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30 August 1978

TEXT (&? STATEMENT BY _SECRETARY-GENERAI^.AT , OPENING

OFTCD"C .UOIW'iilKMCB IN

Following is the text of a statement by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
at the opening of the United Nations Conference on Technical Co-operation
among Developing Countries (TCDC), being held in Buenos Aires, Argentina,
from. JO August to 12 Septembers

It is a special pleasure for me to be with you in Buenos Aires^today to
open this historic United Nations Conference on Technical Co-operation among
Developing Countries.

At the outset, I would like to take the opportunity to thank His ̂
Excellency President Jorge Rafael Videla and the Government of Argentina for
the warmth of their welcome and for the gracious hospitality they have so
kindly extended to us. The support and co-operation Argentina has always
given to the United Nations is emphasized by its generosity in undertaking
to host two important United Nations conferences within the past two years.
For this we are deeply grateful.

In beginning this Conference today, we open what may well be a^new^era in
the development process. Its significance goes far beyond the implications
of its seemingly technical title. This fact has been manifested many times
by Governments all over the world during the preparatory period for your
deliberations in the next 12 days.

The timeliness of the entire concept of technical co-operation among
developing countries was stressed by the Council of Foreign Ministers for^Non-
aligned Countries which met in Belgrade last month. Furthermore, both this^
year and last, the Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African
Unity (OAU) adopted a special resolution in support of the Conference. Above
all, its urgency and importance are reflected in the high level of the
delegations gathered here. In fact, I understand that never before have so
many ministers in charge of planning assembled at a global United Nations
development conference.

(more)

For information media - not an official record



- 2 - Press Release SG/SM/26o8/Rev.l
TGDC/1 /Hev.l

30 August 1978

This Conference is the most recent demonstration of the United Nations
effort to help find solutions to the interlocking problems of our inter-
dependent world. The previous conferences the United Nations has sponsored
in recent years including those on environment, population, food, desertification,
human settlementss water -- even as this one on technical co-operation among
developing countries — must not be looked at in isolation. Each forms part
of new global strategies to cope with global problems that affect all of us.
Each draws and builds upon its predecessors, just as the United Nations
Conference on Science and Technology for Development next year will undoubtedly
benefit fzom and as appropriate absorb the results of this Conference.

By the same token, this Conference is not limited to one narrow phase of
development. It is rather concerned with a broader dimension of international
co-operation for development that needs urgent strengthening. In its entirety,
TCDC is a critical, even indispensable instrument in international economic
relationships designed to improve and strengthen development strategies and
programmes affecting hundreds of millions of people.

All nations in all regions are involved. But clearly it has a special
meaning for the developing world* As the General Assembly stated at its
last regular session, the basic objectives of technical co-operation among
developing countries are the furthering of their national and collective
self-reliance, and the enhancement of their creative capacity to solve their
development problems.

In this sense, I should note it is particularly appropriate that this
Conference is taking place in Latin America, where the movement to achieve
collective self-reliance has deep roots. It is a movement that I believe
may now be entering a new and decisive stage through TCDC.

At the heart of the concept of national self-reliance there is, of course,
a new determination to ensure, first, that a chosen development effort is
undertaken to the maximum extent possible, with, by and through the human
and material resources available within a country. The tendency to assume
that development almost automatically meant external assistance from developed
countries derived in part, from the emergency nature of the massive post-war
relief and development programmes which necessarily involved outside aid and
technical assistance from richer countries to poorer ones. It also derived
in part from a colonial heritage that too often neglected indigenous human
skills and ingenuity. The past decade, however, has been marked by an upsurge
in the aspirations of peoples in the developing countries to realize their own
potential and to assert their cultural identity, and we are now beginning to
see the crumbling of outdated attitudes to self-reliance.

But the growth of national self-reliance does not mean that developing
countries no longer require technical co-operation and aid. What we must
avoid here is the discouraging of local initiative and the fostering of an
excessive dependence on external sources of advice or technology. Care must
als-) be taken to evaluate properly the co-operation thus received to make certain
it is consonant with the history culture and special economic requirements of
the developing country involved.

(more)
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The responsibility here is mutual, and I am heartened to know that this
fact is now increasingly recognized by traditional donor countries. And clearly,
technical co-operation among developing countries themselves is no less
essential. For it is the developing countries themselves that finally must
decide how best to use their own resources.

The exchange of experience through TCDC can therefore provide invaluable
new strength and vitality for development. There is now a great reservoir of
practical experience as to how best to draw upon outside advice when it is needec
and how to make the most suitable choices of technology in the many fields of
development. There are also significant resources in developing countries in
expertise, training institutions and technology that other developing countries
may find more attuned in various fields, and accordingly wish to use. Through
TCDC countries on the basis of sovereign equality can thus exchange and
accumulate knowledge in the most self-reliant use of all technical co-operation,
from whatever source, including developed countries.

TCDC can also provide much stronger links among development planners in
their urgent search for new models, and more innovative and nationally
effective approaches to the enormous challenges of overcoming mass poverty and
other forms of deprivation. Here again, it is not a question of turning away
from resources offered by industrialized countries, but the truly urgent need
for the developing countries to share every ounce of their experience and
insight every significant result of trial and error, in their struggle to
secure and enhance the lives, the health, the productive and creative power of
their peoples.

At the same time, we must be aware that new questions -- searching
questions — are being asked within industrialized countries about the direction
in which earlier assumptions about economic growth may be leading their^
societies. Many problems of social and economic management of huge cities, of
environmental and other effects of highly concentrated industrialization,
and of depletion of non-renewable resources, were scarcely perceived 30 years
ago.- Today they are of overriding concern. Many developing countries have
already begun to witness some of these trends emerging from the same models.

If TCDC can help to create a more continuous and more dynamic exchange of
ideas and experience among development planners in the developing countries,
their capacity to deal with these newly perceived issues resulting from
industrialization and the growth of giant cities may be greatly enhanced.
And from all these processes at work across the globe, the world as a whole
will acquire more profound and more widely tested understanding of the meaning
of growth, and new approaches to enhancing the quality of human life.

(more)
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But there are other ramifications to this Conference that -we must keep in
mind. The objective of farthering collective self-reliance widens the dimensions
of TCDC, and is an important ingredient in the search for a new international
economic order. A priority goal in collective self-reliance is increased
economic co-operation among developing countries. The developing countries
have held many intergovernmental meetings among themselves to discuss such
co-operation, the decisions on which derive from their individual national
sovereignty. The agenda of work has been written, and^important concrece actions
have been taken and many more are under way in all regions.

The organizations of the United Nations system have mobilized themselves
with a keen sense of commitment to the processes of economic co-operation among
developing countries, and as indicated in the report recently submitted to the
joint meetings of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination (CPCj and the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (ACC), are providing increasing support
to this endeavour.

But it is time, I believe, to make even more decisive and concrete moves
to accelerate co-operation among developing countries in all relevant iieias,
including trade, monetary and development financing arrangements, transport ana
communications, Joint energy and technology ventures, and many others. ^ine
developed countries for their paxt have an important role and interest in sucn
co-operation; by providing resources and support for these processes, they will
both promote and benefit from the strengthening of world development.

For many such new or expanded forms of co-operation, there are fundamental
prerequisites of technical co-operation for joint bilateral or multilateral ̂
feasibility studies, legal and technical specifications, training of specialized
staff, and the development of managerial capacities. This technical stage, which
frequently is needed alongside the resultant economic action, is yet another
aspect of TCDCo As the action programme for economic co-operation adopted by tne
Council of Foreign Ministers of Non-aligned Countries at Belgrade emphasized^
TCDC is the process that creates the technical foundations for almost all^regional
and interregional co-operation among developing countries in all substantive fields,

The prospect of the developing countries forging increasingly powerful
economic ties among themselves may prompt the question whether this will add to
the divisions in the world's economy. An answer, involves setting^such new
horizontal technical and economic co-operation in global perspectives.

