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SU.MM.ARY REPORT OF T\IBNTY-SECOND MEETING OF COMMITTEE II/2 

Veterans Building, Room 202, June 13, 1945, 10:39 a .m. 

The Chairman opened the meeting at 10: 39 a.m. 

1. Consideration of Pagagraph 8, Section B, Chapter V, 

referred back to Committee II/2 by the Stefring Committee. 

The Chairman explained 

Steering Committee, acting on a recommendation f th~ ~..z/2 

Executive Committee, had referred 't:iite{l?aragraphAbackAfor a 

reconsideration of its wording, in consultation with 

Committee III/1 8.!).d, if necessary, with Committee III/3. 

A join( mt::teting, consisting of Subcommittees II/2/B and 

III/ih/C, had -the? efo? e f!l80R ooRuo.a.oe. t~ conside~he matter, 

and fi&@ ,!spa:!Q the~ortA~before the Committee 

ear the 

arisen on 

the method 

b-his maL t:er eoY...ld- be of the 

countries, namely .,. 

three of the sponsoring powers, were on each sub-

committee, and it was suggested that they sho 
h d~ votes int e joint session. The solution~was 
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L t,-u . ~ 
but to ~mind :tk.EYl-:i:t · i\.strange,A unique in~ L 

~ ~ ·r;..-lt"{ l.¼1/:- ~ 
a:nd/ r eannet reconcile it with~ conscience not 

to st te this. 'fzs ,ras S018illl!!9 a0 1 coil 't!h~ ~e Subcommittees 
) 

ote separately by roll cal~ but the results were 

added tog ther, so in fact the same result would have been 

simple show of hands of all 16 representatives 
~ µ_ ~ 

at the joint m ting. ff ms mabl!emablt:Hs @a !!!!Tb fl'S!i!i3!! me, 

ffliAJtilP ~ , pne powers would have had a majority for 

~ 
could 

Paragraph 8 ~&@Y I cfe1 enoe-, which he had proposed in fhe 
sub 

joint meeting; namely, that ki:x/paragraphs ( al a:nd(t;} and ~ 

introductory words should be replaced by the following : 

"Subject to the provisions of paragraph 1 of 
the present Section, the General Assembly should 
have the right to make such observations or recom­
mendations concerning reports of the Security Council 
as are, in its opinion, re~uired by the purposes and 
principles of the Charter. 1 

He recal3/!! the history of the paragraphy &R'.I. b!h@ 

-2-



Uni bed Ilingaom2fk bh~ ej ght:b. ee · a ,,~ ,QJ:l,llm.~~ ... 

. -}!"e,).r.rect of the V?~,~nt meeting ~.4,.,,., 
~ n mutil ate the~opt~ttee _II/2••11111. t 

was not the first time that this kind of thing had hap1Jened . 

The essential power of the Assembly to make recommendations 
~ had disappeared from the text , and he thought the womo Sub-

committees had exceeded their powers . e. ~ 

The Delegate of Canada seconded th~sAmotionio ~, 

The Delegate of France recalled that his Government had 

that France , 

:eo ttte 

might 

desiring to 

Security Council Ls capacity for'prompt action, 

onstantly supported the rights of the Assembly . He felt " 
the 

that at/present stage too much importance was being attached to 

the word 11 recommendation 11 • He believed that the Assembly ' s 

righ1/ of discussion of all matters at any time was the essential 

power . The Security Council must be left in full enjoyment of 

the powers given to it by the Charter; but it could not ignore 

the public discussions of the Assembly. He therefore supported 
t::'+1- Jr;; t')~ e-u. cl ..Cy 

the adoptmdn of the P-0f}etlt -6-f the Joint meeting . 

