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CODE Rc.ST~iCTED 

REPORT ON THE MEDAK OPERATION ,AND ASSESSMENT 
OF HUMAN CASUALTIES AND MATERIAL DAMAGES 

HILITARX RBff}RT 

Chronology of the croatiary Army incursion into the Medak pocket 
from 9 September and subsequent deployment of UNPROFOR troops in 

· the area after a cease-fire agreement was signed on 15 September 

1. 9 September: Early morning shelling began along both 
sides of the confrontation line · in Sectors North and South. 

General Cot mediated a cease-fire agreement that was to have gone 
into effect at 11 a.m. However, a~ that time, Croatian Army (CA) 
units launched a surpris'e offensive with he.avy artillery and 
mortar fire into the region\south of Gospic, attacking the area 

of Licki citluk; Strunici (Divo selo) and Donji selo near the 

confrontation line in the "pink zone'' (see map, Annex 1) ·. The 

~A seized the villages of Licki~citluk and Donji Selo. canbat 
l was in the process of establishing observation posts in the 

general area. A reconnaissance had been completed on a September 

and a,post was to be .established in the area of Debela Glau on 

10 September. Canbat 1 had established a forward platoon in 

Medak as a preliminary move. Nine Platoon c Company received 

artillery and mortar impacts within Som of their location. 

2. 10 September: There were further CA attacks against Medak 

and south of Licki citluk. The CA seized the village of 

Njegovani. Serbian artillery fired at the Sisak oil refinery, 
which prompted -Croatian artillery retaliation and rocket fire 
?ver Turanj. UNPROFOR intensified efforts to mediate a cease­
fire. The Croatian President, Mr. Tudjman, told the Special 

Representative of t he Secretary-General, Mr. Thorvald 
Stoltenb~rg, that he had ordered a cessation of shelling but 

could not order a withdrawal from the occupied villages until a 

generalized cease-fire-- agreement was signed. Ge1_1eral Cot sent 
. l ' 

special envoys to meet General Bobetko and General Novakovic, 
However, General Bobetko declined to meet the envoy and General 

Novakovic said Serbian forces would attack CA positions 
throughout the country if they did not withdraw from. the villa_ges 

seized in th~ offensive. 
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3. 11 Septeinber: More than 6,000 artillery a1'1,d rocket 

impacts were reported in Sector South, mainly along the 
confronfation line between Bal jci and Medak, in the areas of 

Obrovac, Mali Golie, Mali ~1an, Ubdina and Gospic. The Serbs 
shelled Karlovac and the Sisak. refiz:iery and fired a FROG-7 rocket . 
at Zagreb. 

4. i 12 September: Samobor was hit by Serbian multiple-launch 
rockets and Karlovac was shelled. Scheduled cease-fire 
negotiations were cance1led and the CA continued its offensive 
in the "pink zones 11 and Secnors. General cot·sent an identical 
proposal to General Bobetko and General Novakovic for a cease­
fire, withdrawal by the CA to pre-9 September positions and the 
deployment of UNPROFOR in the captured areas. 

5. 13 September: General Novakovic accepted the proposal but 

General Bobetko and the Croatian director of National Security, 
I 

Mr. Sarinic, indicated Croatian acceptance would be subject to 
UNPROFOR taking exclusive control of the three villages occupied 

by the CA on 9-l0 September. canbat 1 received a warning order 
which started the battle procedure for the implementation of the 

Medak pocket agreement. Attached under operational control to 

canbat 1 were two Frebat Companies, one from Frebat 1 in Sector 

North and one from Frebat 3 in the Bihac area, Bosnia­
Herzegovina. General Cot visited the confrontation line in the 

Blinski Kut, Moscenica and Glinska Poljana areas in Sector North 
to inspect the deployment of trnPROFOR troops. 

6. l4 September: Croatian air force jets fired rockets at 

Blatusa, near Vrginmost, and bombed near Gradusa: One of the 
jets was shot down .. - by the Sarbs. General cot continued 

negotiations in Zagreb" with General Bobetko, ,while :the chief 
UNMO, Brigadier-General Bo Pellnas, went to Knin for ta.i.ks. 

Canbat l issued orders tor a tour phase operation th~t involved: 

*Phase 1 - c Company canbat 1 and 15 Company Frebat l would 
replace the Serbs in their front line positions; UNMOs would 
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confirm pre-9 September Croatian lines; 

I I 

*Pl:ase 2 - canbat 1 would open a crossing point on the main road -.,,_. 

from the Serbian front line to the Croatian front line; Anti-
Armour Platoon to provicte ·over•watch; 

' *Phase 3 - D Company Canbat .i and 16 Company Frebat 3 would cross 

to the croatfan side with o Company to occupying Croatian front 
line and 16 Company to occupy the pre-9 September Croatian front 

lines. Anti-Annour Platoon to · provi.de over-watch; and 
*Phase 4 - canbat l to ensure ~roats withdraw to pre-9 September 

positions; patrolling tasks to begin within the new buffer zone; 
a sweep team would deploy to clear villages o~ bodies, survivors 

and assist in the provisioh•of humanitarian relief with UNPROFOR 
Civil Affairs and UNHCR. 

7. 15 September: Both sides signed a cease-fire agreement ··:?.::: 
of UNPROFOR control of the Medak pocket after General Cot went 
to Gracac to arrange the deployment of UNPROFOR troops along the 

confrontation line in the area between warring parties. Despite 
' the agreement, there was no CA withdrawal. The operation Pegan 

with the occupation of Serbian front line positions. c Company 
and 15 company had taken up platoon positions. on many occasions 

soon after, occupying Croatian forces directly engaged these 
UNPROFOR soldiers with small ams, heavy machine-gun and, in sorne 

instances, 20nun cannon fire. The canbat 1 troops returned fire 
when it wa~ obviously directed at them. There were no casualties 

suff.ered by ca'nbat 1 and it was unknown whether there were 
Croatian casual ties. Al though negotiations at the Serbian 9 

Brigade HQ stopped this exchange of fire, 

continued to engage sporadically Canbat 1 

Croatian forces 
positions. The 

Croatian ~ilitary agreed to a meeting during the evening to be 

attended by the Croatian Operation Zone commander, General Ademi, 

and UNPROFOR's . Chief,.- Operations Of fie.er, Colonel Maissoneuve, 

Lieutenant-Colonel cal~in (CO canbat 1) and Lieutenant~co16nel 
· Nielsen (SMO sector South). At the meeting, it was agreed that 

Canbat 1 would be allowed to establish a crossing . site on the 

main Medak-Gospic road during that night and that the two 
companies for Phase 3 of the plan would be allowed to cross, 

...... --, ,_, C"u -
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starting at 1200hrs, 16 September. The first Company~o cross 

would occupy the front line oi the ·Croatia~ defenses and the . 
second company, crossing at 1330hrs, would occupy the 9 September 

Croatian ' line. The crossing poi·nt was established at 2400hrs 

when D Company HQ crossed 0 fr~m the Serbian to the Croatian side 

via the road that leads north-w~st from Medak towards Licki-. 
Ribnik. Tactical HQ remained on the Croatian side to hold the 
crossing open until the Companies -could cross on 16 September. 

a. 16 September: Croatian forces in the pocket 
systematically burnt houses. At first li"ght, the forward 
positions reported smoke riting from the villages of Donji Selo 
and Licki citluk. Sporadic small arms fire and large explosions 

were also heard. During the morning, several meetings occurred 

n Gospic between the Croatian authorities and the UN PRO FOR · c:'.i'. 

negotiating team led by Colonel -Maissoneuve, resulting in 

substantial changes to the original canbat operation. Rather 

than immediately occupying both the forward Croatian line and the 
J 

9 September Croatian line, Canbat was directed to conduct the 

operation in phases by occupying successive road lines from east 

to west until they finally reached the 9 September line. As 
well, the deadline for withdra·wal was extended by 24 hours so 

that the Croatian forces did not have to be clear of the 9 

September cease-fire line until 1800 hrs, 17 September. At 1200 
hrs, the first company from canbat l (D) Company) started moving . 
across the crossing point to the Croatian side, where they found 
barriers and mines still in place. The Company was held up until 

.330 hrs, during which time small arms fire and explosions could 

be heard coming from the town held by the C.A. At lJJ0 hrs, D 

Company began to occupy the Croatian front line. The second 
Company was held back until 1430 hrs, when it was allowed to move 
to the second road liJ'.le to the town of Ornice •. ~ Here it was 

ordered to wait before moving into Licki citlu.k at 1800 hrs, ·· the 

time agreed by the UNPROFOR negotiating team in Gospic. 
Explosions and small arms fire continued in the Croatian-held 

towns. At 1630 hrs ·, co canbat met with colonel Maissoneuve.to 

explain the situation concerning suspected 11 ethnic cleansing" 
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occurring in the area. At 18QO hrs, the second Compa~y moved 

into Licki citluk and found it razed to the ground. At the same 
time, t~e Battalion receiv~d or~~rs from conunand Sector South to 

proceed west to try to rescue an enclave of Serbian civilians in 
the area of Strunici, but ~-French Company platoon sent forward 

. found no sign of the Serbs. · Every building was burning or had 

been razed between the towns of Licki citluk and strunici. The 

platoon returned to Licki citluk for the night so it would not 

disrupt ongoing operations. The two companies in position were 
directed to consolidate in their locations and do a quick sweep 

\ 

for survivors, however, they found only several bodies. 
~ .. 

9. 17 September: Bodies of Serbs were found in the Medak 

pocket. At first light, the Companies were ordered to conduct 

a further sweep of their areas. At 0900 hrs, the Frebat 3 

Company began moving westward towards the next phasg line -

Strunici-Poljari - which was achieved by 1200 hrs. The CA had 

moved about 50 soldiers into the area and they staged a small 

demonstration of shooting at the highlands before withdrawing. 

A Frebat J company platoon was sent to conduct a dismounted 

patrol into the highlands to t~y; to locate the enclave of Serbs 

reported to be there. None was found. · At this time, the Frebat 

l Company moved up to the Strunici area and was ordered to 

conduct a forward passage of lines through the Frebat 3 Company 

to the 9 September Croatian line, which ran from V. Krag _to 

Podkiisa to Vedric Polje. This line was achieved by 1800 hrs, 

by which time all Croatian forces had withdrawn from the area. 

Deputy Force Commander Major-General Macinnis visited the Medak 

pocket and UNPROFOR completed the full deployment of almost 500 

troops. During the period 17-18 September, the actual .boundaries 
of the new UNPR0F0R buff er zone were uncertain and there numerous 

instances of confront'a.tion with Croatian military and police 
" forces, characterized by threats to shoot UNPROFOR soldiers ... 

10. 18 September: The Croatian side handed over to the Serb 

authorities 51 bodies found in the Medak pocket. 
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11. 19-21 September: The final negotiations were helg. between 
CO ~anbat 1 and General Ademi and the Chief of the Special Forces 
of.the Croatian Polica, General Markac, to determine the CA front 
line positions and the boundar:i,es of the UNPROFOR zone. 

l.2. 23 September: Gene_ral ~ot wrote a letter to General 

Bobetko giving his assessment of the negotiation process leading 
to the 15 September cease-fire .agreement and the difficulties 
encpuntered in applying the terms of the agreement on the ground. 

The Force conunander said in the letter that he hoped this would 
not affect the success ,of future military negt)tiations. 

13. 25 September: Four French soldiers were injured by mine 

explosions in two incidents in the Poljari area. UNCIVPOL found 
three more bodies in the Medak~pocket, bringing the total number 

of bodies recovered by UNPROFOR to 16. 

SUBSEQUENT AC'l'IVITIES OF UNPROFOR MILITARY, CIV'POL .AND 

CIVfL AFFAIRS 

14. A team was formed to search the main roads and inhabited ,. 

areas for survivors and bodies, and to give an authoritative 

assessment of the destruction. Following a sweep by UNPROFOR 

engineers of the main roads and inhabited areas for mines and 

booby-traps, the team entered the area at 1545 hours on 16 

Sept~~er 1993 and wound up the initial search operation at 1800 
hours on 19 September 1993 . The search team consisted of Canbatt 

soldiers and a medical officer, and CIVPOL monitors. Civil 
Affairs officers liaised with the team. The team searched for 

survivors and bodies and recorded their findings, and recorded 
damages to buildings, but not to infrastructure. Reports ha ve 

been prepared by CIVJ:?OL ( see Annexes 2 and 3) • , · · 

15. From 20 September UNPROFOR military continued mine­

clearing operations of hamlets and areas outside the inhabited 

areas, and condu.cted frequent patrols of de-mined areas in the 

Medak pocket to secure the area and to assist in the search· for 

-, --, , ' - • ~ -. ', - ' - ' ' r -
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bodies. Another purpose of the patrols was, initially "!-to make 

the ~NPROFOR presence apparent, in -the event that there were 

survivors who might come forward. From 24-26 September, CIVPOL 

conduc~ed a _second, more thorough search of the inhabited areas 
for remaining bodies. civii Affairs personnel participated in 

the search. Many of the ruin$ of h?uses consist of exploded and 
burned structures with corrugated roofs that collapsed onto the 
remaining rubble, leaving the - possibility of bodies trapped 
bene~th. The second search team is still on call to investigate 
if reports or indications are giv€n of further potentiaL sites 
of bodies. • 

16, CIVPOL, civil Affairs and UNHCR conducted interviews of 

people displaced from the Medak. pocket by the recent conflict · 
(see Annex 4). They also li,aised with local civil defence 

officials, the Knin authorities and.among themselves in attempts 

to determine the number and pr~sent location of the displaced, 

the number and location of survivors and prisoners of war, and 

the nLmber of dead. ECMM and ICRC conducted interviews, as did 

a representative of the Centre for Human Rights. UNHCR and ICRC 
provided humanitarian assistanc~ to those who were displaced from 

the pocket. 

17. Civil Affairs played a coordinating role for the civilian 
part of the UNPROFOR operation, and provided close liaison 

between UNPROFOR military, CIVPOL, UNHCR and the local 
authorities. Civil Affairs also facilitated and guided UNPROFOR 

Press and Information personnel who came to the area to provide 
coverage for the media and for UNPROFOR's own use. Material for 

TV, radio, the print media, and for UNPROFOR's own records was 

thus obtained (see Annex 5). Among the material are interviews 

with displaced. Visits of international media were facilitated .. -
by Ci Vil Affairs and other UNPROFOR uni ts I and Civil Affairs 

assisted in a visit by local media which had been organized by 

Canbatt I. 