A vital source of the economic and technological strength of the developed
countries today is founded upon and constantly reinforced by processes clearly
analogous to TCDC, though they are not given any comparable name. I refer to the
vast networks of exchange of intellectual, scientific, economic, financial and
technological knowledge among the developed countries, through their research
and development centres, universities a.nd specialized training institutes,

technical and commercial journals, libraries and advanced information systems.

(more)
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It has teen on the foundations of such technical co-operation that the
developed countries have built an unprecedented, network cf arrangements for
economic co-operation among themselves, either "bilaterally or in various multi-
lateral groups and communities. Within the framework of their own geographic and
other mutual interest,, developing countries have an opportunity to encourage
similar co-operation among themselves.

This does not mean they should sacrifice those constructive contacts with
industrialized countries that fill their own specialized development requirements.
In all probability the need for greater contacts with industrialized countries
will grow as the developing countries reach a higher stage of technological
development that takes into account their own traditions and aspirations for the
future.

As in any aspect of restructuring of economic and technical relationships,
adjustments will be needed, and may not be easy. But year by year, the
interdependence of all national economies is becoming more and more evident.
Millions of jobs in the developed countries now exist because of their trade
with the developing countries, which provide many of the natural resources and
commodities essential for industrialized economies. There should be no doubt
of the need for fair and stable but periodically adjustable terms being accorded
these critical exports <, But the developing countries must also expand co-
operation among themselves in order fully to provide for the coming massive
demand from their own growing populations, and they must have a larger rol3
as exporters of processed and manufactured products. Nevertheless, with such
an increased global demand, the share of that demand for exports from developed
countries also cannot be in doubt.

This growing economic interdependence -- North, South, East and West — is
demonstrated by the dual symbolism in the special emblem of this United Nations
Conference. For it depicts both the bridge of technical co-operation among
developing countries and in the vertical curving lines connecting the hemispheres,
that same interdependence to which I have referred. The emblem of this
Conference also provides a symbol of the ultimate vision of a world development
partnership, based on sovereign equality. It depicts the need for the developing
countries to employ TCDC to enhance their capacity in all their international
economic relations.

In all of these considerations as to the role and potential value of technical
co-operation among developing countries, it should be clear that TCDC is not the
exclusive possession of the United Nations development system. While the system
should stand ready to provide support and assistance as and when requested, it is
the sovereign prerogative of every developing country to determine its relationships
and modalities of co-operation with other developing countries.

It has, however, been clear from many fora that developing countries do wish
that the supporting promotional and programming roles in TCDC already played by
the United Nations should continue and indeed be expanded. The draft plan of
action submitted to this Conference reflects the Secretariat's efforts to suggest
what these continued roles would involve, taking into account the extensive
comments of Governments in the Preparatory Committee.

(more)
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It is for the Conference to make the final recommendations about all of
these matters. I wish at this time, however to pledge the fullest and most
energetic support of the United nations in the effort to expand technical
co-operation among developing countries in light of your recommendations and as
requested by your Governments*

I am confident that this will be a memorable Conference. Yours is the
historic opportunity to chart a new course of hope and co-operation among
2 billion peoples who have hitherto had only limited contact with each other.
Their common bond is their largely untapped skills and creativity. By helping
to give them a direction and purpose in realizing their rich potential, you can
create a new and stabilizing equilibrium in the world and open new horizons for
humanity. There can be no firmer foundation on which to build a world of peace and
security for all.

I wish you every success*

* #•*# *
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TEXT OF STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL

OF TCDC CONFERENCE IN BUENOS AIRES

Following is the text of a statement by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
at the opening of the United Nations Conference on Technical Co-operation
among Developing Countries (TCDC), being held in Buenos Aires, Argentina,
from JO August to 12 September:

It is a special pleasure for me to be with you in Buenos Aires today to
open this historic United Nations Conference on Technical Co-operation among
Developing Countries.

At the outset, I would like to take the opportunity to thank His ̂
Excellency President Jorge Rafael Videla and the Government of Argentina for
the warmth of their welcome and for the gracious hospitality they have so
kindly extended to us. The support and co-operation Argentina has always
given to the United Nations is emphasized by its generosity in undertaking
to host two important United Nations conferences within the past two years.
For this we are deeply grateful.

In beginning this Conference today, we open what may well be a new ̂  era in
the development process. Its significance goes far beyond the implications
of its seemingly technical title. This fact has been manifested many times
by Governments all over the world during the preparatory period for your
deliberations in the next 12 days.

The timeliness of the entire concept of technical co-operation among
developing countries was stressed by the Council of Foreign Ministers for Non-
aligned Countries which met in Belgrade last month. Furthermore, both this
year and last, the Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African
Unity (OAU) adopted a special resolution in support of the Conference. Above
all, its urgency and importance are reflected in the high level of the
delegations gathered here. In fact, I understand that never before have so
many ministers in charge of planning assembled at a global United Nations
development conference.

(more)
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This Conference is the most recent demonstration of the United Nations
effort to help find solutions to the interlocking problems of our inter-
dependent world. The previous conferences the United Nations has sponsored
in recent years including those on environment, population, food, desertification,
human settlements, water -- even as this one on technical co-operation among
developing countries — must not "be looked at in isolation. Each forms part
of new global strategies to cope with global problems that affect all of us*
Each draws and builds upon its predecessors, just as the United Nations
Conference on Science and Technology for Development next year will undoubtedly
benefit fiom and as appropriate absorb the results of this Conference.

By the same token, this Conference is not limited to one narrow phase of
development. It is rather concerned with a broader dimension of international
co-operation for development that needs urgent strengthening. In its entirety,
TCDC is a critical, even indispensable instrument in international economic
relationships designed to improve and strengthen development strategies and
programmes affecting hundreds of millions of people..

All nations in all regions are involved. But clearly it has a special
meaning for the developing world. As the General Assembly stated at its
last regular session, the basic objectives of technical co-operation among
developing countries are the furthering of their national and collective
self-reliance, and the enhancement of their creative capacity to solve their
development problems.

In this sense, I should note it is particularly appropriate that this
Conference is taking place in Latin America, where the movement to achieve
collective self-reliance has deep roots. It is a movement that I believe
may now be entering a new and decisive stage through TCDC.

At the heart of the concept of national self-reliance there is, of course,
a new determination to ensure, first, that a chosen development effort is
undertaken to the maximum extent possible, with, by and through the human
and material resources available within a country. The tendency to assume
that development almost automatically meant external assistance from developed
countries derived in part, from the emergency nature of the massive post-war
relief and development programmes which necessarily involved outside aid and
technical assistance from richer countries to poorer ones. It also derived
in part from a colonial heritage that too often neglected indigenous human
skills and ingenuity. The past decade, however, has been marked by an upsurge
in the aspirations of peoples in the developing countries to realize their own
potential and to assert their cultural identity, and we are now beginning to
see the crumbling of outdated attitudinal barriers to self-reliance.

But the growth of national self-reliance does not mean that developing
countries no longer require technical co-operation and aid. What we must
avoid here is the stifling of local initiative and an excessive dependence
on the external source of advice or technology. Care must also be taken to
evaluate properly the co-operation thus received to make certain it is consonant
with the history, culture, and special economic requirements of the developing
country involved.

(more)
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The responsibility here is mutual, and I am heartened to know that this
fact is now increasingly recognized by traditional donor countries,, And
clearly technical co-operation among developing countries themselves is no
less essential. For it is the developing countries themselves that finally
must decide how best to use their own resources.

The exchange of experience through TCDC can therefore provide invaluable
new strength and vitality for development. There is now a great reservoir
of practical experience as to how best to draw upon outside advice when it is
needed, and how to make the most suitable choices ci1 technology in the many
fields of development. There are also significant resources in developing
countries in expertise, training institutions, and equipment and technology
that other developing countries may find more sensitively attuned in various
fields5 and accordingly wish to use.. Through TCDC, countries can thus exchange
and accumulate knowledge in the most self-reliant use of all technical
co-operation; from whatever source, including developed countries.,

Without doubt, advancing along these many new lines will not be easy.
There may be lingering fears that TCDC might somehow mean an impairment of the
quality of technical co-operation. The reality is surely that TCDC is firmly
founded on the sovereign equality of nations and that no specific source means
either best or less than best. It is the skill and sensitivity of selection,
for a carefully examined need, that should determine this source, or lead to
a mixture of sources of advice, training and technology.

