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J. Securitv 

l. The reporting period saw significantly higher incident levels than the prev; u L, ~ · 

\Veeks, with only the NER and CR reporting a decrease in activity . ,\'[i liu;·y 
operat ions remain ongoing in much of,fue SR, SER. and ER, and an operauor: 
conm1eaced in Badgbis Province during the week The types of incidents 
repo ned during the week remained consistent, with insurgents focusing 
primarily on small scale anned clashes and ambushes, standoff attacks and 
IED attacks. 

2. Significant numbers of armed clashes occurred in both the SR and the ER, 
v.i th insurgents 011erating in both regions in slightly larger numbers than seen 
ir: r"'cenr weeks. The week also sav.' renewed insurgent attacks on dis lTiCi 
cer1lTes, inclmling we11 coordinated and executed temporan takeover:- oi' 
Gulist;:uJ and Bak"Wa Districts of Farah Province believed to be perpelrated by 
insurgents moving out of Helmand Province. These tvvo incidems, combined 
with attacks on police check points and security forces along the ring road in 
the SR and WR as well as high levels of criminal activity in these areas, 
continue to impede the delivery of humanitarian supplies throughout much of 
the south and west of the country. Incidents in the districts surrounding 
Kandahar City, especially Arghandab, resulted in a significant amount of 
attention during the week. The tensions in the district, the result of both iocal 
power struggles and AGE interference, significi:llltly heightened the perception 
ofiDsecurity in Kandahar City. Additionally, the SER and ER saw an iTJCrease 
ie LED incidents, including the discov·ery of over 14 IEDs in Khost Province 
d\tring ti1e course of a single day. The increase in activity throughout the 
cou.n uy appears to be the result of both Security Force operations and a 
notable increase in insurgent initiated actions, supporting the indications 
reported last week that both sides of the Afghan conflict intend to continue 
operations into the winter. 

3. Two rockets were fired into Bamyan city on the morning of 29 October, with 
one impacting near the ANBP/DIAG ·compound and the second on the north 
side of the air strip. Wbile the exact perpetrators and motives have not been 
con.fume<i, it is believed the attack was carried out by local fac6ons who 
consider themselves to have been marginalized by the current political 
leadership in the area. While not believed to have specifically targeted the 
u'N, tbis incident is similar to the incidents in August against the U N MAC in 
Hirat and highlights that although tlns attack is again linked to factional issues 
and not AGE, the potential for injury and damage to UN staff and facilities 
rem::tins present. 

4 . Criminal activity continues to directly affect the greater humanitarian and 
development community, with three incidents occurring during the w eek. ln 
two cases, one in the ER and one in the WR, INGO vehicles were forcibly 
stopped and their occupants robbed. Additionally, in the NR, l WO armed m ei t 
anempred to mliTder an JNGO national staff member. The ex act m otives fix 
: L:i~. att3ck remain unclear and investigations cont)nue. 
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5. Then~ were three suicide ;.macks over the reporting period, and one potential 
suic[de bomber arrested. These three a·ttacks fit into knmvn trends of number, 
cype, targeting and location as two of three incidents were BBIEDs, r-;vo of 
trufe targeted Security Forces, and the •in::idents occulTed in the SR and SFR. 

6. Also Ju.rrng the reporting period, UNAJVlA and \VFP spearheaded 3. rec;t~es1 

ten ac increase i_n numa.nitarian access throughout the countTy The Tt.d ihar: 
h<.,. v(· ag:ain responded positively in both fom1al and in:fom1aJ statements :.:, z; 

UN c:aJl for unhindered access. Additi:onally, a convoy of WFP goods stolen 
by AGE during the week was returned and a polio vaccination campaign in 
the SR and SER occurred without incident. 

7. The next reporting period wi.lJ likely see relatively consistent numbers of 
1nciuenr.s with a continued use of am1ecl claslles, in timidatjon, stand-off 
aTTacks, LEDs and sujcide attacks oy insurgents throughout the cou-ntry <iS \:-.reH 
as continued crimi_nal and i~-tctional activity in the north and west. Abducliur, 
tor po !.iticaJ or crilninal motives remains the highest threat to TJJ'..J sr?tfJ­
followed by attacks against ON programmes and facilities for localize cJ 
fact ional reasons and thirdly, collateral damage due to IED and suic ide 
attacks . 