ASSESSMENT OF DAMAGES TO STPJJCTURES__ 
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18. civPol assessed the damages to manY. of the structures in 
. , 

viJlages and hamlets in ' the ·Medak pocket. Sketches were made of 
the areas investigated, with structures indicated. Photos were 

( 

taken. Descriptions wefe· made~of the condition of the homes and 

out- buildings, and in some . cases, of each structure. some 

properties ~onsisted of only a main building (usually a house; 
one or two large buildings ~ay have been used as schools); but 

most consisted of a house with ·associated outbuildings such as 
barn, garage, workshop, chicken coop. 

19. The first UNPROFOR team which enter~d villages in the 

Medak pocket on 16 SeptJrub~r reported that houses, barns and 
haystacks were still on fire. A member of this team (see Annex 

4 , w 17) estimated that the fires had been burning for almost two 
hours before their arrival. Bags full ot looted property were --~: 

found on positions held by the Croatians prior to UNPROFOR' s 
arrival. Serb cars and. wagons in the area had been burned, 

ridqled with bullets and turned over. The wells in Citluk had 
o i l, dead animals and dirt thrown in them. Many discarded 

rubber/surgical gloves were found. 

20. According to UNPROFOR military, 164 homes and 148 barns 

and outbuildings in the area were destroyed. Due to security 

reasons, Ci vPol did not have access to all areas . Ci vPol 

investigat.ed 95 structures deemed to be houses, although a few 

may·have been used for other purposes. Of these, CIVPOL found 
nearly all houses to be totally destroyed by explosion and fire. 

Some structures were completely demolished, including the 
foundation, leaving only rubble. In some cases only the 

foundation remained standing; and in others one or more wal ls 
remained. A very few showed minor or no damage. Some houses 

were burned but not olasted by explosion. According to UNPROFOR 
mi litary, many Croatian military and police trucks loaded with 

t i mbers and firewood were seen delivering these materials 

throughout the area where buildings were set on fire. 
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21. Of the houses described by CivPol as totally dQ.Stroyed, 

mosc had outbuildings which · were also destroyed. A few 
outbuildings were found burned but with walls still standing, and 

a few 'were left intact. · With· the exception of one building, 
' which may have been used~ a bunker/observation post, none . of 

these buildfngs had any apparent. military use. Virtually all 
vehicles/machines/implements as well as ordinary objects used iri 
domestic life that had been le·ft behind by the inhabitants, and 
that. had not been driven or carried off by the Croatians or 
destroyed by the explosions and fire, had beerr systematically 
destroyed/damaged by vandalism. 

22. With few exceptions, the livestock and farm animals 

remaining in the areas investigated . were found dead. Most had 

been burned; and many were found with bullet wounds. Some animals 

had been re~oved from the area by the Croatian forces, according 
to witnesses. 

' 23. UNPROFOR military personnel who initially entered the 

area assessed that various explosive devices including specially 
rigged anti-tank mines were systematically used for thorough - . 
destruction of structures. - They estimated that the level of 

destruction found in the Medak pocket would have required more 

than 200 mines . 

• 

ASSESSMENT OF HUMAN CASUALTIES_ 

survivors 
24. UNFROFOR met some civilian survivors, 3 Serb military 
(who were turned over to the Serb side) and on 26 September 12 

mel1lbers of the Croatian forces were disarmed by, canbatt/Frebatt 
elements and escorted out of the area. During the time ·when 

UNPR0F0R was moving into the pocket, UNPROFOR troops viewed 

Croatian soldiers and police vehicles moving out. 
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Bodies round by UNPROFOR personnel ~. 
25. AS of 29 September, 18 bodies had been found by UNPROFOR 
military or CIVPOL (see Annex 3). The bodies were numbered, 

tagged, 1 and placed in body . bags~ - A description of each body was 
made by CIVPOL in situ, and ~}cetches were made. Some photos were 

taken. Bodies of both ci viiians . and military personnel were 

· found, in the inhabited areas and in outlying areas. Bodies 
found inside the exploded and burned houses were heavily burned. 

26 . The first search team found the first body on the evening 

of 16 September 1993. The .search team investigated the bodies 

at the place where they wars discovered and a medical officer, 
Dr. Ross or Dr, 8rett from canbatt, examined bodies found during 

the initial days, Autopsies were conducted later by a local 
pathologist at either the Medak~ Gracac or Korenica morgues (see 

Annex 6). CIVPOL monitors were present at some of the autopsies 
(see Annex 7), After the examinations, the bodies were turned 
over to relatives. 

I 

Descriptions 
27. Of the eighteen bodies f~und by UNPROFOR by 29 September, 
11 were men and 7 were women. ·· Of the 11 men, 8 were soldiers, 

two were civilians and one was unidentifiable. All the soldiers 
had been shot, seven of them most likely during combat. 

28. One of ' the civilians was found close to a path leading 
to Bungrovac Mountain. Wounds close to tha right eye indicate 
that he may have been shot at a fairly close range . The other 
civilian male person was found at a path approximately 80 metres 

south of a nearby structure in the villagQ of Krajinovici. There 
were eight entry wounds to t he right side of the head including 
the neck · and jaw, ther;,_e were entrance wounds to ,his back as well 
as other parts of the body. The victim appears to have been shot 

at least 24 times in the back. The unidentifiable male person, 
believed to ba non-military, was found in a shed in . the village 

of Raicevici. The shed was burned down and the body was heavily 
burned. The right arm, both legs and part of the head · were 
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rnissing and were probably burned. 

conperning the cause o! death: 

Nothing could ~ stated 

29. ' The seven women were a1i . civilian and most were estimated 
to be more than 60 years 9ld. Four female bodies were found 

burned or burning. When ~iscovered, two of them were in a 
chicken coop in the basement of a dwelling house in the village 
of Citluk. Several munitions casings were found next to the door 
of the chicken coop, which had bullet holes in it. on the body 
that was burning, there were rio visible wounds and the skull was 
intact. The other body was severely burned, ·· The third burned 

female body was found in~citluk in a house which was levelled 
with the floor. Body parts of another female, badly burned, were 

found in what appeared to have been the living room of -a house. 
The body could not be identified from the remains. 

death could not be determined. 
Cause of 

JO. Three women had been shot. One woman's body was found 
in~ grass field approximately 60 metres from the nearest house 

in the hamlet of Raicevici (the village of citluk). She had 
three shot wounds in the right side of her body, one inside her 

' left upper leg, and one rather deep knife wound on the upper side 
of her breast. Both legs were broken. Forensic opinion is that 

she was dragged to the location where she was found and then 
shot. The. second female body was found four metres off-shore in 
a marsh area and submerged in approximately 30 cm of water. This 
woman had be~n shot at least six times, four of which were in the 
back. Manipulation of the head indicated a broken neck. The 
third female oody was found in a small grass field near a totally 

destroyed house in the Miscevic hamlet ( the village of Poci tel j). 

The victim had been shot from behind at close range through the 
head. The face was blown away and the fingers on. the right hand 

. ...-

were partly alD.putated~ 

Bodies delivered from the Croatian side 

31. On 17 September, the Croatian authorities delivered 51 
bodies from the Medak pocket to the Serb authorities, at the 
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0tacac crossing point, in the presence of UNPROFOR ci vil~A-f fairs, 

ICR.C and ECMM. The bodies were received an·d taken to Korenica. 
, 

According to ECMM monitors present at the body handover, the body 
bags _were leaking blood and other material. The bodies were not 
viewed by international° oJ;Jservers at the otocac crossing. One 
body was handed over to the Serb ~uthorities on 23 September. 

:32. The 5erb authoritie~ plnn to io.:,uc c:i report on the bodieo 

tur~ed over to them by the Croatian side. They have given out 

a list of identified soldiers and Givilians among the bodies from 
the Medak area (see Annex 9). 

Statements of witnesses 

33. As of 29 September, 22 eye-witness reports have been 

prepared, most by CIVPOL, one, by a representative of an NGO in 

the area (the "Ockenden Venture"), one statement has been given 
by the first civil Affairs officer to enter the area with Canbatt 

troops, and one by a canbatt officer who was in the first 
UNPit'OFOR team to enter the area on 16 September. These 

statements are in Annex 4, numbers W l-17. 

34. The witnesses state that the attack commenced at about 

0600 on 9 September 1993, with mortar and grenade !ire, and that 

Croatian tanks were involved. Croatian troops moved quickly to 
occupy the. villages of Divoselo end Citluk. A Serb soldier (see 

Anne·x 4, w2) said that Serb forces were not prepared for -the 
attack and offered almost no resistance. The attack commenced 

on several villages at the same time. 

35. In the village of Divoselo, a witness (see Annex 4, W7) 
stated that Croatian forces fired at her and up to 47 other 

civilians as they we:r;_e fleeing the village seeking- cover amongst 
trees. Another witness (see Annex 4, W9) fled by car from the 

village at about 0700 with two wounded Serb soldiers~ The 
vehicle was caught in a crossfire and he escaped_ ~~aving the 

wounded soldiers., one of whom had been hit by bullets in this 
attack and was presumed dead. From a distance of 20 metres he 
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saw 10-15 soldiers drag the two men out of the car and p.J.ace them 

in , a building which they th~m set on fire. Another witness 

(Annex 4, WlO) returned by stealth to Divoselo on 10 September 

with a : friend. The two were a~~ested by two Croat soldiers. He 
was hit with a rifle butt i~ the chest and chin but escaped under 
gunfire. His friend did .not escap8 and his !ate ls unxnown, 
DurinQ his ·escat>e he was shot at on two occasions and wounded 
once. He saw Croatian forces kill some dogs, and remove 
livestock~ 

36. In the village of Citluk, a 50 year ·~ld female witness 
\ 

(see Annex 4, W3 and W4) states that she was in her house with 
~ . 

her invalid son when a soldier appeared at the window. She 

looked the soldier in the eye as he broke the window and threw 
in a grenade. She was wounded and lay on the floor. The soldier 

then opened the door and started indiscriminately shooting but 
she was not hit by any of the bullets. She saw four men in 

carnoufiage unifor1n speaking German and she heard a voice say (in 
Croatian) words to the effect that this was a Serb village and 

everything should be slaughtered. She saw an elderly woman in 

a neighbouring house in her bed and on fire while soldiers were 

standing around. ~lthough wounded, she escaped from the house 
the following dawn ( 10 September). She witnessed soldiers 

burning animals and houses and removing tiles from roof tops and 
taking th~m away in a truck~ 

37, Three witnesses saw the death of Bosiljka Bjegovic, an 

84 year old blind female. While precise details about . the 
number of soldiers involved in har killing differ, witnesses are 

consistent in stating that at least 10 soldiers sprayed Mrs. 
Bjegovic with bullets while she was on her front porch. one 

witness reports that a younger woman who was wi,tir Mrs. Bj~govic .-
was told by t~e soldi,ers to lea via the place. .l.nother witness 

( see Annex . ..4, . Wl6) stated that the attack on 9 September 

commenced with the explosion of many grenades in . the village. 

He believes he was the last person to escape from citluk and that 
at least three Serbs were left in the village and that the 

. .J I 
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village was on fire as he fled. 

38'. Another witness (see Annex 4, Wl2), whose house was close 

to Ci tu.uk ,_ escaped in a. group: .of ten, on 9 September he went 

back · and saw that his hou~_e. was burning and Croatian soldiers 

were destroying everything in it. Most of his livestock was 

dead. He hid in the woods and on 12 September his· wife and one 
other person went to find wat_er. He heard shots fired and 

nei~her person returned. He stated that at night the Croatian 
forces used large lights to· search for people and they were 

shooting everything. At, Sasine Bare, near Drlic village,- a woman 

in the group was killed b~ gunfire and he was wounded by a bullet 

and shrapnel. 

Prisoners ox Wa:r 

39 . According to Serb author~ties, eight Serb soldiers are 
prisoners of war and fourteen civilians are on the Croatian side 

( see Annex 10) . ICRC also reported that 8 Serb military are being 

hel6 in Croatian prisons (See Annex 11)~ 

Displaced Persons and Hissing Persons 

40. According to Serb authorities, eighteen civilians from 
the Medak pocket area remain missing and five military as of 29 

September 1993 (see Annex 10}, and the whereabouts of five other 

persons, who may have been in the area are unknown. 

41. Serb authorities have also reported to UNHCR that around 

1000 people wera displaced from the Medak pocket and nearby areas 
as a result of the fighting, but this figure remains unconfirmed. 

O"BSBRVATIONS 

42. UNPROFOR encountered delays and resistance from the 

Croatian side i~ implementing the agreement that -had been signed 
by both sides for . a cease-fire and withdrawal of Croatian forces 
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from the Medak pocket, and for UNPROFOR to take contrw. of the 

area. According to the agreement, ~roatiaR forces were to have 

completely withdrawn from the area by 1800 on 15 September, but 

there ~as no withdrawal. _Afte~_negotiations held on the evening 

of the 15th and on the 16th,· the time for completion of the 

Croatian withdrawal was ex"tended to 1800 on 17 September; and 
times were set for a phased .withdrawal. UNPROFOR was to start 

moving into the pocket: at 1200_ ~n 16 September. 

43. At first light on 16· September, UNPROFOR peacekeepers 

observed smoke rising from . the villages of Donji Selo and Citluk; 
\ 

they also heard large e}(p\o.sions and small arms fire. When they 

started moving across the crossing point at 1200 hours, they 

found barriers and. mines still in place. Held up at the crossing 
point until 1J~O hour~, th~y heard ~mall arm~ fire and explo~ion~ 

coming from Croatian-held towns. Further delays were encountered 

throughout the day, while the explosions and small-arms fire 

continued. UNPROFOR troops gained access into Liki Citluk at 

180~ hours, the time previously negotiated, and found it razed 
to the ground. Despite intmediate searches for survivors, none 

were found. 
.. . 

44. on the 17th at first light, UNPROFOR troops conducted 

sweeps of the areas from which the Croatians had withdrawn, and 
continued to search for Serb survivors, including a patrol sent 

to the highlands, but none were found. By 1800 hours, the 

Croatian forces had withdrawn and UNPROFOR had taken control of 

the area. 