TCDC can also provide much stronger links among development planners in
their urgent search for new models, and more innovative and nationally
effective approaches to the enormous challenges of overcoming mass poverty and
other forms of deprivation. Here again, it is not a question of turning away
from resources offered by industrialized countries, but the truly urgent need
for the developing countries to share every ounce of their experience and
insight, every significant result of trial and error, in their struggle to
secure and enhance the lives, the health, the productive and creative power of
their peoples.

At the same time, we must be aware that new questions — searching questions
are being asked within industrialized countries about the direction in which
earlier assumptions about economic growth may be leading their societies.
Many problems of eocial and economic management of huge cities, of environmental
and other effects of highly concentrated industrialization, and of depletion
of non-renewable resources, were scarcely perceived 30 years ago. Today, they
are of overriding concern. Many developing countries have already begun to
witness some of these trends emerging from the same models.

If TCDC can help to create a more continuous and more dynamic exchange of
ideas and experience among development planners in the developing countries,
their capacity to de'al with these newly perceived issues resulting from
industrialization and the growth of giant cities may be greatly enhanced.
And from all these processes at work across the globe, the world as a whole
will acquire more profound and more widely tested understanding of the
meaning of growth, and new approaches to enhancing the quality of human life.

(more)
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But there are other ramifications to this Conference that we must keep in
mind. The objective of furthering collective self-reliance widens the dimensions
of TCDC,, and is an important ingredient in the search for a new international
economic order. A priority goal in collective self-reliance is increased
economic co-operation among developing countries. The developing countries
have held many intergovernmental meetings among themselves to discuss such
co-operation, the decisions on which derive from their individual national
sovereigntyo The agenda of work has "been written,, and important concrete actions
have been taken and many more are under way in all regions *

The organizations of the United Nations system have mobilized themselves
with a keen sense of commitment to the processes of economic co-operation among
developing countries, and as indicated in the report recently submitted to the
joint meetings of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination (CPC) and the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (ACC), are providing increasing support
to this endeavour.

But it is time, I believe, to make even more decisive and concrete moves
to accelerate co-operation among developing countries in all relevant fields,
including trade, monetary and development financing arrangements, transport and
communications, joint energy and technology ventures,, and many others. The
developed countries for their part have an important role and interest in such
co-operation; by providing resources and support for these processes, they will
both promote and benefit from the strengthening of world development.

For many such new or expanded forms of co-operation, there are fundamental
prerequisites of technical co-operation for joint bilateral or multilateral
feasibility studies, legal and technical specifications, training of specialized
staff, and the development of managerial capacities. This technical stage, which
frequently is needed alongside the resultant economic action, is yet another
aspect of TCDC. As the action programme for economic co-operation adopted by the
Council of Foreign Ministers of Non-aligned Countries at Belgrade emphasized,
TCDC is the process that creates the technical foundations for almost all regional
and interregional co-operation among developing countries in all substantive fields,

The prospect of the developing countries forging increasingly powerful
economic ties among themselves may prompt the question whether this will add to
the divisions in the world's economy. An answer involves setting such new
horizontal technical and economic co-operation in global perspectives.

A vital source of the economic and technological strength of the developed
countries today is founded upon and constantly reinforced by processes clearly
analogous to TCDC, though they are not given any comparable name. I refer to the
vast networks of exchange of intellectual, scientific, economic, financial and
technological knowledge among the developed countries, through their research
and development centres, universities and specialized training institutes,
travelling scholars, professional associations and conventions, publication of
thousands of technical and commercial journals, richly endowed libraries and
transnational computerized information grids.

(more)
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It has been on the foundations of such technical co-operation that the
developed countries have built an unprecedented network of arrangements for
economic co-operation among themselves, either bilaterally or in various multi-
lateral groups and communities. Within the framework of their own geographic and
other mutual interest, developing countries' have an opportunity to encourage
similar co-operation among themselves.

This does not mean they should sacrifice those constructive contacts with
industrialized countries that fill their own specialized development requirements.
In all probability the need for greater contacts with industrialized countries
will grow as the developing countries reach a higher stage of technological
development that takes into account their own traditions and aspirations for the
future.

As in any aspect of restructuring of economic and technical relationships}
adjustments will no doubt be needed, and may not be easy. But month by month, the
interdependence of all national economies,, indeed the increasing volatility of
their interaction, is becoming more and more evident. Millions of jobs in the
developed countries now exist because of their trade with the developing countries,
which provide many of the natural resources and commodities essential for
industrialized economies. There should be no doubt of the need for fair and
stable but periodically adjustable terms being accorded these critical exports.
But the developing countries must also expand co-operation among themselves in
order fully to provide for the coming massive demand from their own growing
populations, and they must have a larger role as exporters of processed and
manufactured products. Nevertheless, with such an increased global demand, the
share of that demand for exports from developed countries also cannot be in doubt.

This growing economic interdependence—North, South, East and West ~ is
demonstrated by the dual symbolism in the special emblem of this United Nations
Conference. For it depicts both the bridge of technical co-operation among
developing countries and in the vertical curving lines connecting the hemispheres,
that same interdependence to which I have referred. The emblem of this Conference
also provides a symbol of the ultimate vision of a world development partnership,
based on sovereign equality. It depicts the need for the developing countries to
employ TCDC to enhance their capacity in all their international economic relations.

In all of these considerations as to the role and potential value of technical
co-operation among developing countries, it should be clear that TCDC is not the
exclusive possession of the United Nations development system. While the system
should stand ready to provide support and assistance as and when requested, it is
the sovereign prerogative of every developing country to determine its relationships
and modalities of co-operation with other developing countries.

It has, however, been clear from many fora that developing countries do wish
that the supporting promotional and programming roles in TCDC already played by
the United Nations should continue and indeed be expanded. The draft plan of
action submitted to this Conference reflects the Secretariat's efforts to suggest
what these continued roles would involve, taking into account the extensive
comments of Governments in the Preparatory Committee.

(more)
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It is for the Conference to make the final recommendations about all of
these matters. I wish at this time, however to pledge the fullest and most
energetic support of the United Nations in the effort to expand technical
co-operation among developing countries in light of your recommendations and as
requested by your Governments.

I am confident that this will be a memorable Conference. Yours is the
historic opportunity to chart a new course of hope and co-operation among
2 billion peoples who have hitherto had only limited contact with each other.
Their carrion bond is their largely untapped skills and creativity. By helping
to give them a direction and purpose in realizing their rich potential, you can
create a new and stabilizing equilibrium in the world and open new horizons for
humanity. There can be no firmer foundation on which to build the peace and
security of the century that is barely a generation away.

I wish you every success„

# #** •*
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MESSAGE BY SECEETARY-G5RERAL TO PREPARATORY BODY FOR 1979 CONFERENCE ON

PROHIBITION OF USE OF CERTAIN COmrSNTIONAL WEAPONS, GENEVA

Following is the text of a message sent by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
to the Preparatory Conference for the United Nations Conference on Prohibitions
or Restrictions of Use of Certain Conventional Weapons which may be Deemed
to be Excessively Injurious or to have Indiscriminate Effects. The message
•was read to the opening meeting- of the Preparatory Conference at Geneva yesterday,
28 August.*

It is with great pleasure that I send my good wishes to the participants
in the Preparatory Conference for the United Nations Conference on
Prohibitions or Restrictions of Use of Certain Conventional Weapons which
may be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to have Indiscriminate Effects.

The concern of the international community with this matter dates back
to the late sixties, when a series of discussions were initiated, both within
and outside the framework of the United Nations. Action by the international
community was prompted, by increasing awareness that rapid advances in military
technology had led to the development of various weapons which, beccuse of
their extremely harmful effects, could be considered to be contrary to the
humanitarian considerations that have traditionally been part of the lews
concerning armed conflicts.

