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ress United Nations, New York

SG/SM/3147
SC/4304
19 June 1981

SECRETARY-GENERAL'S SECURITY COUNCIL STATEMENT

FOLLOWING EXTENSION OF UNIFIL'S MANDATE

Following is the text of the statement by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
this afternoon in the Security Council; . :

I have taken note of the resolution just adopted by the Security Council
extending the mandate of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL)
for a further period of six months until 19 December 1981.

Before commenting any further on this, I regret having to inform the
members of the Council of a grave development which occurred this morning.

At 1000 hours local time today, a member of the armed elements who tried
to infiltrate into the UNIFIL area of operation was stopped at a Fijian
position two kilometres east of Qana, the headquarters of the battalion. He
returned shortly after with reinforcements. There was an exchange of fire,
initiated by the armed elements, in the course of which three Fijian soldiers
were taken away by the armed elements to a position near the village of Deir
ATS is} some four kilometres south-east of Qana. Two Fijian soldiers were shot
and killed. The third Fijian soldier has been released.

In a subsequent development, the armed elements seized three more Fijian
soldiers from another UNIFIL position near the Tyre pocket; they have just
been released after having been forcibly detained.

I am deeply concerned at this tragedy which has today cost the lives of
twc more Fijian soldiers. I have immediately taken measures and made contacts
wiLh a view to investigating and regulating this situation. General Callaghan
has cut short his visit to United Nations Headquarters and is returning
forthwith to the UNIFIL area. I have conveyed my deepest condolences to the
Pripe Minister of Fiji and to the bereaved families.

The developments of today and other recent incidents including that of 16
March, when three Nigerian soldiers died as a result of shelling by the de
facto forces, underline the very serious difficulties which UNIIL has
encountered in fulfi l l ing its mandate.

(more)
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9 June 1981

SECRETARY-GENERAL'S STATEMENT AT JAPAN RATIONAL PRESS CENTRE IN TOKYO

Following is the text of a statement made by Secretary-General Kurt
Waldheim today at a press conference in the Japan National Press Centre, Tokyo;

Let me first of all thank you for your kind invitation to this luncheon.
I welcome this opportunity to meet with you today and to acquaint you with my
views on the international situation.

Our ireeting coincides with very serious developments, of which you are
all aware. The bombing of an Iraqi nuclear plant is in clear contravention of
international law and must be condemned,, During the night I issued the
statement in which I expressed my great concern. As I said, this development
has to be viewed with the utmost seriousness, not only in itself but as
regards possible consequences for international peace and security. I am
following the situation closely. In fact , I have just spoken personally with
the President of the Security Council in New York and I am being kept ful ly
informed of developments.

My visit to Japan also takes place at a time of increasing tension
between East and West, especially the two super-Powers on the one hand, and of
stagnation in the North-South dialogue on the other. There can be no doubt
that there is a growing distrust and lack of confidence among the nations of
the world. I must emphasize here that the United Nations needs a minimum of
confidence and dialogue among the Member States, particularly the great
Powers, in order to play an effect ive role in the efforts to find solutions to
the many diff icul t problems we face at this time.

Let me be very candid; immediately after the war, when the United
Nations came into being, there was far more readiness to promote international
co-operation and to make use of international organizations than there is
today. The reason for this is simply that the disastrous consequences of the
Second World War were still fresh in the minds of all countries. Today,
nations are unfortunately inclined to give priority to their own short-term
interests over the long-term interests of mankind. Only if they are in urgent
need do they come to ther United Nations for help, often when it is already too
late.

(more)
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There is a striking paradox in the world today. Everybody realizes the
neec for disarmament, ful ly recognizing the catastrophic consequences of a
continuation of the present arms race. However, the sale of arms goes on
unabated ana more than $500 billion are spent each year on armaments. The "
world has reached an overkill and still nations are not ready to make a
concerted ef for t to stop the trend and sit down to serious talks on /"**
disarmament 0

Here again, we are faced with the problem of mutual distrust . I hope
that the meeting between the Foreign Ministers of the United States and the
Soviet Union, which is scheduled for September of this year, will constitute a
new beginning in the ef for t s to restore dialogue and resume disarmament
negotiations in a meaningful way. It is my firm impression that the
super-Powers are not interested in a military confrontation, although they
indeed have different concepts of international af fa i rs and of how to tackle
world problems.