45. The fact that explosions and small arms fire were heard 

during the period when the Croatians were resisting and delaying 

their withdra~al and the deployment of UNPROFOR, and the 

assessment of material damage, suggests that t 'he Croatian forces 
... . 

were systematically destroying buildings during their drawn-out 

withdrawal. Houses were still on fire when UNPROFOR first 

entered some areas, 

burning/smouldering. 

and some bodies were still 



.. 
I I 

-16-

46. The assessments of UNPROFOR lead t6 the conclusion that ~ 

the destruction of physical structures and materials by the 
retreating . Croatian forces was • systematic, thorough, and well 
planned. UNPR0f0R military __ personnel assessed that most of the 

physical destruction of stru~ture~ was methodically carried out 

by destruction teams who apparently came equipped for that 

purpose. Various explosive devices including specially rigged 

anti-tank mines were used for thorough destruction of buildings. 

47. The evidence collected by UNPROFOR·and statements by 

witnesses suggests that cdvilians were intentionally killed by 
the croa tian forces; some were burned in houses and other 

structures, and others were shot. 
the killing of one blind old wo~an, 

IU!CokHENDAPION 

Three witnesses say they saw 
Some military appear to have 

48. UNPROFOR has conducted a systematic investigation of 

conditions in the Medak area ; ~nd the events described in the 
report show that the Croatian Army attack in the area on 9 

September was fully coordinated and planned. It met little or 
no Serb resistance. Croatian troops killed most of those who 

were·unable to make good their escape, regardless of age, sex or 
status; a number are still missing. Massive destruction to 

property was conducted by the Croatian forces during their 

advance, and particularly during their withdrawal. Virtually all 

houses and outbuildings in the villages and surrounding h8.1I1lets 
were destroyed, many by explosion. Wells were destroyed or 

damaged. Household ~hattals were deliberately destroyed, and 
almost all remaining domestic animals killed. During a period 

in which UNPROFOR personnel were prevented from moving into the 

area, in accordance with a prior agreement with the Croatian 

Army, the destruction was completed, UNPROFOR members hearing 

explosions and shooting, and, shortly after, observing houses in 
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flames. Thus a comprehensive scorched earth policy was ~acticed 
by the Croatian Army. · .While (the commanding off ice rs in charge , . . 

of the Croatian Army in this undertaking are not identified fn 
this report, these details are :available. It is recommended that 

the report be transmitted t _9 the Special Rapporteur for the Human 
Rights Commission, and to the Acting Chairman of the Comltlission 
of Experts on War crimes. 
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Dear General BQbetko, 

so, - ·---------
soa --Lo.c.tobez: .\ 9 2 3 
PA ------~-FI U! .... , 

Both prior to, and sinc:e, the events which began around 
Ma~a~ on 9 s•ptember laGt, UN~ROFOR hos obaerved a disturbing 
level of escalation in military activitie• undertaken by both 
Gides in and ~roun4 th• United Nations Protected Areas. 

In addition to the almost daily tragic exchange ot emall 
a1:ms, mortar and canr,on fire; multiplll rocket launchers, unguided 
rockets and extended ran~• artillery ~ave beEn employed by th~ 
sides, oft~n with lethtl results. In addition, both side, h~ve -~~: 
redeployed and reintoreed well~eq~i~pad troops in opposing 
posit1one along the controntation line, especially in sectors 
North and south. Equally ominous, there he~ baen reported 
int iltration, again .by botl'l sideo, ot special ii eel infantry 
ale~ent$ acroas th• confrontation lines ~nd in some oases within 
the UNPAs. These intensely ~rovoc~tive activities hav• led to 
the developm.ant of 9rowinc:J levels ot t•nsiori. soth military 
eom111~nds se$m to be pre~~ring for, and are pois•d to undert~ke, 
a resumption of major hostiliti&s. 

The Qelioate process ef dealing with th~ mand~te question 
is at an advanced gtage in the S•r;u:rity Council. It it it 
succ:e!:stull:t resolved, much work will nee<1 to be uni=le,:takQn by 
all or Ui, It could prove virtually impossible to achiGve tnis 
1! the levels ot tenaion that hove ~een asc~lat$d in recent weeks 
are not quickly defused. I theretore wiah to request th~t the 
Cro~tian Army De ditectad to exercise the maximum poas1ble aegr~e 
of restraint; and that it retrain from any action that could 
de3troy the possibility ot peaceful negotiation and resolYtlon 
of the underlying pr0blerne. 

General Janka Bob•tk0 
Chiet of the Oetence staff 
Zagreb 
FAX ~O., 4~2 - 2i9 

Vour~ sincerely, 

Jean Cot (Genera 

o;1:t., -
,. -- ',,,. 

~""";~ ~6: 

. ;''10/0J ·· .. , 1n 

8.!.175809 

L. I ,- , L ,-, ,.-., (i 

I .. 1 • . 
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t.TNITED NATIONS P:ROTEC'tION FORCE 

( U N F R O F O R ) 

3 October 1993 

Dea~ General Novakovie, 

aoth prior t0, and sinee, th• events which began arou~d 
~edQk on 9 September le ■t, ~e have observed a diaturbinQ leval 
of escalation in military activities undertaken by ~oth sides in 
and around the United Nations Protected Areas. 

In edditi0n to th~ alMost daily tragic exchange or small 
i\l"m&, mcrt.ar and cannon ! ire; multiple rock@t lziuncher•, unguided 
rockets ~nd extended range artillery h~ve been employed by the 
sides, often with lathal re~ulte, In adQition, both sides h~ve 
redeployed ~nd reintorced well-Gq~ipped troops in opposing 
posit ions a long the con!rontati0n 1 i na, osi;:,~cia l ly in sectors ._. __ .. 
North ~r,d South. Egutll ly ominous, thani has b~e1'1 reported · .,: . .., . 
infiltr~tion, ,=gain ~Y ootn aides, of specialized infantry 
el~~ents across thQ confrontation lines and in som• cases vithin 
the lJNPAQ. These intensely provocAtive activities hav~ leo to 
the development of growing levels o! t•nsion. Both 'l'l'lilitary 
comrnana~ se•m to be preparing for, and are poisQd to undertake, 
a resumption of major ho~tilities. 

A5 1ou know, the security Council at this time is actively 
~hiagad in d~aling with the question of UNP~OFOR's mandate, lf 
this ~atter is a~ccess!ully resolVQd, as~• h¢pe it will be, a 
Vital peri0d o! consu~t~tion and negotiation will immediately 
begin. I should like to request that the forces under your 
command take iromediat~ staps to diminish and defusa the t@nsion$ 
which have now ariaen. I ~ti\ de~ply concerned that, i! such 
~ction is not 1rnmedi&tely initiated, we could begin to 5ee a 
descent into widespread hostilities, with all the tragic 
consequences that would then !ollow to~ th~ whole region. 

Gener~l Mile Novak0vic 
Commander of Serb Forces 
Knin 

Yours sincerely, 

J'ean Cot (Gcin• 

8.Lt?S809 80:8t t70- 0 l-C66L 
.. )., J).,~ .. 
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'Fram : URED PREDS.JEDNIKA HR H-B 

UNPROFOR-SRSG 

PHONE No. : 099 662 064 

BOSNIA AND HERZ~GDVINA 

SRSG GENEWA 

Oct.03 1993 

C.Z«.,AT .ZAN RI!:PVHJ .,;cc OF r~-ROSN"T A 
- HOU$~ OF REPRESENTATIVES -

Numbar:OJ-11-jJ-01/93 
Data:30 September 1993 

,, I,, 

1:38PM P01 

H,cu;~d cm art icJc 69. of the JourfJftl of the House 
Kepresc:r1to.r:iv,rn ()f the Croatien RRpubJic of Herges-JJosnil1, I.he [fc,u::w of 
Representuti'V'~s. on thl"l II t\Bsemhly held on JO Sept'ember l95'J.J and following 
lhe n:port by tl1iJ Presid,.Mt of thM CroaUsri Republic ot Hen:es-Bo.snJa about 

Lslks fer the futijre orgnnization of Bosnia and Herzegovina, promulg~ted 
th,; foJ Jawing 

C O N C L O S I O N S 

(' B~6~d oiJ t;he r~porr: of Ill$ Prefllident of tht!I t:roatiR.n Republic of 
.. (;rzeg-BosnitJ at' today':9 Assembly, the conclu.stons of the I As$embly of the 
1fo1.J.$e of 1'.eiprcse1JL,().tJVd8 .!tnd btJ.S$d on the fact of the reJeccion of the 
peace plan by the Muslim ?ar/i~m•nt, inasmuch as both sid~s do not ~~capt 
the peace plan by 15 OcLobel', we riiroct our repre$(Mtativc:s in nesotit,tions 
to: 

1. support the zmpiemr;:tJ~ati.vu ..,.,.. '"" 'L·-~.1 .. ,- ... :rfl.nll,.,&,,.,,,;,. .Tnint 
Declaration of 14 Sept. 1993 and direct all state bodies ro exc~ute their 
duties With reg4rd to it, ~nd authorize the preparation of 8 peace 
,1,1e-L..-a,.u..:.1- .. ,,...:, . .1- __ .,..,...,~,..nt11tivss of Che .'>ei-b people fc,JJow.ing the signed 
Izetbegovic-KraJisnik Declaration that da.ma,8e$ cne pfl::;g;:~ nHJ'--u ~-r ""-

int~~riry of B-H, 

2. Withdraw eJJ te1'1'itorial concessiom;, wnich mc~ns tho right 
t·o l!ll tr~o Croat: territory s.s well o.s tht, risht to s.lJ temporarily 

('()cupied Crost; territory and the return of all diBplaced persons. 

~- Re}~ct all discussions dbo~t any kind or protectorate on 
Mo~tar, the capital cicy of the CroAtian Kepuoli~ of ll~rzes-Bo~niR-

4. Reject a)l discussions about a~~ess Lo th~ Ged of fhe 

Croatian Republic of Herzeg-Bosnis in the senBo of ter~itariaJ concession~. 

S, Unan imoU3 ly suz,pol·t th~ Commander-1 n-Cbi ef of the Army of 
the Croatian Republic of Herzeg-Bosnia, the Government of the crof.t.tian 
Republic of Herieg-Bosnia, the Ministry of Def~nse of the Croatian Republic 
of Berzeg-Bosnia Rnd the Central Headquarters in executing ~11 necessary 

~ctionR to defend the Croat people and th~ir rights. 

r 1'BM{SLAT I6N) 
3:: g 
?. ?. 

(Jl 

~ 
(/) 
::0 
Cl'J 
fi] 

P R e s 1 D B N T 

(signed) 
Perica J11kic-
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B(U,N TA AND HERZEOOV I NA 

t""JU>A.TTA'-'1 ... PRr>nB1.rc t?/i' HER2EG-Bo.i;;NTA nt)li.1l~ Lil-'' 1{.~?" J1..'r-r11 l'IU ,In. ,1,. r ..,W" 

Neum, ln September 1993 

D E C I s J o N 

(TRANSLATION) 

or tbe House of Representatives of the 
Cro~.t.Jan RopubJic of Herzt.ig-no:rnia for the 

ACCEPTANCE 

of Jntcrn~tionaJ ~tandards for 
fundamenrsJ rreedom~ b~sed on 

IJ_e:cla .T'(ltion of' ___ 11um4,, Ri..Jl.h.J...Ji 
Assembly. 

the protection of human rights and 
£h~ 10 Deccml:,er 1948 J/JJiYers_RI 
()f Lh~ r.Jnil~•d NAti'r,.ns GC!nend 

PREAMBLE 

Guided l:,y rhe f1J.c;t r:h~t peace 1~ the basis to reslize all rights 
and thnr no foreign p~4ce c~n ~xiat without the d~mcstiu p~~ce of 
people, 

GuicJ(!;rl hy rhe tact lliai peace r;,nl,Y tJxi.st~ t-hr011gh freedom and 
r.hft.£ 11.-~(:,iom exista only through rht, truth, 

( Mcved b,Y the. tra~ic expe1· i11rnc;~ of victims c~vsed by t.he vioJa.t.ion 
of all fundamental rights and individual treedom.';I 

No W A N n BECAUSF, 0 F T If J S 

The ,no ,'lt <itit'dor representative body 11.nd bearer of Jegisls.tive 
authority of the Croatian R~public of Herzeg-Bosnia accepts all 
promv.le&1tc-a rlnl"!11mP.nt.,;: e.bDut the proter;;c·ion of human rights at t he 
level of the United Nations and Conferen~e on Securiry ana 
Coop~ration in Hurope and 

D I R r. r. T S 

The Legislative ana r.egul CQmmit:toc of" thP Hou::tes of 
Reprc.5e.nt:a.tivcs to determine the procedure for ratifying the 
above clocument.s and incorpora.ting norms for the protection of 
hum~n rishts int:o the legal system of the Croatian Republic of 

' . 
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(1'RANSLATION) 

Da.,-scd on Article 6. of the Fo1rnding Decision nn tho 
Estnl>lit>IUfJt:rJt a.11d Declaration of the Croatia.n Republic 0£ Herz~g­
no~nia und Articl• 7. of th~ De~ision ~~ thA R~t£hli~hment of the 
Hou,-se of Reprc~ontlJ.tive{J of the Croatian RepubJfc of Her.7,eg• 

Bo~nia, on the second Assembly held on JO Soptqmb~r J9g3 the 
Hou~u of R,:1pl"escntative:s of the Croatian Republic of I1e.r•7,eg­
Bosnia promulRatcd ~ 

D E C L A R A T I O N 

for rh~ 8cr.eptnnce of documents 
about the prot~ction and rP.~liZ8Cion 

9[ ihdividual frGedoms and human riJt}lf . . ~ 

Article 1. 

lnstrume.nts for the implenietnation at human 1:lshts incorportltad 
in the fQJJowins document$ Or$ ac~Apted! 

A. General Hum~n Rishts, e~pacially civil and Politin~J Rights 

J. 194fl Corl't'~Jltiorz on the Pn~vention 11ntJ Pun _j.sltment of the 
Crime of Genocide 

2. J94e flni-vt:r$al Declaration of Human Risht{>, A1'ticlos J-
21 

.1. 

4. 

1949 GeJJ~va Convention~ I-IV on the LRW,q of Wai·, and 
the 1977 Geneva Protocols I-II thoreto 
l!J~U J:Jurope;an r..;u11vr::11~,.,,,, _...,, ....... , __ ., - _,.J __ • , .,. ''· ·-· ~ .... 

