


Hon. John J. Cochran
. §5. House of Representatives
WVashington 26, D, 0.

Dear Nongressman Cochran;

I have your latter of 4 October, transaltting s letter from Mr. Charles
¥. Freeman, Manufacturers Supplies Company, of S, Jouls, Missouri, pro-
testing the shipment of shoe leather and cotton %o Yugoslavia,

Nr. Yreeman will be interested to know thet of the 3,600,000 palrs of
finlshed footwsar sent to Yugoslevie, 700,000 wers salvaged sruy sboes,
aigmated snd in need of repair, which were shinped to Yugoslavia for
rebuilding iu n factory =et up by UNRRA and rua by the Yugoslavisa jJevern-
sent. 400,000 pairs ware aray ssalvaged shoes rebuilt ia this country in
& fostory ran for thig purpose by the U. §. Treasury Procuresent Divisiom,
14 to 2 million puirs of shoes were ¢anvas; snd of the remalning § =million
to a million paire, a great number wers nurchased from the Arsy under
plen 4%, or from shelf stocks for wvhich there is no demand in the Umited
Statos. The pdministration plane to ship mo further shoes to Yugoslavia,

Up to the 1 Detoder, wa have shipped 122,535 bales of saw cotion from the
Undited States. The cotton selected for relief shipments is for the
purpose of mesaufacturing heavy utility goods and 1s on the aversge of
lower cunlity then that normslly imported by Yugoslavia during peacetime.
It conslsts largely of strict low middling and below 1o class, with a falyr
percentage of spotted cotton. Staple length 1z from rune 7/8% to 15/167.
This is, of course, a lower grade cotton thed is generally used ia the
Imited States.

we have shipped o Yugoslavia 642,335 aq. ft. of woer leather, 308 wetric
tons of sole leather, sud 1,274,509 sqg. ft. of composition soling from

the United States. Any further guantities of leather or composition seling
shipped to Tagoslavia will be mnegligible. The lesther has bDecn peat for
the msaufacturers of shoes for relief purposes. [ have besn informed that
there is no shortage of composition soling in this coumtry. s
¥r. ¥reomon's letter of 1 gotober 1s returned herewith, If Re:W is may
further information you deeire, please do not hesitate to call upon me.

Sincerely yours,
M&lbort'on:m
11-10~46
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MANUFACTURERS SUPFLIES CO,
716~7%0 North Eighteenth 3Street
8t. Louis 3, Missouri

October 1, 1946

Representative John J, Cochran
House 0ffice Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Representative Cochran:

Yugoslavia shoots down in cold blood our aviators, yet, we continue to
ship them merchandise which 1s so scarce in this country as to cause our
factories to close.

We quote from "American Shoe Making', September 18th isgsue:

"Washington (Traveler Bureau) -~ Yugoslavia has Deen shipped
3,284,000 pairs of finisghed footwear and approximately 110,000
bales of cotton from this country by UNRRA, it was revealed
September 12, In addition to the finished footwear, UNERA has
shipped to Yugoslavia from this country 2,716,000 square feet of
upper leather, 4,239,000 square feet of composition soling and
451 metric tons of sole leather.

"Flgures, stated UNRRA, are up to August 1, and they refer to
UNREA shipmente of selected U,S. procured items, The list given
covers only raw cotton and shoes and material for shoes, The
exact UNRRA figure for raw cotton shipmentg from the U. §. to
Yugoslavia ig 25,931 metric tons."

Many shoe factories are now working only three days a week and there is

every indication that every shoe factory will be on this basis within a few
weeks,

Even though a previous Congress had voted materials for UNRRA, we see
no reason why we should ship scarce merchandise to unfriendly nations when
we are Deing pinched in our own country.

I do hope that our Congress will soon think of our United States, at
least a wee little bit, '

Very truly yours,

(8) Charles ¥, Freeman

CHARLES ¥, FREEMAN
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