That is why the matter was at first approached within the context of
humanitarian law, notably at the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation
and Development of International Humanitarian Law in Armed Conflicts. As a
result of these deliberations, it became clear that security considerations
must also be taken into account. Striking a judicious balance between
humanitarian concerns and the requirements of national security is a delicate
task that raises difficult issues relating not only to the conventional
weapons whose use may be prohibited or restricted but also to the technical
characteristics and effects of such weaoons.

(more)

For background on the Conference see Press Release
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Previous discussions of the question of prohibitions or restrictions
of use of certain conventional weapons which may "be deemed to be excessively
injurious or to have indiscriminate effects provide a very useful "basis for
further work. A valuable body of knowledge has been accumulated, many
complex issues have been clarified and certain areas of common ground have
been identified.

The Preparatory Conference has been entrusted with the task of
establishing the best possible substantive "basis for the achievement of
agreements at the proposed United Nations Conference. Your task will be of
particular importance because, unless urgent action is taken, modern weapon
technology may create a situation in wMch military considerations outweigh
other concerns. International agreement on prohibition or restriction of the
use of these weapons would not only strengthen the international law
pertaining to armed conflicts, but would also serve as encouragement in the
broader field of disarmament.

I believe it is worth noting that your Preparatory Conference is the
first such meeting convened after the special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament, which concluded its work on JO T̂une 19?8. The
Final Document adopted at that session stressed that disarmament has
become an imperative and most urgent task facing the international community.
In my view, therefore, there is a pressing need to translate into practical
terms the provisions of the Final Document and to proceed along the road
of effective international agreements in the field of disarmament.

The holding of this Preparatory Conference under United Nations auspices
is an encouraging step in this direction.

The successful outcome of its work would be an important contribution
to advancing the cause of disarmament, world peace and security.

I wish you every success in your important endeavour.

*
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MESSAGE 0? SECSST&P.Y-C53HE1EA.I. ON KftMIBIA DAY

Following is the text of a message by Secretary-General- Kurt WalcDaeim
read today by AbduLrahim Abby Farab, Assistant-Secretary-General for Special
Poli.tical Questions, at a special meeting of the United Nations Council for
Namibia called to mark the sixth observance of Namibia Day:

It is appropriate that in observing Namibia Day the United Nations should
reaffirm its special responsibility for ensuring that the people cf Haraibia
will be able to exercise freely their inalienable right to self-determination
and independence. Scarcely four weeks have passed since the Security Council,
in an historic decision, took the first step towards fulfilling that commit-
ment when it requested me to appoint a Special Representative for Namibia in
order tc ensure the es.rly i.iideperidon̂ e c£ Namibia through free elections
under the supervision and control of the United Nations. That decision, which
took note of the proposal for a settlement of the Namibian situation, has
provided new hope for the attainment of a peaceful and just solution, in
conformity with the principles and pin-poses of the United Nations Charter and
based en the provisions cf Security Council resolution jb5 '(1976)-"

Immediately following the Security Council's decision, and in accordance
with its request, I appointed Mr, Martti Ahtisaari, the United Nations
Commissioner for Namibia, as my Special Representative for Namibia. Mir.
Ahtisaari has just returned from Namibia where he conducted a survey of the
arrangements necessary for giving effect to the Council's resolution, I shall
submit shortly to the Security Council a report containing my recommendations
for the implementation of the proposal in accordance with Security Council
resolution 385.

The approval of a plan of action by the Security Council and its
implementation would mark a new chapter in the long history of United Nations
action on beba3.f of Namibia and its people. I do not have to emphasize the
scale and complexity of such an operation, which surpasses any previous action
which the United Nations has taken in support of the free and unfettered exercise
by a dependent people of the right to self-determination and independence. The
success of such an operation will require the firm support of all Member
States and the full co-operation of all the parties concerned.

(more)
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Nearly 12 years have elapsed since the General Assembly terminated the
mandate exercised by South Africa'and took the decision to make Namibia a
direct responsibility of the United Nations. That we have finally reached the
stage when we may hopefully envisage the emergence of an independent and
united Namibia is a tribute not only to all the parties concerned but., above
all, to the steadfast struggle of the Namibian- people and the unremitting
efforts of the United Nations Council for Namibia in the discharge of the
responsibilities entrusted to it.

### *
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STATEMENT ON DSATH_OF_ JOMO KENWIA DELIVERED ON_BEItALF_OF SECRETARY-GENERAL

TO LAW OF SEA CONFERENCE

On behalf cf Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim, the following statement was
made today by Bernardo Zuleta, Special Representative of the Secretary-General
to the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, at a special
meeting called to hear tributes to Jomo Kenyatta, President of Kenya, who died
yesterday in Mombasa (unofficial translation from Spanish):

I wish, Mr. President, on behalf of the Secretary-General, to convey
my most sincere condolences to the Government and people of Kenya and to our
dear friends, the members of the delegation of that country, and, in particular,
to the distinguished Chairman of the First Negotiating Group, Under-Secretary
Francis Xavier Njenga. Mzee Jomo Kenyatta, first President of the Republic of
Kenya, will be remembered as one of Africa's great liberation heroes and his
death will be widely mourned throughout the continent. The sufferings he had
to endure in the pursuit of freedom and independence and the personal imprint he
left on the establishment of a new independent State already belong to the
common historical heritage of mankind.

Many of those present here must still recall the message that he sent to
the "Group of 7V when his Government had taken the happy initiative of hosting
a meeting whose objective was to prepare for the work of the second session of
this Conference that was to be held in Caracas, his words revealed a profound
interest in our common endeavours, a clear understanding of our problems and
his devotion to the cause of a new legal order in ocean space.

May his memory serve as our inspiration.

# u v..y, v,
TC 'A A "A"
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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-

TO COMBAT RACISM AM) FACIAL DISCRIMINATION , 1*4-25 AUGUST, GENEVA

I hereby declare open the World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination. In welcoming you today, it is my hope that the Conference
will mark a decisive turning point in the international struggle against all
forms of racial prejudice,, inequality and injustice. This historic struggle,
which knows no boundaries., is one of the most serious challenges we face in
building an international community of peace and security based upon the
universal respect for human values and rights.

It was with these considerations in mind that the United Nations General
Assembly convened the Conference. .Millions of people throughout the world are
now the victims of discriminatory racial practices and policies„ They are being
denied their human rights simply because of colour or because of their ethnic orracxaj. origin*

In southern Africa, this takes the form of institutionalized racism
enforced by the State through its laws and other instruments of power. Elsewhere
in the world, we see its manifestations in other pernicious forms, subtle at
times, but nonetheless effective in denying equality and dignity universally are
recognized as basic to the human rights of every man, woman and child.

As we begin this Conference, therefore, I call upon all Governments,
non-governmental organizations and peoples in every nation to commit themselves
to fulfilling the fundamental freedoms embodied- in the Charter of this
Organization and in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Article I of the Charter declares that one of the purposes of the United
Nations is to promote and encourage respect for human rights and for fundamental
freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion,,
The Universal Declaration, which JO years ago set an international standard for
nations to measure their progress in the fight against injustice and discrimination
asserts that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.
Together with the Charter, it represents a pledge to humanity that constitutes,
in the words of the General Assembly, "the primary objective in the work of all
United Nations organs and institutions".

(more)

For information media - not an official record



- 2 - ' Press Release SG/SM/2603
lU August 1978

In keeping with that objective, much has been accomplished over the years,
and we have good reason to be encouraged. This Conference is familiar with the
many international conventions and declarations that have been concluded under
the auspices of the United Nations and its family of specialized agencies which
give expression to the moral conscience of mankind. But this Conference also
knows only too well that, notable as this progress has been? much more remains
to be done before we will have achieved our goal. It was in this context that,
in 1973? the General Assembly designated the ten-year period beGinnir.g in
December of that year as the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination.