H . Political Developments 

8. On .:\ November, President Karzai attended a ceremony at the Ministry of 
Public Health to celebrate improvements in public health in Afghanistan. Tbe 
number of children dying before the age of five has dropped from an 
estimated 257 per 1,000 in 2001 to 191 in 2006. 

9. On 3 November, President Musharraf suspended Pakistan's constitution, 
explaining that rising Islamic extremism and terrorism had forced him to take 
emergency measures. He also replaced the chief justice and blacked out 
independent media. Although Musharraf's speech did not refer to the 
internationally sensitive issue of elections, Foreign Minister Kasm"i 
subsequently addressed the diplomatic corps, stating that the period of 
emergen cy mle would be short and that elections would be held in 2008. It is 
not yet clear how the state of emergency wil1 affect the Afghanistan-Pakistan 
mini J.irgas that were due to be held in early November. 

·1 0. The Afghan media misrepresented Minister Aunar's plans to provide separate 
ianguage schooling for Pashto and Dari speakers. The Education Minister had 
considered alternative options for a small group of children who spoke only 
Pashto and the proposal for separate schooling was designed to ensure that all 
Afghan children could benefit from state schooling in their fust language. 

1 1. W J Speaker Qanocmi remrned frorn \Vashington, stating that the U S was in 
a~Jeement tha1 there should be no negotiations ~th blacklisted Taliban. It 
:remains unclear exactly what this means in practice. 

12. Mullah Abdul Salam and a number of members of his Alizai tribe have been 
involved in discussions on 'Norking witb the Government. He bas also been i.r 
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direct contact vvith Raisi Baghran and 1Sher Mohammed Akhundzada. Mullah 
Salam had been fighting alongside the Taliban in Helmand province. 

1 3. The German Chancellor' s visit to A'fghanistan emphasised continued and 
strong German conunitment to Afghanistan. In a move that defied publ1r 
opinion, Gennany's parliament voted last month to renew the mandate of their 
!TOO)JS in Afglu.mist~m for a year with a surprisingly strong majority of almosl. 
80(~/;'l , 

14. On 4 November, Ghaws Zalmai, spokesperson of the Attorney General, was 
arrested while crossing the border at Torkham. He was accused by the 
Ministry of Hajj and the Wolesi Jirga of blasphemy for distributing a 
translation of the Quran '.without the accompanying Arabic text. UNAM.'\. is 
seeking clarification nf the grounds upon which he is being detained and his 
posi~ion vis-i-vis the ·::.onstitution and Sharia. 

15. On 28 October, in Herat, the UK and I US governments announced r.hat thc·y 
would allocate US$12.5 million for development projects to districts which 
did not cultivate poppy. The amount allocated last year under the good 
performance initiative to districts was only US$500,000. 

llum~m Rights 

16. The practice of honour killings remains a serious concern. In the Eastem 
Region, on 28 October UNAMA received reports of two separate honour 
killings in Laghman province. Although ANP Lahgman arrested perpetrators 
in both cases, UNANIA will monitor ithe cases due to fears that police can 
refer t11e perpetrators to a Jirga. H0nour killings were also reported in 
Khoyghani and Dari Noor Districts, Nangarhar. In the Eastern Region, 
U1.'J.A.Jv1A has documented .3 l cases of honour killings since January 2007. 
Most of them remain unsolved. 

17. UNM1A continues to support the work of the Department of the Ministry of 
Women's Affairs (DoW A). In the Western region, UNAMA conducted a one­
day training for Badghis DoW A on; the UNIFEM database on cases of 
violence against women (VA W). UNAMA also cooperated with the AIHRC 
w omen' s rights section with training on women's rights provisions contamed 
in A .. (~an laws and VA W. In. Farah, the Head of the Do WA informed 
UNPJ\1A that for the last 6 months, she has been receiving telephone threats 
to stop worhng for DoW A or defending women' s rights and to not report the 
threats to any security official. In a ·Similar incident, a hand-grenade was 
thro·v-m into the DoW A office in Ghar Province on 24 October, causing 
strucmral damage to the building. No 'clear motivation for the latter incident 
bas yet been established. 

l R. Afghan >!GO CHA launched a pilot project tit1ed ' Legal Education Training,' 
funded ':;y LJt,JDP and CHA in close collaboration from the Ministry of 
Education. In Herat province, the project aims to provide the training of 
trainers fClr 5 school teachers who willlin tum be responsible for training 160 
schoo} teachers in Herat city, Enjil and IGuzara districts on basic human rights, 
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including Islamic perspective and human rights provisions 111. the Afghan 
Conscimtion. 

