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TO: 
A• 

"_ UNITED NATIONS 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Mr. G. Lansky, Director 
Field Operation Services 

(~) NATIONS UNIES 
~ -~& 
~ 

MEMORANDUM INTERIEUR 

DATE, _1_5_M_a_r_c_h_l_9_7_6 __ _ 

.-,' 
REl'ERENCE: ______ _ 

• 11 

THROUGH : 
8/C OE : 

FROM : M. Rego-Monteiro, Secretary 
Council for Namibia 

OE: 

SUBJECT: 
OBJET: Bi~diny, of documents of the International Conference on Namibia 

and Jf._~an _}3_i p;hts held in Dakar 

1. The Council for Namibia would like to have bound, for its own 

use, three sets of documents of the Dakar Conference. Each set occupies 

two volumes and is therefore a question of binding six volumes at 

an approximate cost of$ 8.00 each. 

2. I should be f, rateful if you would authorise the library to under­

take this work, using the usual bookbinding contractor. 

3. In addition, the Council is donating another three sets to the 

library, which the library will have bound at its own expense. 

CC : Mr. P. Ruedas 

Mr. I. Schwartz .. 
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OE: M. Rego-Monteiro, Secretary 

Council for Namibia 
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TR. /i/5 (!) 

SUBJECT: 
OBJET: Bindinp, of documents of the International Conference on Namibia 

andJl~an lBJghts held• in Dakar 

l. The Council for Namibia would like to have bound, for its own 
I 

use, three sets of documents of the Dakar Conference. Each set occupies 
f 

two volumes and is therefore a question of bindinp, six volumes at 

an approxim~te :~ost of$ 8.00 each. 

2. I should be p,rateful if you would authorise the library to under­

take this work, using the usual bookbindinP, contractor. 

3. In addition ,, :the Council is donating another three sets to the 

library, which the library will have bound at its own expense. 
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Mr. -~~d L Uarr\t Direct.or 
Ac-counto D1viBion 
Ortic: or Flnanoial Senicoa 

OeoJrgo Lanaq,. Director 
J"iel4 01-'<>rationo Servi ~ 
Otftco ot Oeneral Semcee 

I 
Per Dion Rate - J)Q)1.ar - . . __ ,_......_,... 

21 MAY 1876 

1. As rou knov, t.he Council tor na..~bia travollod to Da!mr• 

fkmegal on 3 Je.nuary 1916 tor a conference that. 1aate4 uatU. 9', 
' 1::~ 

Jan'U0.17 1916. 

2 . .All ~• pu-tieipute vcre adneed in accontonce with 'DSA/6 

ettcctiYO 1 Deeeabor 1915, tbAt the basic 4&11:, l"ate · • $4).CO tor 

nuv. 

3. ' An ve have not 1'CN!olvc4 DSA/T (vblah ahovs llo.ku ete. c.\ 

$42.00 r day et'foct.ivc l Jan.uo.ry 197G) dated T Janua.ry 1916 

16 J WP'Y 1976, vu vioh to ha.Ye yov awrovol to hold the 

$1i3. 00 for the purposoe en4 dvation ot thia conto-rcmce. '· 

O. Rives-fliesoel 
A. Knvncld 
M. Fl.Gne.gan 
n~L. Smith 
u. Jtego-Moateiro 
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U J!C / 5 FO. T NG FRO REGO -MONTEIRO COUNCIL FOR MI .IA 

DEC Eu AF'TE I FO . t\L CO lSULTATIOlvS IN THE EVENING OF 5 JAN 1 ARY 

OT TOHOl.D AN OFF' l OIAL E SSIO OF' THE COUNCIL IN DAKAR ON 9 

J tfH A Y A -I NIT I L.LY SCHEDUJ..ED TOD~Y 7 J NUARY THE COU JCIL 

WtLLVISI! PRESIDE fJT SE GHOR OF SENEGAL REGARDS 

F' .RET DAKOM NIPRESS 

COL :S 5 9 7 

.. 



14:45 h 

15:45 h 

PROGRAMME OF THURSDAY 8 .J.I\.NUARY 1976 

Plen~ry meetin~ unde r tho chairmanship of President 
Kebe! M'Bnye 

- General report by Mr . A. Dicye 

- Adoption of the Declaration of Daknr on Namibi a nnd 
0 Hum~n Rights and of the Progr ~mme of Action 

Adjournment: 

rt 

Rpsum~tion of tho meeting under the cha irmanship of 
His Excellency Mr. Abdou Diou f, Prime Minister of the 
Re public of. Senegal 

Presenta ti on of the Doblnr nt ion of Dakar on Namibia 
and Human Ri Ghts by Mr, K~ba M' Bnyo , President o f the 
C/onference . 

i -
Addresses of thanks by: 

Mr. Ganshof Van Der Mecrsch , President n .i. of the 
Internationa l I nstit ut e of Bunmrr Rights 

Mr. Se&n Mac Bride, Unit ed Nnti ons Commissioner for 
1. Namibia 

~ Closing address by ll i s Excellency Mr. Abdbu Diouf, 
Prime Minister of the Republi c of Senegnl. 



D R A F T 

AIDE-MEMO IRE 

The Council for Namibia after informal consultations 

in Dakar decided that the agenda initially agreed upon for 

a meeting of the Council in Dakar at the end of the Inter-
',JI 

national Conferenc e on Namibia nnd Human Rights wns no longer 

justified in the light of developmsnts r elat ed to the conve­

ning of th0 summit meeting of the Organization of African 

Unity. In particular, the bringing forward of the address 

to the Council by His Excellency the President of the Republic 

of Senegnl and the departure of the Pres i dent of the Council 

for Namibia to attend discussions in Addis Ababa rendered 

it inappropriate to maintain the previous agenda. 

The Council for Namibia looks forward to the honour 

of meeting with His Excellency the Prime Minister of Senegal 

at a suitable solemn occasion. 

Dakar, 7 January 1976. 



Sedar SEIIGHOR, 

of Senegal 

l $hall be brie!, having nade 

on Ua::?ibia and Hu .. 'lNl Right~. 

In holding a Cowioil Session in 

Oll41!galt,se Govern-::el'\t and :People, and 

l sho~ld lj.!~e also to thank the United Nations 

eioner for li•nibia who, with exemplary d•votion, gives 

actiyiti'!s, 

Devoted to the basic principles of th$ 

ns, tJt• Senega,l.e~e ~eople and Govern:-.1ent have always 



Charter rafl cts t)le tt1ologiqal, 

. ty of hu·~an· society in gen ~s ~err.us~ w,~, ' 

r philosophy and t di tione, Th~ A.fricp.n 

tions i, ind . d• o sed on ~espect for the 

ivid l• s a. Wolof proverb pute it• NJ.t 131•;[ fI!l£ab u N~t 

i:-e · edy i tiaJlft • 

l 

ha• ttte4 to ov roo~ our truoul t displays of 

w 11 s na.tio 1 solf;J.sh.ness. Today we 

n v l:"•'4<1 ni ~ , ver-4 '5l nin.g olidarity, in a word, 

aapir to t -_ Unlverea.l as t :ie ul tinate aim of our policy. :It 

i fact hat our 1!nitial inpulse always takes us to what is 

t ... our famil.i. e,. our soeial t:tro1.,p , o r ethnic groups. .4.s sueh, 

at ie fa~ off l vee u cold and, aoaetim seven ap?ears hostile, 
i 

ttraeting o~r own ~oGtility. 

a,._t , e ~ t breal<. through t!1.ese fa·:.Q.liar-:."barriers" and 

cone tog-. l}er a"ain, through the eo.1.contric circles , of' solidarity t 

bena 

ive:r,a.1·· uecla:i:-a.tlon of Hur.mn Rights ro f ors in these teme: "Whereaa 

~ oognJ1; ()tl: 0£ the inherent dignity and of the equal and ina1ienable 
I 

rights of all me~ber~ of the human fat'ltly is the foundation of free­

JtJ$t c and pLaoe j.n the world". 
' 

Q\if.it .clr ai-ly, each stage in t :1.is p-rocess of "self­

reqriras an effort at "self-abandonr.1ent1', the 

redd.s.covory of ourselves•" The day will cor.10 



or 1d~Qlogy ,will aee~ to future gener~tions, as oera abs4rc\:l.tleij, 

sow- must, -ke an attempt to leap µito tho future 

pat h iotory, 

Im 'ti LIL il 
I 

ou, d-Gntl a .1en, u s 1:1e1,1bers of tµe U]lited 

fatim-1 Cmmou (J'f_'i Na.L,tibia, have trod that path long l:>afo:;:,a nlSlly 

o t b 'i ·s , 1f }l -Vtt f olio-wad your efforts with sympathy~ Thus,troRa t~ · 

tnou bara oi t h e Council, we havo anc\eavoured to 

oa.'~ ' 1 (J- 1dJ,.:. b t1tion to -tho r ealisati on of th .i eals spelt eqt in 

l3y virtue of a Uni tall Ha tions Resolution adopt ea cul 

S t-Ji l .l y 1967, you ware entNstaq with the ad:·.tlnist:ration of Na;.1ibia, 

j_ osrt inly an ard"Q"f:I f~ftlt, ! o tl e cltr:iate of ~'..:~sunclcn:•eta?l4 

· h -wlti :1 YAl..11 wo;-.. t i ~ llQt ooncl.1-10 o to ~ e~sy soiutio:1. of 'f;h~ 
I 

l:n.it th~ s t rugglQ :t.~ E\.,l-l, j;ha :~1ora axci ti11,s, Navor fo:rgei 

ydu have t tj. ::l8.ndat0 q:f 'f;ha lp.teroa tional Co::1,.:itmi ty ancl. tho 

. 
&is-oha r g e you r dut i-as , :in oon.a~lta "f;ion with tho Han:i-bi~n people ao 

ff, d w-ithout s hy i ::.1id:i-ty, fpr rlght ~nd jus t ice are on your s::j.cla, 

o !l,QW on, . ond· n g 1Ta ,.1ioia • s independence, you, 

~1: a l:\. ol o nur nets, y ou r s as :·10~·1bo r s of -tho 001.-l,noil, 

;. to., ~a !mbuod with t h e clea r d e sire to finA 



I 

a solutio to tJto p&:t.nful problems o f Ha,~tibia , on the basis of 

it s v 'opJ.e'$ i.Jle.lienab l.e right i;o s iap~ bhair own dast:iny , 

Tie mist <lo so without hatred, uith potaa am1 realisn,but w:ltll 

reaolve1 for it ia on you and on u~ that the Nanibian peopla are 

cc,untint; to Teoovar freedom a..,d dignity as 1:1en, thei+ rig~1t to vtdcll 

i• being question d1 Fi oh qu n ' it>n n ~· i J.11 it11elf degrading tq us , 

a..'l4 to those who 4o thQ quA wti nn nt,, { nr :ian :l.s tho be-all and en•a.11 

of evary iu,ttvf.ty, l1t\f\ 1nr fHH\ '.:'"' dl'lt !n a stato of f:reedoml ,_.A.nd tQ be 

froe ni 8'.lfi ll~Jp~ Nihlft,fti rt#i 11ol\ in th o interest of ::1on. lt :::1ea.n• ~lee, 

J'Ot\reia g t,1 tf,mv ii l:i ij_ tri hmoo of tho other person, :for to do s8{ i~ 

ta deny qna f 'l '*' hX!etamoo, 

'4 hlt.-l t, do n1ore than that, Nants char!lctartstic principle 

t ;1.qr"<J.t ' ':1 1 m a.101 aooept:ing the f:raaqor.1 of othal's • .A.s long as tha 

wq f 4 J m &41.rif'.I E1Qn to who:·.l fro~d,Qq is (ieniod, as lo:lg as there are 

•· ~n 'lf.', H rttlliovo !n the superiori 'f;y Qf their race, the freoda~::? of tJS 

st.J.J. ~11-1.L bo fUl il:J.usi o:1 , If Fra~doq !s to havo r02,lity, the hw:1an 

r i.z,t-d, ht'it.U10iAf Qd, in 194~ in the Un:j.vorso..i DecJ.aration raust prevail 

lli tll tho lfOrk achiQV~d 1:>y tha Jo::r .1i ttee on Decolpnisation, tllft 

Co,.:r-.1ittea on par theid e\,ncl t Jio HuqE!Jl :::-Hghts Coq::1iss:j.on, I ar:: sure 

t'hti.t ot:ii- faitlt in a hu::mn ooo:j.oty b u i l t U})On va.iues of rospec-t fo:i:-

th'1 ;J.nd;J.vid.ual, Yill avantw.\-l.lY i:>reak tI-p ::m.un:cc:.in-ba:rr:iero of ;'f.1-cisr.i 

