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PRESS CONFERENCE TODAY - FRI 16 DEC 94 
ON_~QPERATION HOPE I 

MISSION 
,, 

1. The Mission off OP HOPE' was to get rid of the criminal 
elements and to establish a secure environment which will 
encourage DP repatriation, - Mission accomplished. 

DP POPULATION 

2. All the displaced people remained calm throughout the 
operation. Indeed they cheered and waved at us as we approached 
the camps at dawn. 

BLOODSHED 

3. The bloodshed perceived by certain indi vidualsjorganizations 
did not take place. 

STAMPEDE 

4. There was none. 

FEAR OF DPS 

5. There was no sign. 

SUSPECTS 

6. 47 arrested, 4 were cleared on the spot and 43 being held 
by our Military Police/Civpol together with Human Rights and ICRC 
officials. Indeed Representatives of these Organizations were 
present in the camps as the operation was underway. UNREO 
officials even moved in the convoy with us during the advance 
from the Assembly Area in Butare to the camps. They saw it all 
and had no negative accounts to give. 

WEAPONS 

7. What most people did not understand is that during the 
genocide, it was not modern automatic weapons that did the 
killings. The machetes, pangas, spears & swords which are 
traditional weapons were those that were used. It is a shame 
that ignorance on the part of people who saw the genocide at a 
distance are trying to comment on things they do not know. 

AGENCY COMPLAINTS 

8. The operation was not done to please agencies. UNAMIR 
conducted the operation in fulfilment of its mandate among which 
are~ 1 
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a. To contribute to the security and protection of 
Displaced persons, refugees and civilians at sk in 
Rwanda. 

b. To provide security and support for the distribution 
of humanitarian relief operations which include 
security for all UN Agencies and NGOs. 

9. The perceived fears of the AgenciesjNGOs did not come through 
hence their disappointment. There are too many calculated false 
statements on the part of certain individuals and organizations 
within Rwanda for selfish purposes whilst Rwandese continue to 
suffer in those camps. For example, wednesday 07 Dec 94 in the 
evening at about 2000 hours, one relief worker was calling on the 
motorola from Gikongoro that he was told one DP had been shot and 
killed in Kibeho Camp and that the water supply line had been 
cut. A blatant lie since we were sitting right in the camp. 
When he was confronted to disclose his source of information, he 
declined. 

10. Another area which astonished me was what I monitored on 
BBC African Service this morning. 

a. That the exercise was a failure because the criminals 
with heavy weapons had left the camps before OP HOPE 
was launched. It follows that all along they knew 
these criminals were there in the camps but told 
nobody about them and kept on feeding them to enable 
such criminals to continue with their activities. 

b. Another portion of the same news stated that the 
relief agencies feared that the Displaced People will 
move to Zaire or Burundi as a result of UNAMIR 
operations. What is the logic in this reasoning? Are 
they going to leave because these criminals have now 
left or what? These relief agencies, I believe must 
learn to say the truth for a change. It has become 
even clearer to me now that if UNAMIR is determined to 
pursue its mandate then very little attention will 
have to be paid to organizations that contribute 
nothing of substance. They are not seeking the 
interests of Rwandese but their own selfish ends. 

UNAMIR'S POSITION 

11. UNAMIR undertook the operation not to satisfy any 
particular organization or group of people but simply in 
fulfilment of its mandate. The question one wants to ask is at 
the end of the operation, did we succeed in getting rid of the 
criminal elements. The answer is yes~ The same Agencies who are 
stating that those criminals with heavy weapons run away from the 
camps were the possible source of leakage of information to such 
criminals. UNAMIR tried to ----:;>c.,.¥\- '"' ·v-A•\- fN\k_. 
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maintain secrecy on the operation but in such a complex 
international atmosphere where we work in coordination with 
many others, it was impossible to achieve the secrecy a normal 
military operation would have achieved. 

12. Finally, any honest person or organization 
will confirm that the operation was of an immense success, since 
its goals have been achieved. If it becomes necessary, UNAMIR 
will do it again. 
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