In launching the Decade, the General Assembly reaffirmed that the struggle
against racism and racial discrimination was an integral part, indeed an
indispensable one, of the efforts of the international community to promote and
encourage respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all. This
Conference fittingly takes place at the mid-point of the Decade,

It also takes place at the mid-point of International Anti•-Apartheid Year,
which was designated by the General Assembly to heighten world awareness of the
wider dangers of apartheid in South Africa and to promote concerted international
action against it«

It is in the unhappy South African situation that we find the most extreme
form of racial discrimination being practised„ Here, such practices have l>^?n
institutionalized and are being implemented with the full backing of the lew .
It is a most tragic situation because prejudice is being used to control the
social, political and economic institutions of a ucuatry. It violates both
International law and the normal and accepted standards of justice and equality.

The effect of apartheid and racial discrimination is to make 25 million
people in southern Africa aliens in their own land, unable to express opposition
to laws that have stripped them of their birthright. In essence, the system
being enforced by South Africa infringes upon almost every article of the
Declaration of Human Rights.

As this Conference is aware, I have on numerous occasions addressed appeals
to the Government of South Africa to abandon its apartheid^ policies. The
Security Council and the General Assembly have also repeatedly urged the Government
to seek a just and peaceful solution.

Regrettably, these and the many other appeals addressed by the international
community have not been heeded. Instead, we have seen an intensification of the
policy of apartheid, including the displacement and forcible relocation of tens
of thousands of people from their homes to the so-called bantustans.

(more)
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The gravity of the situation is reflected in such United Nations actions
as the adoption by the General Assembly of the Internationa:, Convention for
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Ajpartheid and the unprecedented steps
taken by the Security Council in instituting a mandatory arms embargo against
South Africa under Chapter VII of the Charter. It is urgent that this
Conference now act to bring about an ever wider consensus on the
international action that must be taken to eradicate apartheid as well as all
other forms of racial discrimination.

Apartheid inherently and inevitably leads to violence. In the end,^it is a
self-defeating policy because it will be resisted as long as it is practised.
Even at this late stage, South Africa would have much to gain if the Government
would heed world opinion and turn away from the bitter past of racism and
strife.

While apartheid represents racial discrimination in a particularly
stark form, it is unfortunately true that discrimination based on race, and^
especially on colour,, prevails in other parts of the world. Wherever it exists?
it entails the same personal suffering, the same emotional stress and the same
injustice, and denies people equal opportunity for self-development and fulfilment.
Such discrimination is totally contrary to the objectives for which the United
Nations stands. It is also a source of danger to international stability and
peace, both on the humanitarian and political levels, for racial discrimination,
wherever it exists, is an affront to us all and a danger to the creation o^ c..
more equitable and peaceful'world.

Unfortunately, we still see it manifested not only in societies where
age-old traditions have not yet caught up with new developments and changing
values and practices, but also in societies generally considered to be more
advanced in economic terms.

We see it, moreover, on an increasing scale through the phenomenon of mass
migrations of people seeking to build new lives in countries other than their
own because of economic or political considerations. The growing interdependence
in this world, resulting from the revolution that has taken place in transportation
and communications, has made this migration commonplace in virtually every region
of the globe.

The result is that there are growing numbers of interracial communities in
which minority groups become conspicuous because of their different colours
and cultures, different practices and traditions and different ethnic origins.
In many cases, they are economically exploited and socially disadvantaged.

I mention this problem because it poses a serious challenge
in the area of racism and racial discrimination even in societies which officially
discourage or outlaw such practices. The United Nations system has devoted
considerable attention to it, and there is an ongoing search for remedies to
redress the injustices being done.

(more)
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Governments have been encouraged by the United Nations to accept certain
minimum standards that would help do away with discrimination against minorities
not only in labour, but in the economic,, social, educational and cultural spheres
in their countries. There are several conventions that are now in force which
commit Governments to promote respect for the inalienable rights of all peoples
living within their borders.

In this connexion, I would also call your attention to the recommendations
made by the Human Rights Commission for national measures designed to cope with
discrimination in the fields of education, information and labour. You may also
wish to consider ways and means to ensure the cessation of all discriminatory
measures against migrant workers and the promotion and protection of the human
rights of national, ethnic and other minorities.

We must recognize that, while Governments can act against discrimination,
there is an equal need for action at the local, or grassroots level. Non-
governmental organizations can play a vital role by mobilizing public opinion
and by initiating programmes of information and education to advance the cause
of social justice,

Many of the problems of minorities seeking better lives in other parts of
the world have their source in the legacy of colonialism and in the intolerable
conditions under which hundreds of millions of people are forced to live in the
new and developing countries. The majority there is constantly on the verge of
starvation and must cope with grievous inequities and lack of opportunity. I
cannot emphasize too strongly, therefore, the overall need to accelerate economic
and social development as a means of promoting and protecting human rights.

To make the elimination of racism and racial discrimination irreversible
this Conference can do much by giving its support to regional and national
activities that complement those of the United Nations. The General Assembly
and the Commission on Human Rights have recently appealed to States to consider
the establishment of suitable regional human rights machinery where it does not
yet exist. I should like to emphasize here that I stand ready to lend every
assistance that may be required to help this.

It is one thing, of course, to secure an international consensus on the need
for action, but quite another to get effective agreement on enforcement when that
inevitably involves charges of interference in some form in the internal affairs
of States o

For unlike many other issues, the role of the United Nations in the field of
human rights is complicated by a clear dichotomy in the Charter, which specifies
that "the United Nations shall promote universal respect for and observance of
human rights and fundamental freedoms for all". But the Charter also specifies
that "the United Nations may not intervene in matters which are essentially within
the domestic jurisdiction of any State". Experience has shown that in some
controversial cases, Governments have not agreed which of these provisions was
the overriding one.

(more)
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Nonetheless, there is now developing an acceptance of the principle,
implicit in the Charter and the Universal Declaration, that the recognition and
promotion of the worth and dignity of every human being is a legitimate concern
of the world community.

There is an inescapable link between respect for human rights and the
maintenance of international peace and security, and no nation can justifiably
claim immunity, under Article 2 (7) of the Charter, from international scrutiny
and expression of concern about flagrant and systematic abuses of the human rights
of its citizens. Indeed, the Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
and the Humo.n Rights Covenants nou place a legal obligation on States accepting
those instruments to keep the world community informed of their performance in
important areas of human rights.

One of the most effective ways in which substantial additional progress can
be achieved lies in a more universal adherence to these Conventions and Covenants
through ratification by the States which have not yet done so and by a renewed
commitment on the part of those who have.

In addition to fuller and more universal implementation of these instruments
by Governmentsj there is also a need for more dynamic action on the part of
international organizations and non-governmental organizations.

As you go about your deliberations, therefore, it is my hope that, in
•addition to reviewing and assessing the problems and how we have attempted to
meet them up to now, you will also evolve new and even more effective efforts for
the future. I know you will agree with me that it is not enough for the
Conference to draw world attention to the plight of the millions who are still
victims of racial discrimination and apartheid. As we begin this
Conference, our aim must be an effective programme that will enable us to hold
out real hope that these evil practices are coming to an end.

This aim, however, can only be accomplished with the fuller and more
universal implementation by Governments of existing resolutions, decisions and
convention adopted under the auspices of the United Nations and its agencies.

It is true that, at the national level, many Governments already have
instituted laws and statutes designed to protect the rights of all citizens,
regardless of race or colour. It would certainly be in keeping with the spirit
of the Decade if all Governments could review their existing legislation and see
whether it could be strengthened so as to provide greater safeguards. Moreover,
consideration should be given to introducing programmes of social redress to
enable groups which have been the victims of discriminatory policies to increase
their opportunities for equal development.

(more)
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The efforts we make., both at the International and national levels, will
be greatly enhanced through the implementation of public education programmes
and through the use of the media to promote a better understanding of the root-
causes of racial discrimination, its injustices and ways in which respect for
human rights of all peoples may be advanced.

There are other proposals for action before you at the intergovernmental?
governmental and non-governmental levels. The Commission on Human Rights has
also recommended several important measures. I commend these for your consideration
particularly the Commission's proposal for the- establishment} at the national and
local levels, of recourse procedures against any act of racial discrinination.

It is my hope that the programme of action you evolve at this Conference for
the remainder of the Decade will make a major contribution to the long and
persistent effort to translate the lofty aims and principles enunciated by the
United Nations for the protection of human rights into binding instruments of
international law.