Rights and Yundamental Freed~ms, and Protocols 1-10 
thereto 

5 . J!l:Jl <;onve111,1vn J.<:Iat.t,.5 <v fill .... Ci,-~-- ___ r 1.,.,,..r,..,,,..,..,..!!! .and 

th~ 1966 Protocol thereto 
6. 1965 international convention un ths Elimin~tion of All 

Forms of R~cl8l niscriminati~n 
7. J966 Jnlcrnational Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights and its 1~66 ~nd 198~ Option~} Pr~t~~ols 
8. 1979 International Convenrion on lhc BliminBtion of All 

Forms of Dh,crimination iiSainst Women 
9. J9Sl (UN) Dsclart1.tion on tho E11rn1na.U,M of all Forms 

of Intolerance and Discriminalion Ba0cd on Relision nnrl 
1'elie.f 

JO. 1984 Cpnve11lion against Torturi: s.11d Oiht:1' CrUr!l, 

Inhuman o.r JJegrad trig T1·ea tm~n t ,n Puni shman t 
11. 1987 European Convention on the Preve::nr.lon of Torturt3 

and I nhuman or Deg r ading 7~c~tm~nt or Punishment 

@OO.J 
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From: URED PREDSJEDNIKA HR H-B 

1~. 1989 Conv~ntit:JJ1 on the Rights of' the Chi Id 

D. Protection of Groups and Minorft.ie~ 

l.'i, 199() CotJtJyi] of Europe Parliament.a.ry Assembly 

1 '1-. 

16. 
11. 

J?,,;:c;c;r11111c11dation on the Rights of Mi11orities, Pl1 .PlR. 10-

1 .3 
19'12 (UN) Declaration on the Rights of Persons 
J:Jcfrml{inM to Na.tional or Ethnic, Reli8ious and 

1948 CIIJ J ve r.sll 1 .UIS cl az-u,. z Vil v~ u ... ,,."' .. 

22-27 
J 9[,1 f;uropf;tin So<: 1 a 1 
1966 Tnl~cu~tlonal 
Cult1,1rsl Rights 

Chortcr and the Protocol 1 thereto 
Covenant on Economic, 

D. Citi:t~n.i;:h1'p and N1t.tionality 

18. 1957 ci:mvontion on the Na.Honalit.v of Mt1rr:led Women 
JC/. 29151 convf;ltdion on the ncauction of ~·tBtaJ~.-.~n~s.s 

Nun>bt:11·: CIJ-1 T-.'t5-0l/9J 
Ncum 1 .'J() Scpt~mbAr 1993 

PRESIDENT 
(signed) 

Pei:ioa Jukic 
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SUBJECT: PRELIMINARY IDJ;;AS TO A MEDIUM TERM STRATEGY FOR CROATIA 

I recently visited sector East where I had the opportunity to 
talk with representatives from a wide selection of the population. 
This visit reinforced my opinion, following similar discussions 
during on previous visits to other sectors. It is mi firm belief 
that the population could still live together again if a peaceful 
settlement could be reached. This war is being generated by local 
self-made politicians applying pressure to a population raised in 
a communist society, used to obeying the authorities. The people 
have suffered enough. They are ready for peace . .. 

I am convinced that one avenue offered to us to influence the 
population and pressure the authorities through a concerted media 
campaign. We must have the means to communicate unbiased 
information directly to the local population and counter-balance 
the propaganda they are currently being fed. Furthermore. in order 
to keep pressuring the political leaders, we must do our utmost to 
faci 11 tate the coverage of international media, and remove the 
present restrictions imposed on the support the UN could provide to 
them. 

The problem of ensuring that Humanitarian Aid reaches those it is 
intended for has always been a concern of mine. In order to 
restore our credibility with the local population, the UN should 
establish a list of those who receive humanitarian assistance 
delivered through UNHCR, and verify that it does indeed reach the 
intended beneficiaries. This is where UNPROFOR can play a useful 
role. Because they are in direct contact with the local 
population, Civpol and military personnel can identify those who 
are 1n real need. They coul~, furthermore, establish whether the 
aid has reached those it was intended for. Such closer cooperation 
between all of UNPOFOR' s elements deployed in the field would 
greatly help to improve the current situation. 

Discussions with military leaders on both sides made me realize 
that a strategy of "small steps" might apply in this particular 
situation. All cease-fire negotiations so far have failed. 

~~OST tM~,.ll~D!ATE 
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Therefore, it 1s my intention to initiate cease-fir~ negotiations 
between local military leaders and to deploy my troops into 
observation posts co-located with both sides. In addition, 
constant patrols along the confrontation line could force further 
disengagement (attached is a rough sketch of BelBat location in 
Sector East where this could be accomplished now). Were this to be 
achieved, it could create the necessary atmosphere to facilitate 
further global cease-fire negotiations. These ideas, which apply 
not only to military matters, but to public information and 
humanitarian aid as well, could be the basis of a common approach, 
developed under our joint leadership, to the problem -of Croatia in 
the medium term, with a view to the new mandate. 
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Further to our UNPROFOR-Z-1214 on the above, today Auger and 

Abdul-Aziz met with 29 representatives of the mothers of missing 
persons who expressed their frustration and sadness for not 

receiving information on their fate from the organizations 
concerned. Particular reference was made to 2600 persons from the 

area of Vukovar in addition to several hundreds from other villages 
and towns in the United Nations Protected Areas. They strongly 

demanded to know the fate of their sons and requested that their 
concern be conveyed to . the Secretary-General for him to exert 

utmost pressure on all concerned to settle this issue. They said 
they would continue to demonstrate at the gate of UNPROFOR until 

they received a satisfactory reply. It was made clear to them that 
UNPROFOR is not in a position to provide such a reply. we offered, 
however, to meet again with a small group on 4 October. In the 
interim, we would obtain information from those qirectly concerned, 

namely, the ICRC, the staff of the special Rapporteur and the War 
Crimes Commission, and thus be in a position to qiscuss what 
further steps could be taken to determine the fate of the missing 
persons. They agreed to this proposal. ··---·- -------. 

DISTRl8UTION: Endall 
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Yesterday saw a mass demonetration (perhape 4,000) by croati~n 
~efugeee in Zagreb's ~ain square, followed by a march to UNPROfOR­
HQ (perhaps 500). Similar events occurred elsewhere. The ~agreb 
demonstration was addressed by Seks, Deputy Prima Minister and, 
until last week, Head of the Government's CoJll1llittee for UNPROFOR 
(sarinic, Director of National Security, haa now taken over). The 
Zagreb mCillilsagw was "UNPR0t0R oo Home". Auger ie today seeing s 

amall follow-up delegation ot "Mothers of Vukovar'', wa attach 
translations or the plaoardas - wbioh were in Cx-oatian, French, 
English - and a note by a looal translator, You may thereby gauge 
some of the local atmo•pherics and approaches. Understandably, 
this group represents many of th• most desperate. 

Endall 
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M~S~Jages on Placards 
seen at a Demon~tration in Front of 

~6 September 1993 

C 2,(/--)~ 3/ 
e,.zc; -/c?f-6 

UNPROFOR HQ ~ 

1, eutros Butros - fi,otpora 9eno\?iclu nad Hrvatima i nesrbima 

(BUtros Butros - ~upporter of gehocide against Croatians and 
non-serbs) 

2, Thornberry• on a marred~ tromperiesl 

(Xhornberry - we are ted up wlth liesl) 

3. France-Britain ex kes:s Ulf-USA 
stop Serbian aggression 

(France-Brit 11.in, EC I CBC£, CJN-USA) 

4. Metiez l ex'9,:::ution · leas resolutions d'UN 

(Fulfil the resolutions of the UN) 

5. Vratite mi moga tatu? 

(Give me baak my tatherl} 

6. Boutros laze kac i S~bi 

(Boutros l1~$ as much as the serbs do) 

7. Vratit~ nam djecu iz logora 

(Return our children tram the camps) 

a. France, Britain, ei, keee, UN, USA 
where is your conscience? 

(Frano~, Brltaln, EC, CSCE, UN, USA) 

9. 'l'hornberry - stop deluging us I ') I . ' -
10. UN+ F~si~am - srbizam (This was a big sign.) 

[Letter z in "Sr~izam" was replaced with the awa■tika.) 

(V~ +Fascism• serblsm) 

11. Wher• is my eon? 

12. Gdje su nasi ranjanici? 

(Where «re our wounded?) 



-- --· ------ - ·- - ·---------"'-

1). samo iz R. Hrvatska nepoznata je s~dbina 
tisuca osoba. 1 

vise 

czll--/i).-3 / 
c.zG -/c'"J~ 

od dvadeset ~ 
(Only in the Repu~ljc of Cra•tia the rate of mor@ than 20,000 
peopl$ remains unknown,) · 

14. Mafia-UN - VGrbrecher raua aua ~roatlen 

(UN H~~ia - gangsters get out ot Croatia) 

15. Vratite nam nase sinove 

(Give us ba~k our sona) 

16. UNPROFOR - cuvar cetnika u naeim ■alima 

(UNPROFOR - the guardian 0~ the ahetniks 1n our villages) 

17 . Start caring for cro~tian in Croatia and Bosnia Herzegovina 

18. Oslobodenje Hrvatskih teritorija1 
Povratak Frognanikal 
Kaznjavanje ZlocinacaJ 

{Liberation oL cro«tlan territories/ 
Return ot the retugG~6l 
Punishment ror the criminals/) 

19. Rendez-moi mon pere! 

(Give me back my rather/) 

20. Major - Mitterand - fascists! 

21. It you cannot do it - return the money and go awayl 

22. We support Tudjmen and the Parlif!.ment 
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Memo to the Press & Information Officers 4fi 

Monday, 27 September, 1993 

NOTE ON THE SUNDAY PROTEST RALLIES AGAINST ~H! UNPROFOR: 

Judging by the footage given in the Sunday night TV reports 
and the de~cription of events in ths Monday morning newspapers, 
one could draw the <.:onclusion that: the rallies were fully 
orchestrated. In 1.1.l the case..: Tl'IOntiongd in the media, the 
parti~ipant~ (and mQst of tho speakers addros~ing the erowde) 
were displac•d Croats trom tha uNPAs, most often, i c. wo"'ld ~earn-;"~-~::-::.:~ 
from vukovar, sector East, TO all appearances, the spontaneous ~-~ 
participation of local residents was negligible. 

The exiles fro~ th~ UNPAs have he•n organized for well ovar 
a year now in the (state-aided) ~~gional associations of 
displaced Croats, and are e~sily mobilized through this network. 

The above is not an indication that the exiles' sgntiments 
are anything but genuine, of course. They do harbor very strong 
negative feelings towards the UNPROFOR. Tho origin of suoh 
negative st~nce lies partly in the tact that th~ UNPROFOR has 
been originally introdiJ¢ed to them ~n•<!jui vocally ( and ratl'l@r 
unrealisticelly, with a lot of media hype) as th• mechanism which 
would enablG thei~ ~eturn to homes in the UNPAs in a vary short 
timQ. Neodless to s~y, this ha9 led to strong aisappointment. 
The other part of the reason have been the shortcomings, r~al 
and/or perceived, of the mission its~lf, 

Suc;:h sentiments =ro to a eartain extant shared by thQ 
population at large. Larger scale protest demonstr~tlons would 
not be toQ hard to arrange, should the powere-th~t-be find it 
expedient to encourage them. 

Produced by BrWJO Ogorelec, Media Analyala Unit, PIO, nt, 2◄ 56 
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. ··········• ........ .. ... . 

1. On 24 September, the UNMOs at Pleso b · were 
allowed access to the ·croatian military side for the first time in 
over a week. Inspection of the ~rea revealed the presence of eight 
MIG-21 aircraft (one grey, seven camouflaged). Thia is an increase 
ot one in the total nul!J.ber of aircraft previously observed, but an 
increase of three in the number of camouflaged aircraft seen. The 
previously seen aircraft inventory consisted of three grey MIG-21s 
(after the crash ot one) and four camouflaged. rt is possible that 
two of the grey aircraft were repainted. However, we believe this 
to be unlikely. 

2. our assessment is, that the CAF has acquired at least one 
additional MIG-21 aircraft. However, it is probable that they have 
acquired three additional MIG-21 aircraft, from unknown sources. 
since this was the first inspection performed by our UNMOs in 10 
days, further inspection may reveal additional aircraft, or provide 
more information on the exact breakdown of aircraft type at Pleso. 
Patrols will be continued. Some recent Croatian official 
statements have suggested that further aircraft may be about to 
appear. 

Endall 
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TO~ HQ UNPROFOR/ZAGREB FROM: ~Q SECTOR SOUTH ------n 
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INFO: SECTOR WEST,SECTOR EAST,SECTOR NORTH, LOGBASI!: ZAGREB, 
FINCOBATT I BRITMEDSAT'i1 r HQ BELGRADE I LOG BASE BRAVO 1 C,l,N ENG BtdT, I IL~ZEBATT ,.KENBATT, UNMO lOHN I UNCIV;PO.t., ECMM, CAC,BIH COMMAND, TF 212. 

~iCT: DAILY SITRE~ SECTOR SOUTH 
MESSAGE . 

1. GEN~RAL SITUATION 

A, STABLE BUl' TENSE IN TH~ PODLAPAC VILT,AGF. (WK 50 37) A.ND IN 
THE MEDAK POCKET. 

B. ,CZECH :UTT AOR 

(~j MUV.t!iM.l:!:NT: .t.' '.XUM. (.;:' u.:, (WK 48~ 46b) ',!.'UWAH!JS ,Lf(;l(l O!::il.K: 7 

TRUC.:1<~ f 3 BUSES, 225 SOT.rHF.RS, ONE 105MI1 HOWITZER WAS MOVED TO 
LICKI OSIK, 

- FROM LICKf OSil< TOWARDS THE UNPA: 3 TRUCKS, ONE BUS AND 
60 S0LDTP.RS. 

C. CAN BATT AOR. OPS CONT IN AOR. FREBl\T l AND 3 HAVE 
COHI'LBTED OWl:lEP IN Tll.IHU !JI1JC'11OIL MOM ooonm WI::!~P. !i'OU?lD FOR h 
TOTAL OF 14 TO DATE. FREBAT ·1. COY AWATTS ·pc DECISION TO GO 
B.:\CK TO TlIEl.R U'NlT CN 23 ,SE!>. 

