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Translatedfrom Arabic 

Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic 

Office of the President 

Bir Lehlou 

19 March 2009 

Sir, 

Despite documented testimony and the detailed reports of numerous 
international organizations and bodies, including, inter alia, the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Amnesty International, Human 
Rights Watch and the European Parliament, the Government of Morocco persists in 
its grave violations of the human rights of the Sahrawi people, whether in the 
occupied Western Sahara, southern Morocco or Moroccan universities . 

In addition to having been abducted , detained, tortured and terrorized , Sahrawi 
political prisoners, who have been unfairly judged, endure extremely harsh and 
cruel conditions in prison. 

It is with the foregoing conditions in mind that we should like to call your 
attention to the grave situation of Sahrawi political prisoners Ablagh Ali Salim, 
Beryaz Brahim and Khalihenna Aboulhassan, who are presently being held in 
Boulemharez prison in Marrakech. 

The aforementioned prisoners began a hunger strike on 13 February 2009 in 
protest at the appalling conditions which they endure in prison and the humiliating 
manner in which they are being treated . They are demanding that they should be 
considered prisoners of conscience and released post-haste because they are guilty 
of nothing more than being Sahrawis who call for the exercise by the Sahrawi 
people of its inalienable right to self-determination , as set forth in United Nations 
resolutions . 

More than a month into the strike, the health of the prisoners has deteriorated 
to an extremely dangerous and life-threatening level. In addition to suffering from 
nausea, repeated episodes of fainting and constant vomiting of blood, they are 
unable to move. Despite all of that, and despite solidarity hunger strikes by the 
families of those prisoners and by Sahrawi political prisoners in other jails, the 
Moroccan authorities have not raised an eyebrow nor have they looked into the 
prisoners' legitimate claims. 

In view of the urgency of the situation, we call on you to intercede without 
delay with the Moroccan Government in order to halt its neglect of and disregard for 
those prisoners, for whose physical and psychological safety it bears full 
responsibility, and to save their lives. 

Mr. Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary-General of the United Nations 

EXECUTIVE OF' 
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This case is a prime example of how the Moroccan State treats Sahrawi 
political prisoners, whether in the "Black Prison" in Laayoune, the capital of 
occupied Western Sahara, or in Moroccan prisons in Agadir, Tiznit, Taroudant, 
Marrakech, Qunaitra, lnezgane, Ait Melloul, Sidi Slimane and Kalat Sraghna (see 
annex for a list of prisoners) . They are being denied their rights as prisoners of 
conscience and endure appalling conditions in prisons that do not meet international 
standards and are extremely overcrowded. 

The success of your assiduous efforts to reach a just and final settlement to the 
conflict in Western Sahara that ensures the right of the Sahrawi people to self­
determination requires a climate of trust and a desire for cooperation . Such a climate 
cannot be created as long as the Moroccan State continues its grave violations of 
Sahrawi human rights . 

We therefore reiterate our urgent call to release all Sahrawi political prisoners 
and to reveal the fate of more than 500 missing civilians and 151 Sahrawi prisoners 
of war being held by the Moroccan State. We also should like to emphasize that 
immediate action is required to protect the lives of Sahrawi prisoners, for which the 
Moroccan Government has no regard, and the need for the United Nations to fulfil 
its responsibility, either through the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in 
Western Sahara (M1NURSO) or some other mechanism, to protect, monitor and 
report on human rights in Western Sahara. 

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

(Signed) Mohamed Abdelaziz 
Secretary-General, Frente Popular para Ia Liberaci6n 

de Saguia el-Hamra y de Rio de Oro (Frente POLISARIO) 
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Annex 

List of Sahrawi political prisoners in Moroccan jails 

- Hadi Muhammad Mahmud al-Kinan 
- AI-Tahlil Muhammad 
- Muhammad Lahbib Al-Qasimi 
- Hmaidat Ahmad Salim 
- Al-Bashir bin Talib 
- Abdul Ghany Kibdana 
- L' siri al-Salik 
- Al-Salih Amidan 
- Amidan al-Wali 
- Lhmam Salamah Mawlud 
- Yahya Muhammed al-Hafiz 
- AI-Salmi Muhammad al-Mukhtar 
- Lfqir ai-Hassan 
- AI-Burkawi Mahmud 
- AI-Mjahid A' li Buya Miyarah 
- Buba al-Najim al-Mahjub 
- Shrafi Salamah 
- Khalid al-Hassan 
- Bou'mud 'Ali 
- Al-Mahjub 'Aylal 
- Ammar Hammudi al-Mukhtar 
- Fathi Sid Ahmad 
- Albusarawi Muhammad 'Ali 
- Mustafa Abdul Dayim 
- Al-Hassan bin Muhammad bin Lhassan 
- Bou ' nan Muhammad 
- Abdul Jalil Mjahid 
- Belqasim Mahmud 
- Ibrahim al-Khalil Amghimimah 
- Khalihenna Aboulhassan 
- Ablagh ' Ali Salim 
- Beryaz Brahim 
- AI-Hassan Abdallah 
- Hamadi Khbizi 
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