But in the final analysis, racial discrimination cannot be countered by
legislation alone, indispensable though it is. Its roots are not only in
organized society, but also in the hearts and minds of individual men and women.
It is sustained by ignorance, by outmoded practices and beliefs, and by a
tendency to judge people on the basis of the colour of their skin rather than
by their real qualifications and personal merits. It denies the common hû enity
that binds us all.

Racial discrimination is an evil which we can and must defeat both within
ourselves and within society. This Conference testifies to our determination
to succeed and to transform into reality the principles of the Charter and of
the Declaration of Human Rights which are the cornerstone of a world of justice
and peace.

I wish you every success in your deliberations.

•**# *
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Message of the Secretary-General to the Preparatory Conference

for the United Nations Conference on Prohibitions or Restrictions of

Use of Certain Conventional Weapons which may be Deemed to be

Excessively Injurious or to have Indiscriminate Effects

It is with great pleasure that I send my good wishes to the

participants in the Preparatory Conference for the United Nations

Conference on Prohibitions or Restrictions of Use of Certain Conventional

Weapons which may be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to have

Indiscriminate Effects.

The concern of the inte rnational community with this matter

dates back to the late sixties, when a series of discussions were

initiated, both within and outside the framework of the United

Nations. Action by the international community was prompted by

increasing awareness that rapid advances in military technology

had led to the development of various weapons which, because of

their extremely harmful effects, could be considered to be contrary

to the humanitarian considerations that have traditionally been

part of the laws concerning armed conflicts. That is why the matter

was at first approached within the context of humanitarian law,

notably at the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and

Development of International Humanitarian Law in Armed Conflicts.

As a result of these deliberations, it became clear that security

considerations must also be taken into account. Striking a judicious

balance between humanitarian concerns and the requirements of national

security is a delicate task that raises difficult issues relating not

only to the conventional weapons whose use may be prohibited or
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restricted but also to the technical characteristics and effects

of such weapons.

Previous discussions of the question of prohibitions or

restrictions of use of certain conventional weapons which may be

deemed to be excessively injurious or to have indiscriminate

effects provide a very useful basis for further work. A valuable

body of knowledge has been accumulated, many complex issues have

been clarified and certain areas of common ground have been

identified.

The Preparatory Conference has been entrusted with the task

of establishing the best possible substantive basis for the

achievement of agreements at the proposed United Nations Conference.

Your task will be of particular importance because, unless urgent

action is taken, modern weapon technology may create a situation

in which military considerations outweigh other concerns.

International agreement on prohibition or restriction of the use

of these weapons would not only strengthen the international

law pertaining to armed conflicts, but would also serve as

encouragement in the broader field of disarmament.

I believe it is worth noting that your Preparatory Conference

is the first such meeting convened after the Special Session of

the General Assembly devoted to disarmament which concluded its

work on 30 June 1978. The Final Document adopted at that session

stressed that disarmament has become an imperative and most urgent

task facing the international community. In my view therefore
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there is a pressing need to translate into practical terms the

provisions of the Final Document and to proceed along the road

of effective international agreements in the field of disarmament.

The holding of this Preparatory Conference under United

Nations auspices is an encouraging step in this direction.

The successful outcome of its work would be an important

contribution to advancing the cause of disarmament, world peace

and security.

I wish you every success in your important endeavour.
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MESSAGE OF_ JHE ^ECI^TMIY-G^TESAL TO THE

FOR THE UITTEED NATIONS COIIFnEgaTCEjm . PIOIIBITTOn/OR_ j^_TOIGTIOE OF

USE OP CERTAIN CONT/MTIOHAL WEAP01IS

!tlt is with, great pleasure that I send my good wishes to the
participants in the Preparatory Conference for the United Nations
Conference oh Prohibition or Restriction of Use of Certain Conventional
Weapons which may "be Deemed to be Excessive^ Injurious or to have
Indiscriminate Effects.

"The concern of the international community with this matter dates back
to the late -sixties and early seventies when a series of discussions were
initiated, both within and outside the framework of the United Nations.
Action by the international community was prompted, by increasing awareness
that rapid advances in military technology had led to the development of
various weapons which, because of their extremely harmful effects, could be .
considered to be contrary to the humanitarian element that traditionally has
formed part of the laws of war. That is why the matter was at first
approached within the contest of humanitarian lav;, notably at the Diplomatic
Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International Humanitarian
Law in Armed Conflicts. However, as recognized in the course of past
deliberations, due account must also be taken of security considerations.
Striking a judicious balance between humanitarian concerns and the
requirements of national security is a delicate task that raises difficult
issues relating not onljr to the conventional weapons whose use nay be
prohibited or restricted but also to the technical characteristics and:
effects of such weapons.

"Previous discussions of the question of prohibitions or restrictions
of use of certain conventional weapons which may be deemed to be
excessively injurious or to have indiscriminate effects provide a very
useful basis for further work. A valuable body of knowledge has been
accumulated, nany complex issues have been clarified and certain areas of
common ground have been identified.

(more)
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"The Preparatory Conference has been entrusted with the task of
establishing the best possible substantive basis for the achievement of
agreements at the United Nations Conference„ That will not be an easy
task for, as I said previously, it involves a delicate balancing of
humanitarian and security considerations. But I am convinced that earnest
efforts to accomplish that task must be made because modern weapons
technology aiming as it does at maximum striking effect may result in a
situation in which military considerations outweigh any other concern.
Inaction would, therefore, lead to a further dangerous escalation of the
injurious effects and harmful environmental impact of a number of
conventional weapons,, In contrast, international agreement on prohibition
or restriction of the use of these weapons would not only strengthen the
international law pertaining to armed conflicts, but would also sejjve as
encouragement in the broader field of disarmament and might facilitate
subsequent agreement on the elimination of weapons whose use might be the
object of a complete ban.

"I believe it is worth noting that this Preparatory Conference is the
first United Nations conference in 'the sphere of disarmament convened after
the Special Session of the General Assembly devoted to .disarmament which
concluded its work on 30 June 1973. One of the highlights of the Final
Document adopted at that session is the conviction of its participants that
disarmament has become an imperative and most urgent task facing the
international community and, in view of this, that there is a pressing
need to translate into practical terms the provisions of the Final Document
and to proceed along the road of binding and effective international
agreements in the field of disarmament. In this connexion, I would like to
recall that the Final Document calls upon the United Nations Conference to
seek agreement, in the light of humanitarian and military considerations,
on specific categories of weapons, including those which were the subject-
matter of previous discussions.

"The holding of this Conference under United Nations auspices further
strengthens the role of the Organization in the field of disarmament, an
objective actively sought at the special session. I wish to assure you
that we in the Secretariat will spare no effort to contribute to the
thorough and effective preparation of the United Nations Conference.

"The successful outcome of its work would be of even greater
importance for the cause of disarmament, irorld peace and Security, and thus
for the upholding of the principles and purposes of the Charter of the
United Nations.

"I wish you every success in. your important endeavour."

***
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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL ON DEATH OF POPE PAUL VI

Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim today issued the following message of
condolence on the death of Pope Paul VI:

I was deeply saddened to learn of the death of His Holiness Pope
Paul VI. In His late Holiness the world has lost a great spiritual leader,
a man of boundless compassion and a tireless voice of human conscience.
Pope Paul never hesitated to speak out on vital current matters nor to
concern himself -with the fate of the victims of the tragedies and errors of
our times.

In the United Nations we specially recall Pope Paul's historic visit
to our Headquarters in Hew York and his powerful but simple message,
"Never again war". This visit not only set a unique precedent; it also
foreshadowed a much closer contact between the leadership of one of the great
churches and congregations of the world and the leadership of thre world
organization. It forged a new link between the spiritual and the temporal
world which has time and again proved its value.

I recall vividly my personal contacts with His late Holiness, both
in Rome and, when the occasion called, on specific current problems. At
his passing we salute a constant champion of humanity and a tireless fighter
for peace.