··- --
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Dear General, 

.... •.I.,/ .. _ - • . ., ' • 

-( -::: \_ i ' ";--r:,l 

UC'i!TED NATIONS {I) NATIONS UNIES 

UNPROFOR 

Zagreb, 22 September 1993 

I have received your letter dated 18 September 1993 and I can assure you that v.-e are doing 
our best to ensure that the agreeme11t concerning the MEDAK pocket is· respeci:ed. To give 
direct answers to the questions you ask1 you should be aware that at the moment : 

1) It is still too dangerous for ci"'...ilians to e~ter rhe viliages and up to now four 
UNPROFOR vehicles have 2Jreadv sustained damaE:e from anti-oerso1mel and . - . 
anti-tank mines, fortunately causing only five minor casualties. 

2) UNPROFOR units induding Engineers, Medical Teams and Protection 
Forces, as well as representatives of Civil Affairs and CIVPOL have been 
deployed to clear the terrain. I assure you i:.hat this is our priority. 

3) Search for missing or killed persons continues and during the past 24 hrs no peop[e 
or bodies \Vere found. 

4) Mine lifting performed by Engineer units is in progress, but the 'Nork is going co 
be very· complicated due to the lack of infonnation on minefields from boch Serb 
and Croat sides. 

Also be aware that all possible efforts lre made to resume the negotiations on a. more general 
cease-foe as soon as possible, which is, as you kno\v, our common objective. 

Brigadier General NOV AKO VIC 
K.i"\l'IN 

General C T 
Force Commander 
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21 September 1993 
Mil INFO SUMMARY NO 68 

1 -4 TO 21 SEPTEMBER 1993 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The situ.ation in the sectors was relatively quiet except in sector south and 8.H. COMO.The 
conflict between HVO and SiH still continue in SH.The HYO trying to add pressure and 8iH is 
launching several attacks with shelling from both sides. 

SECTOR EAST 

2. The situation in the sector remains stable.The "S8C"(Slavonia Saranja Corps} is still 
mobilized.During the night of 12-13 sep 93 a partial mobilization was noticed in the area of 
KNEZEVI.VINQGRAOI but the population has very low motivation because they don't w-ant to 
send soldiers to reinforce sector south . _., "":· 
3. On 17 sep, 100 to 150 Serb"Arkan soldiers" were performing a force demonstration alo~g th·e-·::::]{t 
CFL between SARVAS(CR ~144) -1nd BRSA0l/':J(CR 3625) in order to intimidate the population. · ·0 ~ ··--

4. Comment:lt is assessed ,hat ihe s ituation in the sector will remain calm in the nee r · 
future.Neither the Croats nor the RSK have rhe capabilities to perform an offensive activity.Both 
sidss will probably ma intain their defensives postures,however if the situ;,,tion deterior:.tes in 
other sectors.the stztus can· change rapidly. 

SECTOR WEST 

5. Tne situation in the sector appeared to be less tense than last week.Both CA and TOF seem 
to be adopting a defensive posture.The RSK has proved that it can hurt the Croatians by using its 
artil lery. 
6. CommentThe situation is expected to rema in quiet 

ScCTOR NORTH 

7. Except for the overflights of Croatians MIG21 aircraft.s,the reporting period was generally more 
quiet than the previous period.However,the situation remains tense. 
a. CommentThe future developement depends primarily on what is going on outside sector 
north, 

SECTOR SOUTH 

9. The situation in sector south remains very tense following the Croatian :;r-i.ack in the MEDAK 
pocket on 9Sep.There has been sieady arti fire exchange during the week in several areas which 
escalated to the shelling of K.NIN on i 6 Sep. 
10. Some reinforcemer:,t in the northern part of the Krajina mainly north of UBOINA and around 
KORENICA.The level of military activity throughout the AOR has been high. 
, , . The CA have now withdrawn to the 9 Sep line and the SA has withdrawn to a position of 
about 600m oftheirfront line in the MEDAK area, 
12. Comments:The willingness of the Croats to withdraw from the MEDAK pocket indicates that 
the oper2tion was a test or a local move.It surely boosted the morale of the Croatian people who 
were expecting a successful operation as opposed to their unsuccessful operations in SH.The 
Croats now know the reaction time and defense capability of the Serbs.and the Serbs will 
readjust their defense posture in the Krajina . 
13. It seems that the Gerieva ~alks have no or minimal influence on the operations in the 
Kr3jinas. 
14. The Croats keep the initiative and the pressure on the Serbs due to ·their higher capacity to 
producewar materials than the Serbs ,despite the fact that the Serbs have a lot of stocks. 
, 5. The Croats are expected to prepare an offensive in the $OUthern part of this sector a few 
months after a cease fire has been ~greed in BH ,fearing in an influx of SSA troops to the 
"RSK".Their intention seems to be to move on KNIN from the MlLJEVCt plateau. 

UN RESTRICTED 



-CONFUCT IN CROATIA -- - .-_ 
. . 

Kenyan soldiers are greeted by disoloced refugees living in an UNPROFOR­
protecied compound in Pod!ug neor Benkovoc, Sector South 

· Photo: ANDY BURRIDGE 

From p~gc 3 

. ind Medak in the ,ircas (if Obrnvac, Mali 
(iol1c. Mali Alan. Ubdinc1 and Cospic. 

:;ub1an artillery r--~umed shelling the Sisak 
refinery ,tnd K.ir!0vac wa~ hie by several 
hu ndred rour,d~ 1hrou~hout the day and the 
evening, rcsulling in num~rous civilian cas-u­
;il 1ic~. Amon~ them were those injured by the 
r~ l.lC.i- 7 m1~sde tl1aL ,truck Lucko in bgrel) 

,dHHJI 7 p.m. 
Al K a.rn. w\ Sunday. 12 Seplemb~r. c::i~ht 

mult ,plc-lnurn.:h ro<.:k(.:ls l;inded in the:: are.:. of 
Samo!ior w the west ~1rZagreh. Karlovac also 
1;nntinuc::d tn l)c: shelled. 

The ce;.1se-f1re negotiations scheduled for 
1hat day were cancelled aflcr \ht: Serhian side 
•du~ed Cl, :mend while offensive :icrions hy 
!ht· Crn;H1;1n Army continued in the:: "pink 
/.llne~ " and tl1e Sectors. 

Ar IU0 fl.m .. General Cot sent an identical 
proposal to General Bobc:tko in Zagreb and 
(ic:ne ral Novakovic in Knin for a cea.~e-firc 
and withdrawal rn the positions held hefore 9 
Seplernber. 

The: prop<>s,11 urged the rc:sumption of 
l."l.!:m:-fire ralki: between the parties and rec­
•>nimendc?d t,ndtng a local solurion in the 
1\ill.!(bk area as a firn .Hep towards defusing 
the tense s11uation. 

Thi~ ~l1i,11i1.1n wnuld include the withdrawal 
nf ("rn:-11iari rnn:es from the ar<:a~ captured 

after 9-10 September. followed hy a strong 
UNPROFOR presence in rhe area. 

ll also urged a firm commitment from both 
sides that they would stop shelling r;ivilian 
targ-::cs from noon, 13 September, and that che 
Serb~ specifically guarantee lh:il from that 
time until che conclusion oi rhe cease-fire 
negotiations heavy weapons such as rockets 
or multiple-rocker launcher;; would not be 
used. 

AL 12J0 p.m .. 13 September, the Force 
Commander n;n;iv~d <1 ieHcr rrnm Ceneral 
Ntivnkovic that accer,ted most of the propos· 
als. At 3 p.m., General On received a re· 
.;ponse from the Croatian Diri:r;tor of Na­
tional Security, Mr Sarinic, followed hy a 
(ettcr frrJm Genc:ral Rol)etko, who indicated 
Lhal Cro,\\ian acc:::ptance would he subject lo 
UNPROFOR's t,iking exclusive control of 
thi: thrc::e villages occupic:d by Croatian Corr;es 
on 9-10 Sepremher. 

Gc:nc:ral Cot then began trying 10 .sc::cure 
full implementation or the proposal. Jnd 
through Mr Stoltenberg informed the Secre-
1ary-C:;enual. Mr Boutros Boutros-Ghali, of 
the: situation and of the ongoing hc:avy ri!:!ht­
ing around Karlovac, Kostajnica. Sisak . 
Petrinja , G lina and many other loi;acions in, 
:ind adjacent to, Sectors North :md South. 

The UN Security Council, expressing pro­
found concern at report.5 of recent military 
hostilities in Croatia, called on the Cro,Hia11 

(iovernmcnt to withdraw its armed Cc.in;e~ cu 
positions before 9 September and cal led on 
Sed1ia,1 forcc?s to halt all provocative militarv 
ac~ion. 

General Cot visited the con(rontaci~in line: 
in the Blinski Kut. Mosccnic.:t and Glm~ka 
Poljana areas to inspect the <lc::ployment of 
troops during the recent fighting . A frer ,-e. 
turing. to Zag1·eb. General Co1 wmlc:: in :;i 

letter Lo Sector Nl1rth Commander. Bnga· 
dicr-Gcncral !3. Hessc.ll)er_g.: "l was ahle tt1 
measure, on the ground, the extent or th<: 
good work .~c-:ompli~hed hy your units .. lw 
moving in between the c(1ml:-,;rn1nts in order 
to calm tempers anc.l hdp Lhe populations I 
would like this cxempl~➔ ry work LO he heller 
ar;knowli:ugc:d in all places. but ll i~ c::nough 
for us to be sure rhat we arc working fi:11 
peace, despite all the difficulties.· 

By 14 Seplc:mher, the panies had. r:i<JJ.~for­
mally agrec:d t(') the proposal. alt-li~11;!!hj·e 11-
sions along the front line: (n Sector S-q\.i.c.))_­
particularly in the Medak pockc:t • hid-di[Ill_n­
ished. 

Sector North , however. rern ,-1i nc::d rense . 
UN Milimy Ohservrrs and UNPROt='Or, 
trotip~ rc:ported Croatian Air f-on.;e M!C-21 
jeti; in action over the Sccwr c:arly 1n ch<: 
morn in~. with rocket alt-ir;k, on BhHusa. near 
Vrginmost, al 6.J7 a.m .. and bombs rJroppc:d 
near Gradusa al 6.40 a.m . 

One of lht: jetS crashed and allhc.1ugh the 
reason was unknown. che siting of ;~ircrafr 
wreckage wa, confirmed . The pilo t wa, 
kill<!d. 

Gc:nernl Cot continued his neg.,1tiatt<Jns in 
Zagreb . including wich c.;cneral Bo!ictko • 
for a cc~c-tire co be monitored \iy UNf'RO­
FOR. The Chic:f UN Military O\iscrvtr, 
Hrigadier,Gcnc:ral Bo Pellnas, visited Knin 
fof discu,.;ions on the opermronal aspect c_1f :; 
possible monitoring. mi,sinn .,hould :.1 c;i::;:i~c:­

firc be implemented. 
After gaining a cease-fire ,,gro:.::rt1c11t in 

principle betw1;;cn Lhc l wo sides on Wcdnc:;­
day morning. 15 Sc::plember. Gcn.-:rnl Cn, 
went to Gracac to arrange the dcpk1yment of 
lJNPROFOR troops along the confri:inrarion 
line in lhc: ;irea l)etween the w;;rring. sides 
south of Gosric. warning boch side.~ l JN PRO­
r-o R wnuld take the nc:r;c:s$My :.ction to fulfil 
the C¢ase-fire proposal. 

In the early afternoon. after intcnsiv1: nc:· 
gotiatior\S with Gcnc:ral Cm, and his ,pec;ial 
reprc:,c:ntative. Gener"! Pc:llna.,·. l)olh ;1dc:~ 
finally signed the cease-fir~ ng,recmcnL oi' 
UN!'R()FOR contfol oi the Mc::dak poc;k~r 
The operation was s,1c-:essfully conclu<lcu on 
17 September. EfforL~ ar~ now tt1r;u,ed c)il 

ncgoLiations for a g.lohal ce;.i.~i:-fire agree ­
ment. 



UN MEDIATORS 
BATTLE FOR PEACE 

By MARC McEVOY 

The fore:: ot' t11e impact from the missilt.: 
was heard across Zagreb - a dull thud 

that shook wmdows kilometres away and 
forcccJ rc~idcnts to turn out their lights and 
run (or covc!t'. 

A l-'RO(i- 7 surf:ic;e-tll-sur-
m1~sde t::irrying a 500ki 

w.irnead c: rnshcd into th<? 
,:uter ,uhud1 ,·,f l.ucko on :ci 

hiustery Sa turd:iy evening. 
I\ Sc:prc:rnbc:r . 

Ir was an ohviou~ message 
frnm che Serhs th;ir che Cror1-
:1an cap1tal wa., not immune 
:o attack and cnuld pay for 
:he recent inc:ir:s ion hy chc 
CrCl.iti,in Army intu Serb· 
hc:ld rerrilory ir. Kr:ijina. 

The rc:~u lt c)I° the most in­
tr ns i vc f1gh t: 11g hecween 
Cro,m and Serl1s since th~ 
Croa,ian Amiy oft'ensive of 
21 January, c111s was the clos­
:;st the war 11.:.d (e::tched Za­
~rc n during t !1e p::lSt I~ 
;nontJis. 

The rcnew;il .:>f l1ostilitie; 

villages were reportedly moving cowards 
Gracae. 

Al 7.40 p.m. that day, the oil refinery al 
Sisak was hit hy appro)(im,1rely 20 shells from 

General 8obetko declinc:ci lCJ meet the en­
voy, while Ge.neral Novakovic reaffirmed a 
message he had relayed :::-1rlier to Croati"n 
authorities through the F'nrce Comm ;:rn ckr 
sl..\ling that Serbian forces would auack Cro:~­
lian Army positions throug.houc the co,.;ntry 
if lhcy did not withdraw from tl1e viHag,es 
seized in the offensive. 

Fighling again spread and incensific::d 1)n 
Saturday, 11 September. ,\fore than 6,000 ar­
tillery and rocket impact5 were reporre(i by 
UN officials in Sector South al(lnc:, mainly 
along the confrontation line hc:rwe:::n 11;:iljci 

Continued page 4 

... ~it~ 

,.t; 

Hl 011 9 SepLembc:r with 
~art y morning shellin1; ,dun1,: 
:)(Hh .,idc::s of the confronta-

A UN supply convoy (above) passes the T uranj crossing near Korlovoc, which was heavily 
shelled this month - Photo : JIHAD EL-HASSAN 

:ion lrnc: in Sct:turs North and South. 
l INPROl7OR '; Force Commander, Gen­

'.!r;,I Ji;an Cut. metJiatcd a cease-fire agree-
111c:11t LhaL w;; ., IC.l hav<.: gone inco effect at 11 
1.m. on the same day. 

