.n tho welfara :.md prob­
leme or tho refug .. ·es, mn"1-Aged to ob'·1:d:n t~1otr supr ort .in all his 
el"'f'ort ... to ~ar9 fo:..,. them Tho morale of' tha l~fugsa .s s very 
high. a.P..d __ ono is wL_ling to leav.3 tho eamp .... 1thoug~- l:tv~.ng 
in difficult surrounu.:.ng.1. 



The capta.1.n has instituted a. .faw innovations v1~1ich have ten­
ded to batter t' e operation cf the oamp. :Por instance, -instead 
of h&ving the lat:c>ine.s 300 yards away .rrou. the tents, where they 
ivould not be used 11 he bu r.ioved the· cloaer to the tents, con­
tr.>ary to all theories of sanJltatlon.. 1!6 proudly showed them to 
us, s.r-<i the!r cleanliness and lack of cdo1" wez•e exceptional. 
·,n·10n \''e 1nliu1rt:'d hoy; they v10re kept so cleo.n, ho replied that 
str:l.ct policing by several rei'ur;ees r1.ade it possible .. 

Another of his innovat:ton..., was tho scpnratinn of boys between 
th ages of' 6 and 16 fror:i their pa.r•ents. 'l'hey slept in the11• o-·n 
do1•mitorv und ha the11• own mess~ t.heil" focd being cooked by two 
Of , th.J women refut;~rns • ln ViaW Of the attacbro.'3nt Of tho parents 
fox- thelr chlldron and t~'le mothers' almost hya"Gfir~cal dasiro to 
hn-;e them :iith them et 11 timti::a, o·:iring to the fact t at they had 
undo~0one tryint; experien .... e -c;o;~ether and had often lost other 
children ~hlle m&king their escape, it ·as arua~ing to see the 
mothe~a allow tl~1r boya to stay a~ny f~o them over night~ 
Thls was aocompl ... shed by gi d.ng th· children s.dct1tional food 
st thelr own fil$SS "·:i by oco&sional nbr1oos' of cookies or the 
promise of a sho1 or- outing. 

mhe parents. kno\fllng that their childl'en we e eiven batter 
food rnd the be~t po ' ble care, c.uld not do encu;h to show their 
ap:;.waciaticn tc .;he cap~uin f·oxe hi int1Jre t in ·;holr children' a 
\-!el fare c fl.s a J:"=<sul t, he wns e.ble to i.nati tute ruleu er a regula­
tions af!'ot:·tinf; the heill th, ce.re and general cperati ii of the 
cru1p wnich r.m.cl~ 1 t .):'Utl ~r:iooth: y and efi'it! ia4 tly . oven '"i th out sor.io 
or the fac.!.l:!.tiE:' ~ four cl in .he other. cm:tp- \Ve vi.Bi tad.., 

trhe f·>od f'm:" t~ie re~"ugcez ia co ked o.'.:; a cook houso, here 
th(-t !"efugeos cul) :r. 1" t . a.nd tuke it to th;;:lr :tntli vidua.1 quarters 
for consW'l:pt:ion.. The camp ha& no buil<ling lerge enough to permit 
th(J ms.s~ B<~rving of· r.ood.. The re1'uBees rmvs bull" St!mll ovens 
act.jacon·t 'to tbeiz.., tents nd suppler.1ont the::~ i..,nti.ons 1.1ith outside 
p1.u--ch Bes o Hc:. .. a e.g tin ti1e .refugees r>occ..:>l;;e 2.n aJ.lotr.·1ent i'rot:l the 
Gr~ek Gove:""ru:ient o · f. l l~gypt_t n pe:r ;:i '"1t!'1 .for tho h.md of' each 
f'tn .. 'li_y a.nd 60 pitrnt1~a.3 Y.:r;.-rptian for eu'1 .. 1 dop~nd~nt. 

In talking to he ~&':'!.iriistrator he st essed the following: 
there should be t7.tta.ched ::c eucn Cfilj~ a cor,11~stent nu1 se and 
welfate expert who is nb1e to speak tfl.e lanr,uuco in order to 
a.saint the 1omen in accliw~t:tng themselve_ to t.L~ir ne\•s su1•­
rct,ndings, fl.s well crn t.o :ln w ti:rUct them in thE e sic c::-~ent:tals 



•::>f pe "SO e.l hy0i '."lne. .. 'J'-:1 o: the ~ci ur:ees i; :1.:. .. 1 camp crune f!."CM. 
_slo.nds w3tb po•_ .. living ~0.1 :l.J ~0n ..... ~an· of Ghc:m v: .r· 'l)i.1Ublc to 
~:iJ.icl no wr:'i.t-3 ~ and to ,,., le::>g~. uxtent .. >vrc · ;, o-·,_ rit i: f the basic 

- - - thl.nr;s 01J~ st· il 1 ..... r .a·-J. v.ld n· · a.o ·1hicl:. ~z e eces:aar y r. r one's 
}J:it'son~t1 he lt~1 .. A;.. .;he tima '"'· ou::;i ·:i::iit 1.'1 hn:i on~ t-.c.dequr.tely 
tx-ain d G~ $k O? ~e uo.i: • .cg t :1 a \\"Ork. Jhs \'tnfl u. -J tisfHctory .. 
He pointe - c- ·t tLe.., it ie Dlsr) nece~:H.:is.r•y to o.ss:L,;n a phy :1.cian 
to the co.mp to cHrP ~Ctl"' the l1E-r.:.lth of t.he ref't.rees ~ Ne phJs1cia:n 
hnd b en as.:;iC;"1Cd. to vhls C.&11.!J f<:r· 1; 'IC ·r.-icnt St t: nt1 tl"03'3 'il.10 had 
bee.hi ::;signed i h-. be~l·. :inax!-o!"~er..c~~l .. l•'ur 8:"-arpJ.a. r..G ha.d atuelod 
m~dici.r:.e for 7-n. ye.al';;,• 1:. p:r lf:st _i; V ;.I'~ e..:scn'i., DJ for cha l'lOI•ale 
c:f t;hesc reop1 e, as t1-.e ·::..·0m0n one o ,.~ rt:e:t. "'l"Ei dt;~p1 y rollr;ious. 

!J:he echo·:.Jl '.s stu1i":>tl by l"OfUf_~e~s ent ~.rt ly, +-each:'..n.iY the 
eler.mnta or." :r.o~dinG . writing .fUlci 11,..itf1.i'N~t:!c i:.o 95 ·child'-~eno Th~y 
h:. c cls::i~e:J up to the :r~venth y J"il", whi ,,n i er u. ·i.ra· (jffl; to the 
g1""ar.>.m.a!" .:ichoo! ccia1•ae ln the Ur :. ,;vd .3~,a.te s .. 

fi ..t:'Uf!;N;}S l re nllOW':1d t ~ .. NP 1 t\1r:: E'.lnp t:L."'l.tl 7 :. ·.::1 I IIn·l f'a fO:> 
nny legic:;f1:u "to r .;i. .. 0n~ 

'I' ... e $~osea ·.-, · 1 Ga.up" s! tu~ ;eJ ~.n tbe ... !'P "i•l dos ;.~ . on the 
Gulf 01~ ...,;uez abo·:.:.t 15 ml! -"·e s0u.theas·G uf t l«:l to-·;n of ;Jugz, !.e 
l.lEHilA' ... ergest oper-at.ton a~ the pr-sen.v t lm " The &it{} was 
o~iginally usGd by the ~gyptian Gcvernncnt as a qJarf ltine 
station 1'or pllgril!i.s returning f ... om '!\3cca. •.nd i:.h0.:.•efore has on 
it severnl p~~?ite'.1ant buildings rni fCU-'t' Iris ~'luta.. In addition, 
about 300 tents, e£ ch c .pablo of holdl g 20 psr ons, h;;~ve bean 
set up, n oat of thorn \'o1.lth cone "Ot9 floors., All or t.he 1.:;oarr.p' s 
fresh w&to1 suppl~r has tc be brO"..lf;ht in by c;h1p i'!'·o:n Suez tc 

• che dock !.cr-d p'lunped into n wato_ .. towi;n•; thi. l:e. ... ~o be dona 
every two day". To this car:-ip dock the rei"t~t;ees e. e brought 
in be.rge ... nnd frorn :!. t thGy hav0 been d:.opc;tchad i.n uhips to 
ve.rioue. poh1ta of !t1ore pe7.">l'r..n:ncnt resldence -'In Afri<..,a. At the 
tir.ie we v:s-ted tho csmp it coLtnined bct·;:een 1200 an(;. 1300 
(}~·eclc :r•e.fugees, l!l<>~·t of i..ho:.1 had coLle from the islruLdH nee.r 
Turkey thl.'"ough tl. .. CflL."lp o.t Al~F-p-·. Of .. heco nbt ut . 5;-'{ were 
man» 55~ 'l.'l.Jmen~, ur.d :.:m~; childl:eu. 

Most of the y personnel ... "t:nnin~ tho camp are Br•itish. 
Tl·~e'('e 1~ a Lritii::;h m\jor .n che.:r•ga; h:· . .:. S3<')r~J.-· 1-co~ru.1!:.ndr a 
l:10ute ~nt, act;; a5 :.i is on Off. cer unc Off:.•1c ... ~, 
n~.1..tis.1 cnpts.in :::...a ln c!"l!trge of &ccouu·.::.s an·: of the di.abursal 



o:t !m.lnioo: r~ J ~.e.::.titm.m::.t 5.~ r'osr•<Jusi.bJ.f; f ·:'Ii~ "''1~orc'3; frl!d e:. 
liet.r:';onant hus cn~..!'l~O of tho tvm oook ·, ·ouses nn6 tlhting hll.ll~; 
e B:t":!. t1sh sel•g<:< ~~ iii in nom.mr..nd of' };J.l :nc~ i.;ivo : a"<or :ln the 
~amp .. Su\f,~:t'd.i ').' tha :1.o::T'llnvrr-: bu:L·.:J:ng$ &i'e n~c·. fo.r .he 
Camp Ii>splt:aJ., t.IC!~.f.fed h;7 f_vr-;; Gi>('.)e1·: tlo<:~to1-:J, onB rfon 1.at

11 
on;:; diiJpe ss.1•:, .. c!tern:ls'!;. a D· t..1 ~n \)::· 1·n.r::ie.:i 'jo t.-:.:o p ...... o::."o riione.1 
nU!"03:'J 1 ·9.l'ld abou".; 20 il.$.:liStDn .. 'GU1,n:;rn • Z'he Clei1p is G·lru:"ded by 
Grat:;k soltHm ... s >1ho liv::J ln , sert.a:-::.;:ta qu.ar·te·~ .. :a 'to ,_;·_1~ n :r>th of th!3 
ma:tn stte. Nt-:ttlv·:3 l"hor.!' t.;, ~fi·"J e~:tant 0,.. 12..; t.i 1 ·o met!" 13 
c.mployed 1n the carap. Tt1eB'3 1lvo qu.1 tB a~.:...a.:i.1a:t9i y in teni;s 
locat~d t:.o ths .8C'!J.th 9 net far from the incine."n..,n• ;.ilantc 
Pr~n:nlling winds the!"l:.i ra frC·lr. th~ no;,:-tt!. 