:tn Sot.J~ll fric~ anq, f:rq:.l thei+ J"OQ "j; ~, shall spring the dawn of a . 



not i p~aQ upon the proplo1:1 of Namibia. Not that 

WAPQ wh thar 4,i,.go1a is indapendent or net, but 

9ll, ,iw,t apart from thQ olasb an4 clang ot the 

tt. L1 t,, 4ngo1 ie tne th atre of a h~t war involv;l.rm bl.oos, by 

wh:t,.ch I ~ t~t different tdeolot;i~s are locked in conflict: then"~•· 

And yet 1 in a~tuAl tact, what W~~t and E,a~t, Parlta~e~tary De□ocre..-

i a a?ld Popul~r DaQooraoiea all nee~ to dQ, is lend their united 

•uppori thJ.11 onoe to Africa, ;t.n .prder to eoure Namibia's indepan"" 

dQl\O, I havo had oooasion to 1ay thi to the J.?:tbassadors of the 

tvo Super~Pow ,:- , l know tht,,t, i! third t{orld W'ar ware to take 

plaoe, tfl~ na1J Wh~t~ J>owQ;i,q '' would bo tho first to bo decL~1atad, · 

t-la, SQ?lOg&l~a , WQ'Ulcl 4 rlvo l o oua olat;!.on fro·:1 this for the long 

t'HUHt, f r it wo;.1 ld oo an :t-rreparable los 

1tiu. jh tr lqll8 q4 r l u.11c:\ worl, together, a!'ld. with 1-1s,toQ, in~ 

lit-1loui- of ~r.iantty, ·Co;- Wl\ t ia what Ncl.-:1ibicl' s liberntion :i:-ea.l,ly ia · 

Tiu.HJ , thun, a.:i.'"u tho faw words I w:J.sheq. to leave with yo4 

fl. QJl 014 1;,iU. fi n1:, ot only for Nog:ri tuda an4 Afrioa.nsh.ip 1 b4t 'bet• 

tor tii,J, 1 tui1 tl'u, Ctvi :J_iao.t;J.on of. tl+Et Ull:l.versal• 

I 

li ~Q1f emy ra1".la.ina1 !or ma to wish you every suoc,e~s ill 

liber, tion,-, 



UNITED NATIONS 

COUNCIL FOR NAI'UDIA 

STATEMENT BY HIS F:XCELLF.NCY AMBASSADO-R s·~ .KARIM ON 
BEHALF OF THE UNITED NATIONS COUNCIL FOR NAMIBIA 
DURING THE OFFICIAL VISIT OF THE MEMBERS OF LTHE 
COUNCIL TO HIS .EXCELLENCY MR. LEOPOLD SEDAR SENGHOR, 
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SENEGALL -ON 7 JANUARY 
1976. · 

Your Excellency, 
r l , <{ s-~11, 

On behalf of the members of the United Nations Council 
for Namibia and on my m,m behalf, I should like to express 
to His Excellency the President of the Republic of Senegal 
our deep 2ppreciation for r ece iving today the members of 
the Council for Namibia. 

Called by his Government to participate in the discussions 
l eading up to the summit conference of the OAU, Ambassador 
Kamana, .with great r egret was unable t o r emain in Dakar to 
present personally his thanks and salutations and has asked 
me to speak in his stead. 

The Council for Namibia is also gratef ul for this oppor­
tunity to be abl e to expr ess its deep thanks for the major 
contribution you, Mr. President, have mnde to the advanc ement 
of. the cause of Na□ibi an free dom and independence by providing 
in Senegal the faciliti es f or this Internatiortal Conference on 
Namibia and Human Rights. 

"\·ve are deeply moved by the generous hospitality which ha s 
surrounded us since our arrival in Dakar. It is certainly 
one of the highest expressions of the universal sensibility 
of the African spirit. 

Mr. President, your prof ound conc ern for the complet e 
liberation of the African continent from colonialism and racis□ 

·. in orde r that the fr ee and vigo r ous unfol ding of the African 
personality may contribute to the uni vers·al culture echoes 
throughout the interna tiona l c :;mmunity. Inspired by your 
leadership Senegal is in the for efront of the just cause of 
African liberation. 

In the Council for Namibia we a r e particularly aware of 
the forc eful and devoted participation of Senegal in contribu­
ting to the efforts of the Council to undermine and ultimatel y 
eradicate South African colonialism and racism from Na~ibia. 
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.. 

In an important contribution .Ambassador Fai;l l ed a mission 
of the Council to Brussels for discussions with the European 
Economic Community (EEC) and the North .Atlanti9 Treaty Orga-
niza tion (NATO) Secretariats. . · - . . ·_ . .. · . . . . . ~ . . ,. . . . . ,· : 

At ; the :,International ·conference. on Narhibia . anid . Human 
Rights · compi,ex . and i ma"ginati ve. effbrts a-:re be.inK m9:de . for 
r:mother _· significant step forward . in supporting the .· cause 
of the Namibian people . I am certain that your enlightened 
proposal t o intensify the mobilization of world opinion and 
constructive action through the establishment of Nami_bia 
Solidarity Week starting on 27 October will be ·well received 
and s eriously considered by the internationa l c ommunity and 
by the Council for Nr1.mi b i a its elf. · ' ,· 

. ' . 

It is parti~ularly gr atifying t b the members of the 
Council £or Namibia to a ttend this international gathering 
in Dakar. The Council's initiative s to assist the Namibian 
people through the establishment of the Institute for Namibia 9 

· the enlargement of the Fuhcl for Namibin and the Decree . _on 
the Protection of the Namibian · r e:: s ourc es find in the Dakar. 
Conference a na tura l endorsement 'and continuation. 

In the expanding scope of the-activitie s of the Council 
it ha s counted with the lucid nnd energetic initiative s of 
the United Nations Commissioner for Namibia~ Mi. Sean ' MacB~ide . 

The General .Assembly of the .United _Nations gave to the 
Council f or Namibia a·decisive manda t e t o administer the . 
t erritory of Namibia unti l full s elf-de t ermination and inde­
pendenc e is achieved by the Namib i an peopl e . We shall endeavour 
to effectively meet a l l challenges to this mandate . 

The Namibian people under the l eadership of SW.APO are 
carrying out a determined st:cuggie vvi th _ one of . the most 
ruthl ess colonial and r acist regi mes in .history. · They dese r ve 
our unswerving solidarity . 

Looking · to • the L1ture ther e is no doubt that the Counci l 
. 1./\fill -be inspired · by tho great c ommitment shov-m by the Govern­
ment of Senegal t o the lj_beration of · Africa, · the development 
of .African consciousnes s and t he liber ~tion of Namibia~·an4 
tha t it will, in the years ahead, r edoubl e iti efforts to 
eliminate the South African administra tion frorri 1\Tami bia, arid i 

-t n :"chL.::: v (:- tho indeponcle"'ce of N,JTli bin n.s o.n unf2tter ed., inde­
pcndbnt nnd tlnitnr y c~2tc . 
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-....~ MP1/1/76 ·~ ~ ' ~· ... 
CONSEIL DBS NATI9NS UNIES 

POUR LA NAMlBIE 7 ja;v:Ler- 197_§ - / 
-~·--. 

Excellence, 

Au riom des membre s du Conseil de s Nations Unies pour 
la Namibi e e t en _mon nom personnel, j'aimerais exprimer a 
son Exc ellenc e l e President de la Republique du S6n6gal 9 

qui a bien voulu recevoir aujourd'hui l es membre s du Conseil 
pour la Namibi e :1 . notre profonde gr ati tud:e . 

Appele par son gouvernement . ,?i_ participer a de s conversa­
tions "proceq_ant l a confer enc e au s ommet de ,1 '0rganisatio_n de 
l'unite africaine (OUA), l'Ambassadeur Kamana , a son grand 
r egret, n' a - pu r ester a Dakar pour pr 6sente en poisonne s es 
remerciements e t s e s salutations, e t m'a prie de p~rler en 
son nom. 

Le Consc il pour la Namibie est 6ga1ement r econnaissant 
de l'occasion .qui lµi est donn6e de vous r emerci er tres 
since r ement, Monsi eur l e President, de la contribution i mpor­
tante que vous ave z appp-rtee a l a cause de l a libe:rte e t de 
_l 'independance de l a Namibi e en faisant l e n6cessaire ici, au 
Senegal, pour que l n Confer ence interhationa l e sur la Namibi e 
et l e s droits de l'homme pUif;,Se avoir li eu. 

Nous somme s profondement touche s de l a gen6reu~e hospi talit6 
qui nous a e t e accordoe depuis notre arrivee a Dakar . C' e st 
a ssu~ement l~une de s , plus no~les expr essions , de la sensibilite 
univets elle de 1 1 gme africnine ~ · · · 

Monsfuur l e Prosident, votre profond souci de voir l e 
continent a fric ain liber o completement du colonialism e t du 
racisme afiQ que l a personnalit~ afric aine puissa ~Yepanouir 
librement e t vigoureusement e t apporter iainsi s a contribution 
a lf!- culture universelle trouve un echo aupres de l a' comtnunaute 
international e toute entiere . Inspirf par vos q1.fali t 6s -'de 
dirigeant, l e Senegal s e ti ent a 1: ' avant...:garde d·e ceux qui 
lll~tent pour l a justo caus e de liber ation de 1 ' Afriqlie. - -_: 
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Le Conseil pour la Namib±·e ,es t ·particul-ierernent conscient 
de la participation dynamique et r esolue du Senegal aux efforts ·· 
que le Conseil fait pour affaibli r et, en fin de compte, eliminer 
le colonialisme e t l e racisme sud-africa ins en Namibie. C'est 
ainsi que l'Ambassadeur Fall a dirige une mission envoyee par 
le Conseil a Bruxelles pour de s entretiens avec l a Communaute 
ecqriomique _ evropeenne (C.E.E.) e t - le Secretariat de l 'OTAN. . . . . . . . . . - . . . .. . . . .-. 

,~ -_ A .l a Conferenc e; int~rnati~n~le sur la. Namibie e t l e s droi ts 
d~ lJhom~e , des -~ fforts :~omplexe~ ~t hovateafi ont e t ~ deploy~s 

-- pour fai~~ pi9gress er senstblement l' action en £aveur de l a caus e 
du peuple riamibien. Je . suis persuade que votr·e proposition 
;judicieuse en vue d' intensifier l a mobilisation de l ' opinion 
mondi ale e t l' action constructive en instituant une semaine 
de la s olidarite avec la Namibie qui commencerait ·1e 27 octobre 
sera accueillie favorablement e t etudi ee s erieusement par l a 
.communaute international e e t par l e Conseil pour l a Namibie lui-:­
meme . 

Il est particulierement r econfort ant.pour l es membre s du 
Conseil pour la Nami bi e de participer a cette r eunion interna­
ti onale a Dakar. Le s initiatives prises par l e Conseil pour 
ai der l e peuple namibien grace a la creation de l'Institut 
pour la Namibie , a l' el argissement du Fonds pour l a Namibie et 
a l'adoption du Decret sur l a prdtection ·cte s r e ssource s na turell: 
de . la Namibie trouvent dans l a Confer enc e de Dakar une consecra -, 
ti·on et un -prolongement naturels. 

En 6largissant la portee de s e s activites, le Cons eil a pu 
coE1pt er sur l es ini tiati vcs ·luc·ides e t energique s 'du Cor.nnissaire 
de_s Nations Uni es pour la Namibi e , M. Sean MacBride . 

L' Assembl ec generale des Nations Uni e s a donnee nu Conse i l 
pour la Namibie un mandat tres clair : administrer l e. terri toire 
de l a Namibie jusqu'a ce que l e peuple namibien soit parvenu a 
l'auto-deterrnination e t l'independance completes. Nous nous 
eff orcerons de surmonter t ousle s obstac l es a l' execution de 
ce mandat. 

