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In the Millennium Declaration adopted at the Millennium Summit in 2000 - a blueprint
for building a better world in the 21st century — the world's leaders committed themselves to
ensuring that the benefits of the new information and communications technologies are available
to all the world's people.

Nowhere is that mission more important than in the realm of higher education.
Universities in developed countries have been taking ever-greater advantage of information
technologies through online learning programmes and other "virtual" efforts. Indeed, an
explosion in the free flow of information and ideas is bringing knowledge and its myriad
applications to many millions of people, creating new opportunities in some of the most vital
areas of human endeavour. It is time for that experience and expertise to reach educational
institutions in the developing world, and for those institutions to be able to share theirs with
counterparts in developed countries. An information society has emerged, and the developing
world must be a full partner in it.

The Global Virtual University under the auspices of the United Nations University and
the United Nations Environment Programme is a fine example of building digital bridges in an
area of crucial importance to human security and prosperity: environmentally sustainable
development. As such it can make an important contribution to efforts to achieve the objectives
set out at last year's World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg. It also offers
the prospect of constructive international cooperation, not only between rich and poor countries
but also within the developing world. I am pleased to know that African universities from
Ghana, Uganda and South Africa are among the participants.

I thank the Government and people of Norway for hosting this initiative, and all others
involved in making it possible. In particular, UNEP GRID Arendal has played a key role in
bringing the participants together. Let us all now work together and do our utmost to ensure that
this invaluable tool succeeds in its efforts to promote education, protect the environment, and
shape a more sustainable future for our world.
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Dear Mr. Mortimer,

I am writing to you to seek your assistance in obtaining a ̂ i||̂ ;̂4|l:̂ ess from the Secretary-
General foir the opening of a new joint initiative involving UNU and UNEP, supported by the
Government of Norway and located at :p^-Arendal, Nqrwa>f! The "Global Virtual University"
will be focused on on-line education in particular related to environment and sustainable
development issues. The Global Virtual University (GVU) will comprise a number of partnerships
with universities in different parts of the world. Initially, the network will include universities in
Ghana, South Africa and Uganda, GVU will be officially launched in Arendal on' 17 June 2003 *
with the presence of the Prime Minister of Norway.

Please find attached a draft message &Q .̂̂ ,̂ t̂̂ ^^&m^»Mory&ia: cbttlidefation. I would
very much appreciate it if^qu- could let me know if I could read such a message on the Secretary-
General's behalfdn"

With best regards,
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DRAFT

Aremial, Norway, 17 June 2003 - Secretary-General's message to the Ceremony to
mark the Official Opening for the Global Virtual University [delivered by Rector
Hans van Ginkel, UN University]

It gives me great pleasure to convey my greetings to this important event that marks the
official opening of the Global Virtual University., focusing specifically on issues of
environmentally sustainable development.

In Una Millennium Declaration, adopted at the Millennium Summit in 2000, the world's
leaders committed themselves to ensuring that the benefits of the new information and
communications technologies (ICTs) are available to all people. One area where this is so
very important is in relation to higher education. If we look at the trends across the globe,
we can see that universities in the North are increasingly taking advantage of ICTs
through virtual universities and online learning programmes. Now is the time to spread
this experience and expertise to universities of the South. The proposed Global Virtual
University under the auspices of the United Nations University (UNU) and the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) would play a key role in supporting the
achievement of this objective.

Tht: Global Virtual University represents a concrete and practical attempt to start bridging
the digital divide. It is well timed and a good example of the type of action-oriented
project that forms an essential follow-on from the Johannesburg Summit Moreover, it is
my view that the current project participants are well placed to promote real progress at
both the regional and global levels in support of e-learning for sustainable development.

Education systems in all countries are experiencing dramatic changes associated with
increased competition and the need to achieve an edge in substantive, commercial and
technological terms. These pressures are compounded by globalization and the
emergence of the information society whereby top universities are reaching out across the
globe to recruit their student bodies. In this context, we need to ask how it will be
possible for universities in the developing world to recruit and educate their most capable
students? What can be done to enhance the role and capacities of universities of the
South? How can culturally diverse approaches to education be protected and the
production of locally appropriate content enhanced?

"What we need are projects like the GVU implemented hi a culturally sensitive manner
and designed to promote South-South knowledge sharing as well as South-North. That is
v/hy I am pleased to see African universities represented here today from Uganda, South
Africa and, my own country., Ghana,

I thank the Government and people of Norway for hosting this initiative, and all others
involved in making it possible. In particular, UNEP GRID Arendal has played a crucial
role in bringing the participants together. I sincerely hope that this opening ceremony
marks the beginning of a new venture that will make an important contribution toward
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promoting education for the environment, positive change into people's lives and in the
longer term, a better and more sustainable world.