About it ~·oar ago IIB?.~A corer'•snced to o.:,-.pe:c>a te r.~rnses 1le:1 ls as 
a t2."ans1t camr,·.. ?fost of the l"ei'ucecs the:c .ht:.ve cu•i,lved the r~ 
since had £llrea y be on • ~1v:•ougl)ly ir:'t•er:tigs.tcd. and px•oce: LJ~ed in 
the Aleppo CE".JIJ.p- fmd sent .forward wl th qui tG compl!:ita itlent ifica­
tion partic-.ula.rs, It hl'I.;:; a.h·1a.:ra been plonue!.~ tc n~ ... ··o ~ rroup of 
refugeoa a:.-ri ve tn tha early mo::t'ning ~ 'rhff;f &re g:t Veil br-nekf'1-1st 
before tho-y· ent~:n:·,, fl:ld then a:t•u in.'·trt:.oted to forin thmn~elvee 
into theil' reup""ct .vc .t•um~ ly groups.. 1rhey then .f'~.lo «Jae i, tables 
where partlculnr-c: n""o tnlccn l"oro i:•egi~ti•·rt.lon; the ·e pa:r>ti~u:u..u-.s 
are ontcred in the order received in o. axy_:e book U[~n..:..n;:.it the 
indl vL ".Hll' s us.•np m..u11hor. l'he particu.lnY•. nctet..1 'U'o: ra!~uge'3 ~ s 
number, ""'-1,l nCJ.JJm, ngel' sex, r .. 1n."ita.l ttd;u 11 '!'):t>Off~ssi01.:., pa.Jsport 
mt.rnbe:- and/ OI' other .1.dant l:f 1 e~ t ion, rernar !i3" da tg of .u.r "1 val, 
n\.L'ilbt\.1 .. of 1denti ,y ea.rd, rlnr,e of dep· ture.. In order- ·cc eet 
the refur;ees eottled in the~!' ton.to n~ quickly : a posalblfJ, 
noching but the casentie.1 pa 1.:"ttculars 13 talten t f'lrst, 'J:he 
Camp Identity Ca:."'ds and t11e caz•ds en 'i~.i.lch ~u~e ?°(3-;cr·ded iaau~~ 
o: clothini:;, etc.,, w'1ile they ctay thereg ~re gi~rcn tc t.uem a!'tar 
they az·e settled., Families are quarte2•ed together, with no 1nore 
than two families to a tort. Also an attempt is T!,ado to aettle 
friends and acqu111ntances in th-a se.?!!.s gor1erel se '!t~.on ·-:;f the 
camp. Since r:ost of the :t•ettugces hs.ve boen disini'eated and 
medically exauined 1n previoua cer:--.p ~ th· y a.rs. not e.xi1.mi.n~d .fur­
ther at !.'ose Walla until they e~e stit.tleci., Con<l1tions 1n ?loses 
Wells are not such ~!B to encoun1ge bug or louse breeding. Refugees 
can easily take se ho.ths, v.nd they B.l'.1£' conpelled to take a sho~:rsr-­
bath at lea t once a. 6'k; the<B baths are .... uparv:taed by members 
or the sta1'r. All 0£ the s1•ri VRls t:L1ci depe.tttures come undet• the 
supe1,v1sion of tho major nnd his staff·.. I 'E' also ~ake himself' 
e:rrallable about t·;:o hours lnte in th'3 ai'te:r•noon oach day f:or 
consultation. At thii! t '"me he d1::1cu. ses YJ:l th t 10 rei'ur;eos any 
se1~1ou3 problm'ls tr.at they !. e.~ lJave, tI•iea to se ·tle their dis­
putes one with e.nother, and tnkeN up cnae.o thut recµ ire some 
sort or discipline. 
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It is thf, Liaiscr: Of'l'.:.ce:r wlv:. h'..J ,dleti .. e ! dno.r- ~)rchlons of' 
the r•efu._..;eoEi; l:...ts hours fo2• co.1st1.l'LaLi')n ~·rf ec.t;_ day f.1.-tom 5 to 
~1 p.L., exc'--pt St.1 nda::. :.n his ~·wr·k Le h: ~ •• "' isted by a B.!'itish 
soldlor and h~t severo.J. Gr·od: c:lrls s.r~d r.:en! c i"'o~·cn fron: the rof'u­
Gees., Ino.s;.~uch ns the !"E'fD.t;eef.' are 9.llow~O. t o :.eave cnmp onl~r ir; 
r.'lost excopt.:_c,nnJ. cases, Le is t};eil• J~:l.nk 1: 5. ' tLe outDide i:10rld 
Tho r.1.ajo:-.. ... ity of thm::. he.v l.''11.ativc in Et;~"P th0 United Stutes, 
and/or L-1 other• ca:r.:ps in the J::_ddle i;nst. op:..e :!.n tLc Uni tod. 
Stntcs $ for exvr:ple ~ oftsn send cDr'is:i.0.crnbJ e su:1e of' r.1oney by 
hunk dr·ai't or lr~ nonev m:•der' o The 12.'".icon ' 'f': {:er has to collect 
t:1is :-;oncy for them and to..ke 6~"'ertt um·c tv e e tr~.'.:lt each ref'uceo 
c;ets e:;·metl;;- w~2st is du'°'. Or"'t 1 m .;be;:w t;ift ... ar .. :lntc-::1d:stl f'or a 
\1hole .fanily tha . ., is not tocether in tbo ct~ , so part oJ.: t:1e 
donation has to be i'urvmi:>de furtLer.. This off :ccr 1:i.s to urr~nse 
for t:1e noney 01•der to be dravn. up, slsncC. J ·opsr1.y a~1d .fori:iardcd. 
It ls not unuu:wl for a .L'ef 't.·geA to wan-;; to s nd n telec:;ra:,1. 'T1ele­
f;I·ams ru."o pres,.mted to th0 ')f'f icor in Groe,k nd bs has i:;o arrange 
fer t"1eir trf".;.D.~latior~ into .:::nclls::. and cor:.c'. l.Bai;:!.on "tefo:pe t1~ans­
ni.sslon. The 1•efugoo r,ays in ndva1.ce ar_,_d .... 0 ~-s taken to see 
tJ:G:.t proo.f i~ f'l!.l1nishod thnt tba tclec!•c)_m c1 Guble bas actually 
been senr.; i.;he !·efut,css ure ftcn Vf.r'7f .3lcer t · c:a:'.:.. To handle t!:ese 
and c ther s~.miJ.ax• r.:atters,, the L1ai~'on Off :!. c r- } 1£1.s set u

1 
whnt 

nmounts to a s11b-postof.flcc. 

In hi~ <H1pac:I.ty as \ 1cl.fart Offlcer be ( · ct.~sses "Iith the 
rufucees, and. ;;r· las to E:ettlc for· them su.cb " roblmr~n HS arlse, 
f'or e.,:n,"'.lple,, from necliccnc0 0!1 the part of soldio:r· husband, 
loss oI' trace oi' chilclren one/ Ol' otl:,.I' roL·i · ve ~; ~ claims of 
pensj rJn and <;ompr:msution I'm.> husband. and/c:.... hildran killed in 
Greece or at sea, trac·:.ne relatives ln the · it<3d States and in 
othei~ l:o:re1cn countries, sendinG R"d G:i:·os:3 m sse.gcs to :relatives 
in Groeco. :\lno in his capacity as Vielf~I·e 0ff~ccr hi) operates 
a rat~1er extensive cu.ntee1 f"or• the boi-_efit o the rofuGees. 
Tnls is uctuully ru:J by the Greeks under hi[; supervis.~on; it 
operates at a. p!'ofi t of botvieen 8~{. a.:nd G/~. ~:tcse nrofi ts are 
used to pay the snl3:Pies of th0 canteen e:mp~ oyees, the overhead 
c.c-sts of the cm•oen .,ry-sl ori in wl~lch tbo re uc;ees ·;:ork, to r.w.ke 
r:1p0clal purchases for thGlr benefit, cucii r;:::- a r ac.l.io and. loud­
speeker for tl1eiro Recreatior-. Centera, ar.d the ir:cidcntal e:--·ponses 
of all tho sarvices he O_t.:·erLtes fer the r·ei'UI 0e1; .• 

!lost o'i t:Lc c.ctivities of' the nrltish c· ptain who handles 
the accoun.ts do not i-•cqulre any :::.entio::: in r ctai l lloro. I!e 
~1nndlos t.he dlsours,-:.1 of a.11 suns needed to oet tho ox:ponses 
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of opernt~1..n,c tho er.mp thut have to le n()'t b ca:ib pa:1nt1r,ts .. 
r1'11ose de not 1.-1:11·,unt to uny g:r•eat ..,un, f'op s 1:~uch ls rocelved 
by t!:-10 c::irnp tLa ·~ doe:-; not havn to bo Jln..:.d f r at; ull or -chat 
•v:l.11 :1ave to be settled fm• only at a nuc'1 ate::- date. An 
oxnmplc of ":; 1e ?or:·'e;-a 1s C.01iat ions of clott: ~ lG •nd bln.nket3 ~ 
an exrun;.10 o.f tl.:G ] !l.ttn~, food 1'at:·.ons i .. r,)m ;,he Br:l ti sh ArrTJ. 
He A.'Jts ls p.'.l~'T.l'J.St""r' :f'or the n_•iti3h )e4 ... u...,i1 ol nnd fol" the 
local laoor onp __ o:,r0d for the c·u.rp o iie also 1n11G..~es sue~: 
~vce!~ly p j.':lr.KE1ts as nre :·.!ade to the rofur;ecs BAch refu~oe 
ls entitle"' to ~b(nt CO csn.ts ·:m.31.:: fo:.• :::p 1d:!:ic; !"'iOlte·r. 