*
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MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY-GENERAL TO CARDINAL VILLOT

ON DEATH OF POPE PAUL VI

Following is the text of a message sent by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
today to His Eminence, Jean Cardinal Villot, Secretary of State of the Holy
See, Vatican City:

Original in French

J'ai appris la nouvelle de la mort de Sa Saintete le Pape Paul VI
avec une profonde tristesse. Le monde perd en Sa Saintete un chef spiritual
eminent dont la grande sagesse, la noblesee de vues et 1'attachement
indefectible aux ideaux de paix, de justice et de progres qui sont ceux
de 1'Organisation des Nations Unies, constituaient un precieux encouragement
pour la communaute Internationale tout entiere.

Au Siege de notre Organisation, nous nous souvenons avec une emotion
particuliere de la visite historioue de Sa Saintete en octotre 19&5 et du
noble message de paix qu'elle y avait apporte. Cette visite avait marque
une etape importsnte dans le renforcement des contacts entre le Saint-Siege et
1'Organisation Internationale.

Je tiens a evoquer aussi mes diverses visites a la Cite du Vatican ou
j'avais eu le grand honneur d'avoir avec Sa Saintete des entretiens aussi
approfondis que feconds. En cette heure douloureuse, je tiens a vous
adresser, Eminence, et par votre entremise, a tous les membres de 1'eglise
catholique mes condoleances les plus sinceres et les plus attristees.

Tres haute consideration.

Translation from French

I have learned the news of the death of His Holiness Pope Paul VI with
profound sorrow. In him,, the world has lost an eminent spiritual leader whose
great wisdom, nobility of vision and indefatigable commitment to the ideals
of peace,, justice and progress, which the United Notions shares, constituted
a source of inspiration to the world community as a whole.

(more)
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We at the Headquarters of our Organization remember with particular
emotion the historic visit of His Holiness in October 1565 and the noble
message of peace which he brought to us. This visit marked an important
step in the strengthening of the contacts between the Holy See and the
•world international Organization.

I also wish to recall my visits to the Vatican, where I had the
great honour to have extensive conversations with His Holiness. In this
hour of grief, I would like to address to you, Your Eminence, and through
you to all the members of the Catholic Church, my sincere and heartfelt
condolences.

Highest consideration.
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TEXT OF SPEECH BY SECRETARY-GENERAL S'?AUSTRIA, 5 AUGUST

Following is the text of a speech prepared for delivery by Secretary-General
Kurt Waldheim before a group of diplomats, meeting on 5 August in Klesheim,
near Salzburg, Austria:

It gives me great pleasure to speak to this group of diplomats from many
parts of the world. You have been devoting these past days to the broad question
of disarmament. Nothing could be more timely and more urgent, for it is indeed
one of the most burning problems of our time. The future of mankind may well
depend on the solution of this problem.

The most powerful terrestial explosion ever recorded was that of a volcano
in Indonesia in 1885. Afterwards, sunsets around the world were dimmed for
several years. A nuclear war could exceed this many times. It has been estimated
that a nuclear exchange of 10,000 megatons — twice the force of the Indonesian
volcano -- would tear up some 25 billion cubic metres of rock and soil, injecting
much of the fine dust and particles into the atmosphere. The consequences are
literally unforeseeable. Yet, nuclear weapons continue to be produced, perfected
and added to a stockpile that stands almost as a wilful temptation to annihilation.

It is estimated that at present prices, military expenditures over the
past five years were $1.8 trillion. During this period, the number of under-
nourished persons had continued to grow* At the present time, il-50 million people
suffer from malnutrition — not because of the world's resources are inadequate
or our technology is insufficient, but because we have not found the formula
which will convincingly equate equity with stability, one country1s or one
area's well-being with another's peace.

These are the potentially fatal contradictions of current history: a continuing
arms race in the full knowledge of the grave dangers involved; a reckless invest-
ment of resources in arms, despite the obvious fact that they are desperately
needed for the essential development of a world which all humanity must share.

(more)
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'The. achievement of lasting peace, the principal purpose for which the United
Nations was founded, is dependent upon a resolution of these contradictions.
This, in turn, is to a large extent dependent upon arms limitation and disarma-
ment. All countries in principle favour this objective.

During the recent special session of the General Assembly on disarmament,
the representative of a smaller country noted that all who had spoken before
him had condemned the arms race. Who then, he asked, is responsible for it?
The truth is, as he put it, that "with very few exceptions, all of us participate
in the arms race and are therefore responsible in varying degrees for its
continuance". It follows logically, I believe, that all then share the
responsibility of working together in bringing the arms race to an end.

The placing of blame by one country or one group of countries on another
will do no good. Bather than identifying guilt, it is essential to identify
interests that are shared among States in limiting and reducing arms. The
most important of these interests are survival and development, and they are
starkly evident.

Disarmament, as we know, is an aspiration that goes back as far as
history. S3, too, is the desire for security, whether as an individual or a
nation cr a group of nations. The two aspirations have conflicted throughout
history because of the perception that security is best assured through
superior strength. This conviction, it must be acknowledged, has sometimes
been strengthened by the course of history.

Since the beginning of the nuclear age, however, the relationship between
security and military superiority has begun to be seen in a new light. Superior
strength no longer necessarily means greater security or even greater power.

Acceptance of the concept of nuclear parity by the Soviet Union and the
United States and current moves to apply this concept to conventional forces
in Central Europe result from this realization. It is true that the balance
so far achieved is one of terror -- enormously wasteful and dangerous -- but,
as long as it is preserved, it does at least provide a basis for movement to
the essential next step, a mutual reduction in the means of terror. I believe
that this principle is applicable to conventional as well as nuclear disarmament.
Security for small nations as well as large, for nuclear as well as non-nuclear,
can be assured through the devotion of less rather than more resources to defence

The concern for disarmament is as old in the relatively brief history of
the United Nations as it is in the long history of mankind. Isaiah's vision of
turning sword into ploughshare, which is carved in stone across from the
United nations Headquarters, has been repeated in many languages and many
forms at every session of the General Assembly. I shall not try to summarize
this whole history. It is sufficient to state that arms limitation and disarma-
ment have been the subject of continuing deliberation and negotiation within
the United Nations framework for more than 20 years. Deliberations have been
centred in the General Assembly with the participation of all Member States
and negotiations in the more restrict^ Conference of the Committee on
Disarmament, which now has 31 members.

(more)
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Important treaties and agreements have been achieved through the interplay
of debate and negotiations including the non-proliferation Treaty, the Convention
against biological weapons, the Treaty prohibiting the modification of the
environment for military purposes, and the sea-bed Treaty. Let me emphasize
that these treaties and agreements are of major importance to international
stability. However, only the Convention against biological weapons provides
for the actual destruction of weapons. The others are essentially limitations
on the testing and spread of nuclear arms. They have not yet led to real
disarmament or to a reduction in the arms race.

This is the background of the special session of the General Assembly,
held this past May and June, the first session ever convened to deal exclusively
with the subject of disarmament. The initiative came largely from the non-
aligned countries. But all States showed in their participation in the prepara-
tory phases and in the session, itself, an awareness of the critical stage that
has been reached in the world8s history.

The special session was not a conference called to negotiate a world
disarmament treaty. The main objective was to agree on principles and
priorities which would provide a realistic and comprehensive framework within
which disarmament issues could be dealt with systematically and with maximum
participation by Member States in the negotiating and deliberating process.
Through discussion, compromise and determined effort, a consensus was achieved
on a broad programme of action for the future.

The session was in full agreement that enduring international peace and
security cannot be built on the accumulation of weaponry by military alliances
nor sustained by a precarious balance of deterrence or doctrines of strategic
superiority; that genuine and lasting peace requires the effective implementa
tion of the security system provided for in the Charter of the United Nations
and the speedy and substantial reduction of arms and armed forces.

The special session declared without reservation that disarmament has
become the most urgent task facing the international community. It reaffirmed
the ultimate goal of general and complete disarmament, but agreed that this
must be accomplished in stages and at each stage the objective should be
undiminished security at the lowest possible level of armaments and military
forces with adequate measures of verification.

I would place special emphasis on the fact that the principle of
"•undiminished security at the lowest possible level of armaments and military
forces", which I spoke of earlier, was unanimously accepted.

