
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

22 December 2014 

Excellency, 

I wish to congratulate you 9n the historic announcement made by the 
United States and Cuba on 17 Dec mber 2014 on the restoration of diplomatic 
relations and the release of several ersons in both countries. 

One of the central purposes and principles of the United Nations is to 
encourage friendly relations amon . states. ·In this regard, the United Nations 
celebrates both t~e decision to restqre diplomatic ties and the commitme~t 
shown by the Umted States and CubJrto promote mutual steps to normahze 
their relations. · 

In your statement of 17 De ember 2014, you recalled the difficulty of 
achieving change in the life of nati ns. Borrowing your words, I welcome the 
determined choice of the United St tes to "cut loose the shackles of the past so 
as to reach for a better future" fort e peoples of the United States, Cuba and the 
Americas. 

The United States and Cubt took a decisive step on 17 December 2014. 
I would like to convey my persona~ support and that of the United Nations for 
the subsequent stages of this proceSs. 

Please accept, Excellency, he assurances of my highest consideration. 

His Excellency 
Mr. Barack Obama 
President of the United States of 
Washington, D.C. 

enca 
Presidents Cuba and US 
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