. Le peuple namibien, diri g6 par l a SWAPO, menc une lutte 
r e solu contre l ' un de s r egi mes coloniaux et racistes ;l e s plus 
impitoyables de l' histoire . Il meri t e notre solidarite ine­
branl able. 

· Si nous conside r ons 1 1 avenir, il est c ertain que l e 
Conseil sera inspire par la preoccupation, pr ofonde que: l e 
Gouvernement s enega l a is a manifestee a 1 1 egard d.e -l a libe r a­
tion de l'Afrique , du devel9pperncnt de la conscience africa ine 
e t de l a liberation de la Namibie et que , dans l e s annee s a 
venir, l e• Conseil · redoubl era d ' e fforts pour eliminer . 1' adminis­
t~ation sud-africaine en Namibi e e t pour fa ire de la Namibie 
un Etat libre , ind6pendant et uni. 



ft~,-£AIENC& : 

UNITED NATIONS 

POSTAL ADORESS- AORESSE POSTAL£ UNITED NATIONS, .N . Y. 10017 

CABLE AOORESS-AORESSE TELEGRA.PHIQUE · UNATIONS NEWYOftK 

Dakar, ? -January 1976 

Dear Mr. Rego-Monteiro, 
ff ('{J~~lo 

I am grateful for your Aide-Memoire dated 6 January 1976 
which I shall bring to the attention of the Executive Committee 
of the International Conference. As was pointed out at the 
meeting yesterday the Rules of Procedures adoptea by the Inter­
national Conference provide that, inter alia: 

"Governments and organizations participating in the 
Conference shall not be bound by the final declaration 
and action programme of the Conference until such Qocu­
ment has been ratified and adopted by the appropriate 
authorities within the government or organization." 

I am not clear, however, whether this Aide-M;moire embodies 
decisions arrived at a meeting held subsequently to the meeting 
attended by the President of the Conference, Mr. Keba M'Baye, 
Mr. Niall MacDermot and myself yesterday or whether it is 
intended to be a draft record of the decis i ons reached at the 
meeting attended by the President of the Conference, Mr. MacDermot 
and myself. 

I am also not clear as to whether this matter was considered 
at a meeting of the United Nations Council for Namibia. 

Mr. M. Rego-Monteiro 
Secretary to the 

Yours s i ncerely, 

Sean Mac Bride, S.C. 
Assistant Secretary-General and 

United Nations Commissioner for Namibia 

United Nations Council for Namibia 
c/o Centre international 

d 1 echanges de Dakar 
Dakar 
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AIDE-MEMO I RE 

The representatives of the United Nations Council for 
Namibia, the United Nations Special Committee with Regard to 
the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde­
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the United Nations 
Special Committee against Apartheid, at a meeting held on 6 January 
1976 agreed to convey to the Executive· Committee of the Inter­
national Conference on Human Rights and Namibia the following: 

.1. Reference in the final report to their participation in the 
~~ Conference should indicate that: 

"The following United Nations bodies were present at the 
opening and closing sessions of the Conference: 

The United Nations Council for Namibia; 

The United Nations Special Committee with Regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

The United Nations Special Committee against Apartheid. 

"The views of these bodies in support of the aims of the 
Conference were presented in their statements at the opening 
session." 

2. No reference to the above-mentioned United Nations bodies 
should be included in the Programme of Action or the Declaration 
drafted at the Conference. 

3. The representatives of the above-mentioned bodies request 
that the unpublished drafts of the final report, the Programme of 
Action and the Declaration be shown to them before circulation. 

Dakar, 6 January 1976. 
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UNITED NATIONS 

PO&TA.L AODl'IESS-AO RE SS E P O ST AL E UN I TED NA T I ON , N . Y . 1~171 MAY 1976 
CABl.S ADORE5S-AD"IESStt TIELIEGRA,-HIOUIE UNATION NKWYORK 

Dear Mr. Rego-Monteiro, 

Many thanks for your letter of today's date conveying 
to me the d'ecision of an "informal discussion" of the United 
Nations Council for Namibia anulling the meeting of the 
Council which had been previously scheduled for 9 January 1976 • 

I shall take steps to inform His Excellency the Pri•e 
Minister of Senegal, who had kindly agreed to address the Council 
on this ,ccasion, of the Council's iecision not to meet. 

I shall also inform the President of the Executive 
Committee of the Conference, Mr. Keba M'Baye, that the President 
of the Council, H.E. Ambassador Kamana, desires that the reports 
of the Conference be transmitted to the Council through its 
Secretariat at the United Nations Headquarters in New York. 

I should be grateful if you would be gooa enough to 
transmit a copy of this letter to the President and members af 
the Council. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sean Mac Bride, S.C. 

Assistant Secretary-General and 
United Nations Commissioner for Namibia 

Mr. M. Rego-Monteiro 
Secretary to the 
United Nations Council for Namibia 
c/o Centre interna tional 

d'echanges de Dakar 
Dakar 

i, 



I 
I 
' 
I 
I 
i ----

tn 11 I 
• • I '{; 

... ___ , 
6 January 1976. 

7,,te I '7' .;- /j~J(, 
Dear Mr. Commissioner, 

I have the honour to transmit to you the decision • 
of the ~nited Nations Council for Namibia after informal 
discussions held on the evening of 5 January 1976. 

The Council for Namibia has decided not to hold an 
official session of the Council on 9 January 1976 in Dakar 
ash s been previously scheduled. 

The President of the Council, H.E. Mr. Kamana, has 
I , 

requested that I receive informally the reports of the 
Conference for transmission to the Council at United Nations 
Headquarters in New York. 

J1ease accept, Mr. Commissioner, the assurances of 
my highest consideration. 

Mr. Sean MaoBride 

M. Rego-Monteiro 
Secretary 

United N tions Council for Namibia 

United Nations Commissioner for 
Nami'qia 

c/o Centre Internation 1 d'echanges 
de Dakar 

Dakar 
Senegal. 
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~ ·; · 6 · J~uary 1976 

Dear President,,. 
1f IVY ~~h 

Ae indicated ~erbally to you, His Exoelleney President 
Leopold s. Senghor, President of the Republic of Senegal, has 
indicated his desire to meet you and the Council fo:r tamibia 
tomorrow dtorning, Wednesday 7 January 1976, at 10 a.m. at the 
Presidsnt!al Palace. He will then address the Council. 
President Senghor took thie initiative because of his inability 
to be pre,ent a t the meeting of the Council which is to be held 
on 9 Janu ry. 

It is desired by the protocole of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs t~at all the members of the Council and myself should 
be in attendance at the Presidential Pa.lace not later than 
9:45 a.a. 

This announcement was made by the Presid&nt of the Conferenc • 
President Keba M'Baye at the plenary session of the Conference 
yesterday but I am writing to confirm it in case the members of 

I 

the Council we~e not present when the annou~cement was made. 

I th nk that it would be appropriate for you, as President of 
the Counc l, to express the thanks o.f the Council to the President 
for his invitation to meet the Council and for the assistance which 
he and the Governm&nt of "'enegal have given to the oause for the 
liberatiol$. of Namibia. He will then make a short address to the 
Council. 

It would probably be more convenient if the members of the 
Council went directly from their respective hotels to the Presi­
dential Palace in the morning so aa to arrive there before 
9:45 a.m. instead of coming to the Conference Centre first. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sean Mac Bride, S,C. 

Assistant Secretary-General and 
United 1\itiono Commissioner for Namibia 

H.E. Mr. ~uncan w. Kamana 
Presid nt of the United Nations 

Council for Namibia 

co: Mr. M. Rego-Monteiro, Secretary to the Council for Namibia 
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Dear treai,en.t, 

•• in41cate4 ,erball7 to yeu , Hl• F.xeellenoy J>reeident 
Leos,t114 a, Senghor, Preai4ent ef the Re public of Senecal , hu 
la i ate4 hi• 4ea1re to meet you an4 th• C&unail t•r Namibia 
tncrr•v ••rniq9 We*a4ay? Jaauary 19?6, at 10 •••• at the 
Pl'e•i••ntlal Palaae, IIe will then acidreea the Counc.,il. 
Preai4eat lenghor took thie initiative because of his inability 
to be pr•••nt at the ■eetiag of the Counc i l which 1• to be held 
•• 9 January, 

?t 1, 4es1red by the protocol• of the Miniatry of Foreiga 
Affair■ tliat all the members of the Council and my elf should 
be la att~a4ance at the Preaidential Palaee n t later than 
9s4, •••• 

Thia ann•uacement waa !'llad.e by the Preaiclent of the Collference, 
Preai4ent Keba M'Baye at the plenary ••■aion of the Confer nee 
yeateruy but I am writing to oonti rm it in oase the members of 
the Oounoil wer• not present when the announcement waa made, 

l thiak that it woul4 be appi-opria t e f•r you• aa P$-eeident ef 
the Council, te express th• thank■ of th Council te th• Pre■tdent 
for hi■ invitation to meet the Oouneil and for the aaaiatano whieh 
he au th• Goveruent of wenegal have giYen to the cauae for the 
liberation et Namibia. He will thea ake a ehort address to th, 
Council. 

Xt •ouli probably be more oonvenient if the members ot th 
Oeuaoil wont 4irectly from their roapeotive hotel■ to the Preai• 
4ential Palace ia the morning•• aa to arrive there before 
9145 a,m. iastea4 of coming to the Conferenee Centre first. 

Y ur a aincerely• 

-Sean Mac Bride, a.c. 
,4aa1etant Seoi-etar y-Oenei-al 

United fi utions Co ~i asioner fo~ 

Jlelt , t,ll't ~JiO&)l W, }tamp• 
"e■i4•nt jof the Uni't e4 Nations 

Ctu il tor Namibia 

.r 
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21 MAY 1978 

.. , _U\IIIJT 19 

r12 1 v~/" I~ 7t 
' 
•• llt ~• 11 1eu, Ilia •llenoy Prea14•nt 

Mt• •• ••!•• •t th• Rer,ublio et Senegal, hae 
• 41 tre t •• t 1•u n4 the Couneil tor amibia 
i t W••••••111 7 Ja vary 1976• at 10 •••• at tq 

•• U• will then ad.drea• the C uneil. 
t nk thie iaitiative beoauae of hia i11&bilit1 ' 

th• 1Hetin~ o:£ the Council whioh i• t~ be hel 

•" red by the protocol• f the Ministry •f For•ign 
l.ft•t•• t.t\Mt al the raembers o! th• Couno11 and myaelt shoul4 

p •U•n<lauo• at the l?reaidential Palaoe not later than ~.~, .... 
't hi• ann nncement waa 11ade by the Preaident of the Cente:rence, ~r• •nt ~,bs M'Baye at the plenary eaaion ef the Conference 

ftfltUr •'¥ but I aa writing to ooufir it in oase the members ot 
_,.,4 0 1.rnoi~ were not present when t.h annouaoeme nt was 11ade. 

I thi that it would be appropria·• for you, as Preaident •f 
th-• O unoll, t• expreN the thank• of the Council t the Preaident 
tor tat.a in•itation to raeet the Council anti for the aasiataJ'lGe which 
h• a114 the Geve?' ent •f I)•• al have gi ••n to t he cause fr the 
lther•tio ef Namibia. He will th n make a ehort address to the 
Of>-11not.l. 