Only abo it 10~; qf ; ;e r•of'usees ln t: :c canp ~Pe .. ·t t h1 s -:.ir1e 
lJinr; .J~bs, n2~h 1s c:.oan-=rs, ldtc.:ho!.1 ass~.·,,,ar:.tE, needlewomen, 

cflr•penters t cob1 lor·s, ::ma off i ;e wc,-r'\.-.cr-s. · er ('rte of th.7so 
received, instc·td of tLe 60 cents al}.o:.·;m:cc, fl ·:P.E!kly war;e 
that varic~ fro:. '.;.l.GO ·to ~·2.so, the a\Jcrr•go bt:i.r.tt; ;,2 .. 0G. 
The captain i'ound tt.::t the mos;; troub1esorro purt of h:s job 
wns that of mal'.: _nc pn:11.1ents to ref:.1c;oes. 

L:ost of thn stores of clot::-1.:.n_,, blnnl::e~~ .. ~ 9 e~:c., u1~e kept for 
tho rofu;eQ& in one of t:1e I:r·:t.a huts. Th's ts ir1 thE c; 1a!'f:e o:I.' 
a 3ri tis 1. licutcmmt, •1ho is a.ssist;ed 0:::- Be Jrc.i.".:. soldle.rs and 
refugees. Up t > th pl'esonc tl!::e at l.Jns 1.. ? ·;~ of tho nuppl:tes 
r>ece:'.'. ·red in Lhi.· store have cone i':i:~o'":1 t~JC /i Grican Red Ci•oss; 
the balance has bc"".n Sl. •1.:;n by tho Canadian 1 }reek an• B1'i cish 
HGd c_ .. o~s cirr:an_zatlo.ns, and bv sonc · )r1vut ~ ir:ni vidnals ln 
Cairo.. .::!!sos aLd :-,ale·; are cr:.ot::ed n:,. som ts 1ossit .... a &.ft.er 
thov are l"sceivBd .. L:w ~·a{;erinJ.s n~c ClJ.sted. ·it;1 1ap! t..--el1ne 
pv~Nder, foh-1.0c: Lna a tac:{ed ot! ove.r::·c sl:elv 1i 11 _-oJ d:' arc 
e.: tor8d ovc:i."' pe.'_oc~s of not lon~er tl}hn Gich we ls; the clotLin[ 
..:.S shak0n, brie 'l:_; ~.:!. :"'od.. ::->edt ~ted c.n<~ r.0..;t. ~ _ l-::ed 'I'l 0 i:-1.rorito1•y 
L.: kept )! ~:i. e :vJ.] t a~.5 s ! tLOj_"e is .:! ~~nrd r each Prt:l.clc on 
wLi.cl:. is entf-:>rcc. ::111 I'c.-cei;-•t::i of such t:trtJ.c u ..... Kl the nnounts 
dist!•ibu cr-d t:1e .. co...:· as Hoted r2•0:~ time to ;_ 1e. E~wL ref'ucce 
has a ra L .i.on ccr•d. 011 1a: ."...c~1 in :ot od ev01'"y:-;;-i 1c ::.ssued to hill 
0!' her. Otb•'3l" ;,1et:1arln of ::ssuo to u~e rer'1! ·;es o1. •:-.loth~:..nc, 
blan~~~Jts, and s;)oc_D.1 eq·;~i:)no.-it ··:ave l101·r b-:; ~ HUpe:·scd;:;d o:r t1-:m:; 
of u i;crn:;.~al cmrp .i ssut. as thL1r;s e .. :.ir:: in;.:;o ~h-3 c;i·.ocl:s i:i_n'i as 

eed3 artse a;:.o.::; t:1e refur:ee 0
.. I;xp21'".enoe '19.3 slio·;m t,t1et the 

.c;st pra'1ticablE :i~ ston is e. g0nnrnl Issue n' st.:J.nclt?.1•d clothing~ 
I:ol' it i':J al1:iost i•:1pousible t ascsr1.a.i..n ~";C 1ratC"ly· :r.n advance 
the vn.ryin0 neocts of tirn d 'Lffe"Y.'ent ?"2f·.1geen S::iarrmt1 ... eases, 
..:!D.OSen f ~~:m H!P~nf; the l1GfU~GfHl, mo.1-~C cloth !tO c:ar>r.:onts and 
·r•spa:i.r s.r1d .It~- \_;lotlli.n~. befn:r·e ism1e.. CrJ ul-31'~•,, a) t!O refugees, 
.rE:pair t. ·ioes.. '):ftcm N~fngees '•"'uin n~\: ~l:.o ::Jv ri, :ht a. ter they 
BT'6 i ··su-Jd ·(.<> U r•r;•. in (,f'd3l tc. l:mko the?"i lliO.l. (!CJ ,forh1blo • 
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Th;::re ts a ..-:eel:::.'!!· issue c·f' 'l- nz. of 3oap p~:;: ocr:..1on for the 
!.Urpo.:.e i' rm~.h:'...nG cloth:..ng.. G1.,cat v:i.gilt·n r-:i i!P.s to be E1xer~ 
cised by tl-ie s tD.1'f ~Ln m: der' t; o prf~V<mt the ~ ~u·di~ie 01• c:is­
lJosal of r up-i,1:.8s after· they ar•e :tsQued.. R .. ugae;:; show 
tc 1donclqn to hoard nevi clothing und to wear old clothes, 
so.::i.0ti~·1e J i?.lr~ost. 1•a.cs. •1:111~ r-:cy be for the .urnosE:: of lmving 
ne '1 clot:1et; to ·'/ .ar on the:.r> r·eturn t;o Gr~:ec ; ccJ>ta:!nly ma.ny 
hope :!..n ~11.:.s wa~r to {:;et r 01•e clothes :tssUE'd :;o then. 

1\ n .... itisn sergEHl.i."'lt i1t:u· cJ:arce of the re~ 5..vc labor ~mployed 
sround the . ca~.1p, who v;cre uccd to to.kc cm.,e f t!.e so.nitation 
r c·:::,uiremonts or ~he car"p. 'J!i1e: collE>ctf·G. t" r f,3..r·btlGe and other 
refuse, '~~::."tEd. ~-t o::;ay ln. i:-nall ho.nd-p:r·opelJ ,d :i:•ailwuv du.mp-·curts, 
c.:.nd burrw _ l t; in tho d isposnl pl~nt. 'llhe::· EO so pol:.ced tho 
Jatrineft., !rat· ·o labor nlEm d:td most of tllz- \7ork in tbc ld tchens 
[i·l d~ni· it.,-roomn.. The· staff clained th~t it. ha.d ber:n fot:.nd 
necesnar:,r ·~o er1;:"}loy t!:ls 1nrco nu.mbe1· of Nrc ve 1:'J01 .. l:t-,.L~s--·~.pproxi­
r..abely o. :e for· ver:i" te1:. r•efugt~os in tho ( ai ~--soc ... t;.r;e tl1s refuceos 
either would not or· cou2.d not du t!1c ;.mrk t~ t tho i-.v.t;lvco C:~1.d., 
1;;htle tlu ntuf ~ rcaJ.lzcd tl o inpor·tun c of' J- .sping ·:;he l"'r·fugoos 
9.L :!:'u_l:t cecu~··' C. as poss:l.ole: they l i£ .. te no"· be-.:.m l!hJ...., to pi1t 
IJ.::rny of -.l;c:r: to \!O.r·j~ ore' .nd the Cf"T1~ a T'l-H:y ";_nin {~h:...t tho P8 _sons 
r_oc mm..,.e than ~-0,, of the rof.ut;<?i',s· hH re fu11~ :i.mr-' 8i. ploy1.1cmt are 
th:i:>eefold: ti1e1'0. ls u .lack ~: leu:l=i1·shI·9 S!r1c !' ,h<:: refug·.~s; up 
to now r~: )SOS ,.9-;_ 1 s has bor.:r.1. la1"gel;.· a trans r ·; (He' .1p; and s or.1etlrncs 
there ar,~ nol; s.deq:into t;co1 s nvuilabJ.e. 

E£4-Ch c.:f' tl.1.e two cool'.:-.. ouses rind dinir:·a;­
tho supo .. "vision of a P1":l.tish lieutenant. It 
tc follo11s the . ~tion sea.le o.r the Dr•ttlst ; 
'l:omer-. aro u~iven lesn broad th n the nen {J 0 
of 14 oz .. ) and cnildren ure c:tvcm !:101'6 !''llJ k 
::>c~~:plEi C<'Y' s r:ier;u vmu: 

'lls is now under 
preparing tr.ttl ~ienus 
·.ny, e1 ccpt t!:at 
z .. per da71 instead 

.han !lOUltso A 

PPc kfast: broad, mnrga.i>inA, :run~ ~· lk and ten. 

savc•1r:y beans ~.md tom&tc sauce, h'!•ead.., 
rn.'.:?.r,~a!'lre, r.mlon and co. n. 

roast beef or st~w, chL~ ad potatoca~ 
r:le.:rro·.v, bread, tea ::rn' :·. lk. 

