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Note to Mr. Nambiar 

LETTER FROM EIGHT HIBAKUSHA IN SUPPORT OF 
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT EFFORTS 

Please find attached a letter to the Secretary-General that the Office for 
Disarmament Affairs has received from eight survivors of the Hiroshima bombing 
(hibakusha) . The letter was given to a member of my staff who recently concluded a 
Peace Boat voyage from Norway to Ireland. The hibakusha requested that this letter be 
delivered to the Secretary-General. 

cc: Mr. Kim 

Sergio Duarte 
18 June 2010 
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1. I am attaching a letter that the Office for Disarmament Affairs has receivea fro eight 
survivors ofth€ nuclear attack at Hiroshima. The authors are currently travelling around the 
world on the "Peace Boat" ana they presented this letter to a member of my staff with a request 
that it be delivered to you. It is possible some of these hibakusha will be meeting you in 
Hiroshima. 

2. The letter commends the Secretary-General' s efforts on nuclear disarmament and urges 
its achievement "within our lifetimes." It endorses the goal of a nuclear-weapon-free Middle 
East. The letter also welcomes your plannea o August visit to Hiroshima and hopes you will use 
this occasion for " moving your ive-Point Pro osals forward." The letter recommends stressing 
the humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons, including their long-term radiation effects. 
The authors also say they will encourage Japan to withdraw from the US nuclear umbrella. 

3. In addition, the letter urges you to consider convening "a conference to en a le ibakusna 
around tfie world to gather-and connect to work together in soliaarity." 

4. In anticipation of your trip to Hiroshima in August, my Office is currently developing a 
list of -roposals for your consideration, whic!:I ~e hope will be_ heJ p!ul in the preparation of your 
remarks for that historic visit. We will submit this list early next week. 

cc: Mr. Kim 

. [Drafted-by,·R:··Rydell] -- -, 

': ~~; ____ .l~--1~ ~:_ . ' 

~Sergio Duarte 
18 June 2010 

SOSG COMMENT 

For SG's approval D 
For SG's attention ~ 
For SG's information 0 
For SG's signature D 

Date: ~ J ,__ l :> 

Comment (if applicable): 

Log number: 10-05960/5961 
1-16431002 

t-l.o ~'"\-\C...,\..-
'(' ... '-0"'~~-\t.~~ -

, CDC 

Recommende~ /s;l1 
Action: ~ 
Date: ~({~ n' 
Comment r 
(if applicable): 



~· . 

A 
lD 
'? 

<:'! 
0 
C\J 
0 

0 
C\J 
c 
:::J --, 
r-
C\J 

r-
<0 
Ol 
lD 
0 
6 

'\9 
G 
0 
-.:! 
0 
0 
"§ 
Q) 
c 
Q) 

G 
~ 
co 
~ 

I' u 
Q) 
(/) 

Q) 

£ 
0 
Q) 
u 

6 
v 

International NGO in Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations 
Bl, 3-13-1 Takadanobaba, Shinjuku, Tokyo 169-0075, JAPAN 

TEL: 81-3-3363-7561 FAX : 81-3-3363-7562 pbgfobal@peaceboat.gr.jp_ ~t~p:!/~.peaceboat.org 
---- ----~- -- -~ .. . . 

-'<. _/ ! 

J) '" / v ·-J, .>vf4 ~- \ June 13, 2010 
Dear Mr Ban Ki-Moon . .JUi·~ 2 I ; :.:_. · 1[ 
Secretary General of the United Nations \ "\ . 1 0 _ 0 5<1 6_! __ . \ \ I 
May we extend our deepest respect and gratitude for yo~dedi&f~-efforts f.or-Jmeremldisarmament We aje 
group of Hibakusha - atomic bomb survivors - currently onboard the "Global Voyage. for a Nuclear-FrJe 
World" organised by the international NGO Peace Boat. We departed from the port of Yokohama, Japan qn 
April 16, and have since travelled together with 850 other participants to Asia, the Middle East, Europe aqd 
Scandinavia, telling people in all places we have visited of the horrors of the atomic bomb and the urge~t 
need for nuclear abolition. 