It wo"1i probably be more convenient it th membere of the 
O•uaoil we t 4.irectly from their respective hotela to the Pre■i• 
~•ntial P1• •lathe morning ao •• ta arrive there before 

, 9 147 ••••_\""'•••of •••ing te the Conference Centre first, 

Yours e1ncerely, 

Sean Mao Bride, s.c. 
Aasiatant Secretary-General and 

United h~tiona Commissioner fQr Namibla 

s.s. •• ••n W, Kamana 
Pr•e14eat •f the United Nati.ens 

Co il f•r Nuibi• 

oot Jill'• • •«e•Konteire1 Seo~etary to the Counell for Na ibia 



M. Rego-Monteiro Dakar 

UtJATIONS 
rTE',·J YOPK 
(USA) 

FOP TAPC 111HJG- CllA') C'0JNCIL FOP NAMIBIA DECIDED -------
AFTER INFOPMAL CONSULTATIOHS I N 'l'HE fV~NI NG OF 5 JANUARY NOT 

TO HOLD AN OFFICI AL S ,,ssrm~ OF' 'l'Hr: '~01TtTCIL IN DAKAR ON 9 JANUARY 

AS INITIALLY SCHEDULED. TQW)PBOW, 6 JANUARY THE COUNCIL MEMBERS 

WILL VISIT PRESIDENT SENGHOR or ~r"~BGAT..,. REGARDS 

{FCO-MON'l'EIRO 
COTJNCIL FOR NAMirIA 
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M. Rego-Monteiro 

7J~;ATI ONS 
! !E1•l iOPK 
(USA ) 

Dakar I 

FOR TAUC~ MPJG-CHAG C'OffrTCIL F'0° NAMIBIA DECIDED -------
AFT l"::P I NFOPMAL CONSULTAT TO N<1 .N THF. EVENil\TG OF 5 JANUARY NOT 

TO HOLD AN OFFICIAL SESSION OF TH~~ COUNCIL I J\T DAKAR ON 9 JANUARY 

A~ I NITIALLY SCHTi:DULPfl. 'l'OMOPROW~ 6 J ANUARY THE COUNCIL MEMBERS 

WILL VISIT PRESIDBNT '1FJ\!GHOP OF ";1,:NF:GAL .. RE'GARDS 

f?LGO- MON'l'EI RO 
::oum IL FOR l\iAMi nIA 



• • ~~ , T 
t:; .. \., 

~ - - Jl:'r<?J~ 
rep~ entatives of the Unlted tiona Council ~or 

OIRE 

ibia. e United Nation.a Special Comittee with Re. to 
'the Imple entation of the olar t1on on th GNtnting o~ Indepen-

1 • I 

denee to Colo"fal Countri sand _ oplea and the United N tions 
Sp c1al C ttee ag inat Apartheid, ta eting held on 6 January 
1976 agreed to convey to th Executiv Couittee of th Intemat1onal 

\ 

Conte nc.e on wnan Rights bi the following: '.: 

' 1. Reference in the final r port to the p rt.ioip ti.on ·1.n the 
' Conference sbluld indi.c;:.at that: 

" e following U: .1ted Nations bod1 s wer reaent t th 
o enJ.ng d cloa1ng aeaaio t the Conf'erence1 "\. 

I 

• The 1 t d Nations Council tor Namibia, ··, 
. ' The tt tad N tions Special 1 ttee w1 th R g rd to '\ 

the plementation ot the Dec ration on the ting 'ct. 
Ind.op ndenc to Colonial Countr1e P ples1 

- The- dnit.ed · tion :P cial Co m.ttte against 2arthei • 

"The ne,J,s ot th$ bodies 1n support of the aiu of the 
Con:terenqe were re ent·d. 1n their state enta at th opening 
ae aiont~ 

2. reference to the abo •mentioned United Nation bodies 
I 

should be in~Uded in th~ Pro , a.mine o~ Action or the D cl ration 
drat'ted :t th• Col'lf rence. 

:,. e repr«usentat1 · a of the above• ntioned bodie request 
. . 

that the unpu liahed dr :tts o1 the final report, the ramme ot 
Action. d th Deola:ra:tion be shown to them f"o circul · ion. 
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AIDE-MEMO IRE ;-I ; 
/ I 

The repre ent tives of the United Nations Council for 
Namibia, the United Nations Spec! 1 Committee with Regard to 
the Implementation ot the Declar tion on the Granting of Indepen~ 
dence to Colonial Countri sand P oples and the United Nations 
Special Committe against ARrtheid, at a eeting held on 6 Janu ry 

k 

1976 agreed to convey to the Executive Committee of the International 
Conf rence on ~um.an Rights and Namibi the following: 

1. eferenc in the final report to the participation in the 
Conference should 1nd1cate that, 

nThe tol~owing United Nations bodies were presen~ t the 
opening a;nd olosing sessions of the Conferences 

-
-

The UJiited N tions Council :tor Namibia, 

The ~~ted Nat.ions Spec.ial Committee with Reg rd to 
the ..i,mplementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and People 1 

The United Nations Speci l Committ e against AP rtheid. 

"The vies of these bodies in support of the aims of the 
Conferende w~r presented in th ir statements at th opening 
sessionl~ 

2. No re:ferenoe to the bove-mentioned United Nations bodies 
should be included in the Programme of Act~on or th.e Declaration 
drafted at the Confer&nce. 

3. Th(t representatives of the above-mentioned bodies request 
that the unpublished drafts of the -final report, the Programme of 
Action · nd th& Deelare.t1on be shown to them before circulation. 

Dakar, 6 January 1976. 



POINTS SUGGESTED FOR 
ACTION 

The Conferenc e , 

6 ;".Tahuary 1976 
: ,. -

t l i~U !-'" · • 
I 

I NCLUSION I N THE ! DRAFT 
PROGRAMME . l , 

1~ ( 'f >' i/ttf '. 7 (,, 
(1) Calls on all participants to pre ss the Governments 

of Japan and the United Kingdom and the companies involved 
(RTZ, MITSUBISHI) to break off uranium contracts , and decides 
to s e t up a Committee to study the matter LCommittee will be 
in the United Kingdo~7. 

(2) Dec ides t o give l egal assistance to SW.APO in finalizing 
the draft Constitution of independent Namibia; 

(3) Calls upon al l parties to organize boycotts of Namibian 
goods sold illegally abroad , e specially karakul; 

(4) Cal ls upon the Internationa l Institute of Human 
Rights to maintain a r ecord and collect evidence of human rights 
viola tions so tha t in independent Namibia prosecution can be 
brought against violators under l aw now in effect in Namibia 
LI. e. no r etroactive l egisla tion would be needed?. 

(5) Calls upon those of its participants who a r e qualified 
to do so t o make a study of links between EEC and South Africa 
with particular regard to, but not limited to goods of Namibian 
origin; 

(6) Calls on all participants to give assistanc e and press 
their Governments to observe the Decree; 

(7) All participants to assist the Institute for Namibia; 

(8) All participants to press for Walvis B<'ly to be clearly 
recognized as lying within the frontiers of Namibia; 

(9) Calls upon Council for Namibia t o complete a military 
study, etc. ; 

(10) Calls upon participants to r eport to the Council for 
Namibia any case s of Namibian goods being passed a s South African 
goods, and to press their r e spective Governments to maintain 
separate statistics for Nunibinn trade and to demand correct 

labelling of the country of origin for all goods 
(11) Decide s to produce a permanent record of the Conference , 

and to include in this record basic documents r el a ting to the 
question of Namibi a ( 11 Recueil de s documents sur l a Namibie 11 ). 



6 January 1976 

POINTS SUGGESTED FOR INCLUSION I N THE DRAFT 
ACTION PROGRAMME 

The Confe renc e , 

(1) Calls on all participants to press the Governments 
of Japan and the United Kingdom and the companies involved 
(RTZ, MITSUBISHI) to break off uranium contracts, and decides 
to s e t up a Committee to study the matter LComrnittee will be 
in the United Kingdo~7. 

(2) Decides to give legal assistance to SWAPO in finalizing 
the draft Constitution of independent Namibia; 

(3) Calls upon all partie s to organize boycotts of Namibian 
goods sold illegally abroad, especially karakul; 

(4) Calls upon the Inte rna tional Institute of Human 
Rights to maintain a record and collect evidenc e of human rights 
violations so that in independent Namibia prosecution can be 
brought against viola tors unde r l aw now in effect in Namibia 
LI. e. no r etroactive legislation would be needed7. 

(5) Calls upon those of its participants who are qualified 
to do so to make a study of links between EEC and South Africa 
with particular r egard to, but not limited to goods of Namibian 
origin; 

(6) Calls on all participants to give assistance and press 
their Governments to observe the Decree; 

(7) All participants to assist the Institute for Namibia; 

(8) All participants to press for Walvis Bay to be clearly 
recognized as lying within the frontiers of Namibia; 

(9) Calls upon Council for Namibia t o complete a military 
study, etc. ; 

(10) Calls upon participants to r eport to the Council for 
Namibia any case s of Namibian goods being passed as South African 
goods, and to press their r e spective Governments to maintain 
s eparate statistics for Na□ibian trade and to demand correct 
labelling of the country of origin for all goods 

(11) Decide s to produce a permanent record of the Conference, 
and to include in this record basic documents relating to the 
question of Namibia ( 11 Recueil des documents sur l a Namibie " ). 



6 J anuary 1976 

OTHER POINTS REGARDI NG ACTION PROGRAl'11'1IE 

1. Arms emba r go r e . U.K. and Ger many. 
2. Vigilance r ega r ding fragmentation and bantustans. 
3. Follow up r e solution 363 of Security Council. · 
4. Action in getting Chapter VII det ermination that threat 

to peace and international s ecurity exists. 
5 . Campa i gn and study by United Nations on Cunene River pro-

j ect. 

6. Campaign to end consular r el a tions • 
7. Campa i gn r egarding investments. 
8 . Study on EEC and Namibia links to be made by United 

Nations. 
9. Pamphlet: Rossing and Governments by United Nations. 
10. Call on Governments and internationa l organizations and 

companies to r equire l abels and statistics in trade with 
Namibia . 

11. Officer in Human Rights Institute (Strasbourg) to deal with 
human rights in Namibia . 

12. Karakul boycott. 
13. Support for Institute fo r Namibia and Nami bi a Fund . 
14. United Nations to make analysis in depth of so-called 

constitutiona l conference: history;- name s of people 
involved ; name s and background of del egat e s and r e sults 
of Confe r ence . 

15. Pamphlet on same . 



6 January 1976 

OTHER POINTS REGARDING ACTION PROGRAMME 

1. Arms embargo re. U.K. and Ge r many. 
2. Vigilanc e r egarding fragmentation and bantustans. 
3. Follow up r e solution 363 of Security Council.' 
4. Action in getting Chapter VII determination that threat 

to peace and interna tional s ecurity exists. 
5 . Campaign and study by United Nations on Cunene River pro-

ject. 
6. Campaign to end consular r el a tions• 
7. Campaign r egarding investments. 
8. Study on EEC and Namibia links to be made by United 

Nations. 

9. Pamphlet: Rossing and Gove rnments by United Nations . 
10. Call on Governments and international organizations and 

companie s to require labels and statistics in trade with 
Namibia . 

11. Officer in Human Rights Institute (Strasbourg) to deal with 
human rights in Namibia. 

12. Karakul boycott. 
13. Support for Institute for Namibia and Namibia Fund . 
14. United Nations to make analysis in depth of so-called 

constitutional conference: history;· name s of people 
involved; name s and background of delegates and r esults 
of Conference . 

15. Pamphle t on s ame . 
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VI 

21. · It nust b -:; rcalisocl that South Africa will never willing­
ly end its illegal occupation of Namibia and will never of its 
own accord abandon its policies of oppr ession and enslavem~nt 
of the peoples of southern Africa . 

22. That is why it must be compel l ed to do so by all means 
available to the international community, in which the United 
Nations, the Organization of African Unitv, governmental and 
non- governmental organizations, and the States of Africa , 
-each according t o its means- have their special role to play. 

23. Economic or other measures of compulsion should be tak:an 
t o oblige South Africa to comply with t he decisions of the 
international community. In that connexion, the activiti e s 
of trade unions and of s ocial and information bodi e s should 
r einforce and stimulate the action of international governmental 
and non-governmental organizations. 

24. Obviously, however, s o long a s the international community 
does not us e the means with which it has endowed itself, or 

can endow itself, to put an end to the illegal occupation of 
Namibia by South Africa, all means, including armed struggl e , 
are justified to liberate the country. Consequently, to that 
end it is necessary to e:ilist the effort of the international 
community and more.particularly that of the countri es of Africa ~ 
by giving SWAPO all the political, moral and mat erial support 
it so sorely needs. 

25. Accordingly, those Governments which have not yet done 
so should recognize SWAPO as the onlv authentic representative 
of the people of Namibia. 