It was clalmed that the d:tet; -=tJP.f, entll~oly ad.: ~'...late, nnd c'1rtn1.n1y 
all the i>efuc;eaF thc..t we sa'N -::s.vc eVE-:'I'Y tr.:~ ~::;l(;r: t~~at ~his vms 
true. But !t is al so true t"i-:at t.he dl·::Jc i.Hu~ .. '..Ost nonotonous, and 
the:: staf· nd:· 1i ttoc. r.but sorwt: 1~.ac should be on.e to :i.mprovo the 
st~rle of C('Okinc so us tc- s:.d t nor0 ne:a:-:>ly t, ;-J -::.aste of the Crcel:-s. 
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They snid t?rn.t s f'o.r tr~GS !:ad no:; ~Jc·c;:. a:,. 
the :r.•efu[:,eE.s ru.Je C·rcck oo ks. T11 ;r h~:d t,· 
th~ s exper-inonf. l 1Hd .f aJ.ler,, p:."'j.nc ipall:1 l<: 
would not '101:'! .. : ur.c:e:v woHon · JhiJ.::; \•E" Mn·c 
found trJO Gree\: mn1 who clu.::r'ow. to kno J ~~o 
a bit of ceter~ .. :.r,.. 'l\!o d~ys bof'oro ~e lcE 
supervise tho p: epn.::·ci t l ,_,n i.:f t} e ,·,_o nl:; aLG. 
ro.fur;ec;:t to1d UG tLat 11 _:r-c~·--;.y they h2(l not 
in tho··:" taste.. bau ns che .:'ood i.1ay taste 
monotonou;::; as ,1'e diet v1as, pe:!"'hnpn of n C( 
wns nrob&.bl .. .:· i~;. .. Lt in rmir1tGining tllnt t1:e 
one than r.iost o ~ 'Ls'ese: retus-:.J-)S W8:::>e accu.J · 
ho:~:e. ia :;he G1 oek :i.slaridr- o I1J. pi. ... li.1c_plG 
for the refugees to ke0:1 H1<.-nr 01.:in pJ a l:;e" -
'!..heir o:n -::a3b:!ng up .... n :H'actice~ for hy· 
that is, to ~Ln~;ttl"'E: that t:-:.e I.J12tes ni-..d ct t· 
·;t.'asht--.d and e.r'<.0:: )_ot :1 eft <.i.?:VJashoG l!~ tl10.i.Y' 
flier:-- .. bis: .:1 .c ~ -l r· dcn-:s 1:~: i..t e nat~.vo lab 

Ozw of' t,. di.n:L-w-haJ l B \,!J ~~ 'l.tsad f'c•r t 
hours ci Cc":i woc~,ds~· n.C!'Dll1g at: t'.1 IJlti.co ::r 
school ~s con~ ctca~ ~hls ~clool ~~e ~tter 
children F~c:n "''· ·.;;;o e t.. OT'"• 1i:her;e '':\ :"o tr 
dra.,1r. f'1""ot1 n.m ... m.[" ·~ 1 :3 re. ·uc'"t;s.. 1l'h<:: r0fuge 
t:l.10 .tr cl~i • d.reri ~ att0 1d s~:hooJ., , .r .. <l t: 1Gre 
There is a · ir.-:1 pe1 ucnta.Ge ~1.t' :.llit81 .. acy aT 
tho camp, bui; tl1is school a.ssurcs ·that vcr., 
who p.3.ss t!wout n .~ones '·3lls ·;ij 11 be 111 tt;c 

If o-1e ,}orn;;ld'":lrs ·om-~s '/alls pu.i.A:t·y u. 
·Nould s(:et1 .that li; ~:ao 0rve~ i-1::!'3 pwpose · 
difficult, in \~e~ cf ~ncort ~:11tn1~ da~e-
tbc r-c:f·,:c-c.s to ::o acut i to -,J:::c~· ~· -i=i:•:; 1. 

S!"ltly. So, y~,it.J1l.~ 

def lnlte ot~nCTo In 
While the staff ~~ 
for ell pract~cu, 
doil1f' nmcb aa .,e:.t o 

· t 0 l~ ~.:::: mrnr &.r.JOn?, 
3d (i,.:'c t:;}r \iO:CICn but 
u::ie tl'e natl.Ye labor 
-iero, t1·e :.:c.1 Cil" 

!;o cook itnti to clo , 
tb, Ge stt~rto<i to 
ever'"• 1 or'' tbo 
cd ;one ··.r.1proveLont 

'·c jre Gr-eeks arnl 
si~ ff 
better 
t:.~J.e.ir 
prefera'_)le 

·utlo ~"Y a:r;d d~ 
'?:::ic rcus .)DS--

ry .::ire ~ro;)erly 
.Lts to (;oll~ct 

t~ o &l'"ld a l .. ~tlf' 
~·~ ... ch a ... n ls ... e.r"I 

od by nbo\~t 4CO 
.::;h · b~- teae::~ers 

-.;e!'O C<V~e ' f CY 
.. 8 J oW t.1 ._;non~BOS • 

";10 Vie u ""..!l ts in 
'e'"' of -~'1e chil::l1•t::r1 

, I• 
• u " 

l tro~sit om1pt it 
.~ut 1.t ls 

r-cfue:een .!.r. or·(~r to 1 1~c.t t .. ~t..., c~1E:.1Y•'i:•r': rh .s .. 
o'f: the pO)~llaLJ G!': 0!.· a c~.rrp :"'E.:--~11.::1 s :.h.e:r>0 ! th:-. ·w.tt only for 
four to s:i.x weoI~3, I!O 1~.xl;cr:.eive i)ror;rnn .:n ccc~ed to 1-:eep 
lf1dlvldual :r•ef ,·~·t:of errwloyu-:i. and mr:.:.gcd.. ' ~ 1 :· on ':'.1e populn-
tiori bocor1es D ~tut le 01·.!.c, r!.uit.e t!".te re'l'"vre1 1 st.; j_u ~,:."t:e. :·;_; 
would seC:i!l proln.bl<.:: thot wi t.h more 11.~ader>sJ- J tW.t! ~' .2ection 



on t·-~E. pH Pt oi the Bta: ·:r' l"Gf::.[;et···~ (;')UlCI i''>Ul 6. '"f 10 \'10Uld 
and cou..ld c10 nost or i!1e :1or~.;. -:..t.ow _:,::.•t'o:"l.·~, '):• ~2::it··.10 :tabor. 
In add:itJ.on to t~10 sc11ool i'or ~rL'.l.::1••E:n t'1[ ·. occu,...·:d.es tLoir 
mornin,:s, the.•o s:~ould be a i>ocr<.:)'l'~l_,nul r:. =•t:- ~:;-n. ~n..1p ,r-1:lsed 
by ad.ult rcf'·.1,:;oes, t11:.1.t woul•::l occU"')Y part :· U·o ir a.ftc~,noons .. 
Some sort of edu0c. ti :innl cT'oer·nrl cc·.Jld we: ... ·oc stnrtod for 
ad~l ts~ CGl"'t,r it:...l ' by these D cd ot:1,-:P mf,nr• -Che p1•osent small 
l1U:."!l°ber Of &d'IJ.1 ts t_;alnf'ully G~ployor. Hi thir the CD.~np could be 
rcul t ipliod. sevors.1 times n:nC. still l·Jave · rl,3nt~· c:f women to 
talrn care cf :/· ntever r~~n"'.ly lv::-vs~.;xeApin~ · 9.s to be done. 

lt rmst bH borne j_n n~.nc:. t.!1 t :,;o v.:..si ed r '~ros. 1i ills jurd:. 
US it \{US qccrnilJ.i_'; Cl8nl' t,0 vZ'C fltL -f?j" tr;:11 ~bl!) trr,rw1t:lon in 
tr1e nat u.::-•e of i,1;.e ccr.rp ~.,a~; tuk.1..!1~; pl ::,.ce. ':e, -.:ere :.!.n the 
\J:r.>oceen of :LI'r. :."'ov ~.ng i,'10 t·:> sor.:.0r1: ·,..:.t cunL •1 n:r~:·c0n for list 
~!.on~~ inforn:~i.t .".0;1 at·.:n1t; r .. df'!G""1E>S a:~ · hc:r s11· c-a.r1~, ~O".:";· \::n1?dn 
l1uc: l1e(jr;. }1!-..iJ.::'.--Hd ... 1nd ?;u'.:•e b~!.r1.i:r; f•:tl1'9ci ott ... ~;i~~n.:~l '): ... t 1:e 
rcfugeos t:·-:.·~11 in ca;!p.. 1r'1e~;.3 ::!.a.1~d;:> eo~1b:l: ... d il~>~ca.s "op ::mch 
i'ull ~.t ii.~.for1"1n.t::.o-- noont 0qd::. one a-._,.J for ·,)' ·otot;rdi)'l. ·.~'hat 
the staf'f w.~s dol:::1c t;,:: ··•mke t:1s .'.?ooci .·:>re .nlat~·ble l:.!ts Rlroady 
~K~cn r.1.0nt.i.o:nc<L. f'ueb .).r t!1 .... ;·,echnnics of oe:r~it .inc t!1ls co.mp 
tias fu~1ctloG.1..~1'; so s:noothly tl;at it '!O'ns he.r-1 1 r a vlu:ltor tc 
keep il• nind all t1:e ~orvico<?s tl-:nt ·1.E:rc br: J..._, ro:Kicr~C!. as s 
Platter of cctu•::ic .£i~o:n dav to dc:v. Ir: C<Jr·r · 1, tl10 sta::·f' scer.ied 
to be ft".:"Jare of t}:1-'.: faults t:1rt ox::.stod, Dr , l (1ri thut the in­
tcmse heat of tho SUOl':le!' f'Ont.h~ V1US ·0ase ::r , tl'ey V•81'(: naking 
n !)e13:..nr:.ir!t, r::.t let::.st :>f try:l.n~ to correct .~1orn. 

C}UCe t8r,t;S .. J:i• .. Eq1.011tlyp 01.l 1sd. ClJ··_:;_1i:, ·J'.C.., .. : . .':".t ope;i rasl1es 
in 't::G:Je ton.:;s. ';. or.'.1-.'!ll .i1~d cb ~.lf~ ·er: . : t. LC·· 1 ;:,.)1. .. .1;C cy'3, nn'' 
rashes h.i.dG rL1ay .f Po!:'.1 .1€HE00.l att .. nt; r... l:f.'>::''3 ~ trn: ... ~1cd f'or 
six \"l·3eks in the c11r.ip ~-..o:.ipitul r11G~·:e 'L ·. t- ti ::iu ... t to no.1c nurslnc; 
visit:s nnci, :·>~n t11eJ ;b:?8:tve iJJ.r,n ~•, t"':T .... o 1.:0t Ruch :tndl.v:l­
CLials to t:-.o l'os:,il.ill.l for. r.100 t:::al ..,tl;:.ntti. .. • • 

SJ op vmt.0 ,~ iu 1~l·-:·ovm cut on 
Anlr..alz live \'!~ .. th tbo T'CfU.[;ecs 

~ , 
,, • lC CI'OUl 01..i.ts.!..de the tents. 