As well as conveying our own experiences, we have met with victims of war around the world, includif\g 
victims of Agent Orange/Dioxin in Viet N am, Palestinian refugees in Jordan, and holocaust survivors ! I 
Poland. After this experience, as Hibakusha, we were extremely shocked and saddened by the incident 'n 
which the flotilla carrying humanitarian aid for Gaza was attacked by the Israeli Defence Force, and tt;n 
activists were killed. The Israel-Palestine conflict is yet to be resolved, and Israel's possession of nucle*r 
weapons only endangers the potential of peace for the Middle East. We believe that it is now, more than evd,r, 
the time for you to clearly express the need for nuclear abolition, and take steps to achieve a nuclear-
weapon-free and peaceful Middle East. : 

We have heard that you will be visiting Hiroshima on August 6 this year. As the Hibakusha are aging and o~r 
average age is now over 75, your visit to Hiroshima to hear our voices gives us great hope. As Hibakusha, v}e 
have for many years continued to maintain the goal of nuclear abolition being achieved within oqr 
lifetimes. However the nuclear-armed states, including the P5 and also India, Pakistan, Israel and the DPRJ!c, 
are acting as obstacles to it. Yet now, the momentum for a nuclear-free world is gathering, as demonstratqd 
by the US President Obama's speech in Prague last year, and the results of the NPT Review Conference la~t 
month. Your visit to Hiroshima at this critical time is of great significance. We hope that upon th;s 

. opportunity you will be able to strongly contribute to this global momentum, by moving your Five-Poi~t 
Proposals forward, including generating the process for a Nuclear Weapons Convention. 

! 

We believe that cooperation and solidarity with Hibakusha all over the world, including those from t~e 
Korean Peninsula and many other countries and regions, will play a vital role in the abolition of nuclebr 
weapons. It is important for us to speak up not only as Hibakusha from Hiroshima and Nagasaki, b~t 
together with victims of all stages of the nuclear fuel cycle from around the world_,__We call on theUnit~d 
NatiQnSJQ take the initiatiye to convene a conference to enable llibak1Jslla aroum:l the ~orld to gathh 

...... __ Jmd .. connectt.Q:worJ.tlogetherin ~9lidarity, 

I 
More efforts to understand the actual suffering of these Hibakusha today, particularly the effects on the 
human body, are required. Although the Hibakusha of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were examined by the US­
Japan Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission, the results of this research are even now not vet made ful lv 
public. We Hibakusha do not even know what is happening within our own bodies, aO:d this lack ~f 
knowledge catises u~ further distress and pain. We ask that you make efforts for the the United States to 
make this information public, and to enable appropriate medical support and care. Furthermore, we hope th~t 
you will announce to the world the study how much radiation affects the human body, and ~o 
demonstrate the inhumane nature of nuclear weapons. · 
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International NGO in Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations 
B1, 3-13-1 Takadanobaba, Shinjuku, Tokyo 169-0075, JAPAN 

TEL : 81-3-3363-7561 FAX: 81-3-3363-7562 pbglobal@peaceboat.gr.jp http://www.peaceboat.org 

We have great expectations of your appeal to the. world of the need for nuclear abolition from Hiroshima, 65 
years since the atomic bombs were dropped. We hope that the citizens of the world can join together with tile 
United Nations to abolish these inhumane nuclear weapons, and prevent war from ever happening again. Yfe 
will continue our movement to encourage Japan to withdraw itself from under the US "nuclear 
umbrella" and take the lead in global efforts for nuclear abolition. 

We are sincerely looking forward to seeing you in in Hiroshima this summer. 

Kind regards, 

3'd "Global Voyage for a Nuclear-Free World - Peace Boat Hibakusha Project" Participants 

KAJIYAMA Takayoshi 

1fi ~~ (~ t 
KODAMA Mitsuo 

i:_;l ~ I -~ +-l:t­
"/1.____ ·-· ;1_~/t.\'t._ 

NAKATANI Etsuko 

TANAKA Kenji 

TSUKAMOTO Michiko 