* * * * * * 
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NOTE FOR THE FILE 

First Informal Meetin of the Council for Namibia in the Inter­
national Conference Centre Dakar 5 Januar 

Present: 

Algeria, Australia, Bangladesh, Botswana, Burundi, Chile, 
Egypt, Finland, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Liberia, Mexico, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Poland, Romania, Senegal, Turkey, Yugos­
lavia, Zambia, SWAPO. 

The representative of Romania stated that the Council was 
not having a high enough role in the Dakar Conference. The 
President of the Council should have spoken first in the morning. 

Second informal meeting on the same day 

The representative of Senegal said that problems between 
the Commissioner and the Council, the order of speakers and 
protocol should have been discussed in New York. 

The President said that the Commissioner and the Senegalese 
Protocol had both been consulted. Problems between himself and 
the Commissioner could be left for New York. 

The Council then decided that members would sit in the two 
Commissions of the Conference as follows: 

Commission I 

Australia 
Chile 
Liberia 
Bangladesh 
Indonesia 
Pakistan 
Senegal 
SWAPO 

Commission II 

Mexico 
Nigeria 
Poland 
India 
Indonesia 
Pakistan 
Senegal 
Turkey 
Finland 
Romania 
Yugoslavia 
Zambia 
Algeria 
Burundi 
Zamb.ia 
SWAPO 
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The following members who had more than one delegate 
would sit in both commissions: 

Botswana 
Egypt 
Indonesia 
Pakistan 
Senegal 

The Council further decided not to hold an official session 
in Dakar on 9 January 1976 as had previously been scheduled, and 
that, when it was received by the President of Senegal, His 
Excellency Mr. Leopold Sedar Senghor, there would not be an 
official Council meeting. 

The President subsequently requested the Secretary of the 
Council to receive informally the reports of the Dakar Conference 
for transmission to the Council at United Nations Headquarters in 
New York. 

Dakar, 5 January 1976. 
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THE DL.KLR INTERN1~TIONL.L CONFERENCE 

ON "N.L:J"'.lIBI;i. LND HU:M~lli RIGHTS" 

(5 Janua ry,1976) 

THE I l'1PORT ~iNCE FOR li.FRIC ..:i. i\.ND THE WORLD OF THE 

STRUGGLE FOR HUl' lLN RIGHTS IN NlJiIBIA 

Opening statement 

by 

Ho Eo Leopold Sedar SENGHOR, 

Pre sident of the Republic of Sene gal 



Mr o Ch'airman of SW1\..PO, 

I salute our Nami bi an brothers and s isters o 

I pay tribute to their courage and dete r minati on i n wi nning back 

their independence o We shall al ways be at your side o 

~s I r ead the movi ng sta tement your f ellow­

countryman, Katuuti re Kaura, made before the special Expert Group of 

the Committee on Human Rights , I fel t sad and indi gnant , but I also 

had t he f eeling that the Nami bi an peopl e would derive from their 

suff erings the energy that ensures the suc cess of wort hy causes o 

Kaura had this to say : "It i s my turn to 
' 

t ake you through the mis erabl e hills of Branberg, o.long the skele t on , 

desert coast of Nami b , and l et you gaze at the spectacl e of little 

boys and girl s with hollow, sunken eyes , swollen knees , draggi ng them­

selves doggedly through mountains and valleys in search of something ooo 

It i s my turn to t ake you along the dry , dusty tracks and pl a i ns of 

·~ Namaland , where children sit the livelong day , not knowing what to do , 

just gazing out a t the hori zon ooo 

How much l onger will the international commu­

nity remain i ndi fferent to our sufferinGs ? 

The Dakar Confe r enc ener ,MroChai rman , does indeed 

help t o provide young Kaur a wi t h an answer o For , as f ar as we a r e con­

cerned , it is one further step in the fulfilment of our undertak-

ing to ensure that Namibians have a land that i s t he irs , t hat 

they shape t hei r own des t iny , that their children shall go to 

eoo/ooo 



-school, tl1eir women be treated with respect and their old people 

be cared for, in short, that within the comity of free nations, 

Namibia shall offe r t he ori ginal contribution of it s people t o the 

civilisation of the Universalo 

To the Presidents and/or Chnirmen of the 

United l'lations Council for Nami bi a 

The Committee on Decolonisation, 

The Committee on ,',parthe id 

The Human Ri :·c:;hts Commission , 

I should like t o say that we have always carefully 

followed , and firmly supported t ··, e ceaseless efforts made by the 

Organisatiorn you administer with compe t ence and di s tinctiono We 

srhall always give them our unflinching support and assistance , t o 

en&ure that the voice of fre edom and jus tice is heard, in all 

places, especially in Afric ao 

To t he Director General of UNESCO, I would say we 

are aware of the support given by your Organisati on to the Nami b i an 

people .. 

We have followed UNESCO ' s efforts to participate 

effectively in training Nami bi an youth and in illustrating the v alues 

of t he Nami bian peoplea In the nenr future , I am sure , the youth of 

Nami bi a will shape the destiny of the i r c ountry o 

To the OAU Secretary-general, I would say that i n 

representing our Organi sation at the Dakar Conference, you ar e once 

again displaying the unfl agging interest and sustained action of the 

African Heads of State , in matte r s affecting t he s til l dependent 

peoples of Afr ic~. especi al l y the Namibian peopl e ., 



1'1r o Speaker, 

1'1r o Prime Minister, 

1rhe President of the Economic and Social Council, 

Honourable Ministers, 

Your Excellencies, 

The United-Nations Commissioner for Namibia , 

Mr o Chairman, 

Ladies and Gentlemen , 

The Senegalese Government and people ar e particularly proud 

to welcome the participants to this Dakar Conference. 

Ladies and Gentlemen , 

You have come to discuss with us the recognition and promo­

tion of H'J.ffian Rights in Namibia o More than that, what we are trying 

to do is help find solutions that will enable the Namibian nation 

soon to exercise the basic right of self-determinationo 

Writing in a publication called "The Colonial Question", 

Lenine expr essed the idea that "the right of Nations to self-deter­

mination meant their right to political .:hndependence." And what is 

independence, if not freedom to conduct one ' s public and interna­

tional affairs? 

000/000 



We owe the bes t expression of freedom to the genius of the 

French peopl e o II All men are born and remain f r ee and equal in 

r i ghts 11
0 It was the Fr ench Revo l ut ion of 1789 which brought the 

principle of s uch fr eedom into International Law o "The f r eedom of 

the individual 11 has become 11 t h0 freedom of all men" , the pr eroga-- -· 

tive of the St at e o But it remains 11 Freedom 11 ,therefore a human 

right, and t hi s i s what l ed t he pri est, l ' Abbe Gr egoirE:._ to propose 

that the Convention should proclaim a "Declar ation of the Ri ght 

of Nations 11 

It i s t he r efor e not surpri sing that t he 1966 Pacts r elating , 

on t he one hand , to economic, social and cultural ri ghts and, on 

the other, to civil and political rights , pos tul ate, in their 

very first articl e , as preceding every other right , the right of 

all peopl es to self- deter mination o 

Ladi es and Gent l emen , 

I should like to thank the United Nations Commi ss ioner for 

Namibi a , t he International Institute of Hurr1an Ri ghts , the Interna­

tional Committee of Juri sts and the International Ass oc i ation of 

Democr atic Jurists who , at the request of the Committee on Human 

Ri ghts, wers the originators of what will now always be r eferred 

to as the 11 Dakar Conference 11
0 

The Senegalese Government invited the organisers of thi s 

Conference to hold it in Dakar , be cause i n Senegal , we pay at t en­

t i on to ever ything relating t o human fr eedom and the independence 

of our continent,for these ar e the guarantees of our identityo 

ooo/ • oc 
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Less than twenty days ago, together with the Palestine 

·Liberation Organisation (PLO), we inaugurated here in Dakar, a 11 Week 

devoted to Palestine"o In due season, and for many years , we made 

our contribution to enable our Guinea- Bi ssao brothers to attain 

sovereigntyo We did so within the limits of our materi al resources , 

but with all our heart and, sometimes, with the blood of our sons. 

SW.APO has had an office in Dakar for ove r a year, and we have granted 

its representatives diplomatic status to facilitate t heir tasko 

Convinced tha t the world cannot achi eve peace excep t in an 

atmosphere of freedom and equality , having a l ways fought for the ad­

vent of a world of concord, whe r e each wi l l bring a building block to 

the construction of a new edifice , a new economic and moral order, 

we r esolved, ever s ince we be came independent, to establish our pre­

sence wherever ther e were men fighting for the right to live in 

dignity, the right to live de cent, human lives. 

That i s why we have always supported the activities of the 

United Nat i ons and of the Or gani sati on of African Unity, in their 

respective efforts to solve t he t r agic problem of Namibia. 

Having said this by way of introduction, I should like to 

say what the Unit ed Nations, on the one hand , and the ./1.frican States, 

on the other, have done to f ind a just solution to the problems of 

Namibia, before giving you a few thoughts t owards the end. 

+ 

+ + 

If one follows closely t he act i on taken by the Interna­

tional Community, one is struck by the consistent and convinced back­

ing given ,in the past, by the League of Nations and, at the present 
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time , by the United Nat i ons ,to Nami bia, within t he strict frame­

work of internat ional l aw o 

Unfortunately, at the same time , one i s shocked by South 

.Afric a ' s obstinacy in maki ng Nami bia a theatre fo r i ts i mperial i s t 

and racist policieso 

It was in 1920 that the League of Nat i ons gr anted the 

mandate of "South-west Afric a" , referred to as Namibi a since 19j8, 

by virtue of Resolution 2372(XXII) , to He r Britannic Ma j es ty , to 

be exercised, on its behalf, by the Government of the Union of 

South Africao 

But the Pe r manent Mandat es Commi ss ion had already had 

several opportunities to level justified criticism at South Afri ­

ca for its administr ation of "the sacred t rust committed to it 11 o 

The United Nat i ons , for its part, from the first mee ting 

of the General Assembly in 1946 , di sp l ayed interes t in South West 

Africa on the lines indicated in the provi s i ons of the San Fran­

cisco Charter, particul ar ly Articl es 73 e t seqo I n resolution 

aft er r esolut ion, it r ecommended that Nami bi a should be pl a c ed 

unde r a trusteeship system, as in the case of the other t erritor­

i es which, at the time of the League of Nations, had had a s i mi ­

l ar l egal system o 

The first of t hese Resol utions was dict at ed by the atti­

tude of South Afric a which, through i ts r ep r esentative at the Gen­

er al Assembl y , had asked for Namibi a t o be incorporat ed pu~el y 

and s i mp l y into its t erritory , invoking the very ques tionable 

decision of an all-white loc al Assembl y and a so-call ed r e f er en­

dum, in r espect of which it was not prepared t o give any informa­

tion, nor agr ee to s upervi s ion in any shape or formo 



Thr ee years later, taking a new step in the ri sing clamour 

for the annexation of Nami bia, 8 outh nfric a informed the United 

Nations that it would no longer submit r eports, nor reply to quest ­

ions and comments on the ad.ministra tion of the territoryo 

Mos t anxious to preserve the semblance of legality, the 

United Nations, through the General ,'1ssembly, applied to the Inter­

national Court of Justice, for its opinion on South Lfrica ' s legal 

obligationso The answer was clearo The Int ernational Court of 

Justice stated unequivocally, in a ruling given on 11 July 1950 , 

that South West L.fric a was "a territory under international mandate 

held b;:,r South 11.frica, from 17 Dec ember 1920", and , moreover, the 

St ate exercising the :mandat e , South Lfrica , "was subj ect to inter­

national obligations as stated i n l,rticl e 22 of the Le ague of 

Nations Fact; consequently, "it was in duty bound to transmit 

petitions from the inhabitants of the t erritory, the functions of 

supervision being vested in the United r;1ations ", to which annual 

r eport s should be submittedo 

That ruling was steadily flout ed by Sout h Africao 

1,.1 though right lay on t he side of t he United Nations, that 

Organisation tried once more to negotiate with South Lfricao But 

South Africa ' s attitude was clearly hostil e o More than that , it 

treated the Ir ... t ernational Community with contempt, and proposed 

negot i at ing with the Uni ted States of ,Jnerica, F'rance and the Uni ­

ted Kingdom o By r efusing to consider all Uni ted Nat ions Member­

States as valid i nte rlocutors , South ~fric a served up its r acist 

idea in another formo 



South Lfric a ' s counter-proposal was not in keeping either 

with th e l etter or the spirit of the ruling given on 11 July 1950 

by the Internati onal Court of Justice o It coul d not be accepted, 

and was vigorously rejected by t he United Nat ionso 

The Speci al Committee which was then set se t up by the 

Gene r a l Assembly, was compelled to admit that its mis s ion had 

failed , fac ed as it was by South hfrica's steady r efus al to 

listen to r easono 

Nevertheless , to give practical expre s s ion to the Court's 

l egal ruling , the Gen e r al Assembly se t up another Committee, 

r e f erred to as the "South West /.frican Committee II o Its task was 

to make sur e tha t it performed the supervisory duties allocated 

to it,on behalf of the United Nations o Once again, South Lfrica 

r efused to co-oper at e frankl y and s incere l y with the n ewly crea­

t ed bodyo 

Not discouraged by ttis negative attitude , the United 

Nations made a fresh a t tempt and set up a Good Offices Committee 

consisting of the United St ates of ~,_merica, the United Kingdom 

and Brazilo Its mi ssion was to di scuss with the Pr etori a Govern­

ment, the basis of 11 an agr eement which would accord inte rnational 

status to South-west i~fr i ca o 11 

Once again, South ~frica's obstin~cy was under - estimatedo 

The various stands t aken by the l"iediation Committee , on 

behalf of the United Nations, were r egarded as unacceptable by 

South ;:,.frica which, actually , seized t he opportunity to disclose 

its real i ntentiono It openly proposed p artitioning Namibi a 
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into a. "white 11 zone , in the South, with built-up areas and rich, 