J\ ba ttcr~1 of' pr:t v .!.cs;. En-r·::.nc;e( to pu r J..lel t!ic :rvw of tents 
but re!':'loved sone 2CO feet :from the 0utsl<l, rm; of ten,;· ur:.d. sorn~ 
800 feo'c :rror:: tho inside row, ar-o woll cor trt.cte:d and offer a 
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fe<:'.turo th_n: \"IGPrd1ts Lco.,.;;~-~n 1.":'·91··,v'=::.1 :tir -it·:.v() n :·rJc L'.HJs~; 
be p:.~ovlaed sa!'e tci}r~t faclJ ~i;:!.e::-:. T2-1, J nr: .1·1lis ':J-;: each 
8truct.v.re ers b ·okcn into boc•t11S L; ~roj· <· .:,;.f ehestL~Lit,b 
r:a1•tltio:·_..,.. ri.?o u~e, '!:;he ~;ex•soa •rn.l·~~~ int;o tLu b::>ot.h o\•er n 
t,rnp doo :• l1:>1t;; ~d P\!ay fT'on i.b'.3 wall ana fl . ·L :· J.th the rloor. 
Th.~s hineed c1Jvc1 ... be 1;o::i.es a c~o(n"' r:h" ch cJo .. 3n t;};_e b. oth for 
privacy a11c:. r;-::.vos t:1e oc ·:upar1i; on fl. rol..:. ,: t 1Jl/ ~1ur::•or: p:!.at-
1\J~F.J. to cofece.b:: into n p!.t.. r3ofo ... ·u i;be •) · 'llPctnt c .n le.1ve 
tho r1oot"1 he i..:! fo:;.-sc0d to 1.0·1er tnu h~llf::: 'd b.d .tl.l ~ ue::.lk :-;:i;ar 
it to ;:e; Olli;~ T11ts r1nl{C.J s. f•ly·-.,i'i.~~ht ~~,1>~ !\t 1.~onos '~!a] .. lutJ 
the ·)it.a l:!olti :ctr:.1 <l:r•uns for ~!.1e '1• mn J:w; ... et~ r::.u.s"G be hauled 
B~vay for d:Lspc: .. 31. The watt: in tao feet :•f. tLe 
~u::?fac.g ;J.f ~hG soll.. 'J:he hur_an ex( rt: 1e!lt ~ 1 ar:.l0d abov1.t two 
1.iil0s fror1 t°':lS -~~-:i~~:> .. sc:.'Eh:int::;d ~ cui rw<'1 ~ a•-;:. tLP 1 'iciu :.~. c0l1tcr;ts 
:r·un out ::..r1Lc1 s'1;£.f'ac>Ei c'l'"irs ;·l1er- 1.t eva ,c 'rites rcL(:":..l: unc.c,'l"' 
the :ieat; ad .. :~ rwr.~tr..o C(;ndi t: .;.r;.::, ..,,, ..:.cL .... .!.J r ost of' t.".he 
ye:;-.r., 

The pr:1~1n",.itLn1 ~l.1.'~ i1an._!l:lng (~/ ±:c::c. s,ctre!>sl:i; :_r.,001•. 
li'oc.>d si,ora[v i.:. bud.. Dnc..,:' of sngc.:.', cof e , 8!.l.., & id. f]OUP 
do not FJtm1d or ':)l2t.for1.:- but a1"e loft o.,..,. 10 f_ o r•. r:o::. ·tu1.,e 
from t~w f 1.oor soaks ··p i--1l:.o ~ l;.e ~ackl.1s ".i • c :;t:t.Jn ;s. Irnwct:J 
(ant~l nn1 cook~oachcn) can nnd Wt3!'8 ob::!crv l .t..:.o :,~t at the 
c~1tents. C t3 wo~e kept to 0 tc~ Pat~ qr vi~e, s tood 
could bo con ta. lr aced tLu ~ly. I.:ic.:J d:r•op·Jj lf3S .10_ e 01.>se1·ved 
ln fl.our. 

The ldtch:::ns t"!ere •. ot l'ly-t igbt. A1,a , labor prepa.t•ed tho 
food. Thci.i."' ga:-111:s"'t~ i.1r.r .t il thy 9n': thei han 1s fL'd bodies 
likowj Se.. l,a::;r:il1c fac tl:t \:le.;: ";Jere ..,() fa:i;• "','!r:O :ed f'l"'Clil tbe 
kitchen ttat :t wns cb-ious t~at t~ov we. c Gelcoc •tJC~n There 
w~u:; c.c.; c\/:i.dence tl:r,t hn.r_.di:e.:...r ... ~:-w v12r/ a p1·e c>11 .olte .t rr:q 
t:i.rn.8 for- nn:;!•mH~o 11 ... :0 t1:t. Lit•J:i ~ J.. •':ir~t (10~ :~D a :w bci:nc 

,.... ',. 

Tbc} hosp iv-al bu1.ld. • n:g i a<t 1)1-Ji:. :- ?31 ,LJ. l's ::.i:1 1,' '.:. ~;(-) u::--1lf 0!'1::s , 
doctors ln :.::1.;.;e.1y u-.1..:..:!:''.).~ ...... 1s~ and at·.nn-t-e. 1r1:21:· 3::._e .. : :!.ron 
prevan"uble d:'.:.sca 0 cs. ';~}1.~,.~H 11'1s t:• .Ju::•ce 'j J.~1 1,__c11 c;1or~~8ncy 
mlY.'g1?ry con::.'1 b.:~ '>,r::'~:rr"l.ed l'.iod-:·~·:'.:lte1y \7ell ·as-~)pero.tod 
sutoclav~"': •·ms a;ai1a.:Jle.. 1\ fair set of s 1 ::le:&"' ln:::t·•ur.1-.J~ts 
ex ls ted, and ap.:.n"3ndect01n.i , s an 1 ?:1(~r·r:enc v ocr•s. t :tDnJ ~:"d baen 
pcn•forned by th.:; Greek -ioctors ln .r•tter·d l.!'." J. The :mrsc:s v1e:r·e 
rocralted from ar1ong chc refu3"'cs, e.nd t!:.c 'l., t;i .. ·~.lr::.;.1c rn1s cor.i.­
plcted :tr nix. 11oel:s. 



One ~a.t;i1=.mt rm._ o CO!'i. li•.!ntcd D.~)pendcc ;onJ w1tll ovlc'ence 
of dlrty su.rge1~~"· The Ci.occors hesitat8d to us'J s·alf'a Jrugs, 
".)cllcv:lng them to be toxic, and llnc subso(l ntly d1 c.i:'-.ed an abcess 
in p~uch of D.:;ttr:la.~. One patient ·;.ras un 8.<'··to str'eptococnl art:1-
r:.t tic; pnll:i.at:i. ve ~ali.cylatos ~1e2·a the ril · tr.::wtmcnt.. 'l'llere 
\7ere too i;;£mv cases of c' iarrhea r.nd cjysent" ry \11' 1.ch reflected 
the poor hy( lone oi' the canp. 

V.IIJ....! C01;"'lnlents e.nd Conclusion~: 

It is dl.f'f.:.cult in a co!nposito r·epo2 .. t; ;f .;hts ratu:t:e to set 
doun any cm:clu}"':~.ona wh:i..01'... l .. O-Ol"'enant exnctl ·• thu ~OJ .;;1.:;:ionto of 
each member of tl1c t;:;-:•oup i:;ho v ~-s~ tee ·chc !1.' ~.le.le E.~sli canos o It 
r:".ust ·c borr;.e in r:i::nd, ther3fo:•o, t:1at .;he Ol'rai1ents and c;Jnclu­
sions o fered !1e1~c nre t!·1e rosu.lt of an o ies.:; nct··;n>)t to recon-
cllo d.Lff'er<n1cos of cpinion .und '·o a • .1nth..,s:1.s of our 
in<ividual re'3.ct.!o,rn t\hich will Rp7); ox 1.r.i.t th~ tI•uth us clo9ely 
a:3 posslbl 0

• On ccrtnl.n point.Cl we have s.'o "'1r 01.:.r~s.lvss in com­
~-·1 .... tc accorC.; :: .. : other> re~·pocts our 1::.:!.ffcr ncG.1 c..ore t: 03e Jt.' 
de~r~0 rat~cr thrn substo ceo ~e present t.ese conGJu~ions in 
thE· hope t'--.llt t.:•1r'v ~ay br-: rnefu2. guider. to .tnturo GF'. RO opcratior:s 
Jr: tl10 refugee fleJ.a. 

If rY. refugee camp 1.s to succeed in r"o· ::1:'11.ng he bope of 
pcop1e t1ho bsve l een dr.1.ven from the~.r hon ,, Hnc sul: jectec:. to 
1·,ardsbips and ~)cr·sorn~l Jon.sos often be:rond bclh:f, if ouch n canp 
i<> to off'er c haven wl--iero itr.i occupantf, eo. ~ be restored ph~rnicnll~r 
and n'ente.ll v to the point v1!1c :io tl:C'y \·J) 11 l useful u.nd valualJlo 
clt~~~ens :1hon t'1cy af:~in x•eturn to tlici!' b riela1 ds~ thore ure 
certa ln elements w :.ch nutit ex_ st .ti. t1 o l.':.. •'e of :mch a cara:). 
T;:e adrllnlstrul.J 1 ~re Bt8.f'f o' tho cm1n mu.Jt care full v selected, 
br:; ns _:)(H'l.'1-·:tnent as poss.:.-blo, and ~f OUlC: 09 ,;)l:l}; JSCC of L!8U Ulid 
·.101nen ~:.rJ::.o br>in~ .. to L e:i2:- ~:·ort: t.n en1.:;uslns.. .and :-i.1r.m11 to l..ch ·;vJ::ic~: 
will Bustnin tl::~n tb.1'. u, ,h ~:m:r~y c: :.fr i.cul -c a •4 U'1i"i1e<":tsar~t r.10mcnts. 
'rte Sl~D.ff rr.ust be ndeqttaG -·1 v l ousod nr!d nu ,., be u11 ov ..LC:ed v1:t. th 
r0e.so11u.ble op.Jortunl ties fo~· 1 ts OVD nr.1t.w 0 -:- nt lf its o'.'n r.:.ornlo 
ls to r~i.mln, at; fl hict pltch over ary long ' eriorl of t.:me. Its 
ties viltl" the nu::;:e1~v1~:·..,ry nission or distr.·ct offic· cf tl e 
organl~a~,ion operatiL£': +'~1e: Clli!I' r.,us'L te el , e a"?:c~ c ntim:ous, 
and. its liriko \lith ctJ,or comps ln tle Gar-1e ·re, :.l101ld n0v'er 
be nec;lected. ,~e noticed in the l.iiddle Ln,t cru.ps, for• e.xnmple, 
that one cnnp t·idminlstr·ator know clr>'1ost not ~.inc of the wo1~k of 
the othc::t"3. TL~ consequences ·;!ere that the best fee.tures of 
erich cm;\p hncl not been e.dot:)tcc: b:; Um other.,, o:~oejJt b:· nhecr 
chance, and supp_,,..ie~ avalluble in su:r•.!Jlus <.:r unt,:;.tics 1n one 
were totnll:t lackinc :i.n othc~"s. 