19. On i N ovember, UNAMA met the Programme Department of the Ministry of 
Rural Rehabilitation and Development• (MRRD) to discuss topics including 
infomlation-sharing and emergency coordination. MRRD appreciated 
UNAlvl.A's participation ill the National Emergency Response ComnJission 
(NERC) at the national level and emphasized similar participation at th e 
regional and provincial leveL 

20. On l November, UNA1\1A organized and facilitated a coordination meeting 
for progranm1e staff from UNHCR, UN1CEF, WFP and IOM. The purpose of 
the meeting was to rationalize and simplify th e contingency plan for the 
inu:nediate response that the agencies will mount collectively to forihcoming 
potential mass deportations of Afghanlrefngees and economic migrants from 
Iran. The UN contingency plan will now be brought in line with the 
Government's (1v1inistry of Refugees and Repatriation) plan. It will then be 
subnut1ed to the relevant Agency Heads for their agreement and comm.itmenr 
of the necessary resources, and it will_ 'also b e presented to the Govenunent at 
h igh level. 

III. Regional Developments 

2 1. K unduz authorities expressed their concerns over ran1pant corruption, 
increased smuggling and unauthorised crossings at the Sher Khan Ban dar 
border crossing point. Reportedly, most of the border police personnel are 
relatives of Border Commissioner Sailam, who is from a tribe from Takhar. 
The Governor proposed to completely change the staff and establish a 
comm ission to assess the real status of affairs there. Representative of the U S 
State D epartment in tum promised to iorganize a meeting of US Embassies in 
A fghanistan and T ajikistan to prevent violations on the border. The Chief of 
NDS proposed to weigh all trucks crossing the border to avoid uncontrolled 
smuggling. Recently a delegation of businessmen from Tajikistan visited 
Kunduz and Takhar and with the opening of the bridge over the Amu River, 
inter-regional trade between the two cmmtries is expected to increase. 

22 . O n 2 November, in Mazar-i-Sharif; Hezbi Wahdati Mardom Afghanistan 
Party elected m embers of its central council as well as Balkh provincial 
representatives. Around 1,000 supporters of the party turned up and elected 13 
persons as members ofthe central cormcil and 60 persons as representatives to 
anend the upcoming congress of th e party in Kabul. The leader of Hezbi 
Wahdati Mardom A.fghanistan, H aji tMohammad Mohaqiq, urged the elected 
representatives to be active ill · the fonhcoming congress. Sim ilar 
meetings/elections will be h eld in the,15 provinces throughout the country. 

23 . The Pr operty Dispute Working Group, consisting ofUNAMA, lJNHCR, NRC 
an d AIHRC, m et to discuss a key land dispute in Saripul province. 
Discussions were fruitful as members identified information needed to clarify 
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the '.complaint, identify relevant authorities responsible and determine joint 
action to ad dress the complainL More importantly, this meeting marks a move 
towards greater cooperation between the four organisations. 

24. The Minister of Agriculture and Livestock, together with the Minister of 
Border and Tribal Mfairs and some members of parliament, inaugurated a 3-
day Agriculture Fair in Mazar on 1 November_ Representatives of United 
States Agency for International Development (USAID), Uzbekistan and 
Tajikistan Embassies, regional and international traders, UN, NGOs, Balkh 
authorities, Balkh PC members as well as the heads of agriculture departments 
of the five Northem provinces all attended the Agriculture Fair. The purpose 
of the fair was to provide opportunit:ies for Afghanistan and international 
business sector, NGOs, and fanners to learn about new agriculture 
organisations and to meet with potential buyers and sellers. 

25. On J. November, a large meeting took place at the district centre in Arghandab 
(Kandahar). The District Commissioner :reported that 250 people were 
present, including the Provincial Governor and representatives of the PC and 
MJ, local elders, ANSF and ISAF. In addition to discussing the heavy figb.ting 
that has taken place in the district and visiting the site of fighting, the 
Governor encouraged displaced persons to return home. There were also 
discussions on the need to ensure the establishment of security posts on routes 
to/from Khakrez and Shah W ali Kot 1districts, so as to minimize the risk of 
future incursions. 