Al that precise time. however. Croatian 
Army units lau111.:lled ;;n ufrensivc into the 
region south M (insp1c;, seizing the villages of 
Citluk and OunJc: SeJo nc:,ir the 1,;unrn.mtation 
line: 1r1 Lhe: " pin k zone ", 

The: :111,1<.:k ;:,revoked a widespread ex­
chan~e ot fin: , rar_i:e1ing mainly civilian cen­
tres on hoth side:~. The folk1wing day . 10 Scp­
tc:mlicr. (i~nting continued and spread rn 

· addit1011al .:ire:-1~ in , and around, the Secters. 
There were :unher Crnatian Army att:1cks 

:◄ !_!ain~t Mc.:d,1k and south of Citluk, and UN 
111 il i1.ary amJ Cvi i Affairs officials confirmed 
the Croauan ,\t'my ~ei7urt or :1 third village. 
,'ijcgovma. Serb1.in rduget:, rrom Lhe :seized 

Serbian gunners. 
Croatian forces in the area immediately 

n:spondcd with heavy fire in Lhc direction of 
Serbian :fftil!cry emplacements :ind with 
rocket fire over Turanj. UNl,ROFOR inten• 
sified its effom to mediate a cease-fire on I 0 
September. 

The Croalian President, fl>lr Tudjman, lold 
the Special Repre:sentative of the Secretary­
Gc:neral, Mr Thorvald Stoltenberg, that he 
had ordered an imrnediate cessation of shell­
ing t"iut could not order a withdraw~,! from the 
occupied villagc:s until a ?,eneralized c:c:3:;c­
firt: agreement was signed. 

UNPROPOR relayed Mr ' f'udjrnan 's mes­
sage to Serbian officials. Meanwhile, Cenc:r:ll 
Col senl personal envoys ro meet the Com­
rnand::r or the Croatian forr.:::s, General 
8nbc:tku. ,1n<l the Commander of che Serbian 
forces in Krajina . General Novakovic. General Jeon Cot 
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SUBJECT: MEBTINOS WITH MR 1-lAOZIC AND Mf{ JARCEVIC IN ERDUT AND 
FOREIGN MINISTER JOVANOVIC IN BELGRADE 23 SEPTEMBER 1993 

1. Today I travelled togeth~r with Ambassador Ahrens to Erdut and Belgrade,. lo Erdut 

we met Mr Hadiic, President of the so called RSK, and Mr Jarcevic , the Foreign Minl:;Ler. 

In Belgrade we met Foreign Min1ster Jovanovic. These meetings were the continuation of 

the meeting yc5terday with Mr Sftrenlc, the Croatian Director of National Security, 1n which 

Ahrcn! outlined the French/German proposal for a secret meeting to provid~ impetus to the 

current Krajina talks , 

2. Before we left Zagreb this morning, Ahrens received a phone call from Sarenic. 

Sarenic confinned that he had discussed the proposal with President Tudjman and that in 

principle Croatia was in favour of the proposal. The fonnal withdrawal from the 802 areas 

was difficult. however there was room for manoeuver wilbin the framework of a separation 

of forces . He said that after the ceasefire they would move straliht on with the clements of 

847, attempting to gain concrete results against set time limits. He also said that we should 

~ -. not approach other politicians to discuss the su.bjecc, as Ahrens had offered to speak to people 

'.:>0'.·,·.stich as Scks to gain a broader consensus. 

3. At t>Qth tbc meccin&.s today Ahrens outlined the basic po5ition, that France and 

Germany , with the backing of the EC and ICFY ~ wanted to try to break the ctl.rrent deadlock 

of negotiations, This initiative was intended to achieve limited objectives, probably a 

comprehensive ceasefire and a start on opening key lnfrastrncture such as road~, railways and 

power traiunt.ission lines. The more complex political questio11$ could be discussed but would 

not be resolved fn these meeting~ . However. it was essential that the parties agreed that these 

objectives could be reached before the prestige of France and Germany was put on the Hnc . . 
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1 endorsed the initiative, confirming that it had the full backing of the Co-Chainnen. 

4. Mr Hatliic said that he fully accepted the idea and would be happy to pani1.ipare since 

it was clear that th~ alternative wns war, In fact he pressed for an early start to the process 

because he feared further Croatian attacks in the near future. He agreed that a ceasefire was 

vital and that reope11ina comrnunicAtions routes was o! interest to both parties and should be 

done as soon as possible , On the question cf return of displaced people, Ahrens mt'ntioned 

that while In New York the prim~iple had been agreed that all dlsplAced people should return, 

inc: ludina Serbs to Croatian held territory, PupaU had said that no Serbs would want to go 

b11ck. Hadzic saitl that the principle was correct, but then went on to say quite 5trongly that _ 

Serbs and Croats could never live together again, n might be possible for Croats to reti.irn 

to Kraj!na. but it was inconceivable for Serbs to want to return to Croatia. 

5. Minister Jovanovic w~s initially cool towards the idea, sayini that 1t was not pussibk 

for Serbia to be included in negoti11tions between Krajina and Croatia. becau:;e I(njn would 

object. Ac the same time there was deep mistrust of Croatia in Knln. while th~re were 

lncreasing hlgh level conta~ts between Belgrade and Zagreb to discu~s matters such a, t!i~ 

econ"mic reconstruction. Ahrens explained that Serbia's role in the negotiations wu~ cwofokL 

to raise the level of the mectirta so that Croatia would be represented by someone other than 

the usual team, with whom no progrc.ss was being made, and at the same tltne to set them 

to leave lhe country for negotiations: and secondly to bring Serbia into the intc:rnatiornd arena 

as one ot· the mediators, alon111ide J:rance and Germany. as this would help its reintegration 

into Europe which was of long term importance for all c.onccrned, Jovanovic aireed thac the 

principlt., was good, but would need some consideration, He ended by saying that it 111lght 

be easier for Serbia to attend if there were greater concrete incentives for Serbia, with the 

lifting of san~tions being the key issue. 

6. We a,reed at both meetinis that proeress should be made in the military working 

group so thit there is a ceasefire aareement read)' to be signed in Stras!Jlur~, and thitl this 

activity shOl.lld takt place next week. We also agreed that we should be able to return during 

the week starting 4 October to confirm their positJons before making a final recommendation 

to Bonn and Paris. 

ENDALL 
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Amba$eadors Ahrens and VoUebaek met yestenlay with Mr. Saren.lc. Director of 
Natlonal Security. The discussion focused mainly on the Frencb/Gennan initiative. 

Amba&i~ador Ahrens started by making a resume of the past events and n~aotiations 
on the Krajina stressina the fact tbat these talks had moved in circJes ever since they 
started in February in New York. The main problems have been the withdrawal of 
the Croatian arm,;d forces from the areas mentioned in SCR 802 and who will police 
the areas vacated by the Croatian Army. 

Ambassador Ahrens then explained that Ambassador VoJlebaek and hunself had been 
given the task of sounding out with theb- interlocutors the Fre~h/~n initiative 
about both the format and the chancf9 of success. Bonn and Paris wou]d then decide, 
accordingly, whether or not to hold a meeting. He explained that the initiative could 
go further than the Krajina issue and touch the question of the Serb/Croat relations 
in general. The 1dea was to hold a high level meeting with rei,rcsentatives frorn 
Zagreb, Belgrade and Erdut/K.nin which would be chaired by high ranking officials 
of the French and the German Foreign Mit1lstries , A precondition for convening such 
a meeting was. however, tbat both sides showed more wlllinaness for compromise 
than had so far been the case . 

Ambassador Vollcbaek added that chi, idea had strong international support and that 
the CorChairmcn were strongly In favour of it. 
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Ambassador Ahrens firtishcd by askina questiun5 about the actions of the Croatian 
Army on 9 September. adding that accordini to such information they might have 
completely destroyed Serb villascs during their withdrawal from the areas taken 
during this attack. 

3. Mr. Sirenit explained that it' Croatia had enough guarunt~es that che long teIII1 
solution would not in any way be an independent "RSK 11 • it would be much more 
flexible in the oe.gotiations. He was in favour of a negotiated solution aad said that 
Croatia would work on restoring the confidence startin2 with UNPROFOR in which 
the Croatian public has lost faith. He added that Croatia's aim was to grant the Serb 
majority areas an autonomy based on what sorne reaions (Kosovo and Vojvodina) had 
under the 1974 con&titution in Former Yuaoslevia. He also stated that Croatia would 
support reexdumaes of population with the go~l of a return to the pre war ethnic 
compositions, i.e. , return of all the refuaees .. 

' 
Regarding the French/German initiative, Mr. Sarenic showed great intel'tst and stated 
that it was, in principle, welcome and that he would con$u)t with President Tudjman 
later the same e-vening. Not making it a precondition, he added that II cease fire 
5hould be in place before talks on other issues start. When the Croalian withdrawal 
from the 802 areas was mention~d. he said that due to interrtttl rea50rul it was not 
possible , However , later in the mectini he said that if it wa, put on the table in a 
m<>re subtle way ~ome compromisr:: could possibly be rea~hed. Mr. Sareft.ic wiH 
contact Ambassadors Ahrens and Vollebaek on his talks with President Tudjman as 
soon as poss,blc. 

4. Both Ambttssadors plan to go to Erdut and Belgrade today for talks with Krajitui'S 
"President", Hadzic. and Serbian Foreian Minister, Jovanovic. They plan to go to 
Knin tomorrow for talks with !!Prime Minister1' , Bjegovic, and with the Serbian 
military leadership. 
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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH MR DEGORlCIJA - 21 SEPTEMBER 1993 ·------- ·--· 

1. Last night l met Mr Degoricija at my initiative for over an hour. In a difticult 

meeting Mr Degoricija gave a very strong warning that if progress w"s not made very soon 

in Sector West then Croatia would have to take the matter into its own hands, as it did neKr 

Gospic on 9 September. 

2. When we arrived Mr Oegoricija was watching TV Banja Luka news, showing 

coverage of ~he Canadian/French battalion movi11g into the Medak pock~t. Mr Degoricija 

was very depres5ed, but justified the Medak action by saying t~at he ancJ Croatia had been 
warning the international community for a long time about the annam~nt of the Kr11jina by 

the Serbian and Bosnian Serbs, and that they had been saying for a long time that if nothin~ 

was done to stop the terrorist attacks, then Croatia would have to do something about it, 

Croatia bad now taken a,.tion and given the Serbs a very clear message that they should 

desist. The fact that the Serbs might have drawn completely different conclusions was lost 

on Mr Degoricija. 

3. Although we diS¢ussed the impact of the Medak a~llon on the current negotiations and 

~oncluded that the milltary r:xpcrt group should continue to meet and that there was a chance 

to sign a c.eascflre, Mr Degoricija stressed the fact that the sit\lation in Sector West was still 

'iery bad and getting worse, with terrorist incidents and killings ~very day , If this situation 

did not change in the very near fyture, then Croatia would once again hAvc to take military 

action to ::itop H. Croatia had the milltary ability to take as much territory as il want~d in 

Krajina and bad taken a very limited objective in the Medak action. However, Sector West 
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was about to be object of the next Croatian interest, This was not aggression on the part of 

Croatia, because it was acting on its own territory , 

4. Mr Degoricija has invested great personal effort in the at.tempts to negotiate a 11oh.1tion 

with th~ Serbs, through previous negotiations and througb the Croatian proposals that arc 

nearing completion, despite the tone of his rhetoric. This may explain why he is so 

depressed. While I do not agree with bis logic in justifying the Medak action. I believe that 

he may reflect the lint of thought that RC:tually prevails within th~ Croatian Government and 

that Croatia may he on the brink of a further military action in Sector West. If this is true, 

and it is easy to cry wolf, I recommend that we should take the following actions: 

.. 
' a. PoHti~ally, we should take all possible diplomatic steps to persuade the 

Croatian Oovernrocnt that such a~tion would be a political disaster. 

b, Militarily, we ahould attempt u soon as r,ossible to put into practice in Sector 

West a similar buffer with UNPROFOR to that which seems to have held the two 

sides apart in Sector North during the Medak action. r realise that this is manpower 

intensive , and that manpower is short in Sector West. However, it is a posilive action 

which, in the light of the UNPROFOR success over the Medak action, might prove 

dect$1ve in defusing the situation. 

ENDALL 



-------- ------- - - ---- ---

..... 
UfWG f1:/1icumi~. lJllil 

Pa~i~ iek f81tpij R 

u~~FROFl] R ZAGREB 

• coos "93 Sfp 1 8 J 2 • l fl lJnjt•ittNarlons rrow~tlcm Pore• 
RESTRICTED• Fflroe'"procceliond111Natiot11UntH 

... 

coo• CABLE 

TO: ANNAN, UNATIONS, HEN tOIU<-/JSCZ 

INFO: 

FROM: 

OATE1 

STOLTENBERG, ICPY, GBNIVA 

STOLTUBIRG, UNPROFOR, ZAGREB 
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SUBJECT: 6l)alysiJ ot Pglitical A1;10t1 of Regent Kedok eQcket 
cm,tlim; .. 

' 1. I attach tor YO\lr consideration copy of CAC-SN Kirudja 's 
analysis of reeent hap~rsingg. Mueh of it we find rather 
persu•si~e. Tbe event• ot the laet 9 days have been datrimental 
to th• croa"Cian GOvernment. Ne rathQr wonder whftt o•t-t.ain 
elements wlll try to do next. Their poeition must have ha~n 
weak•ned by wh~t ha5 occurred. 

2. The impact of this week'• two Gen•va BH bilateral 
agranment.s, espeoj,~lly on the "right to seoede"t could also be 
seisJn.1..c. All eyes will be on Sitrajevo Airport n•:itt Tuesday. The 
itnplicat!ona for tl\e •RSX" ot the! DH process, and the latest 
Croatian military esoapade, will be analysed -- we au£pect -­
oautio~aly, and without any ~rgeney, by it& leadership. 