·.ie all cO!Kluc. 
int; or[,aHl.!.oat:.0"1 ~­
be brou[~~t to 'tr or 
represe:itod :c .. _ong r 
ot:.1crw}.s ·, d .. U'i'tcu.1 ·, 

. the .refugt'?9S ,.;.r 110 
best interont;c of 

-lU-· 

d tt,a.t a ca.;:;·-p ao-:lr:.:i. st.ration and the c:iperat­
;;.lcl be f .!'Ced fr-C!:l cr!:J pros sure Whic:h :-1igJ::t 
"T t2Je '~OVer•r.:1rcntG Of l;!1e 1-:.ati::mitl:!.ties 
[;.:vcn i;of"uf;eE c;rov.p. Optimun i•esuJ.ts arc 
to obtLln, CcffJ}) <~iscip1in8 suffers,, and 
be 111<:.:naG,od i.i~ a 1.1anri.er• conc:uolve to the 
te r:aJ011

• .. t.7r. 

1r:1a q· •. rn.:."'t:er•s J. •0vidcd fm· .r ~.rugoe~ need no~ be elaborate. 
If they ar·e clean, l3ht., L~i1~y, ~nd no·:_; too c.Po.1c~ed, tho 
essential requL .... cr:i 1 its td.l.l 1-1ave b·scn fulfilled.. nut the 
people 'Hill re·:iuir. adequate recreational fuc~_lities for the 
childro~1, a corr;~T1on .cetlng place wlioro thsy ca.."2 develop a cor..­
muni ty spirit, nnC: .. atlsfactory r~ccororiodut ions for· catinr,. 

It would seen~ desirable that at 1cnst one \;,rcmmn bo lncludcd. 
in the st.c~f of nn r cn:ip vii'icL E.CC<Ji'.'.Xl.odates won.en or ch:tldr•cn .. 
A woman r:ho cnn rJ t:. :11la te tile rof'~.geo wor.ian to act:.vitler: v1r.ich 
a.re u;;.eful and ed11 ! .i.t lonul vrou:Ld Pnl .!.eve t:.10 c~mp comnandant 
of many burd-ns \"llt 1 ch ster1 fr·c~1 idlun.enso 'l'he !rinrnle of refur;<Je 
women sepm ... !.lted fr" 1 t~1eir husbanda s.nd ot!;er tnlc r0lnti·ves 
r1ust b<3 t.us·i;"l:!.m:.d , ' ovs-YYy p.)S:Jiblc st-Lr.mla!1t, and :tt :'-:1as bee:i::1 
t!-1e e.x;ic:e1£ncc of e a•.=::•:":.:n:s t.:-ators at each o.i 1:.hc t:iddJ e East 
camps t~at c.'.)rnplni ~ts and disputes ,.:."'"J.ong tho rof'ueeeo C:~ln'.inls:; 
to tho va:.is. ir...g r.- ~:.nt \'ki0n tl e women have :::orwt:d.r:r, to Co. 

The cHmp Dd'.li~ 1.str&tor should be per-mittec. "OI1e uuthoI"ity 
to use sanctior.s, rmttor how r; ild, a~;a.inst r•0fugoee \71 o cc.:-
r.lit lnfractior.s B.£€."nat camp regu.le.ticns .. It is not n0ccsBary 
that strict .rnllitar .... discipline prEJvail i.n a cu.":lp, for large 
numbers of women ('TC:: child_ en cannot be co, trollod t:at:ts~·actorl:::.-.r 
by fo!'ce, nor r1oul::t one want such u .conc~.it.ton to exist. But · 
Boses Hells afi'ora · 1 us nn cpportunl ty to undo rs ·,and the dif:f 1-
cul t:i.0s of ad:':1i:·ds L •utio:n -.15.. chout any po·,:Ar to snf'oree x•ules 
\Jhich 111 tbemseJ.ves a.r·e hlt:,hly desirable o ·Jnc J.eanlin::rns., for 
·exa:::ple, is n th.rent to tL': health o:r. cvc17 rcfucee inn cn:r:i:p, 
but if .tt cannot b- punisLed, lt is excecdi11gly difficult to 
cl ln:lnate 3 espe·ci::1 ly Cr:-lOnG pcQple w:.o hr:.ve not evon known t~ie 
bas le rulcfi cf po:r' o:.f~l 'hygj e;ne. 

Pro,rls ion f'or ·odical CB.re r,mst be a pai·arqcunt consid.erot '.Lon 
in phmninc t:.e or( t.:J:.lzat ~.on of o.ny canp. Ono v:ell-trn:irJed nurse, 
lf posni bJ..e ft:r:~1.1:, r· YJ:i. th tLc l:Tl ;:uage of the refugee group, i{! 
worth a dozen hast::~.:;- m-;.d :..ncoDpletely ti'alned helpePB, and a 
vic;o:"" 1:ius hone nurc'! .:c scrv.::.ce by cor1:1etlmt publlc }1calth nur3(rn 
would be :i.nvaluahle. One good doctor, nLo t;~::!.ns tbe conf'lC.ence 
of the i•cf'ur,ees, is :iOrth a clozen \·:ho urH not expoi":tcnced. T~1e 
ad.option of' t11e r:.ov 3!' dr•u.gs and tecbniques should be or:.coura<:;od 
by visit inf_; spcc:i.::.lh1ts. 



~'e:·•11~1ps. t.: c~ ;nost Jmpt1r···~n11t s~~- 1._,..l0 fac 
~'tY:lD. -'!" l• ~-..., , ... n ·cl· Tt ""'""l"n '··~' ·,·"'J - "n~-<; 'H 
\.;.... .... .. .. ~ . ,I L) ... - () .. t) v l ~ .t \i ... ..1.. ..... '../ t • t.; -- t! . ~ ·- ·t:_ u 

sui'ficicr~:c · ... o ""lnintn:ln or :n0bu·11c. 1 • 'D.1}~h. 
is that a Cllct :•o.C.lect t'he foo··: ~~Q0,ii!:;g "1:-.:: 

,;-. ." ,-. t:1c J. __ fe o1' a 
':\ t ._ .J.:i.et - :u:Jt he 
13.., is r.tor·; ~r! tal 
Jsl~as or t~o area 

fr·:)m "~11LJ...C1-1 t:o .. ~of\1goe r;1~0- .. :) is ;~~[t"•' .. ~·J f!C' ""~ ~:~ L~·:.:::; "::.:.1y be 
feas:!ble in t : :L.:lrht of z:.\u~_1a;·J.c -· l),;l:';.e". I-. cooks can be 
f'cu.ncl f..:t:ionc t: .c• rofugeos, tl:cy sbo1.:.la c u d. The J...10r1c·tony 
of' life :in any cumr car: be nllcvintE~d er· r ravated by tbe 
f'ood w'r ic:1 is sor·vod ore t:'"-' :- i nncr cf' its .1. ... epe.ri·tlon. Food 
storage, prep• 1 ccJ.;.:L0r .. , ~~nc:. ! vnt 1lng . llSt e 'tr;i "tly .sup·:-rv j .sed 
from a saniter·: ::-.t<Jndpoint .. 

Tl'.o locat j en of n cei..rrn fac;to:l:"r>.., ldt:H-:1-ll~T, 
a cn,~p :Jhoulf: be ::'.',car n to .. ri m: ctt.·y '"or,'· 'l~ 'io :r0f'·11g•_os cnn 
l~o from t i!1e 1J" 'G:':.?Es to s;1cz.mo f-:::>v •• ~-;.fro ~·:r ·.I."'-"· and b~1i.'0t:on oi' 
c~·~:} l.ij"o o r1 ·,r,_'f:JB :,J1:.:llh ··:_ t\ ldf'f' J~ i.i r: .. :-: .... 1y . · nf.:·· t .. ., l)·!.··~ :i. q isol~ted o 

~rh~ barr..:;:-moB"'1 t)l.' tho ·\es.ci~~t nu~ t; :i.,.1 t .ine . ·' t-~1 ~Jute. h~·lv tl~l' to 
t~w laek of L1:·~iativo "'l-:.1i".1 v.1n.s rw ~ppate t- i~"''J m,10113 ~ :,e 
rsfugooa. ~t - ifa and hl:~po, ln~ge ~!tL cloge at hanc, 
e.r~d tnc refugee:; could fO to ttcm t'1-i!o,,t i;.t 

It &houlC' be rcitt:.rflted t} :lt t:.:1e c:.m:p:: wo via.it 3d were in­
tended to be t1;;i.nsit ca":"pc~ ]t \;oi:lo :;:-;ot , f, !.r to cPiticlze 
LLcir a.C::r:1in.i.stratcr ... . bccuusra of an~r conc'i-'-; .... r..s -..·d-:.icb exist ns 
a result of t~!e bc~:.:1.ef thnt thB cm1ps r.·lrn· be closed down at 
any time. 1To Lo.,r:1~ndunt c'Yuld '•8'JC plunr~c ·;;:'...t.~ es.:>urcmce 
or enthusiasm an::- semi-pur:_anc:.t .o(k: )l'C·j~ .t~ o:r• otbor atimu­
lat..Lnc; vontul"'e~. to dovslor n crn.ir:nr~tty spl !;., ' ... ho cru·1ps have 
cared for the :.>o::.'UGCe3 '':e1:. f.,lK' faiUifull:'" ·n a ,J1~rs.tcul sense. 
A11owint~ for ';JC' L'd{ or 0quipr·:o t md pc.. nllP~." t!10 in::!RRA 
ot~canizatlQ~"l d1_ l ti10 nrltinh ar~~w off~ -·ers r:·. :ntE.d i.J"'l.th it 
!u1ve 1.:.onc t:1o:l ... 1 ... ;,nosc to ·->r.:.:.scrvc ·~0:1r; t ~ ..... .r·1gees '..11eir 
hope in t!1e t 1tA:uro.. 'Ths e .·.·;;;;.~t3 :..1f t:·ie r•0;< t.tJ.e:;Pr-1.; ln /\frlca 
Of'\ ~1:" StSl';tinl [;ri·~UpS ~Dll.Il t :)c l'"!~QS .-~ej U 'l: 0 fi~o~~ the \-.ra~. 