fertile l ands , and a rrblack 11 zon e in the North, which is r ather 

&rid country. The white zone was to be incorporated into South 

./:..frica , whil e the black zone would be subject to international 

status. 

Thes e suggestions were obviously unwelcome to mos t of the 

General Lssembl y members, who regarded them quite rightly as a new 

manifestation of r acism. 

In 1959, the Good Offices Committee submitted a record of 

negative achievement to the General Lssembly . 

The following year, Ethiopia and Liberia, former League of 

Nations 11embt-?rs, filed an action with the International Court 

against South Lfrica. They sought to i mpress upon the Court the 

fact that South Lfric a had violated the League of Nations mandat e 

assigned it in 1920, nnd should be made not only to observe the t e rms 

of that mandate, but submit to supervision by the United Nations . 

The case dragged on for s i x years . South 1,.fric a took advan­

tage of this long pe riod, t o dig in its Lpartheid heels more firmly 

in Namibia, and prepare the gr ound for the annexation of the t erri­

tory. 

Namibia was, in f act, incorporat ed into South 1·1.frica, and 

is now ~~s fifth province . There, for ~ver t en years, the South 

J,frican authorities have established 11 b antoustans n or "national 

homelandsn. This is t he practical i mpl ementation of the famous 

policy of 1'separat e development 11 whi ch, in effect, me::ans nparkingn 

Blacks in tribal r ese rves . These r eserves which , in any case,should 
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not cover mor e than L~O% of the t erritori es avail able for Blacks 

who form 85% of t he total populat i on ar c , quite cl early , a negation 

of the right t o se l f -deter minat i on. In Senegal we have accep t ed 

self-determination and have always fought agains t any form of balka­

nis ati on which does not r espect the democrat i c principl e of ''one 

man , one vote 11 • 

In 1961 the "Special Committee for South-west Lfric a " h ad been 

set up to r epl a ce the "South- wes t Lfric an Committee ". In May 1962 , 

the Pr esident and Vic e-Pres i dent of tt~ n ew Committee ac c epted the 

Pretoria Governrn<Jnt ' s invita tion to visit South Lfric a and Nami bia. 

But both the Pre sident and his Vice r eturned from their trip more 

than ever convinced t hat t he Committee was doomea to f ailure , firs t, 

be c ause of the Nhmi bian p eopl e 's aspirations and, secondly, be caus e 

of South ii.fric a I s attitudes. Unl ess, of cours e , coercive measures 

were used, including ,force . 

That ver y year, t he Odendaal Committee was appointed by the 

South i~fric an Government, to di scover ways and means which might 

"t o a large ext ent promote " t he well -be ing of the Namibi an popula­

tion. It submitted r ecommendations which amounted in fact to a 

n ew formulation of Lparthe i d principles . 

In essence , the r ecommGndations urged the fragment ation of Nami­

bi a into "homelands II whe r e Non- 1.,,Jhi t es would be brought together on 

a tribal bas is, whil e t he .~hite s would live in an exclusively white 

zone , exc ept that Blacks woul d be free to go and wor k there , as 

and when their "fiasters ' 11 nGeds r equired. 

00 0 /00 0 
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'In 1961+, the South ,'i.frican Government approved the conclu­

sions of the Odendaal Committe e o The United Nations General 

;\ssembly r eac t ed by declaring that auy at tempt to f r agment the 

t erritory woul d be r egarded as a viol ation on the part of South 

Lfric a of the t e rms of its mandat e o 

This was the prevailing atmosphe r e i n which on 18th January 

1966, after the President of the International Court of Jus tice 

used his casting vot e , since the voting was equal,the Court gave 

an embarrassed rulin g , to the eff ect that it would not examine 

the substance of the cas e submitted in 1960 by Ethiopi a and Libe­

riao In the Court's view , thos e St a t es had not establ ished any 

right or l egal inter est which could warrant action on their parto 

Thi s decision gr eatly aff ected and disappointed all law­

abiding persons and lovers of jus tice , especially the peopl es of 

;,fricao SWl\PO, in desper ation, dec i ded on 26t h Jl.ugust of the 

same year , to embark on an ar med struggl e o On 27th October,the 

Unit ed Nations General ·~ssembly , for its part , r eact ed by endiing 

South ~fric a 's mandate. It decl ared that from then on South-west 

J:..frica came unde r th lc: direct r esponsibility of the Unit ed Nations o 

The followinJ year, it set up the Unit ed Nati ons Council for 

"' Namibia , ves ting it with power to administGr that t erritory,which 

had been l egally withdrawn from South 11frica . The Council is 

ass i sted in i ts task, by a United Nations .Commi ssioner, whose 

devotion to his t ask i s not in doubto 

Three year s aft er that i mportant decision , the Security 

Council r ecognised that the General .,ssembl y had eff e ctively 

ended the South ;;_frican mcuidate , and decided that all action 

t aken by Pretori a with r egard to Nami bi a, s ince -the ending of t he 



the mandate, was illogalo 

Even the<south Lfrica did not modify its positiono It 

informed the Security Council that it did not r ecognise the Lss em­

bly's decision which purported to end its mandate , and regarded 

all United nations r esolut ions as invalid, including those taken 

by the Council itselfo 

.!i.ft e r a s eri es of r es olutions which grew steadily firmer 

in tone , the Council consulted the International Court of Justic e 

on the Namibian probl em o 

In 1971, the Court decl ar ed South ~frica ' s presence in 

Namibia illegal and stated t hat the members of the United Nations 

wer e in duty bound to r ecognise its illegalityo They should,among 

other things, r efrain from any rel ations with the South .~frican 

Governmento 

The Council drew thG neccssar ;y conclusions from this ruling , 

by a decision dat ed 20th October 1971, and emphasiz ed, in particu­

lar, the eff ec t t he South Lfrican Government ' s r efusal to withdraw 

from Namibia could have in creating conditions inimical to the 

maintenance of peace and security in t he regiono 

In February 1972, it invited the United Nations Secretar y 

General, in c onsultation with a group of three members, to get 

in touch with the interes t ed parti es , to make sure that the people 

of Namibia would, in due course , exercis e their right to self­

det erminationo Once again, the t alks ended in total failure, and 

the Secretary-General, in hi s r eport to the Council, was careful 

to point out tha t the South Lfric an authorities wer e not anywhere 

n ear the United Nations' concept as r egards relations between 
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Soutl) ii.frica· and Namibi a, and was even f urthe r away from the i dea 

of any exercise of the ri ght of self- determination . 

Lgain, Unit ed Nati ons effort s me t with South :.1.fric a ' s unwar­

ranted obstinacyo Contact between the Sec r e t ary General and the 

South Lfrican authorities , was cons i dered us el ess , and was aban­

donedo 

Then on 27th Septmcber 197'-~, an unpre c ed. 2nted event in the 

history of the United Nations occurredo The United Nations Council 

for Namibia which had been appointed by tho General ;·.ssembly in 

1967 to administe r Namibi a on behalf of the Unit ed Nat i ons , aft er 

the ending of South .Lfric a ' s mandate, promulgated its fi r st decree 

designed to protect Nmnibia ' s natural resources o 

This p i ece of l egislation which is of considerabl e historical 

and l egal significnn9e , places the entire exploit ation of Namibi a 's 

r esources under the authority of the Council, and cancels al l pre ­

vious authorityo It penalises any violation of these provisions 

by seizure and confisca tion of products and transport, and provi des 

for comp ensation for Nami bi ans against any offenders o 

fhe jurists will h av e the t ask of di~cussing the basis and 

efficacy of the Council ' s decree 0 We r e3ard it s l egitimacy as 

~ayond dispute o It now only r emains for the Member-Stat e s of the 

Organisation, especi ally thos e i n the for e front of world affairs, 

to see that it is fully impl ementedo 

Thus, the Inte rnational Community, unc easingly,and by a firm 

stand on absolutely scu~d l egal principl es , has us ed all the 

ordinary processes to bring South ~fric a to r e spect its obligation 

as a United Nations Memb er - St a t e . 
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tt ha s never f ail ed ~o sei8e the slightest opportunity to 

support Namibi ans fi ghting for Fr eedom. Las t year, it allowed 

SW.J?O and all t he Lfric an Li ber ati on lfovement s t o t ake part in 

~onferences and Committee Mee tings arranged unde r the aegis of the 

Unit ed Nations. Thi s de ci s ion i s of out s t ,mding i mportance , because . 

it en abl e s t h os e directly involved in libe r ati on s truggl es to make 

their voice s heard. 

But it still does not appear that we have succeeded in get­

ting t he South / .frican Government t o agr ee t o abide by its obliga­

tions . 

Ls f ar back as 1967, the Committe e on Human Rights, through 

the special Expert Group, submitted almos t t en r eports, in which 

violations of human rights we r e de s cribed with meticulous care. 

Detailed r e commendations have been made and t he Committee's resolu­

tions as well as thos e of the Ec onomic and Soc i al Council, can be 

coun.ted by the score . 

Even the ultimatum from the Security Council on 17th Dec em­

ber 1974 to the South Lfrican Government, ha r dl y creat ed any i mpres­

sion. Indeed, a t tha t ver y moment, on the 20th May l as t, to be 

precis e , t en days before t he je adline expired, in spite of the in­

tervention of the Governments of the United St a t es of 1...me rica, the 

United Kingdom and France , South "'-fric a procl aimed its firm inten­

tion not only t o r efus e t o withdr aw f rom .Namibia befor e 30th May 

1975, but also to refuse to alter its policy • . .nd it is certain 

that no one is d ec eived by the propos al s f or consulta tion and the 

so-called self-determination pl ans which ar e given so much publici­

ty. They c ertainly do no t de ceive the Namibi an people who,acting 

under SWI.PO ' s directives, s t eadily r efus ed to h sve any truck with 

the nphoneynelections staged by the South ; ... frican authori ti e s at 

t ~ P. end o l As t __yea. 



16 

The t i me has pernaps come for the International Com­

muni ty to shoulder its responsibilitieso Surely it is i mposs i ble 

for one of its members dcty aft er day to flout the aims and princi­

ples for which i t stands , wi thout casting doubts on i ts ties wi th 

t he Or gani s ation! Surely the provisions of Chapter VI I of the 

Chart er were laid down precisely to prevent a St ate from acting 

i n a manner likely to disturb int ernational l aw and ordero Ji.. cl ear 

answer 1vi ll cert ainly h av e t o be given to these ques tions in the 

near future . 