Japan is the only country which has been a victim of a nuclear war and I,
therefore, ful ly understand its interest in nuclear disarmament and
corresponding negotiations. It has participated very constructively in the
work of the Committee on Disarmament in Geneva and other United Nations bodies
dealing with this essential subject. I know the interest the Japanese people
are taking in the preparations for the second United Nations special session
on disarmament, to be held next year, which will provide a further opportunity
to make significant progress on this issue of such vital importance for the
survival of humanity.

In this connection, I must , of course, refer to the many regional
tensions and conflict situations which exist in the world, whether in Asia,
Afr ica , the Middle East or elsewhere. If these conflicts are not resolved,
the danger remains that the great Powers may become involved in one way or
another, even if this is not their intention. I consider that it is,
therefore, our foremost duty to make every effort to solve these regional
problems. The United Nations can play a most useful role in this regard,
since it very often provides the only viable mechanism in which the contending
parties have confidence.

Another source of deep concern to me is the stalemate in the North-South
dialogue. Our endeavours to launch global economic negotiations, including,
for the first time, the energy issue, have so far remained unsuccessful . I am
deeply convinced that there can be no lasting stabil i ty in the world while
millions continue to exist in a state of absolute poverty and deprivation. It
is, therefore, essential that renewed effor ts be made to overcome the present
deadlock and I sincerely hope that the forthcoming Ottawa and Mexico summits
will help to achieve a breakthrough.

There is, unfortunately, another scourge with which the world community
is faced today; the problem of international terrorism. Never before have we
been confronted with such a wave of terrorist activity. We, therefore, have
to make every effort to deal effect ively with this very disturbing
phenomenon. Cur endeavours have to be on two levelsi f irst ly, by promoting

(more)
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better co-operation among States, and secondly, by ensuring adequate security
measures by individual countries.

We, at the United Nations, have worked out a number of international
conventions on such matters as hijacking, hostage-talcing and the protection of
diplomats. But the best resolution, the best international convention, cannot
succeed if the Governments concerned do not co-operate in implementing them.

I wish, in conclusion, to pay tribute to Japan for its strong and
steadfast support of the United Nations and its endeavours to achieve a better
world for all. In my talks with Japanese leaders, I have been greatly
encouraged by your country's positive and constructive att i tude towards the
world Organization. I take this opportunity to express my warm gratitude to
the Government and people of Japan for the hospitality and kind welcome
extended to me during my visit.

Finally, let me say that in the very complex world situation which we
face today, no instant solutions of crises and conflicts are possible.
Patient diplomacy and unceasing perseverance in our efforts are necessary in
order to solve these problems. This is not always realized by the public, and
the press can certainly help us in creating a true understanding of the issues
involved and of the work of the world Organization.
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SG/SM/3135
HE/586
2 June 1981

SECRETARY-GENERAL'S MESSAGE ON WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY

5 June 1981

Following is the text of a statement by Secretary-General Kurt WsldbeiTn
on the occasion of World Environment Day, 5 June:

World Environment Day furnishes an occasion for all nations to reaf f i rm
their commitment to the care and protection of the natural surroundings of
human life. On this day, we can take satisfaction from the fact that more and
more Governments are showing increasing concern for the biosphere in their
domestic policies. Such concern is also reflected in the International
Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade. The
world community knows that it can no longer ignore the need to save the
environment from deterioration if human health and well-being are not to be
irreparably injured.

However, while this awareness has grown during the years since the
Stockholm Conference, the world has witnessed a variety of environmental
accidents which serve as warnings of the dangers that need to be avoided. The
diverse issues raised by the impact of growing consumption and technological
progress on the earth's resources must be kept under continuous and careful
review. This year, the United Nations Environment Programme has identified
three topics as especially timely, the need to protect our supplies of usable
ground water, the question of the effects on the biosphere of toxic chemicals
and the ongoing challenge of environmental economies.

Ground water is our most importance source of reliably pure water, which
is absolutely essential for human life. It is vitally necessary in the
present decade that we take stringent measures for guarding this most precious
resource from the contamination which could be catastrophic for the social and
economic life of all nations. In the matter of toxic chemicals and their
proliferation, the pressing environmental needs must be reconciled with the
equally crucial necessity of economic development. In facing this problem, we
have to bear in mind that saving our biosphere from irreversible damage is a
worthwhile investment by any calculation. It cannot be denied that pollution
imposes a cost much greater than that of protecting the environment. This is
true of both developed and developing countries.

(more)
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The value of a healthy environment cannot be wholly quantified.
Nevertheless, the relevant economic analyses can serve a most useful purpose
in helping us to devise development strategies for enhancing the material
standards, as well as the quality of human life.

