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Note to the SecretarY-General 

MISSIO~ OF THE DEPtrTY EMERGENCY RELIEF COORDINATOR 
TO THE PHILI.PPINES, 19-23 NOVEM BER 20 11 

!. l plan to visit the Philippines from !9 to 23 Novc1nber 2011 . The overall objective of my 
mission is to take stock of the humanitarian situation and response. particularl; in Mindanao. 
My agenda will include meetings with the Government. L N agencies. \l(;()s. the !CRC. the 
International Monitoring Team and the diplomatic corps. and also a liclcl trip to humanitarian 
projects in Mindanau fu nded by the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERFl. In my 
discussions. l wiil maintain a dual focus on armed conflicts and natural disasters. hoth of\\hich 
han~ significant humanitarian consequences in the Philippines. 

2. Over the past two years. there has been steady improvement in the humanitarian situ<ition 
in Central Mindanao in relation to the conl1ict between the Government and the \1oro !s[amic 
Liheration Front. Alkr both parties agreed to suspend military operations in July 2009. most or 
the 750.000 people displaced returned home or \vcre rcsctt icd in relocation sites. llmYevcr. most 
returnees rcm<\in vulnerable foliowing years of displacement and insecurity. compounded by 
underdevelopment and nmural disasters. Today. according to the llumanitarian Country Team. at 
least 698,000 displaced. returnees and other conilict-a1Tcctcd people continue to require 
emergency relief and livelihoods support. 

3. 'fhc Philippines is one ofthe most natural disaster prone countries in the \vorld. '\atura! 
hazards include typhoons. Hoods. landslides. earthquakes. tsunamis and volcanic eruptions. Pans 
or iv1indanao have also been susceptible to flooding caused by seasonal monsoon rains. In !\'lay 
and June 201 1. the Government called for international assistance after torrential rains triggered 
widespread flood ing in Central Mindanao. affecting nearly 860.000 pcopic in fl vc pn)\ inccs. ln 
response. the CFRF released USS5 million [~)r lite-saving projects. 

4. During my mission. l will consult \Vith all the key stakeholders on what more can be d<mc 
to strengthen emergency preparedness and response in the Philippines. <md particularly in 
:'v'lindanao. Key issues in the discussions will include humanitmian access. security of stafT and 
operations. coordination, and resource mobilization . ! will also emphasize to all interlocutors the 
importance of responding according to humanitarian principles. in order to ensure that the 
affected people reccin: adequate humanitarian assistance and protection . 

cc : Ms. Clark 
Mr. Nambiar 
Mr. Pascoe 
Mr. Kim 

t lc1 "'1 / 04/oo1 

-

Catherine Bragg 
11 \Jovembcr 20 l1 

EOSG I CENTRAL 

"1 
' 



:\fotc to Mr. Nambiar 

\1 ission to the Philippines 

Please find anached a note to the Secretary-General regarding my upct)ming 
mission to the Philippines. which will take place h·om !9 to::::; !\ovcmber 2011. 

r \\OU!d be grateful if you could kindly submit this to the Secretary-( 1encra!. 

Catherine Bragg 
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