In the course of the discussion which follewed, the Delegate.!) 

of the United States and of the Soviet Union made it fully clee,r 

that , in their view, the text for paragraph 8 proposed in the 

joint report did not detgate in MY way from the Assembly's 
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,d 
under faragrai)14. . 1......,e"--"',...-

~~~~~-g 

e Assembl 

right to discvss any questions arising from 

times the 

matters contained 

in the Security Council ' s repo1"ts a.nd , sub j ect to the accepted, 
' 

limltati~conta.Ined in ~~l, to, m~~:'.;:.:,t:t;;s rl · 
t hereon . "-~ "!!""" blm!, lo!,e Assembly · · e L'' :)•t ~ 
to make recommendations on the ,reports themselves, as distinct \...,__-~ - ·. 

from the matters reported._ ~ I1ooomma11a:ab.l:"!m 41n tiiao YBJIIIF~ 

t::A/4 / 
±hemsoJ¥~e would amount to approving or disapproving these reports 

and would be contrary to the/conception of the relative positions 

of the Assembly and the Security Council. For this reason he 

opposed the Belgian propos al ~ he Chairman then put the Belgian 

proposal to the vote, the Delegate of Belgium stipulating that 

it should be by roll call. 

Decision: There were 22 affirmative and ~5 PAgative votes; 

· · - ---~ thirds rule. 
• I 

t(o+" Belgium, Bolivia, 

it,,t.,ku' Ethiopia, Greece, 

Argentina, Australia, 

Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Egypt, El Salvad,~ 
' ~ 

Ijran, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New 

Z. ealand, ..J!Frway:, Peru, Philippi ne Commonweal th, Uruguay, and 
,r\/~ 1i111 1:l:.,~w+111 ' Byelorussia)'I S3.R> 

Ve:aezuela'.a v~in bh~kntltrtz:. ~China, Czechoslovakia, 

Dominican Republic, France, Haiti, India, Nicaragua, Turkey, Ukrain~~, 

Union of South Africa, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United 



Honduras, Iraq, Liberia, Panama, Paraguay, and Saudi Arabia,zs P: 

The Delegate of the nominican Republic asked to go on record 
. ~ ~~~~· ~ 

as stating that h1;,;i.1'ott \Egc<1:nsc CM mcess;:;~~ on the11scope (-tt!f "'IC 

of paragraph 1, Section B, Chapter VWO;(l .,,,.,;t'- ~e~7; -
The Delegate of Venezuela proposed an amendment based on 

the Belgian proposal modified to read as follows: 

"Subject to the :sprovisions of paragraph 1 of 
the present Section, the General Assembly should 
have the right to make observations or to give opinions 
concerning reports of the Security Council_,(as are, in /\ s ... c "--
its op~nion, required by the purposes and principles of 
the Charter . 11 

i'he motion was seconded by the Delegatet of Colombia1••r-

~ 
The Delegate of Mexico e:eai1&d to ma:!.c 1:±18 De'!egaCibii·s view 

S.@PilikzQ,~ 9111!!Mf!~ that an amendment qualifying the Assembly's 

powers to discuss and recommend by such expressions as "to make 

observations and give opinions" was in danger of being interpreted 

as a limitation of the Assembly's powers under ;Paragraph 1. 

The Delegates of the United States and the Soviet Union had 
i..:.. ,-,:. (,. JC' ,. • f'\ ,. 'fl.A 

made it perfectly clea;/ that noting in Rragraph 8 could 

EEWNEt detract from the Assembly's rights under '?a,ragraph 1. 

He therefore opposed the Venezuelaiproposal, on the ground that 

it might lead to a Destricted interpretation, and proposed 

instead that the text in the joint report should be adopted 

with the delegion of the word "discuss", kwhich might give rise 

to similar doubts. 

The Delegatew of the Union of South Af'rica and the Soviet 

Union indicated readiness to accept the proposal of the Delegate 



1;0t I ~ a- ~~ot. w-t..a_ k Ir◄ ., . L...'1_ .l✓c.. ot_'et ~ ~o l ~ ~ elf -~e...... ?IJ ;, , 74 cc.. ~ LA--.a...... ~ 
/C:o:J~~ k r7,t .,t_ d.. / C. r~ ~d .. A':;f J cy ,I J 

of Mexico· f' V~ ~ L,n../-{.,.;,._ 'vi::; ~~ ~ t'L- 'l)~ ¼ CJJ._ ~ 
') f.t;..J.~ c,J. r,-Q_' i 1«v rt~ w-.o..&r cC! ..._·._ t ~ r..,; t.. J 1J. fr;:;:f 1'clJ.(-~J 4 :::. 

The Delegates <1f Colombi .....,~!'"-.- __...-u tated that they were -t....e......._ 