Differences between the non-nuclear States and the nuclear States were
most pronounced on three issues, and they reflect differing perspectives which
will continue to figure in disarmament discussions within the United Nations.
One was non-proliferation. On this subject, many non-nuclear States feel
strongly that the nuclear Powers signatory to the non-proliferation Treaty
have not carried out their commitment to reduce their nuclear arms. At the
same time, they fear that restrictions on the transfer of nuclear technology
will force them into a position of permanent technological inferiority and
hinder their economic development.

(more)



- k - Press Release SG/SM/2600
k August 1978

In meeting these concerns, it was agreed that the goal of nuclear non-
proliferation is to prevent the emergence of any additional nuclear-weapon States,
but also to reduce and eventually eliminate nuclear weapons altogether. Non-
proliferation measures should not jeopardize the full exercise of the inalienable
rights of all States to apply and develop their programmes for the peaceful uses
of nuclear energy.

A second and directly related difference was the sequence of nuclear versus
conventional disarmament. Here, accommodation was found on the basis that the
limitation and gradual reduction of armed forces and conventional weapons should
be resolutely pursued together with negotiations on nuclear disarmament. In other
words, while nuclear disarmament has first priority, conventional disarmament can
and should be sought at the same time.

Finally, non-nuclear Powers wished to obtain comprehensive assurances that
nuclear weapons or the threat of nuclear weapons would not be used against them
under any circumstances« While progress was made, it was agreed that it would be
necessary to continue efforts to reach completely satisfactory arrangements.

In order to make United nations disarmament machinery more effective, the
session decided that the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament would be
replaced at the beginning of 1979 by an enlarged Committee on Disarmament, open
to all nuclear-weapon States plus five to eight additional members. The Co-
Chairmanship of the Soviet Union and the United States will be replaced by a
rotating Chairmanship among all the members.

To broaden the deliberative function of the United Nations in the disarmament
field, the special session established a new Disarmament Commission, composed of
all Member States, to make recommendations on disarmament problems and follow up
on decisions of the special session.

It is,as we all know, easier to agree on principles and priorities than to
implement them. Machinery is important, but in the end it can only be as effective
as national policies permit. The main reason I feel encouraged over the outcome of
the special session is because I believe that the decisions taken there reflect a
greater degree of realiszn and accommodation in the formulation of national policies
than was evident before the session began.

I am convinced there is now a greater prospect that the machinery will be user",
to good effect by more countries and that principles and priorities will be followe
in deed as well as in word. The special session surely impressed upon the major
military Powers the urgency with which other countries regard the need for arms
control and disarmament. I hope this will further spur their efforts since these
countries inevitably have the largest responsibility in ensuring progress. I must
repeat, however, that the arms race is not confined to them. They alone cannot
solve it.

(more)
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In his message to the special session, Pope Paul VI commented that dis-
armament "seems to be a problem at the level of a prophetic vision ... which one
cannot face without remaining on the hard and concrete reality of the present .
The assurance of national security is surely the legitimate and necessary
responsibility of every State and adequate military defence is at present the
core element in perceptions of national security. This is reality; but in
recognizing it, we dare aot renounce the vision of a world order that will provide
an assurance of national security through means other than national military
force, as foreseen in the Charter of the United Nations.

Negotiating procedures must be based on consensus because Governments are
unlikely to accept decisions in the defence field as binding unless tnay concur
in them. The necessary agreements will net b- reached at all, however, unless
Governments see beyond the present to the iJ.cî .be choice between disarmament
and catastrophe, A new, more profound u^lorst-anding of the basis of security
must emerge and that, I believe, is slowly taking place.

This is the framework within which the present and potential effectiveness
of the United Nations must be seen. I would identify the following four functions
as those which the United Nations can best perform in encouraging this process:

— First, the United Nations must continue to afford a public forum in which
disarmament can be given the necessary prominence on the international agenda.
There is no other place that this can be done as well.

— Second, the United Nations provides a practical negotiating machinery
which will now encourage broader participation. United States/Soviet agreement
within the negotiating process will continue to be of major importance but the
new enlarged Disarmament Committee should permit other States to influence more
than in the past the pace, direction and priorities of the Committee's work.

-- Third, the United Nations can serve as a major source of information and
ideas in support of disarmament activities. If there is to be wider effective
participation in the negotiating process, the availability of data is especially
important for third world countries which do not have adequate national research
capacities. I hope it will be possible to work out a programme of studies by
expert groups oriented to specific disarmament and security goals which can be a
source and stimulant of ideas for the international community.

— Finally, I be3.ieve that the United Nations has a capacity, which has not
yet been fully exploited, to supervise arms limitation and disarmament arrangement.
The International Atomic Energy Agency's inspection responsibility, for example,
has been successful in maintaining international confidence that nuclear material
is not being diverted to military purposes in plants covered by the non-
proliferation Treaty or certain other safeguards.

(more)
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If reprocessing continues to be an essential element in plutonium-based
energy systems, the idea of regional processing plants under international super-
vision seems to me worth further exploration. This could facilitate the peaceful
use of nuclear energy both by developed and developing countries in the future.
A French proposal for a United Nations Satellite Agency, which would utilize
information from satellite observations to verify compliance with disarmament
undertakings, and proposals of other countries to make sensor equipment, air
observations and seismic stations available for such purposes, point to a potential
United Nations role in verification, which appears especially promising in
regional agreements.

You may ask whether these functions can contribute substantially to progress
towards real disarmament., The answer is clear: not by themselves. They can
stimulate and facilitate the formulation of national policies, the coming together
of national attitudes and the implementation of agreements reached through national
decisions. But it is national policies which will remain the critical element,
and they will not be formulated in isolation from other world concerns.

The nature of relationships among countries obviously affects their willing-
ness to perceive security in terma other than military advantage. There is,
therefore, a frequent inclination to say that we must increase confidence among
States to make disarmament possible.

But like disarmament, confidence is not a condition that can be created of
and by itself. Confidence in international relations depends on the existence of
recognized and acknowledged compatibility of interests, of clarity and credibility
of objectives, and of capacity to communicate. Success in disarmament efforts
will depend on these considerations as much as on disarmament formulas or
negotiating machinery.

In this connexion, I must say with all seriousness that I do not perceive at
this point the improvement in international relations which would make our task
easier. Progress in disarmament will increase confidence among nations. But
progress will be small unless, simultaneously, differences which inspire distrust
and rivalry can be tackled with the breadth of vision necessary to see the more
productive security which is achievable through compromise, restraint and a
harmonization of national goals.

At the present time, the average family in countries throughout the world
pays more in taxes for defence than for the education of their children.
Governments — rich and poor — spend 60 per cent more on defence than they spend
on protection against the everyday ravages of illness, disease and injury.

Herein lies an obvious disregard for reason. Kenneth Galbraith has written
that there can be few more seemingly unequal political contests in the world than
that between military spending on the one hand, and social needs on the other.
But, he adds, "..„ the contest, if dangerously weighted towards disaster, is
not wholly unequal. Reason has power. So has compassion. People do wish to
survive". I am in profound agreement with this thought.
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Reason, compassion and interest in survival can in combination be an effective
spur for political and intellectual innovation. I believe they are widely shared
in our present world. We have evidence of this in the important arms limitation
agreements that have been reached and in the current efforts towards a complete
test ban, a new strategic arms limitation talks agreement and a ban on chemical
weapons.

We now have the consensus on principles, priorities and machinery achieved
at the special session. The need, which becomes ever more urgent, is to build
on this foundation. We must achieve an international situation and specific
agreements which will permit assurance of national security on a firmer basis than
a volatile competition in armed strength ranging across the geographic extent
of the globe and the technological capacity of the human intellect. Peace and
security, which are the primary goals for which the United Nations was established,
remain, after all, mankind's most rational aspirations.

We have surely reached that point in history where these aspirations, along
with the economic well-being of humanity, depend on a speedy reduction of the
resources devoted to arms. The nations of the world have recognized this. They
must now draw the necessary consequences in terms of national policy and national
will.

* *w* *


