Save the Children

“All wars, just or unjust, disastrous or victorious, are waged against the child.”
Eglantyne Jebb, founder of Save the Children in 1919

“When you are educated... You can understand that war is not the best way out.
You will be able to solve problems, and you can understand, because wat is about misunderstanding.”
Liberian primary school student, 2007 .
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Dear Secretary General Ban Ki-moon,

The Nobel Peace Prize awarded to the United Nations Peace-keeping Forces in 1988 and to the United Nations
2001 is globally recognized as "the world's most prestigious prize". Your views on matters of peace carry

weight and are acknowledged worldwide. Save the Children is mnviting you, and all of the 48 Nobel Peace Prize
laureates — individuals and institutions existing today — to take par in our global debate on education and peace.

Save the Children is the world’s largest independent movement for children, working in more than 120 countries
around the world to ensure children’s rights are upheld and they have the chance to lead happy, healthy, peaceful
and fulfilling lives. However, we see daily in many countries around the world how war and conflict jeopardise
children’s futures.

We believe peace begins in the minds of children. We have worked with millions of children over nearly 90 years,
who tell us time and again that education is one of the keys to peace. We have seen first hand the difference
education makes to them and to the world around them.

But how do we make sure children receive the educatio  that will help them build peace?
Save the Children has launched a global debate on this issue. We want to highlight the importance of education in
preventing the outbreak and recurrence of conflicts — and persuade governments and others to implement good
quality education that will promote peace.

s part of this global debate, Sav the Children would like to publish contributions from 48 Nobel Peace Prize
laureates on November 20, 2008, the 19t anniversary of the N Conventton on the Rights of the Child and/ (
nternational Children’s Day.

1) We invite you to send us an individual contribution to public global debate. This could be a personal
statement, article or video if

2) We invite yo to add your name to the accompanying letter, which we wish to publish
around the world, by as many of the Nobel Peace Prize laureates as possib e.

3) We also ask for your signature to an international piece of artwork by children, to be presented in Oslo in
December 2008, prior to the Nobel Peace Prize award.

For more information about Save the Children’s global debate on education for peace, please visit
www.savethechildren.net/rewritethefuture or please contact me personally.

We would appreciate your response, if possible, by August 15t 2008. We very much hope you will join us in this
important moment to help bring peace and education for children everywhere.

Yours sincerely,

Charlotte Petri Gornitzka
Secretary General, International Save the Children Alliance

Tel +44 (0) 20 8237 8001
Cambridge House, 100 Cambridge Grove, London, W6 OLE, UK
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Education’s role in conflict prevention
and peacebuilding

Children in armed conflict

Children are particularly affected by conflict. Millions of girls and boys grow up surrounded by actual or
threatened violence in conflict-affected fragile states. They grow up without access to basic services,
including education. These countries are more often than not the furthest away from reaching the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Over half the world’s 72 million out-of-school children — 37
million — live in conflict-affected fragile states (CAFS), even though these countries make up just 13 % of
the world’s population. Education is a human right that demands fulfilment even in situations of danger
and deprivation. It is also what children clearly want.

Peace begins in the minds of children

Most people recognise instinctively the role of education in preventing conflict and in building peace. Most
people also understand the dangers inherent in the abuse of education systems. Our world community —
donors, national governments, civil society, and others — must work together to find ways to ensure that
quality education is a reality in conflict-affected fragile states and is implemented in a way that promotes
peace. This is a challenge to Save the Children and many others in the international community to ensure
quality education before, during and after conflicts, and when peace settlements are negotiated.

Education as the peace dividend: Opportunities for change

Peace processes provide an important opportunity to improve education systems and help foster peace.
When parties to a conflict are engaged in a peace process there is a rare focus and opportunity to agree
on a shared new education blueprint for the country. However, of the 37 full peace agreements signed
between 1989 and 2005 that are publicly available, | | make no mention of education at all. Even in those
that do address education, there is great variation in the way it is addressed and the type of education.

As well as opportunities, there are of course challenges to overcome in order to address education in
peace processes, and to address it sufficiently well. As part of a global debate on education and peace,
Save the Children wants to raise these issues, in order to ensure that quality education will be included as
part of all peace processes.

The power to heal: Quality education for all

A quality educational system makes a positive, transformative contribution to conflict-affected societies,
and operates as a counterweight to conflict and those who seek to promote conflict. Across society,
every additional year of formal schooling for males can reduce the risk of their becoming involved in
conflict by 20%. Quality education provides a platform from which other Millennium Development Goals
can be achieved, and can promote peace and development more broadly. The benefits of education are
lasting because the children who acquire them will transfer them to the next generation. For example,
one year of education can raise the living wage of men and women by an average of 10%.
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The potential to divide: Education as a weapon

Educational systems can be a force for good, but they can also be abused. Exclusion from education plays
a crucial role in fuelling conflict. Governments may intentionally manipulate teachers to shore up their
power base, as happened in Burundi in the 1990s and Germany in the 1930s. Curricula, textbooks and
educational policies can all be turned into platforms for propaganda.