'D:nt t1-,o~o ca .:r.:.a ~1.ro net i-,,::)8.l l'efu..;'~J cc .. r~ Lhc.. !.'E3~if\ people 
i:,ould probe.bl~" :;:-oeadil y acr..:. i;.. Gut at ~:a:!.:.ta '.'JO S:"1W it dcr:cn-
strated t.hat ~~:lot cr.n be ... one wltr- litt b:,· "'n rcr:i::::)istrnto:r:· 
who hnr.. a wat>n he8..I't ~nd tie '.d 11.1.nr;ncs~; t:.. i.npr•cviso nr.d cxpcrl·· 
ner\t.. f'.c.,ns:r i~ iot, tJ·1c-: arcr:er, SU.J.Y~1J.Je-q m y c, par·i, of lt; the 
parru'ount fc:.ctcj, .... in the st1 ecoc::.. cf f. CdDr 'l ojcct is tl:c btrra.an 
quo.liti0s of Htaff nnd lefider· \iorkL,~; ~-;lth he people to nml:e 
tholr· l.tvo .... as .\.1vab1e ao qosniblE· ' . .j,ntil tl . d.:i..~. of' 1ibe1"atlon .. 
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Fryer's letter of 8/14/43 

c/o W.T.Mathews, 
Middle East Relief & 
Refugee Administration 
c/o G.H.Q., M.E.F. 

Dear Fryer, 

In case I do not pass your way when I leave 
here, I am sending a few lines to give you a broad im­
pression of the work here. 

It is mainly one of contrast, because the work 
here has been different from ours. The main task has 
been that of moving refugees. These arrived in two 
main strea.11s. One - Poles from Russia - came through 
Iran; about 35,000 men, women, children, not counting 
the organized Polish troops who came in at the same 
time. The other stream, about 20,000 to date, consist 
of 12 other nationalities, with Greeks from the Aegean 
islands preponderating -- again, men, women and children. 
In both cases, all the able bodied men and most of the 
younger women were cut out of the refugee stream and dir­
ected into their national armies or women's auxiliary 
corps. This left the composition of refugees to old 
men, mothers and children {many of whom have been born 
enroute). 

MERRA has established a chain of camps through 
Persia, Syria and Egypt, where these streams have been 
sorted and passed on to'their final destination -- settle­
ments in Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Belgian Congo, Rhodesia, 
etc. The negotiation of these settlements with the gov­
ernments concerned was a MERRA responsibility. Their 
preparation was undertaken by the local people. An idea 
of the task can be gathered from the fact that Ugenda, 
which normally has a white population of 2,000, received 
5,000 refugees. 

The camps in Iran {now closing, but may be re­
opened if more Poles come out of Russia) Syria and Egypt 
are staffed by Army personnel including Greek and Polish 
doctors who, themselves often refugees, thought some 
were Greek resiclents in Egypt; were given commissions in 
their respective national armies. But all these camps 
are administered by MERRA. Supplies come partly from 
Army stocks, partly from voluntary societies -- American, 
British and Greek Red Crosses, Greek 1ar Relief Fund (USA) 
etc. The nurses who help the doctors have been recruited 
from the refugees themselves and trained in the camps. 
In the Moses Wells camp, which I visited, there are a dozen 
school-teachers -- all recruited and trained in the camp 
by the headmistress. She was the only trained teacher 
to start with, and has done a sterling job, when one con-
siders that her assistants nearly all come from fisher-
f olk families (there are few, if any, middle class folk 
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among the Greek refugees) and the children from the same 
families had never b en to school before. 

These camps, and the million personal problems 
which crop up in them, afford a very valuable training 
ground for what the liberating administration will 
find when it lands in the Balkans. Enough is known 
about condition.a in those countries to make it certain 
that there will be enormous problems of food and shelter, 
and the training in the camps is being directed towards 
having personnel -- British as well as Greek, etc·. -­
ready. MERRA is just about to organize a 2-3 weeks 
course for administrative personnel. 

There are two important aspects of the planning 
for relief operations in the Balkans; one is that, as 
at present planned, the Army Civil Affairs Branch (AMGOT) 
will do all the work for the initial period, which for 
planning purposes is assumed to be six months. MERRA has 

· only a small administrative staff· -- three or four men 
who obviously cannot do field work. Of course, when 
UNRRA comes 'into being this picture may be altered. 

The other point is the great emphasis placed 
here on the assistance to be obtained from voluntary 
societies. As I said above, the American Red Cross 
and others have supplied considerable quantities of cloth­
ing and other supplies. But even more important are the 
arrangements, now being worked out, for the use of their 
personnel on relief work. The Army (Civil Affairs Branch) 
have asked for a number of "teams" to run refugee camps, 
mobile clinics, etc. Each voluntary society will fur­
nish one or more teams, and each team will usually be an 
all purpose group of half a dozen men capable of doing, 
between them, all the varied jobs that have to be tackled, 
for example, in running a camp. 

All of these voluntary societies (there are 15 
or 16 different ones) have come out with the American, 
British, or Allied Forces, and their personnel who come on 
to relief work will be released from their obligations to 
the Army to do welfare or ambulance work. 

Since the administration of relief is to be 
an Army responsibility, it has been relatively easy to 
persuade the Army to use the personnel of these voluntary 
societies whom they know already and who are, of course, 
in some sort of uniform. But negotiations between the 
societies and the Army have all been through MERRA, which 
has set up a Council of Voluntary Societies for Balkan 
Relief. Thus, Merra is recognized by the Army as the 
expert advisory staff on relief -- to such an extent that 
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the Army has sent some of its Civil Affairs Officers 
to be trained under MERRA at Moses Wells Camp. 

One last point. The Army has decided that 
it cannot undertake the detailed issue of relief food 
and clothing in kind; it cannot afford the necessary 
personnel, even with the help of the one or two hundred 
workers which it expects to get from the volunt ~ry 
societies. So the present plan is for the Army to 
issue supplies in bulk to the local channels of distri­
bution, and to give individual families relief in cash 
so that they can buy food etc., at the stores, (of 
course prices will be ,controlled). Here again, this 
may be altered if and when the Army hands over to UNRRA. 

I hope I have said enough to show you that, 
from the point of view of practical work having a direct 
bearing on relief in Europe, the people here have a lot 
of valuable experience. I would strongly suggest that 
you either come or send a deputation (on which I would 
suggest the inclusion of Harakas) to pick the brains of 
people here. I would even go further and say that it 
would pay to ask Mathews, whose address is at the head 
of this letter, to let you send half a dozen of your best 
men to the training course which is due to start next 
month. 

y warmest regards to you and all, 

S/ Eyre Carter 
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furnishes the refugees with pocket money. (C. h6oO ·per month per 
1000 refugees). The object of this is: 

a. Give them self-respect. 

b. It gives the ca.mp authorities a hold on the refugee, 
i.e., if they don't behave, the pocket-money is with­
held. 

c. Camps can set up .canteens where certain amenities, such 
as tooth-bnishes are sold cheaply. If these were issued 
many would be wasted. It has been found more economical 
to give the money to all and sell certain articles to 
those that want them, than to give the articles to all. 
(Insert) The refugees in this camp get hot baths twice 
a week. If they refuse to take them, the pocket money 
is withheld. 



SANCTUARY AND REBIRTH 

UNRRA Camps in the Middle East 

Nina Salom is 1500 miles from home today. Her homeland is 

the mountains; but now she lives in a tent on t he flat a nd sandy 

desert. The Nazis drove Nina Salem out of her mountain home • 
• 

The Nazis killed her family and relatives, 60 of them s he esti­

mates. Nina herself excaped only after 30 long months internment. 

But even in the strange and unfamiliar desert. and in spite 

of all the heartaches that came with Hitler, Nina Salom is neither 

despondent nor idle in her tent. Recuperating quickly on nourish­

ing food, in security far from the battlefront, she sought useful 

work. Nina has learned to be a nurse in the desert. In charge 

of the day shift in a hosp ital ward, she is helping the sick 

among her countrymen who came with her to the desert. And, she 

is looking forward to the day when she can return to her mountain 

home, for with the nursing skills she has learned in the desert. 

she will help her countrymen to rebuild their homeland. 

Nina Salom is one of thousands driven out by Hitler who 

have found sanctuary in camps administered by UNRRA in the Middle 

East. Like Nina Salem, mo s t of the se refugees are preparing 

~hemselves for returning home. It is the keystone of UNRRA pol i cy 

that these camps be operated in such a way as to encourage refugees 

to acquire new skills and valuable experiences ' which will be use-

ful after repatriation. Refugees, through their own system of self­

government and self-help in t he camps, are fitting themselves to 

handle their own affairs and to solve their own problems after the 

war. 
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Necessity dictated the establisbment of the UNRRA refugee 

camps in the Middle East. Some haven was needed for those people 

- mainly Greeks & Yugoslavs - forced to flee across the Mediter­

ranean from Axis terror and persecution. Camps for them were 

established in Syria, Palestine, and Egypt by Middle East Relief 

and Refugee Administration (MERRA), an agency of the British 

Government. 

The camps in Syria and Palestine, and even some of those 

in Egypt, were scheduled for a very short existence when they 

were established in 1941 and 1942. It was expected that they 

would serve only as reception centers and transit stations, 

through which refugees would pass on their way to more permanent 

settlements in East Africa and elsewhere. Difficulties quickly 

arose, however, in providing the necessary transport, in arranging 

with other countries for admission of refugees, and particularly 

in persuading the refugees to move still further from tbeir home­

lands. So these camps bear out what has become an axiom in this 

type of operation: it is easier to initiate a temporary camp 

than to discontinue it. 

On May 1, 1944, UNRRA assumed the operation of the six 

MERRA camps located on the attached map, which also notes the 

present population and nationality of the people in each camp. 

Only extreme need and the insistence of the British Military 

moved UNRRA to take charge of these camps. They represent an 

unexpectedly large drain upon UNRRA financial resources, which 

means less money available for operations in liberated areas. 

The camps also present UNRRA with an additional administrative 

burden at a time when all energies must be directed toward 
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establishing the first field missions in liberated areas. 