We owe it to present as well as future generations not to dissipate our
natural heritage. To preserve the balance between man and nature is an aim
fundamental to the stability and progress of wcrld civilization. This is the
objective to which us must rededicate ourselves on this ninth Viorld
Eriv ir oniaen t Day ,
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MESSAGE OF SECRETARY-GENERAL TO COUNCIL FOR NAMIBIA MEETINGS,

PANAMA CITY, 2-5 JUNE 1981

Following is the text of a message by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
read on his behalf today at the extraordinary plenary meetings of the United
Nations Council for Namibia taking place 2-5 June in Panama City;

The convening of these extraordinary plenary meetings of the Council for
Namibia in Panama, at the request of the General Assembly, reflects the
special concern and urgency which the United Nations accords to the solution
of the question of Namibia. It is in this spirit that I should like to convey
to you, Mr. President, and to the members of the Council, my very best wishes
for your deliberations,

I would like to express to His Excellency Dr. Aristides Royo, President
of Panama, to his Government and to the people of Panama my deep appreciation
for their generous hospitality and for the waxm reception accorded to the
pa*'ticipants in these extraordinary plenary meetings. The kind invitation
extended to the Council to hold this important session in Panama City is a
further demonstration of the strong support which Panama has consistently
given to the aims and activities of the United Nations since the early years
of the world Organization.

The holding in Panama of these meetings, moreover, recalls the role of
the great Bolivar in his e f fo r t s , at the Conference of Panama, to promote
international co-operation in the Americas in the construction of a prosperous
and democratic future for the peoples of this region. The aspirations of
Bolivar are today shared by an overwhelming majority of the peoples of the
world in their commitment to the freedom, independence and sovereignty of
States „

While the cause of self-determination of peoples has triumphed throughout
almost all the world, unfortunately the people of Namibia have still not
achieved their independence. In this connection, I greatly regret that the
Geneva Conference on Namibia, held last January, did not achieve its
objective. There, I believe, a great opportunity to move forward to a
resolution of the question was missed when South Africa indicated that it was
not yet prepared to sign a cease-fire agreement and to proceed with the
implementation of resolution 435 (1978).

••(moT-e") "
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The lack of agreement in Geneva has given rise to the most serious
international concern. It is evident that the current impasse is having &
destructive impact, not only on the situation in Namibia itself, but also on
the prospects of a peaceful and prosperous future for the region as a whole.
It is, indeed, also affecting international relations on a wider scale. In
these circumstancess it is essential that efforts be intensified to achieve
Namibia's independence without further delay, and that Security Council
resolution 435 (1978) remain the basis for the settlement of this goal. I
shall continue, in this spirit and within this framework, to work for an early
solution to this question.

May 1 take this opportunity, Mr. President, to express both to you, and
to the wen-bers of the Council, my appreciation for your unceasing efforts on
behalf of the people of Namibia. May your deliberations further our objective
of. bringing Namibia, rapidly, to its rightful place among the free and
independent members of the United Nations.

* *** *
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SECRETARY-GENERAL REMEMBERS BARBARA WARD 'WITH GRATITUDE AND ADMIRATION1

The following statement on behalf of Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim was
made today by a United Nations spokesman:

The Secretary-General has heard Mith great sorrow of the death of
Baroness Jackson of Lodsworth (Barbara Ward) . Virtually since the foundation
of the United Nations, Barbara Ward played a unique role in interpreting to
world public opinion the economic and social problems which the United Nations
is facing and the means and approaches by which these problems might best be
tackled. She had an extraordinary talent for explaining complex matters in a
simple and forceful way and for lending the force of her intellectual and
literary talent to the pursuit of the great economic and social goals of our
time. The titles of some of her books give an idea of her contribution — The
Rich Nations and the Poor Nations (1962), Spaceship Earth (1966), The Widening
Gap (1971) and (with Rene Dubois) Only One Earth (1972).

Until her death, Barbara Ward was an active contributor to the great task
of economic development, among other things in her capacity as President of
the Institute for Environment and Development in the United Kingdom. She
played a particularly important role in the organization of the 1972 United
Nations Conference on the Human Environment and her writing about this
subject, including Only One Earth, was extremely important in giving that
historic conference its very great impact.

As a passionate friend and proponent of international co-operation in all
its best forms, Barbara VJard will be sorely missed. She is remembered at the
United Nations with gratitude and admiration.

* *** *
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