3. CAC-ss Petarso~ tells us that the atmosphere in Knin today 
i.s (!Xtremely teniSei, in vi•w ot the a111ount of deliberate 
destruction in the torme~ly•oeeupied villages, and the autopgie~ 
now being cond4cted tn ra£pect ot the rat~iQved bodi~s. Thare 
are riJJilours ot mCU!IS grew~s. A memorial service will be eonduated 
to~o~row in Knin. '1'he lead•rahip thGl:'e haa already told h.~?'.' that 
tl'I~ re~ent events have caused th~lll to conclude thAt they are 
unli~ely any longer to aooept the continuance of the •and~to in 
its p:r:asen1: form. The posetibili~y of ha.ving an •arly 11 g~ne:r:a1 
cease-tire meeting" with both sides seems a little re•ot~. 

Rn.dall. 
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I. The ~im:p imll"Kl'lhtlt-.ly rwtMtrie rbi" nnr. 'll'lt'i ilV/AFr110R/t'I datr.d 

Jl AUl!USI \99] . 

1, Toda1, on tJ1e iiixth ~y follow ins thi, .nost inttnidv~ connlct betwun C:ro1&tli ancl 

~b~ slftCe UNPllOFOR. arriv<,J In this Sector. tM ,ituatrlon i, cali,, . The hil,lh tcn"ion 

111ppe111' to ha~e dl~p;dcu . The MttcnUoo of Ult warring panicJi now seemr.; to~ nu'l1<'d to 

asso~1ng danusic, innl<;ted on or 11uff-cr~ from e,ach other arul whilt their state of political 

relationship ii or \\liJI bu. Mus& ordinary people seem to h11"e heard of tho ta~ ccasenrc 

agrumenl with Croats and that the CA is withdrawlt\J rl'\)m the tJu°" vill1i:Jc5 (Dlvosclo, 

Cittu•. and PuclteU) whore llwlr 11ctfun on O January 1.nui:hed off• general fnn111ct ,10,-a 
the frunUlncs in 5e¢tor5 North, &mrh aJ\1.1, co a ,e~ser e,cttnt1 Wi!.c.t . Thia Sitrcp is 

Intended as 1 ·posr rnortun,• review or the four ci.y connki whh a view tu Jrawlni: 

lc~ons for c.hls mls~l\ln. Tot heruu. 111rnrt\{)(h)n Is U\"t tm re(;ei.it nihUng 1111 for the 

ffll)metil nm It~ COIJt!IC to th~ end. 

OJ$RA~AL RB\!IEit 

3. Two dats hernre th~ ti~hcii,111 !A£1rted, the SC, CAC am.I COS of Sector North ht«l 111 

ft\eetlA& on 7 Sept~• WJU1 Oen. lobtlku, at wr raquc~, •ntr ob,;ervlna I raridly 

00 4 i::. l' 
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t ~JtP 
di:tcriorating cH1.1tttllln alon~ tho CfUrunning from Oi'4tin down h.> Oospk 

(()r LhJs meeting h~d hccn triggcNd by : 

(•) MvunLing CF vloli1tiorn1 from CA units: 

The l'C'{l,l t#._1 

(b) A warnln1 by a CA Comnumder la I.he Ogulin/Pl!Adri Cf.:L area tlutt he 

wo1,1ld fire dlte.dly on P(JLBAT ut1IU; deployed In thi;, area sint:t, accordlna lo hJm, UN 

troop~ were not ruwv~ to be CleplO)ed in tho •Pink Zol\•" aru, and : 

(c) Inforfl'Ultlun rrom tllc C~ commander ot Ol Kttrlu"iiC ('Rrl~. MilJe..,, ~c) that 

CA units operAtina In the ar~ f'rom O~ultn do~n \0 Gospii; were now uotJ1t\' the dire;.:t 

cumm,-nd of Oen, Booctlm him~lt. 

4, At tho 7 Ser,tcmbe.r m~tini in Zajlreb, Oen. Du~dco ~surw us ~\ 1'10 UN 

po~idoWi would he enililnacred uoa~ Lile Mi llsed lhc UN poi:•liuns Al. shlcW fro,n 

belltnll wb1ch tht:y t1nd 11t Croat ~IUons; dull the CA had nu offcrnsl\lt: plans In the 

OgullnlP1a&~l lU'CM but the CA tnti:adcd to reteliJte bea\llly to tho -continued shclJJni• i,f 

Gosple; and rhi-f th¢ Si!""" ~ndnue to mtn&et Slulc wlth &rtlllt:ry wt,t~h UNPftOPOR kid 

faHcd lO wee !;()Oll'Ul Of 11\d remo\'e fron, tlle lll't,, BobdkO'!I 11~toffient11 t,cco,oe mort 

Ullibf'atent, i.11 tht lil!,ht of the rt>A:0111 flghttni, wheo seen aa:..ln~t a previou~ wnto.d he 

tuw Kel ~n1ng OD 7 April 1993 at bla finlt mectlng with th~ sc. Sector North, Also 

~nl 8' Cl~ mce1lng \l/Cl'C Ole lhcn PC Wllhla,en. tbu CA Commender of OZ ·z.aarcb 
(Gen. SUpctic) 1 and Ute CA Commander of O'J. KJ&rlovac (Bri&. Mlijcvac). 

~. The~ or me 7 Aptil ~tin¥ wa~ to conddcr Set;to.t Nonh'.c ()t,~i.i;.ls nn 

thr(.Q hot spot~ all)nj the CFI. (Bliu.skl Kut, MoSCtl'llt.:1 and 'furanj) a1J welt as lay • basl~ 

fut an ov~rall modus 1JptralflJJ :11ont th~ entire CflL in the Sectur . At thi: i:'nd of that rrrst 
mectio&, Robdio had Uleitfy authutlze4 and aot in motion I pr~ that re~uHed in , 

$lltftitkaot reut!ployment 11nd u1,Ique p,estnct (Jf Sector Nnrth troop'l aloo, ii,~ M die 

CPL. lbc presence or Ul~ tro0ps lftd mintenance of maMoo OP!a:/CPs alona the hot 

part) ur tile CI·L dunn& tbc recent intensive fliflli11" rrutdc a crltic1d d;rr~rt!nce In tbt 
course uf die nih1Jns tn\l 01ay have pruvicbJ a rurniDll poh,t hl the perccptJons of die rot, 

2 
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6. By mutuaJ agrwmcnl of holh $t~:; BGe,i, Hc..'i:<Clbi;r~ hl$d been permlttciJ t.o 

neg,Hlote and ~onclul.fc loci.ti Hgruc1t11.inl11 llJ resol~c conflict\ in Banij~ Ar,J Kordun uclls 

~ons Ute CFL., l'he nol&lblr. e~q)ltoa w-., O'le CFL In the Oju!fn to Oo!.pi~ ~ea . At 1 

natttinu on l Junt ~ti Zag1·eb, !k>htl.ko made it cl~ar lhllt h,: wou1J "retaliate with all 

fore~& agllln11l korenl~ If i:lttuck~ on Ooll[)I~ did nm stop•, In thtt ate-a up t.Q ()&utin , it 

wu 11\tiJent 1h.it iobttlc.u would out llci;ept the 50par1ttlon l,)f ft.)rcc., un!kr similar local 

agreem,~m,s as he had acceptt-'d In Bal'IIJ• or Kordun. lr was also cvMenr At lhat tlmo I.hilt 

the OQatl•u !Ii~ woul" nolttltt LI.Dden"lltnd nor accept the mc~~aae con'lltlyoo by tJw sc 
thai the ~rb& '911uulc1 eonli1dcr an attack on Korenic• or an~whtrc el~ a.a: !ln altock on r.heir 

c0Ui1.ttive terrllor)' lbJ woulJ rctaliule aa,slnsl CnHn_~sitlon~ 1croi,.1 all over tl\e CFL Ill 

\ht)' ch<wuie. N~vcnl1ele~"• the CT\Mlt» reepo<.'tW lh~ 'untJel11kiriKs they hll<l plodge<l on 

7 Ap,;1 at the nr11t Bo~~u mootlTii whb soc~vf' North with rcganl to ~01'\flicts In '&rtl"'l~a 

or KortJut\ . 

7. Thal l!llinskl Kut J.ocal llgccm~nt WH bnplcrncn~ ~ucce.~sruuy. OANBAT troopll 

were deployed In a security t.One dfcctt\'fly ueparatl-ng the two opposing forces and 
therel'Jy provided ~ pr~rlcttl \t'-lfflJ'll~ llf II succH~ful lueltl1y nfauti1tt<1 solution, \Jnlts of 

DP.1'A"OfsAl wetc ncx, sur.ccuf\llly deployed ill the Glinski Poljana - Siana pocket 

cnc1o~n3 ~ "rcverkd Pink ?.one" and l.hc:ttby ~hltvlng a sfmih,.r 1tpQr.11tJon of force&. 
POI .'fl~T unit.$ were strnllarly placecl IA 1111 attempt to etr~:t.ivcly scpat1~ the rwo tori.:ts 
in nmu\j. 8o1h OBTARODAT and POLBAT were rvplaced In (helr p()Sltll)r,s and w~ 
by FR.EliAT I tr~n,ferred b) the fC fron, SectM South. All 1he bauaJh.>•111 involved in 

tM scparaHon ~, force.11 posltlQnll\j had tht c11~1hiltcy in r,er90Mu1 1nd equipment to 

rem11ln anJ buld d.efcnM.lvo position:. under fire. B)' order of th~ SC, the OPs/CJ>~ bud to 

cnnrQrm, as 111 al.!uitlm1•I me~a.urc: nt Sl,l\:1,1rlt)\ ti, ttie Ul'VNor~lc ,~nd11ttJs ot 
fort.I flcallor,1 , 

8. On 13 Septcinp,e,· du, FC, Oeti . Je1n Cot, viliited tht CFL in Blln$ld K.ut ~•• 

Mo~~~nic:1, an~ rnc OHn~kll Prilja1'16 vc:a to inspect the deplo)tnerit of th~ tluops auttr\g 

t1ae ~nt tlghtln&, lJ,Wm return ro zaareb, he wrote to Oen. HcicselbtrA the fullowin& 

3 
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•o,,c:e aa,4/n, I wru al>lt 10 m1a.,1Vr, on thti groultd, th, 1.xttnt of,~ g<H>d wort 

· acr<>,nplish."4 by your unit.J, ,sptd.aJly 01 rht& nm~ u/ .11rlouJ 1t,tsl011, by mo vi Iii ih 

btMttn 1Jt. combutun1J. In order to "4:tllfl ttmpt.rs and hflip thr popu(utlon:,·, 

· I WOUid UJct thil 1.xenv,lai, work to bf bmtr ac:blt;Wlr-dgt.d /11 "" ptae~s. hut JI is 

tlf()u&hfor w 10 bt ~~ 1/wt we art wn~ng,fo, Ptau. d,tpltt all,,., dU/lt-ultlt1". 

On 4 Ser,tcmber lllDd tivc Uil)'II befur~ the fiil\,uoa uupt«t, Amh, VollebMk had 

vi~•~ !.lli.nski Kur ar1d Gllnsk~ l>oijana C~i. &rea witi ••pressed slmilill' com:J1.1slons 83 

coiwe)'ed by lhe PC. 

9. On 10 Septcmb~r, Ch"' ~om.Ida)' a.nJ at die apoaec: of t.hc heavy Ajbtlng, Sector 

North ~ the as5cssm~nt Lhal the $orbs had conccntr1ted furces in the "lctnJry of Tura.nj 

antJ mliht have ~ ptu,nln& ~ btc,llk. lhroup CA f'runUlnes to JUvtr Mte:tnica a.nd pl!itC 

their three, la a t>OSitlun lo conuvl by flre all nfflc trom X11rlovac to Rljeka - 1 i,ftal 

road lin~ o.1wc;ien major CtoHtiM popuJJitiM ceut.rc!i, 11w FkHaAT 1 poshic,"11 in tbls 

uca ca~ i,nder (II~\ ltw of Or¢ ft'om both 1&lck~. Most of that fire directed at the UN 

tru¢p~, (80 ['tf~erlt by IJ\C SC'A estllJUll~). t:ame D'c,m CA poiitiurl~. Two FR.'E.RA. Tl 

J\PU "'ere h,t but aiumined o,lno, 411Nlt.l, NdtNit Side attempted~ how~~. to 111<NC 

lnrantty put the UN powiUont, A !rimilar slh.lailon, tho\l&h with less f1rc lnten1ilty, \Ila& 

COOUllncd by DAN8t\ T in 'Blimkl Kut and $,JJ\JI area. At POLBAT poslUo,is MlUAd 

Vojnavac ii') 1111.ui. thi.: UN po~ltlon~ were ~w 1tfter rtlnf'urcoment bt l'eservc uniu 

from PREhAT 1, ~ CA ftre subsided and th9 position remzuntd t\J1ly r,\1111tu!d . 

10. In britsf, dtliiplt.: th$ 1helllna, with heavy w••~ and l't&f'OUPlfl&li of lnfantl) 

po11lll¢1t&, 11e1Uu:r side ad~ancel.l "-"rolill the O'l, in tho AOR Qf S11ietor 'Nurth, The.rt were 

cJclU' s•a.ns, how~v~ 1 tJ\it there waa potential fur mis_ tu tutve .twppcned piutccutarly in th~ 

u~ of Turunj, SunJ1 and Phu;ki, Wb.Jlc neither :;ide appu~ to ba"e wluust_y wanted 

to Mlvancc: ihi:ir pn~itivns. tllil ~)",:~ of n,Ulllatory actions wcr~ si:vund times hrok'en or 

4 
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11. Tht lnternatloniJ honltr with RH remained calm dudn1t, the whvlo perxi<l or the: 

oorUlk!t and the main er~!ih)ll pCllnt 11t Maljt."\IIC (Vdiu KJaduSll) remained o~n. Thii; lw 

1'1fflllrk1hlc c:oosidertng 1h.(lr\l bad t~o II i.cnous eonnlct r,n l? April it1volvwai Serbs rc­

fnterln1 b)' forct taro ~ c'll\'t•v~ ot· BoAnb Boj"a• T"" l July ct-e~fire hrol.1:1~ h)' 

$eel.or tiionh aucJ hwol~ina t.ce•to•face 1noedi1g1 bcLw«;n Seshi: and &Jsn~ans from 9Uu!c 

held thmu,iihuut the ~Ol'lt t\ghtlt1g betwooll Serbs 81Gd Cru1b. 

