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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL l --- :r 0 -u- 9 9; 

·z_i- 0 3 Z1~ 
15 June 2009 

Dear Mr. Annan, 

I write to thank you for your letter dated 10 March 2009, inviting me 
to be a speaker at this year's annual meeting of the Global Humanitarian 
Forum entitled "Human Impact of Climate Change: New Challenges for 
Humanitarianism and Sustainable Development", scheduled to be held on 
23 and 24 June 2009 in Geneva. 

I welcome the Forum's continued work to address the challenges of 
climate change and your personal commitment to further this agenda. I am 
also grateful to you for keeping me informed of the Forum's activities. 
The humanitarian dimensions of climate change are increasingly being 
recognized in the debate. It is important for us to define action-oriented policy 
solutions and to clarify the options among the substantive elements to be 
included in a Copenhagen agreement in December 2009. 

We are looking ahead towards intensive months of Government 
negotiations as we strive to seal a deal in Copenhagen. In support of this goal, 
I will convene a summit on climate change on 22 September 2009 in New York. 
The challenge and hence the magnitude and complexity of these negotiations is 
unprecedented, necessitating political attention and direction from the highest 
levels. In addition, the UN system is gearing up to ensure its readiness to 
support the implementation of an ambitious climate change regime delivering as 
one. In this context, I greatly appreciate your continued support and look 
forward to your advice on these important issues. 

Mr. Kofi A. Annan 
President 
Global Humanitarian Forum 
Geneva 

.. .. ~ 



It is an honour for me to have received your kind invitation. 
Regrettably, I have to inform you that I will be unable to take part in the 
2009 Forum. However, Mr. John Holmes, Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief, and Mr. Achim Steiner, Executive 
Director of the United Nations Environment Program111:e, will be participating in 
this important event as senior representatives of the United Nations. Allow me, 
nevertheless, to take this opportunity to convey my best wishes for a successful 
event and let me reassure you that climate change will remain a high priority for 
the United Nations work. 

Yours sincerely, 



UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
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Date: 16 June 2009 Ref: 

TO: FROM: 
Mr. Kofi A. Annan Scheduling Office of the 
President of the Forum _Secretary-General 
Global Humanitarian Forum New York 
Geneva 

TEL: +41 22 919 75 00 TEL: 212-963-3035 

FAX: +41 22 919 75 19 FAX: 212-963-3511 

No of pages: 3 (including this one) 

Subject: Annual meeting of the Global Humanitarian Forum entitled "Human Impact of 
Climate Change: New Challenges for Humanitarianism and Sustainable Development", 
scheduled to be held on 23 and 24 June 2009 in Geneva. 

· Please find attached a letter from the Secretary-General in relation to this year's annual meeting 
of the Global Humanitarian Forum entitled "Human Impact of Climate Change: New Challenges 
for Humanitarianism and Sustainable Development". 

The original copy of the letter has been sent to you by mail. 
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Gelila Terrefe/NY/UNO 

31/03/2009 05:17PM 

Dear Sebastien, 

To Sebastien Lawson/NY/UNO@UNHQ 

ee Janos Pasztor/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Yeoeheol 
Yoon/NY/UNO@UNHQ 

bee 

Subject Re: FOR ADVICE PLSE: 2009 Global Humanitarian Forum, 
23-24 June 2009~ 

CCST's recommendation is for the Secretary-General to participate in this event in person, if his schedule 
allows. 

The inaugural event last year was quite high profile and attracted high level part[cipants. We expect this 
year to more and not less high profile. There is likely to also be a large humanitarian community audience. 
The forum's focus on the "Human Face" of climate change and Copenhagen makes it an ideal platform to 
showcase the SG's messages on the importance of addressing the needs of the vulnerable and sealing a 
deal in Copenhagen. 

Let us know what support you need from us in preparation, once decisions are made and the subsequent 
programme for participation is clearer. 

Best regards, 

Gelila 

Gelila Terrefe, Adviser 
Secretary-General's Climate Change Support Team 
United Nations, Room S-301 OC 
New York, NY. 10017, USA 
Mobile: +1-917-294-0972 
Office: +1-917-367-2836 
Fax:· +1-917-367-5115 
Email: terrefe@un.org 

Sebastien Lawson/NY/UNO 

Dear Gelila , 

Sebastien Lawson/NY/UNO 

25/03/2009 18:12 To Gelila Terrefe/NY/UNO@UNHQ 

cc Yeocheol Yoon/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Janos 
Pasztor/NY/UNO@UNHQ 

Subject FOR ADVICE PLSE: 2009 Global Humanitarian Forum, 
23-24 June 2009 

I attach an invitation from Kofi Annan for SG to attend the 2009 Global Humanitarian Foruni, scheduled to 
take place on 23-24 June 2009, on the theme "Human impact of Climate Change". It would be appreciated 
if CCST could advise on this invitation. Thank you 

Best, 



SL 

29-G3274_24-Mat-2009_16h16min.pdf 

Sebastien Lawson 
Scheduling Office of the Secretary-General 
Executive Office of the Secretary-General 
Room : S-3802 D 
Tel: +1-212 963 9530 
Fax: +1-212 963 3511 
Email: lawsons@un.org 
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President 

Mr Ban Ki-moon 

Secretary-General 

United Nations 

First Avenue at 46th Street 

New York, NY 10017 

USA 

Dear Mr Secretary-General, 

,.,..,. _ ... _ .. ___ --~ 

ACTION f'll r :Pa ~5-: (J ~"' 
COPY '·J '·?c. 

Global 
Humanitarian 
Forum Geneva 

Geneva, 10 March 2009 

.f'::'~!ber ~o my ~reyi<:J~~-~e:_t~~r Of!_!he vv~rk __ ~[!b~ __ <!l9f?a! f!L![l)?_njJ~rt~n F9f1Jrn tn . 
- ~~~~.I would like to i_n_form_y?u ~~()~~sp~~if,i~ -~~E.~~-~?._c>! ~':lr_ curr~_t_ ~<?.r~~ 

At the Forum's annual meeting in 2008 we initiated the call for a global 

alliance for climate justice and a public campaign to support a strong and 

equitable new climate agreement to succeed the Kyoto Protocol to the UNFCCC. 

Since autumn last year, the Forum has been working closely with a group of leading 

NGOs for "Climate Action", including Oxfam, Greenpeace, the World Wildlife Fund 

and the Global Call to Action Against Poverty, to develop a common campaign for 

this purpose. 

The Forum's campaign will aim at ralSlng public awareness about the 

importance of a robust and fair agreement to succeed the Kyoto protocoL It will 

emphasize the human dimensions of the climate problem and frame the UNFCCC 
negollatiorn u:; an h:>uc of ju5t'ice for all humanity. We nre using the ·term " climate 

justice" to mean that each individual has a responsibility to protect the planet. 

That those who pollute must know that pollution has a cost and that the polluter 

must pay. Those who suffer most from the effect of climate change need to be 

supported. And an effective global fund needs to be established to transfer funds 

and green technology to· those most in need. 

The theme of the annual Forum this year, from 23-24 June, is ·"Human Impact 

of Climate Change: New Challenges for Humanitarianism and Sustainable 

Development". As key stakeholders and figures in the Copenhagen negotiations are 

to be present, we hope that the event will draw additional attention to the 

urgency for international action. 

Global Humani tarian Forum 
Geneva 
Villa Rigot , Avenue de la Paix 9 
1202 Geneva, Switzerland 

Phone +41 22 919 75 00 
Fax +41 22 919 75 19 
info@ghf-ge.org 
www.ghf -ge.org 
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I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Yours sincerely, 

... 

212 


