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I. Please find Cl_ttached a dr;:~li: lcHcr to the US Congressman Dennis Kuciniclt in 
response to a letter sent to the Secretary-General n:garding the si1uaiion i11 Gaz.a. 
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I 5 January 2009 

Dear Representative Kucinich, 

f thank you for your letter dated 29 December 2008, in which you 
expressed your concern regarding the developments in Gaza and southern 
Tsrael. 

I arn deeply alarmed by the unacceptable escalation of violence. I 
am also extremely concerned about the price paid by civilian populations. 
Conditions for the 1.5 million people in Gaza are catastrophic. I have 
expressed my condemnation of excessive usc of force by Israel, and I have 
repeated my condemnation of the ongoing rocket and mortar attacks by 
I Tamas and other Palestinian militants. 

I am profoundly troubled that the Security Council's call for an 
immediate end to all violence and all military activities has not been 
heeded, and that the situation has escalated. Let me reiterate my belief that 
there must be an immediate ceasefire that is fully respected by all parties. 
This must create conditions on the ground that ensure that crossings into 
C.Ja:;:a will be reopened; that rocket attacks and weapons smuggling will 
end; that political dialogue, and only political dialogue, will be pursued to 
reunite Gaza with theW est Bank; and that the root cause of this suffering, 
the absence or Israeli -Palestinian peace, is ended. 

Tbe Honourable Dennis J. Kucinich 
Member of Congress 
Congress of the United States 
Washington, D.C. 



I wish to assure you of rny intention to continue my di plomatic 
work in support of the search for peace. I continue to urge international 
and regional leaders to do more to bring to an end the bloodshed and 
suffering. Please rest assured that 1 will not spare any effort to end this 
crisis. Ultimately, our goal rernains a just and lasting solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Yours sincerely, 

BAN Ki -tnoon 



DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
[ 011! DISTRICT, QHIO 

2445 Rf<YBURN HOUSF. 01-l-'!Cll BUIT.DING 
WASHINCJTON, D.C. 20515 

(202) 225·5871 

14400 Dt.TI<O!T AVF.NUE 

Lf\KEWOOD, OHIO 44107 
(216) 228-8850 

P ARMATOWN MJ\ll. 
7904 DAY DRIVE 

PARMA, OH 44129 
(440) 845-2707 

The Honorable Ban ki-Moon 
Secretary General 
United Nations 
First A venue at 46th St1eet 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear Secretary General: 

QLnngr.e.ss nf tfre Nnihll §umn 
ifnlliit nf 11tepre.smtafiue.s 

www.kucinich.house.gov 

C!<"'rRMA"'. 
SUDCOMM!T)"l"l£ ON DOMESTIC PouC'l' 

COMMITTEE ON OVERS!OHT AND 

GOV!OkNMENT REFORM 

COMMITTf.f. ON EDUCATION ANO LABOR 

I write to you today with grave concem regarding the current Israeli airstrikes in Gaza as well as reports of an 
imminent ground attack. ~1l_ o~tl;e -Unj~ec.i N~tioru to establi~h an in~~p-~_!!®!!t _ingl.!iiJ_9_f Israel's war_i!g~inst 
Gaza. 

I believe the attacks on civilians represent collectiv~p_"J!'f!.i~~_sgJ, __ \Yhi~his a violation ofArti_c]~J) 9L t!'!.~J:'_qgJ;IQ_ __ 
Geneva Conven~o~. The perpetrators of attacks against Israel must also be brought to justice; however Israel 
cannot create a war against an entire people in order to auempt to bring to justice the few wbo are responsible. 
The Israeli leaders know bener. The world community, which has been very supportive oflsrael's right to security 
and its right to survive, also has a right to expect Israel to conduct itself in adherence to the very laws which 
support the survival of Israel and every other nation. 

As you lmow, according to published news reports, since the commencement of aerial strikes over 300 
Palestinians have been killed and approxjmately 1 AOO have been wounded. The dead include 20 children under 
the age of 16--nearly half of them killed while on a school bus--and 9 women. The attack aggravated a 
humanitarian crisis wrought by the Israeli-imposed blockade of food, fuel, and medical supplies. 

Israel is leveling Gaza to strike at Hamas, just as they pulverized south Lebanon to strike at Hezbollah. Yet in 
both cases civilian populations were anacked, countless jnnocents killed or injured, infrastructure targeted and 
destroyed, and c1vil law enforcement negated. All this was, and is, disproportionate, indiscriminate mass viokncc 
in violation of international law. Israel is not exempt from international law and must be held accountable. I urge 
you to establish an independent inquiry immediately. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

b/2~~·1<.~ 
Dennis J Kucinich 
Member of Congress 

1 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (1950). Geneva Convention Relative ro the Protection of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War. Rerrieved December 29, 2008 from http://www.unhclrr.ch/html/menu3/b/92.htm. 
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The eont~nts of this facsimile are personal and confidentiaL Please folt\'ard to r:he "ddressee immediately. If there arc any 
problems with this tr::msmission, please notify (202) 225·5871. 
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