f.4t.-t-i..~ 

ready to withdraw the Venezuelan proposal if the interpretation :.e.,._,. 

given ~ p by the Delegates of the United 

States and the Soviet Union was clearly understood by the 

Committee before its vote, and was recorded 

the summary report of the meeting and in the Rapporteur's report 

to the Commission. If this interpretation were not clear there 

was a danger that the general powers given in paragraph 1 might 

be legally held to be qualified by paragraph 8)which dealt with 

the special cases of.El'.l:Ports from the Security Council and other 

bodies . The Delegate of Venezuela added that he recalled with 

misgiving a previous case of an interpretation given by one of 

the sponsorinJ2'.A.i8'9W8'!."'e'~•~hich the other three had afterwards 

rejected. 

The Delegate of Australia moved that, in order fully to 

apply the argument of the Delegate of Mexico, thexl.ast nine 

words of paragraph 8 as recommended in the joint report should 

be deleted. 

The Chairman~ then called for a vote on the motion to 

delete the word "discuss". 

Decision: The .P_Poposal ™ accepted without a dissenti~ 
vote. ~ 

The Chairman then put the Australian amendment to the vote: 

Decision: Approved without a dissenti' ~-

The Chairman then put the whole text of paragraph 8 as 

amended to the vote as follows: 

·~.r<H.~ 



\ 
1 

11 8. The General Assembly should receive and 
consider annual and special reports from the Security 
Council; suchzreports should include an account of the 
measures which the Security Council has adopted or 
applied to maintai~ international peace and security. 

"The General Assembly should receive and con­
sider reports from the other bodies of the Organization . " 

Decisio~: The paragraph was approved without a 

dissent 23:~~ ' 

The Chairman then called for a vote on the proposal to 

rexwmm record in the Summary Report and the Rapporteur's Report 

the following interpretation, adding that its exact terms would 

come back to the Committee for its consideration when ,it dis­

cussed the Rapporteur•s Report: 

That paragraph 8 does .not limit in any way the 
~ .. 

powers of the Assembly_ set forth in paragraphs 1 and ,-.._ 

6, including specifically its powers to discuss and to 

make recommendations as defined in paragraphs 1 and 6. 

•••-.a?ragraph 8 .does not li.m1t in 

-=~==~\\ e Assembly set f th /J.V.. 
th any way th~e power of 

~ ==:;::;;_J_....Y or in P'11ragraphs 1 and 6 d . . --a 
the General Assembl ~~ , an&:FJ,y: 

Yl consider in 
S . - , g reports from the 
ecurity Council 

may exercise the power/or 
· discussion and recommendation stated 

in those paragraphs . 

.. 

------------
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2. Request from the Coordination Committee for clarification 

of the language of Paragraph 1, Section B, Chapter V. 

The Chairman reported that the Coordination Committee had 

asked Committee II/2 to clarify the last sentence of the text of 

1?aragr~ph 1 w~i~ it had adopted on May 29. The query concerned 

the word "immediately": how it should be illlterpreted if the 

Assembly were not in session when the Security Council ceased to 
a.-

deal with,_,,. question. 

The Delegate of Canada proposed that the las 

should be amended to read: 

sentence 

The Secretary General should be required, with the 
consent of the Security Council, to notify the 
General Assembly at each session of any matters 
relative to the maintenance of jrternational peace 
or security which are being dealt with by the Security 
Council and also to notify the General Assembly, ..m;:. 
the embers of the Organization if the Assembly is not 
in session, immediatdy -he Security Council ceases to 
deal with such matters. 

The proposal was seconded by the Delegate of China. 

Decision: Proposad accepted without dissent. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:05 p.m. 
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