The Organisation of I'J'r i c an Unity , for i t s par t, has 

spared hardly any effort to secure the l i beration of Nami bia . I 

should now like to te l l you briefly about this , before moving to 

a conclusion o • 

Ls soon a s i t was set up in 1963 , t he o;.1.u began el i mi­

nating all farms of colonialism ,, 1l 1h e first words of the preamble of 

the Addis Lbaba Chart er rel ate to the ri ght of s elf- determination : 

"Convinced that all peoples have t he inalienable ri ght to determine 

the i r own destiny ", the Heads of ;~frican St2tes have set t herns el ves , 

i n addition to the other obj e ctives of the Organi sation , the task of 

el i minating all forms of col onia lism in Af r ic a " o ,\.mong t h e pri nci ­

p l e s enunc i a t ed, complete devotion to the total emanci pation of 

!i..fri can t erritories still dependent, stands high on the list o 

Our preoccupations ar e modest and legitimate o We wi sh 

to be i ndep endent and enjoy the fruits of our l abour, in all justice o 

To give practical effect to i ts s t and in t he anti-col o­

nialist strug;I,le, t he Organisation of ;drican Unity set up an appro­

pri ate body, name l y , "The Co- ordinatin::; Cammi tte e for t he Li berat ion 

of L.fric a r.r., That was the fir s t committee it s e t up o We were anxi ous, 

i n so doi n g , to demonstrat e the determination of our r espec-

tive Governments to carry on the struggle for the f r eedom of t he 
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Cont inent, and al so to mark the i mportance of thi s probl em as f 2r 

as our Organisati on is conc ernedo The Committee c entralises and 

di s tribute s f inanci al and mili tar y he lp" Re cently, t oo , in J.pril 

1975, at Dar es Sal aam , t o be pr eci se , t he OAU set up a nspecial 

Committ een, r e spons i bl e f or questi ons r el ating to Namibi a " It is 

mad e up of _.'_f r ican membe r s of the Counci l f or Nrnni bi a o /.nd its 

main t ask i s t o k eep clos e track of all probl ems r e l ating to Nami­

bi a " 

It is worth pointing out t hat the e ffort s of the Organis a­

tion of Ji.frican Unity are not dire cted towar ds the setting up of a 

bl ack Sta t e or a 11 r aci s t Stat e in revers e no These efforts ar e 

intended to achi eve , in Nami bi a , a multinati onal soci ety wh er e all 

men of good will, whet he r White or Bl nck , can fi nd a pl ac e " 

This i s the spirit whi ch clearly ps rvados the Lus aka Manife s-­

to and the Mogadi s cio Decl ar ation, whi ch set out, to s ome extent, 

the philos ophy of the Organisat ion of },fr i can Unity , as r egards the 

liber ation of Southe r n ~fric an 

The Lusaka l'lanifes t o, publ i shed i n 1968 during the Central and 

Eas t 1-fric an St a t es Summi t , wo.s adopt ed a t the 6th ordinar y s ession 

of t he OLU ~\ssem-bl y of Heads of St a t e and Government" It i s r eal ly 

a contributi on 0f t he fir s t i mport ance to ~frica ' s det e rmination to 

creat e a world of unders t anding and peacc o Thi s i mportant document 

is, unfortuna t e l y , not ver y wel l known" 

Neverthel ess, on behalf of the Organi sation of 1\frican Unity , 

tho ~usaka Mani fes to h8s already been submitted by my fri end, the 

Pres ident of t he Republi c of Camer oon, Mr" Ah amadou JillIDJO, at the 

24th s es sion of t he United Nati ons Gener al :":..ss embly " It is a care­

full y r easoned ar gument, expr essed in di spassionate t erms, stemming 



from a firm r es olve to build and not destroyo 

The Manifesto reaffirms t he princip l e of the ri ght of 

self- determination, depl or es the situation which prevail s i n -~fri ­

can t erritori es under foreign rul e , links racism with colonialism, 

and l ays down t he principl e of the liberation of .,frica as a prior -

ity aimo 

This Manifesto h1.1,.rnbl y r ecognis es the f act t hat 1~frican 

St ates have not found ideal solutions to thei r problemso It r e ­

j ects anti-racist r ac i sm, and cons i ders viol ence as a l as t r esort o 

Ls f ar as it i s concerned , yes , indeec: , the Whites of .Lfrica have 

no more ri ghts than the Blacks, they have ,j ust as ruany, in a frame­

work of the rul e of l aw o It i s well worth quot ing a f ew short pas­

sages from the Mani festo t o ge t a better gr asp of it s underlying 

spirito 

"Our a i ms in i .. fric a o o o stern from our attachment t o 

this principl e of human equal ity o We ar10 not hostile to the admi n­

istration -of the St a t es i n that region)( because their conduc t and 

supervision are in t he hands of Whit e so We ar e opposed to that 

administration because it repre sents systems of minority cont rol, 

based on doctri nes of human ineqiali t y 11 o Another quotation : 

"We believe that al l who have made their homes in ~"..fri can 

countries ooc ar e Lfricans, in spite of the colour of their skin , 

and we ar e opposed to a majority racist Government which adopts a 

philosophy of deliberate and pe r manent discrimination against citi­

zens on grounds of r ace "c 
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11 I 11 l"I:ay 19'?3 , at the 1 0 t h annive r s a r y of the Or gani sati on 

of :;.f r i c an Uni ty , the Re nds of St a t e adopt e d a gen e r a l policy s t a t e ­

ment o Th a t i mport an t document , s umming up the wor k of 0~.U, affirms 

t h e Or gani sat ion ' s be l i e f in t he e ffic a cy of a r med st r u ggl e , ~nd l ays 

t h e f oundations f or futur e a c ti ono The essenti a l f eature or s uch 

acti on lie s in deve l opment , e sp e c i a l l y i n d e col oni s a t i on. We hav e 

n ev e r under-ra t e d the ways of p e ac e , on the c ontrar y o 

The Senegal ese Gove r n men t which , fo r i ts p art, i s deepl y 

a tt ached t o l aw and justice , l ost no opport uni t y i n t r y i n g t o di s co­

v e r, i n ~ranquil _ s e r e n i ty , the b est so l ution to t he p r obl ems of 

Sou the rn ~frica , especi al l y , thos e of Namibi a o A y ear ago , we we r e 

s till p r epar e d t o do so, i n c ircums t anc e s wo r e ga r d ed as obj e ctive 

and in k eepi ng with our me t hods , by s ending a d e l e gati on of juris t s 

to t hose Sta t e s o But we h a d l a id down condi tions r egar din g the 

libe r a ti on of poli t ic o.l pri sone r s and the tot a l fr eedom of our own 

ob s e rve r s o Our i n iti ativ e wns us e d a s a publ i c i ty s t unt, and we a r e 

still waiting f or a r ep l y f rom our i nte rlocutorso 

We a r e men of d i alogu e , but l e t u s no t be mi s un de rs t ood o We 

hav e n e v e r, i n any shape or f or m, sou ght di a logu e in our own inter­

est, b e t ween our s el v e s and t he South . . fr i c an Gov e rnment o We shoul d 

.like onc e aga i n t o say that d i a l ogue mu s t b e unde r t ake n by t h e 

p arties c on c e r n e d , i n ot h e r wor ds, the Gove rnment and e a ch of t h e 

e thnic gr oup s : Whites , Bl a c k s , Indi ans an d Colour ed s o Our rol e 

shou l d b e confi n ed t o p r omoting this p e a c e ful d i scu ss i on f a c e to 

f a c e , in c i r cums t anc e s which wi l l ensure tho f r eedom of t h os e 

en gaged in t a l k ing acr oss t he bo nr d o 

+ 

+ + 



Mro President, 

Ladi es and Gentlemen, 

Having tri ed to set before you , as clearly as 

possible , t he efforts made by the United Nations and the Lfrican 

States, to find just solutions to the problems of Nami bi a , I a.hall 

now move slowly to my conclusion. 

Bec o..use u.:;.· 2:MLPO ' s i :J.tens i f ication of its strug­

the repressive measur os against the Nami bi an people have become oore 

savage than evero The terribl e treat ment meted out t o migrant l a ­

bourers, the wr etched living conditions in the homelands, the l arge 

number of "camps ", public flo ggi ngs of men and women , inhuman treat­

ment 6f prisoners, al l theso p r act ices are fed by f eelings of h atred 

and s corn whi ch we can only describe as "ra cism" o They a r e, in 

effect, just a n ew form of the ol d ~; l bo- European tl1c ory t hat the 

bl ack Man is a "sub- man "o 

I said r ecentl y , i n Tunis, that if _;',]_ bo- Europe ans 

bought and r esold Negroes , 11 i t was hardly because they were wor kers , 

prole t arians ; they h ad often been warriors , ev en princes ; it was be­

cause people wer e bent on r egGr ding t hem as members of another r a ce , 

another e t hnic group, above all , (and this is the crux of the matter), 

as r epr e s ent atives of another culture "o 

To justify Lparthe i d , the South .~frican l;Jhi t e s 

draw attention to the differenc e in the l ev e l of development between 

Whites and non- ¼nites , as i f prosperity were a s i gn of superiority o 

Ls if the founders of weste r n civilisation were not the Greeks who, 

some 2 , 000 years ago, lived a sober , even a parsimonious life , on 

rocky hillso 



I n t h i s c onne cti on , i t i s p e r haps no t idl e to r e c all the 

~a ct tha t Europe of the Mi dd l e ~ge s wns c e rt a i n l y no t t h e r i ch ­

es t p l a c e i n t he worl d . If Marc o Pol o ' s stories about t he f a ­

bul ou s wealth of t h e Eas t some time s h av e l egendar y ov e rtones , we 

now k n ow t h a t t h e count r i e s of Hs i a a t tha t t i me we r e much rich­

e r and more adv anc e d i n c i v ili s a tion tha n t h e countri e s of Eu ­

rope . 

It i s fitting , i n ;thi s c ont ext~ · t o ~ecall t hat Moh enj o-Daro 

and Harrap a writing i s i n t h e Dr avid i an language , a nd Bl a ck 

Dravid i ans, r e f e r r ed t o by the Gr eeks as "E :-i.s t e rn Ethiop i ans " 

we r e t he Bl a cks of _\s i a 1..,,-ho h a d buil t up the f irs t civili sation 

of t h e I ndus v all e y , a t housand y ears b e for e the arriva l of t he 

Whi te niir yan s ". 

Schol a r s have n ow demonstr e t e d tha t the bl a ck Man, the 

white Lan and the y e l low l"lc=m , a ll spra n g f r om a c ommon anc e s t or 

- Homo sapi e n s . The r a c i a l d i ff e r e nc e s wh i ch a r e obs e rva b l e a r e , 

in effe ct , onl y t he r esu l t of ge ogr aphi c a l , h i s t ori c a l and cul­

tur a l ev ol ution. More t han t h i s , i t i s a ccepte d tha t the r e is 

no suc h t h i ng as a h i e r a chy when i t comes to the cultura l h e ri­

t a ge of t h e diffe r e n t e thni c gr oups in the worl d . It h as been 

p roved , i n s h ort, tha t ~1 1 the gr eat c i vili s a t i ons we r e , and 

still ar e , civ ilis a t i ons of cultura l mi sc~no Th i s i s 

pre c i se l y what the Wh i t e South ~f r ic ans r e fus e to a c c ept, but 

it i s h appen i ng i n s p i t e of them ~ and t h r ough their a gency , a t 

t he same t i me . For the stu bb or n fa ct s a r e t he r e : a s a g a ins t 4 

million v}hi t e s , the r e a r e 2 mi l li on Col0urdds, n o t t o mention 

2 million I ndi ans who a r e , by de finiti on , ncoloured s no 



God forbid that we sho1-1ld champion the ide a of ass i mil ationo 

On the contrar y , the defenc e and illustration of the identity of 

the v alues of civilisation of individu al e t hnic gr oups is a l egiti­

mate undertaking and a f acto r making for the progr ess of mankind o 

Sentimentally influenced by the at ro cities of "racism as 

pr actised by 1,,Jhi t es agains t \rJb i tes II during the Second World War, 

men gave fre e r e in to t heir sense of solidarity , and ther e arose 

a desire for communion which crystallized in the ,San Francisco 

Charter and the Universal De clarnt ion of Human Ri ghts o \rJhen it 

comes to "raci sm as practi sed by Whites agai ns t Blacks" , we nee d a 

new imnuls e of lucidity and gener os ity to overcome our truculent 

self'is.'.ness a.YJ.d bend our energi es , with one swing , towards the 

civilisation of the Universal, by breaking down barriers of rac e o 

The "Dakar Conference on Namibi a and Hum R.n Rightsn , has come 

at the right t i meo 

The Decade of Struggle agains t Racism and r acial Dis cr i mi n a­

tion which began on 10 December 1973, should not end l eaving these 

scourges still f irmly root ed, for t hey simply degrade man - the 

r acist as we ll as h i s victimo 

Lccording to Sant a Cruz, L.partheid c an be explai ned "in 

t e r ms of t he \..Jhit e Man ' s dut y to maint ain, a t all costs, the pur ity 

of his r ace o o o a mi ss ion for South L.frican 11.hi t es , the heirs of 

Wes t e rn civilisati on , t o propagat e and defend that civilisation. 

