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ORGANISATION DES NATIONS ‘* UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION
UNIES AU CONGO N Ay IN THE CONGO
e

INTER-OFFICE  MEMORANDUM

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

4 July 1961
A: Colonel J.J.Quinn, Acting Chief of Staff

DE: S5, Habib Ahmed, Chief Administrative Officer

oeer: Banana Base

. Following our meeting yesterday I am sending
herewith & copy of a note on the Banana Base pre-
pared along the lines of our discussions. I should
be grateful if you will let us have the decision
of the Force Commander in the matter in due course.
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BANANA BASE 5 LY N
4 July 1961

The ONUC forces stationed at Banana evacusted the Base esarly
in Merch as a result of inecldents with the ANC. No United Nations
personnel wee sble to visit the Base subseguently but as a result
of contacts recently made by fir. Mollet, Base Administrator st
Kitona, the ice has been = mewhet broken. /ir. Mollet was asked to
give a report on the latest situation which he has submitted in his
memo dated 26 June, copy enclosed,

Consideration has been given to the guestion as to whether the
time wes ripe for diccussions with the Congolese authorities for the
return of United Nations troops to the Base. The general view of
senior ONUC Heedqguerters officiesle is thet it would be m eferable
if suech negotiatione were deferred until ONUC forces had resumed
their position at Metadi. On the other hend it is felt that since
the ANC unit et B.nana would constitute the mein obstacle to the
return of UeN. troops te the Base, preliminary discussions might be
opened with Ceneral Mobute, with a view teo prepering the ground fer
eventual discussions with the government sutherities. In this
connection the senior ONUC military officers sre of the view thet
since the Bananes Bese is of little significence at present from
ONUC's operational stendpeint the poseibility of stationing there
a small ONUC naval unit which would serve the dual purpose of provid-
ing the United Nations presence et the Base and underteking some
training activities might be more practicable and mlso perhaps
scceptable to Congolese euthorities. This proposal would be further
considered by the force Commander whe may in due course submit it
formally to Headguarters, WNew York, for considerstion end ebtzining
the services of a small naval unit fremce céumtry. such as Swedens

In the meantime ONUC would continue to discharge itsfesponsi-
bility for the maintenance of the Base by continuing teo maintain
the services of seven Longolese workers end such visits of engineers,
techniciens end administret ive personnel from the Kitone Base as
could be errenged with the local ANC. It is recognized that this
arrangement does not constjitute the fulfilment of United Nations

responsibility for the maintemence of the Base. It could only be

regarded as an effort towsrds the e ventual restoretion of United
Nations position at the Bases

Ss Habib Ahme d
Chief Administretive Officer
onNuc