The British Army continued to support much of the cost of 

camp operation. Initial equipment came from the Army. Even 

under UNRRA oper~tion, food, transport vehicles, engineering 

and ordnance equipment, medicalsupplies, and miscellaneous 

stores are still supplied by the Army, to some extent on a re­

imbursable basis. Many staff services, including a large pro-

portion of the o~erating personnel, are provided by the Army. 

Voluntary societies also supply a considerable number of people 

to the camp administrative staff. 

After deducting these substantial contributions from other 

sources, the estimated cost to UNRRA for operating the camps 

during the last eight months of 194 is still reckoned at $8,000,000. 

In addition, at the time of ultimate disposition of the camp prop­

erties, UNRRA will have to carry out the financial obligations to 

the various governments which were incurred by MERRA when the 

camps were established. 

Details of daily life within -a camp make thi~interesting 

pattern: 

Upon arrival at camp, the refugees are immediately serv~d 

a hot meal. CThere can be no better introduction to a new home 

after an arduous journeiJ They will learn later that the food 

day-by-day is up to a high nutritional standard~ and that it is 

prepared by their own countrymen and so of course conforms to 

their dietary habits. Food is served in a mess o~ approximately 

400 people for there is no individual cooking. Special diet s 
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are given to the sick and the undernourished, and extra rations 

to those doing heavy labor. 

,~w ( New arrivals also receive a letter of welcome. They are 

~ ~given a description of the layout and operation of the canip, 

and are told of the facilities and services available to them. 

Rules of conduct and admini-strative r~gulations are explained. 

Then each newcomer is registered to give camp management 

the necessary facts to identify people, to take a camp census, 

to help locate missing members of families, and for use as a 

basis for housing within the camp and later repatriation. These 

facts are kept confidential in official camp files, and the 

reasons for registration are thoroughly erplained to refugees 

who may well be suspicious because of previous sufferings at the 

hands of secret police. 

Refugees are issued a standard package of minimum basic 

clothing upon arrival. Additional items may be obtained upon 

demonstration of need to the self-governing refugee committee. 

which passes on all requests. 

Tana Moriah can testify to the health services given to 

arrivals at the camps. This 5-year old orphan girl finally 

reached camp after months in a cave, hiding from the Germans. 

Her face was a mass o~ ugly sores. She was suffering from an 

infection of the middle ear, scabies, pneumonia, pyodermia, and 

ringworm of the scalp. Doctors were not sure they could save 

her, but they put her at once into the camp hospital and gave 

her emergency treatment. She is expected to live. 
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All the sick and malnourished are given special treatment 

and diet immediately upon arrival. All newcomers are inspected 

and deloused. The camp healt~rogram includes immunization and 

isolation where necessary, supervision and education in sanitation 

and personal hygiene, and adequate medical and nursing care in 

hospital and clinics. Special attention is given to treatment 

and classes for expectant and nursing women, and infants. 

Assignments to quarters are made first on the basis of 

families where possible; unattached adults are grouped by sex 

and age; and special provisions are made for unattached children. 

An attempt is made to give each person or family some privacy and 

an adequate amount of living space. People from the same vil lage 

or locality are grouped together, and many residents have named 

their tents after the cities or towns from which they came. 

Groups which travelled together are maintained together wherexve~ -

possible. 

Welfare officers in the camps are in charge of counselling 

residents on all problems, of stimulating refugee participation 
I 

in rehabilitating work projects, of developing refugee leader-

ship for recreation activities, of making special provision for 

the aged and handicapped, of establishing schools and child care 

centers, and arranging for church services and religious activities. 

Burial services follow national and religious customs and relatives 

are notified of deaths. 

A well-trained choir of 100 persons is in great demand at 

Army posts and hospitals near the camp and has performed for over­

seas broadcast. Its director, Maestro Hatze, six-feet-four of 

lean stern intensity, drills them rigorously every morning. At 
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65, he is his country's best-known composer and was director 

of municipal theatre who has organized a very successful dramatic 

group, a~a ~~A well-known painter ~ now teaches art to bis 

fellow-refugees. All cultural activities and sports are easily 

organized with experts among the refugees to lead them. Schools 

and churches are in operation everywhere. Only equipment and 

supplies are needed; even some of these are improvised by the 

ingenious residents. 

It is UNRRA policy to encourage all types of useful work, 

not only to keep refugees physically occupied, but also as a 

contribution to emotional satisfaction and good morale. First 

of all, refugees are encouraged to per rm all the maintenance 

and operating functions in camp: security patrol, sanitation 

squad, fire protection, kitchen duty, repair and maintenance, 

construction of equipment, etc. Secondly, they perform the 

personal services, barbering, tailoring, cobbling, carpentering, 

which are organized on a community basis, since private business 

is not permitted in the camps. And finally, refugees are making 

tools and supplies, learning to use tools, and planning for the 

revival of agriculture and handicraft industries upon their return 

home. 

Giorgio Bojanich, far away from home in a desert camp, is 

nonetheless working at his ·trade every day. With a dozen other 

shoemakers, he builds shoes and sandals out of scraps. Leather 

comes from discarded Army shoes. Soles for espadrilles are 

platted from the clean hemp strands found in the center of old 

hawsers; the tops are made from used canvas. Useless rubber 

tires are cut to size for heels and toes. Skilled wood carvers 
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among the refugees have'made the lasts. Some of the tools, too, 

are fashioned by the ref~gees; knives, for instance, out of 

sharpened steel taken from broken spring leaves. 

Josip Medovich and Sime Andrejosevich, carpenters, are 

turning out wooden bed frames with rope plaid springs for use 

in the camp. ~ou might think Sime was stil l working in his 

shop back home; he still has the same pipe between his teeth -

except for the wooden plug which h~ made and built into the 

pipestem where it had broken. Other carpenters have made book­

shelves, benches for church and schoolroom, and other furniture 

for the camp. Boys make brushes from salvaged boxes and cane 

bristles. In fact, everything comes out of the shop, from 

cradles for babies to crosses for graves. And here, too, they 

are making their own tools - carpenter's triangles by a skilled 

patternmaker, sandpaper by the less skilled. 

Bricklayers have their work to do, now that .the re"bl.gees 

have devised and built a brick-making machine. Butchers are 

hard at work in the kitchen. Metalworkers transform discarded 

petrol tins into waste cans, poison traps, fire buckets, fly 

traps, etc. Blacksmithes are casting flat irons. Both men and 

women among the refugees do all the cooking and kitchen work. 

Besides their individual tasks of sewing, women have organized a 

large production center for remodeling uniforms into clothes to 

be used after repatriation. They also work as a team on a toy­

making project under the leadership of a Dutch girl, creating 

stuffed animals and balls for children from old clothes and 



8 

dress-making scraps. Fishermen, having learned to speak English 

on their fishing trips, now serve as interpreters. 

More than 50 women in one camp are taking standard nurse 

aide training courses taught by UNRRA nurses. Steps are being 

taken now by one government to grant practical nurse licenses to 

these women when they return home. 

Morale does not sag. - It is apparent in the shining eyes 

of the 12-year old girl - bravely wearing the garrison cap of 

her national resistance movement - as she finally leaves the hot 

train, carrying an infant in her arm and leading two other younger 

sisters by the hand. It is apparent in the quiet smiles of the old 

women as they sit in the shade before their tents, hands busily 

knitting garments which will protect their menfolk when they can 

return to their native mountains. 

One of the basic principles guiding UNRRA camp operation 

is to help the refugees keep in touch with world events so that 

they do not feel isolated and lost in the desert. There are 

trained counsellors to advise refugees on legal problems, on 

locating families, on documents, visas, baggage, and innnigration. 

Newsreels and motion pictures are shown regularly in the camps. 

But most exciting are the papers which the refugees themselves 

publish to keep informed. 

In one camp, a young woman of 23, whom we might call Maria 

Slovenka, is editress-in-chief. The Gestapo would like to know 

her name. Back home she worked for the Anti-Fascist Women's 

paper, moving typewriters and primitive Roneo wax printing equip­

ment from shed to barn to cave, as she travelled with the resist­

ance forces. She spent 10 months in an Italian prison. Her 
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father as a doctor and her mother as a nurse are still with the 

guerrilla bands fighting for freedom. 

The camp does not lack for talent. There are poets, 

artists, writers, professional men and women of all types who 

contribute regularly. The four-page daily contains extracts 

from Allied radio news and from their own Free broadcasts; a 

copy is delivered to every tent. Saturday's paper is more 

ambitious, with a children's supplement alive with imaginative 

drawings. There is also a woman's magazine. It is unbelievable 

how much as been turned out with the meagre and sketchy printing 

equipment. 

Maria has plans for helping the children edit a school 

paper. She is thinking of many bulletins> books, and pamphlets 

which her people would like to read. Her only request is for 

more information, for books in any language; she will seethat 

they are translated, printed, and distributed. 

Another method or keeping refugees informed is the system 

of self-government which they have established and UNRRA has 

welcomed in the camps. UNRRA officials call it a "mutual sharing 

of ~onfidences", for it operates as a two-way channel of commun­

ication. Through these elected governing committees, refugees 

receive immediate and continuous interpretation of administrative 

regulations, and the administration in turn is constantly told 

of the desires and complaints of the refugees. 

Self-government is, of course, more than a communications 

system. In the camps, it establishes and operates judicial 

machinery to deal with malfactors. It legislates most of the 
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ordnances on group conduct and personal behavior, on sanitation, 

on hours and conditions of work, on internal security, on cooper­

atives and other mass activities. Self-government guarantees 

to refugees their basic rights and provides them with a forum 

for discussions and making decisions. And it removes from the 

shoulders of the camp staff a thousand and one minor problems 

which crop up daily. 

"The most obvious thing about the camps," writes an Allied 

official visitor, "is the high pitch of enthusiasm which the 

refugees maintain. This is reflected in their efficient self­

government, in their multifarious activities, in the condition 

of their tents, in their exuberance. Practically the entire 

24-hour day routine is regulated by day-to-day events at home. 

The subject of conversation, the songs, the plays, the lectures 

and classes, the posters - all deal with the struggle within the 

homeland. Thus, being in the desert in Egypt is merely a matter 

of pure chance and has no bearing whatever on their lives (except 

insofar as the heat and flies affect them! ·They are a piece of 

the homeland transplanted in the Egyptian desert until such a 

time as they can go back. They are developing their social and 

political organizations, teaching the young, and preparing for 

that day.u 
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