Direct attacks on the education sector are a characteristic of confrontations around the world. In its 2007
report ‘Education under Attack’ UNESCO maintains that attacks on education will continue unless the
international community supports the development of an independent monitoring system.

Time for change: Quality education for peace
Four critical elements are needed to shore up education’s role in peacebuilding and conflict prevention:
¢ Inclusion/access Primary schools must be free and close to home, and must do all they can to
attract all children in a community.
e Safety/protection Schools must be safe from attack and must be perceived as places where
intellectual curiosity and respect for universal human rights is fostered.
e Relevance Schools must use a non-biased curriculum and relevant educational materials.
e Accountability School management must be authorised to make necessary decisions for pupils’
welfare. The opinions of children, parents and the community must be taken into consideration.

This type of education costs more and is more difficult to implement, but the benefits of quality education
for children and entire societies justify it being a priority at every stage before, during and after a conflict.

Education for peace: Beginning a global debate

Peace begins in the minds of children. But how do we make sure children receive the quality education
that will help them build peace! To try to answer this question, Save the Children is launching a global
debate on education for peace. Please read our full report Where Peace Begins, a discussion document
based on our programme experience in many countries, which is intended to spark the debate. We want
to engage with others concerned with education and peace to find the answers to these questions:

I. If the right sort of education is important to sustain a peaceful society, why is it not
included in all peace agreements?

2. Who are the key actors (education and others) who peace negotiators engage with
when deciding how education is to be included (or not) in a peace agreement, and
how do education authorities play a role in this?

3. How does the role of education in promoting peace and stability differ between
various contexts, for example in fragile states before a conflict, countries in the
midst of conflict, and post-conflict situations?

4. Do you have evidence that you are willing to share (in the form of case studies or
concrete examples) of where quality education has been implemented successfully in
conflict situations and has made a difference to mitigating conflict?

5. What evidence do you have (perhaps from research or programme experience) that
demonstrate which aspects of quality education promote peace?

6. Have you observed education systems that have undergone a positive
transformation as a consequence of conflict? Please can you describe these and the
key factors that transformed a negative situation into a positive situation.

By submitting a contribution to the global debate, you guarantee that you own all rights to the material,
or provide references to any citations. Your contribution needs to be publicly distributable on our
website, and through other media. All contributions used will be fully referenced to you.

Write to rewritethefuture@save-children-alliance.org or Rewrite the Future, International Save the
Children Alliance Secretariat, Cambridge House, |00 Cambridge Grove, London, W6 OLE, UK.

Read the full report and join the global debate at www.savethechildren.net/rewritethefuture



Letter for publication November 20, 2008

An open letter to world leaders and parties to armed conflicts

Peace begins in the minds of children.

But in so many ongoing conflicts worldwide, peace 1s distant from reality for many mullions of children.
The chance lottery of where a child is born may mean they grow up happy and healthy, or they grow
up amongst conflict knowing only war and its terrible aftermath.

War and conflict are perpetrated by adults. But every adult was once a child and grew up with
experiences and guidance that shaped their lives. At the heart of this lies education. The lessons
children learn in school are a rehearsal for later life, the values they form trame their views of others.

But if more than 70 mullion children do not even have the chance to go to school, and more than half
of these children live in countries affected by armed contlict - what are these children learning?
Children and their families repeatedly ask for educaton. Committed teachers and a relevant curriculum
give children an alternative to confusion and conflict. Quality education gives access to mformation
and develops skills and critical thinking that in turn make opportunities for change mn peaceful ways.

Today, the anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and International
Children’s Day, we call for the urgent implementation of quality education for all children, good
education that gives children the best chance of a peaceful, prosperous future.

We, the undersigned, call on governments and other parties to armed contlicts to respect and promote
schools as places of peace and safety.

¢ Ensure all children have access to quality education despite ethnicity, religion or language.

e Fnsurc all children can learn free from fear of recruitment into armed forces, violence or
intimidation.

e Ensure all children receive an inclusive and relevant educaton that promotes an openness of
thought and 1s accountable to children’s families and communities.

e [nsure that education 1s made an integral part of every peace process.
Children cannot watt for education while we debate the difficulties and the details.

Peace begins in the minds of children, and it must begin today.

(names of Nobel Peace Prize laureates)

(We request for you to add your signature to this letter)