26. On October 28, a Presidential Decree to recruit 500 auxiliary police forces 
was submitted to the local Shuras of Shindand by General Gharibshah Mol 
Chief of Recruitment, Herat Governor's representative and some PC 
members. The delegation and local Shura of Shindand district agreed that the 
exercise to take place on the following week. Local Shuras in Shindand 
insisted on recruiting ANAP from tb.e area, as they believe that forces from 
The area will be responsible and able to maintain stability to the area. 

27. Joint efforts have ·widely been mobilized by UNAMA and ANDMA to 
encourage all potential actors, includmg the NGO community operating in the 
region, to take pati in winterization planning and ultimate response. The R­
CDMT, in which the UNRT plays a substantial role every year, anticipates 
serious shortcomings in tenus of humanitarian response in the .impending 
v.inter. This takes into account the emerging internal displacement of fanl.ilies 
in. Badghis, Herat and Ghor coupled with the ongoing deportation of Afghan 
families, wbo mostly settle in the western provinces. 

28. The deportation of Afghans through the Islamqala crossing point has 
continued with 1,872 persons deported. The Government of Iran has also 
started deporting documented Afghan families from Golestan province, one of 
the 19 provinces declared as no-go areas. According to the credible sources, 
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35 fmnilies - al1 documented ·- were deported thTough Islar:nqala crossrng 
point. 

2.9 The Ci;ril Service Commission contimres with the recruitment of staffthrougt 
the PAR process. During previous week, intervie\VS were completed for 
edliCati on directors in 14 districts in Nangarhar while, in coordination wiu':l the 
Department of Agriculture in Laglunan province, tests Jnd interviews wen: 
completed for a total of 22 out of 70 vacant posts in the Department of 
Agriculture in Laghman. 

30. IJ} support of the :local goven1;;'1uce secto.r, UN"AM:A held 3 serie~ of m eetings 
with DAI n.:presenta.tives for local governance in order to increase their 
activiLies towards capacity building: prograrmnc::s for civil servants and 
i :nc~r · ... ";.D.;~cd o:ttont.ton on ..lT'l<lO,p~no.enT .A._(.JI.uln7 ..... i I :.,., j i vr: "R: r.il. ll 111 o:l,.J n .l l;~vil Cc..lv·ioo 

Commission and Afghan NationaJ D isaster Management Authority. DAI will 
hire rhrec consultants for the period of one year in all provinces in the eastern 
reg1on Lo support the governor' s_ office, provincial development corru11ittee 
and the line department directors. 

31 ... UNA ... ivlA. organised a meeting between the Panjshir and Kapisa NDS during 
which the issues of security, as weld as measures for preventing weapons 
smuggling and movc."'D.ent of Taliban between those two provinces were 
discussed ... A similar meeting between the ANP of Tagab and Sorobi (Kabul 
1'rovince) will take place next week.- The NDS heads of the provinces will 
develop a joint plan action that would address the aforementioned security 
issues. 

32. AlliRC conducted a s1x day pilot workshop on conflict resolution and 
mediation that covered a range of topics including conflict and violence, 
con.flict analysis, peace making, conflict resolution, and rnediation. The main 
aim of this workshop was to strengthen the capacity of AlHRC staff in 
Bamyan in tenns of conflict resolution mechan.ism.s and other institutions, 
such as UN agencies, the Ulema Council, the judiciary and local NGOs, also 
attended the sessions. Participants of the workshop proposed the establishment 
of a nerwork in Bamyan to teach and iimplement learned methodologies at the 
district level a.s a. complementary way to deal with conflicts among 
GOITLtnuni.ties or individuals beside the current formal and informal justice 
sys:erns in place in the region ... 

33. In Dai Kundi province, BakhtaT Development Network (BDN), the BPHS 
implementing partner for the Ministry of Public Health, has activated 
additional health .f.3.cilities througho;ut the province. These planned health 
facilities (HFs) include one provincial hospital, 14 basic health centers, 3 
conlpH'!hensive health centers, 4 co~prebensive health centers, 5 sub centers 
anJ 300 health posts r.hroughout t;,e province. Currently there are a total of 28 
health facilities operating in the pro "~Yi nce. This is a sign.ificant improvement 
wher: compared to the 9 health facilities in the province in the recent past. All 
the 28 health facilities have been supplied with medicines and basic 
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equipment that would meet the emengency needs during the barsh winter 
mont11S ahead. 

[Drafted by Suh - OSRSGl 