They must the r efore ensure supremacy over the Non- Whites , and r e ­

j ect the principle of r acial equality ". Thus it appears the crime 

of .:'~partheid has been committed in t he name of all \,Jhi t es , except 

those who, by concrete act s , opt out of the South Lfrican racist camp. 
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Lnd now , by way of conclus i on , I must l eave -che parti c J­

p ants i n t hi s Conf er enc e wi t h a f ew thoughts t hat mi ght p erhaps p ave 

the way f or concre t e a~ ti on o 

One fact seems to me t o be s i gnificanto Not s o l ong 

ago t he "Internat i onnl Pac t on Econ omi c , Soci al and Cultur al Ri ghts 11 ? 

cane into f orc e o The 1'Pact r el ating t o Ci vil and I'oli tic a l Rights 11 , 

wi ll come int o forc e on 23r d March t h i s yearo 

Thi s augurs wel l f or the l a t er r esult s of the Dakar 

Conferenc e a 

Nami bi a should adher e t o the Se c ond Fact, as well as t o 

t he one r e l ating to Ec onomic, Social and Cul tural Ri ghtso The onus 

r ests · on t he juris t s t o say h ow , and t h r ough which Organis ati on, 

such adhe r enc e can be obtained o 

We know t hat t he Uni ted Nati ons Council fo r Nami bi a ha s 

be en authorised by the Gene r :11 1~ssembl y , in o.c c ordanc e with 

Resol ution 224-S ( S- V) of 16th May 1967 , t o adminis t er Namibia until 

that c ount r y at tains independc.nce 11 with t he lar gest p ossi bl e part i ci­

pat i on of the people of the t erri tory "o He r e , to o , ther e i s a beam 

of li ght to gui de t hose who care t o expl oit t he i dea o 

The United Nati ons h as se t up t he IJ0t1aka·,.Ins'bitute ' i n the 

i nt er e s t of Nami bi a o That Ins t itute ' s mai n t ask wil l be t o enabl e 

Namibia to assume i t s f uncti ons s oon , as a fr ee and independent 

St at e , e specially by helpi ng t o t rai n it s futur e exe cutive s t aff o 

It woul d be f ortunate i f , i n a l Brge number of European St a t e s , i n 

:d'rica , filll.e ri ca and ;~si a , t he Lus aka Inst i tute had cor r es p ondents 
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who c ould co-op e rat e d irectly in it s work, i n ways to be determined 

by individual St ates o 

Many coun t ries have agreed to participa t e i n the tra in­

ing of Namibian youth, through the gr2nt ing' of scho l a r shipso This 

practice should b e come more gene r a l and widespread , and young Nami ­

b i ans should be t a k en int o the local admini st r ati on s , to start 

i mmedi ate l y famili ari sing themse lves with the organisational methods 

and opera tion of the public serviceso 

The 26th ;~ugust is observed each year by the United 

Nati ons as "Namib ia Day"o It mar ks the l aunching of the armed 

stru ggl e by SW.20 o I should like to sugges t tha t 27th October, the 

anniversary of t he ending of SouthLfric a ' s mand ate , should also 

be commemorated as t he s t a rting point of a week of solidarity with 

the Namibian peopleo To giv e mo r e f it t ing r e cognition to such 

solidarity, a "1\Jational Ji.i d to Nami b i ans Committee II should be set 

up, in each of the countries conc erned o These Commit tees would 

d e t e r mine the type of a i d each would be prepared t o g iveo They 

could be organised r egi onally an d be put i n touch with the spec i al 

OAU Committee for Na1ni b i ao 

In conclusion, no s t on e should be left unturned to make 

Fre edom something more than an emp t y wo r d, and en sur e the triumph 

throughout the world of the ide a l of justice in equality, which i s 

the bas i s on which O .• U as well e.s the United Nati on s r es t o 

Ladies and Gentl ement , 

I declare op en t he Dakar Conference on 11 Nami b i a and 

Human Ri ghts"o 

--- -'---ir 
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Les particinants prennent place 

SGance inau purale pl~ni~re ouverte par S.E. le 

Pr Gsid ent de la R6puhlique du s;n6gal 

Al locution s i naupurales rar 

- ' .. !. A!'!1adou '· ' akhtar ~-PBO W, Directeur g~neral de l 'UNESCO, 

- M. ETEKI MBOUMOUA, SecrGtaire gf n6ral de l 1 OUA 

- r'. . I ssou f ou DJERMJ\KOYE, SecrGtnirc gen eral adjoint 

de s Nati ons Unies , 

- M. San NUJOPA , Presi<i.ent de la SWAPO , 

- S.E. :.,1. 1--i_upiah B. BANDA, Hinistre des Affaires 

Ctrangeres de la Rf publique de Zambie 

- S.E. M. LGopcl d S0d ar SENCµOR, President de la R§publiaue 

du S6ne~ ::i.l . 

Sus~ension Je sCance pour 5 minutes 

' 
Ouver ture de la s ~ance oar le Prfsident de la CanfGr~nc e 

~ 

Aocnt ion du Re~lement interieur de la Conffrence 

Prfsentat ion gGn6ra le des docu~ents de travail 

Ouver ture de la s6nnce par le Pr0sident Ganshof Van Der 

r,Jee rs ch 

ExDos Gs 
~ 

S.E . M. l ' Amhassarlcur Duncan W. Kamana, PrSsident du 

Consb il de s Nati0ns Unies pour la Namibie 

~ A111ana , Pr<:sidcnt cle 18 - Cormission des droits de 

l' Hohne des Nations Hn i e s . 
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S.E . ~ne Joka-Ba ~g ura , PrGsidente de la Quatri~rne 

Conmission dur 'lnt la XXXc session de 1 1Assenblt=e 
' ... 

gG n Grale J es Nati ons Unies et repr£ s entant e du 

Conitc des 24 . 

~:. l'~mh ~ssarteur ~ranck .RoRten, re p r ~ientan t du 

Con i t0 c ontre 1:anarthcid . 

··'·:rnseip:neur J ol··anncs l)yha, Auditcur de l a Pr o-N:mcia­

ture au Caire, r•.:prCs c ntant rlu Sai:nt- .::i i ,:" v:0 . 

-,. Hell herg , rer)rCsent;rnt de l:i F~· derati on J.u t h ;; ri c:,_n :: 

riond ia le . 

' 1 Dvain Eprs, rcnr:;sentant du Cons eil o ec u :' 1, n i o11c 

,lcs .Egli sPs • 

Passi'ltion d e l a rrCsiclence a u PrC·si..dc11t Ke'l: a ·''/YE 

rl~s Co~niss ion s I ct JI . 

SCance inaugu r c1lc clu f.,stiv:i l i nternati onal ,_L; -f iln s 11,· 

la discrini nat i,,n racLlle au Th:.'atrc D<1niel ::_: __ --~, p_o . 

La Conmis si on I sier.rera ,'lans la Salle des 200 

La ro~nis sion I I si0p~r~ dans 13 Salle de l a C~n fCrenc e 

- :-



CONFERENCE INTERNATIONALE 4 ianvier I97 6 
SUR L.A. NAHIBIE ET LES Dl:/)IT C. DE L '!'.-<Or-,~r-: 

Un certain nom~re de festivit f s et r Gc en tions son t n r 6vues 

~ l'occasion d e 1~ Conff re~ce i nternationale de Da~ar sur l a 

Na:m.i0ie et l es 1:: roj_ts <le l ' Eor:m1e : 

~~ -.~~!:-i i , __ S_ ianvier_I976, s ?,1 l--.IS au tr/~ atre ~" a n i e l 

Sorano, s f ance de pala rour l'inaupuration du Festival du Film 

sur la Discri~ j_ nation r a ciale . Deux ril~s s e ro nt projet 6s 
11 Na:mibie, une con.::-i2.rrce trahie " t e t n La de rniere tombe a 
Dir~ba za 

r t 1 ..:1 • t 1 s nar t ic; ,, ..,nts 2. 12. Conf~,renc_e ....,es au O 'US COil <...ll J.r0'77. e _, __ ..,._ , c . . • -

RU t h e atre et nui tteron t : 

- l 'totel de Npo r e t le Vill age ~ 20 t . IS 

- les h6tels en ville~ 20 ~ . 30 

Le_mardi_6_i~~v!~!_!2Z§ ~ I8 ½. 30~ le 0 r ~sident de la 
n,,. i 1 . <' ~ 11 "'nce ' •on S; aur L(~onold Sedar SENSECm , t,.epu :, •. i o_ue , -~on ,Jxce ~ ., __ , · .. -, ._,_, . 

offrira au PRla is de l a P~~u~li0ue une r §cen tion en l 1 honneur 

des carticj_nants ~ la Conf~r Ance . 

Les auto~u s nuitteront le li eu de la Can£§rence ~ re ~eur e s 

pr§cises nour conduire les ~artici?ants au Pa lais • 

• I .. 
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9 h 15 

9 h 30: 

Lee participanta prennent pla.c 

~ennoe inaugurale pleniere o~ve ~e--po••rr:::=s=.~L~c.--1-e- /, 

v 
President cle la R&publi (1ue du ·. s enegal 7J rq,J,_f_lK)toJt 
Allocutions inauguralea par 

F M. 1tmadou Me.htar M- Bow• Direateur eenaral de l'uneooo 
- H. t:: teki Hbo\lmoua , Secretai re gene:i."al de l 'OUA 
~ H. Isooufou Djermakoye 9 Socretaire e~neral adj r,int 

des Nationa Unies 
~ - M • .'..1nm Nujonm 1 .f'reei.dent de la SW/I. PO 

11 h 00 s 

11 h 05 

- s . E. H. Hupiah B. Banda, Minietro dae Affairee 
•trangeres de la Hepubli que do 7.ambie. 

/ s . E. M. Leopold. .s . ~~enr;hor, fr esi<lent de la Tl e,:r.ib lique 
du Senegal. 

-t:uaponoion de aea nce pour ~i mi nu t es 

Ouverture de la aaance par le President de la Conferenee , 
H. Keba M' Daye 

Adoption du ,~eRlement interieur de la Conference 

1Preaontotion generale det1 doc ur:ie nts de trnvail 

14 h 30 1 Ouverture de la seauce pr la President Ganahof Van Der 
Meersch 

:ttx Exposes r 
s. 1: . M. l ' Ambasrsadeur Dunca n w. Kamtma , President du 

r Conseil dee Na tiono Uni ea pour la. Na1nibie 
___,,,... • Allana , President de la Commission des droita de 

l'homrae dee N1.1 ti ona li niea 
· s . ;:.~ . Mme Joka- Ba.ng~i.ra , 1--'resident.ede la Quatrieme 

Commission duran t la XXX e aession de l ' Asaemblee 
g;n~rnle des Nntions Lniea et repr;sentante du 
Corni te des 24 

s.E. M. l ' Ambaseadeur Franck Boaten, ropresentant du 
Comi te eontre l • a.~rtheid . 

~ Monseigneur Joha.n!?-ea Dyha , _A\i-d-iteur d! l a :Pro- rronciaturo 
au Caire , repreaentont du Snin t - Sie ~e 

t-- M. Hol lberg , representant do la Fed~r a ti on lutherienne 
mondi alo 

r: . Dwain Eppes , re:r,resentant du Conseil oecuc,eni cue des 
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