12. WhUo each aide c!1dins Lhty did oot want th~ flabtinQ, lt i& alst, evident thttt nehbtr 

side wa.~ shocked or wrpriSOIJ w!K'n it hlrr,tt\ed, Furth1:r, ea~I\ !llde openly declared to 

the Olller wbt& lt was prcpw'Cd or lntcl'ldcd 10 (le> and t1'en s.:l about dnhtg it. It is also. in 

our vlcvr. no{ 11n a~ctoonL ~at the tlghtlAa, PfC'.:llri\atw h) acti,,hs o~ the Croatian ~d~, 

hllprcned thJ~ WNU ~rote tho Qll(lndttc of UNPR.OPort WU..~ due for ftllCWll. The 

ercmlan ,sldt hu publicly bea:,n prc•~upk:d ror '"5vcral month~ aow with the rol~ of 

llNPROflOR in tn-, UNPAs and wbat Croau • u the lmuJcquacy otCNPROFOll's 

m1tndi1e. The 1uvc,m11ntnt uf Ct'<,etla ht4 btt11od pubUely YA11t lt wuuld ai:cept in Mlet &o 

Atr~ to II ronewt!d mand;&N, 'rh!s t=r dltoo 1, September and addrcwd tu the 
sc:c~t#'.Y··O(Jlcl'tll by President Tlldjff\.llQ waa re~I)' rt~cd tn tlle pre$~ atnn2 

'tf;ilb the de\61\ or lilt demands u.a., UNPROPOR mutt ful6U. Included is the much 

punlic11~ -.iew on ~ put Qf croati• \hilt tJNPTtOa:zO'R. ha, the obli1,1iun to: 

(a) DilW'm lht Sert,1 w~tb or wlth1l11t th~lr co-optraUon; 

(b) RetUtn Cru1ttiaf\ 1$1tborlty, if not lrnmcdi111ely to all w UNl'Ai, , ~n 

ccrulnly to trui •Pink ZQn~:f• and~ 
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1), The CA a~tlon from Oollipi~ in.to t.l'I~ three villages wa:; pri!codcd by a rcncw~d .enJ 

virulent 1tt1.1;:k on VN"PROFOR In tti~ CivatiM media. C1u1tLlan repon~rs t~r tCI tu&~.: 

ombark~ tJJl a witch h11nl for Kll ubjccuoMhlo thin&& UNPR0( i'0R did 011 fllilcd to do. 

Tbt arr,arenc moUvo wu tc, J)rOP the nffictal derr,.11nd tbat UNPROPOR.'s manwite nee~ 
u, be funt!~~nui11y ch.anitd and iu commantl or orianisittol'lal ~cture bmken up 1.iito 

thrc:c ·i.Q. separ1ue mtssion1 for Croiitia, IH and FYROM. In otb« words. tho CroMu 

~m io l\avc embark~ in a .rather succe.!hful media campttlifl to vilify UN PROFOR and 

1~ persunn~l ln the •~Ok of their own rublic in an ironlc attempt to coor~ ~ m!~~lol\ to 

ICI rnorc: in llnt wllb official ,:,oliey for relatcgnUng the TJNPAi. back lntu the rest of 

Crollths ,,n a fas, tnck. The tvcnlt that happened ic.·the recent na,hting seem to htivc 
' 

dcatt a sevuro bluw to Croauan oflldal asplntions In t,w; rcs1~1..1, 

14. Tho CA IDc\lrslon from Oospic inti) the •~Jak poclc.et11 also lu&p~ncd at tht timt. 

wtieo both Stde.$ were reporte,d to be Mt too far apart In ~chinir, 1r1 accord f(,r a &encral 

ceasc;;flrc. Tne negCMltllng pmlcs were ~choduled m rmot abolU'Ll a BritiHh wanhip on ~ 

Adrladc on 12 Sc{'\,tmber tn Onali1.e tilt, aareemtN. The att1ek b~ tl\c C'.A seems to hav~ 

puihed dlt negotietlna trad: to the b1c:'k humer It nt>t sltafgbt into Ul~ ieeboi. Fur how 

1on3 wm ~d. perhaps, un how the km~ lnttr,rct their positlcm, i:oming out at the 

t~cnL ftght.lng. 1, m1ty bo 1t1nifiC11nt in lhat PfO(.'c:~5 to 1\1.>tc that ilk, CA In genentl, and 

Bc.,t,otkQ in p.art1cu1ar, may ba~e al'1al in the conviction \l\11t the CA action In tht •M«lak 

poc:kct11 would be viewed b) Lh" Serbs u a.n ~>l1t1:d but II pnlenr lndlcaior ur Croatian 

ntiliW'Y fll1Kht lO whict\ ~ \\-OU1d be ~om~Ued 1u ?e"'(IOnJ whh • front.al cc,~1111;r attack 

wtier~ Lb~ action biql()l:nC(J, In rctN>\r,ect, the CA Chit,( of Oenenl1 St.,l'f appean not to 

ba.vc ~" penuaded '11-.t ~ Serb!ii Wd'C polM1 to rc~ponJ lll f\111, la mral aftd evcrywheri; 

,tong the CFL, Two d.y, •an. he statuil to the Crn•tlan pre.st-: that ·aow \he Sorb11 h.il\le 

f•II th~ IOhi llrm of Cro&tia" . JI w&s lhc W\\e m~~~113e hi had ukeit us oil ? Seploinber 

to conn,y m lhe Serbs, Wo dhJ. 

15. By 18;00 hr1t dlis ~vtoJng, UNPROFOR units baliCd at Dlvo.iw:lo will b,i~c taken 

control of I.ho "Medak p.:>cket" 1ftM lht hut CA unit! v...-:are tht ,re.a &cC'ordln1 t1, tbe 

6 I I 
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agrceT'llenl !jJtncd h:, both p~rtlc.ti on- U ~ptcmher . JlepoM~ from the ~illeae.q rrum which 

the CA h1;t..11 lcf\ ,rtclu(!(:s tales of bunK..-J houses anJ gc11oraJ 4.l~f:trudion. lhe CA ~m 
reportedly he b11~k to their positions a& or 9 Jun~ wlth1~ut a m!lJtlUj' victory , the i1\tense 

shelllni. h) S<lrb:ai from r,n~iUons In Sector North ilircu.;ttd to h~1wlly pupul~trd ~Uan 

1,1wns IA!ro~tii I.ht CFl . alw ~l'\lcd w e•JX)ve the "son untktbtny• of Crot1tia pro~r 1a1 

wcll u Lo demon:.mte th¢ txtcnt nf Ulc flre power prtMl'ltly in Sert, himk Tho Serbi. 

com~ our wilh v~ihly l)llOycd moratc about thclr own siteurily iS well ~ their ability to 

ttiraaten the u(h~ Jidt:. fn:,m an lnttirnational pub lie rctatlQn~ puint o( view I t11;:y alM 

oo~ out of lht'i COT\nl~t •Ith lhrct vtllxtiCli u •tcalimony~ w th11ir ofh.:n repu~ claim 

tbal UIC return or Croatian authority to Seth vi1 .. --s can only mean dl~~cr. 

16. The recent fighUng a1>P1=o1rs to "-~o tlfted lllt~~-l of th~ douht the ~m1; may have 

privately iillrhorct;t about tbcll aMlity to whhlctaand a t:'roatf11n mf ntacy llltlt:k on an 1111 1)t)l 

basl~ . IntJlre<:tly Lhis may al~ .luwe leNcd to slreniithencd, within Ebt local Sert, 

leadcr,hip quurcb~ those lc11clcr" who want to Nly ~lely on "Krajift, Strh.-." 'lflthout 

o'ren dOpc,noonce on .Ruimlan Serbs or Btlirllde ror mt11111l')I wfll)()rt. Ln OUler word1i1, the 

Serbs aoc~ to come out uf the ttghting ~1,nviflCecl they Cil' defend ~m&eh1es wlthout the 

n~ for more 1nrantry. The mu,eh publiciiod complwnt by Cra1t1a of troops cornlnt 

frotD OUl~ide the UNPAS seem~ w hllVC ~ ,. rttoot i~,uo. The fightis,a SHftt~ to tave 

bi:e11 di:termlood 501e1y by Ute u~e or t'tea"y tlte l'()Wer by botJI stdeli against popuhited 

arw. 

PBOUNOlll 

17. Thi# n,(.:cnt ng11ttn111tu) the .1c1h~ lnvulvemcn, of UNPROFOM., from the FC down 

tu the uniL~ at OPs/CJ)$ misy have ptaceJ thi11 mlK,on clo~ to a rurning point. From Iii\ 

open.tional vle-wpoini1 tho Sorb 1idt ll\lt)' havl) restored u «iroe of ~bnfidcnco loirt 11.fwt 

22 January. UNPROFOR was. seen tu have held lti povitfoM and ~ l=C to havo 

dcmml/llriil~ his rCS(ll~t to act llecit1ivcly. The new~ th.al Ult CA UDil~ ilJ:tlJally could 

have wlill<Jrl\wn frlun th~ 1Ji1Jag,~ within t.hc rcl11.tlv;Jy ,hort 11me frame seems rn he 

ra.:elved bQre \\11th ll mixu,ro of dlllbelicf and re1ter. 

1 
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I 8. While tJNPROFOR•~ rclallom1hip with th11 Serb &id~ may have improved after the 

recon~ fi~tinii. lt i..$ douhd'\11 duit Croatt!tll opinl<m ot LJNPROFOR GOtJld tin~ changeJ 

ror the t,cttt,t. tc c:an be ex~t1:J thal the: Surbt will ht1rJcn their negotlatin1 p()j,litlons lit 

the lCFY level and will seek ro r6'.T\lit UNPROPO.R to lt!I polhic1tl vh~-ws . Oile uf t!ku 

wm no douht be the TIJht l(l bo coruaul~ la the 4c:.d5lon of thi: ~~rl~ Coun~il tc&anllnc 

any ,n:.n,e '" the miu,l11ne of UNPROIIOR. H11rd tlm~• for UNl"IlOFOR loom aht.wl . 

lleprds. 

Charlt1 ;:1.-C/.C. 5t;<tor NO<Tb 

TO: M, . C. Thomt,crry, HCA, UNPROPOK ZAOREB 

cc: ~tur Comrmnder 
Chtef, trNClVPOJ, 
SMO 
M&AO 
OANBAT 
POI.SAT 
PR~BATI 
UNHCR 
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. . . . ( I 
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INFO SECTOR NORTH SOC , SECTOR WEST S00 
FAX ND.: 

INTE~N DISTR.! SC, DSC, CAC,UNHCR,ECMM, SMO 

SUBJECT:· SITREP MEDAK POCKET OPS 
! 

MESSAGE 
1. OPS TO OCCUPY AREA TAKEN BY CROAT OFFENSIVE ACTIVITY SINCE 
9 SEP ARE PROCEEDING GENERALLY ~9 PLANNED. LIMIT OF AOVANCE OF 
CANBAT 1 FORCES ON 16 SEP WAS TO THE GENERAL LINE RUNNING NE FROM 
.KRAJINOVlCI 3125 TO ORNIC! 3327 (ALL GR WK). 

2 . ADVANCE .CEABED 1>.'J' Ll-.ST LIGHT ON 16 SEP ANO IM SPITE OF 
EXTENSIVE ART~ BXCHANGES IN SOUTHERN Pl-..RT OF SECTOR SOUTH LA~E 
ON 16 SEP, THE C},. WDR ANO CANBA'l' ADVANCE CON'rINUED AT FIRST LIG.H'l' 
ON 17 SEP . CANBAT C cov Ct.JMENTLY MANS sERa FRONT LIME POSNS 
NEAR SITNIK 3522, NJEGOVANI 3524, .AND BtGLUK J72~. . 

J. FREBAT 1 COY IS ON SERB FRONT LINE POSNS NEAR aARLETE 3731. 
I<ORMIJOVACA 3629 AND ZAVODE 4130~ - THIS .COY WILL MOVE LATF.R ON 
17 SEP TO OCCUPY POSITIONS IN THE NEW UNPROFOR- BUFFER ZONE. 
toes ,NOT YET DETERMINED: RECCE IN PROGRESS. . . . . .. 

4. CANBAT O COY DISPOSED AREAS VUJ(SANI 3421, DRIJICI 3422, 
O. SELO 3423 AND UZELCI 3424. TNEY WI[.L CONTINUE PATROLLING ANO 
ROUTE CLEARANCE IN THE AREA BETWEEN CANO D COYS. 

5, FREBAT 3 COY IS LOCAT~D 1ALONG THE ROAD JOINING KRAJ!NOVIC 
3124 AND LICKI CITLUK 3224 AND IN THE AREA SW OF OR.NICE 1327, 
THEY WILL SWEEP VILLAGES OF STRUNICl 2927 1 POOl<USA. 2828 AND NOR'l'H 
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:TO THE AREA Of GR 2930 AND POL1ARI 3027. 

6. THE PRECISE LOC OF THE CA PR! 9 SEP LINE IS BEING DEflNED 
AND WltL BS OCCUPIED BY I.AST LIGHT- DETAILED SWEEP OF · VtLLAGES 
WILL CONTINUE FOR R~INDER OF . DAY. ACTIVE - PATROL SCHEDULE 
BEING JO.INTA!NED. . 

7. · CO:. CANBAT 1 RJ!:PORTS THAT· CA FORCES DELAYED ADVANCE OF CA.NB>.T 
BOTH . DAYS .· WHILE SYSTEMATIC . AND . THOROUGHL. DESTRUCTION OF TH£ 
VIL~GES , OF. 'O. SELO,· UZELCI , ' ;ROGICI, R/lICEVIC; '. CITLUk, . I{RA.JINOVICI 

. ~o:-·sTRUNICI.-- WAS CAR.RIEO-oUT.-·' BLOGS.' Nd~t -DAMAGeo IN '· PREVlOUS 
· FIGHTING ·wERE FLAT'l':E:N.ED AND_ LIV!STOCK DESTROYED. . 

· a. - NO"- REFUGEES RAVE BEEN . ENCOUNTEREC>1'- AND::. -SEVEN -· BO.DIES WERF. 
DISCOVERED ON INITIAL SWJ!:!PS AND-IVJfDEO --Ov&R To· LOCAL CIVIL AUTH 
lN· MEDAK.- _,.- "' ,COOPERATION~',BETWEEN :AU,i,, AGENCIES'r· UNM.o, · ' UNCIVPOL, 
CAc,· ECMM,· UN·HcR, ICRC, LOCAL RED C:Ftbss ANo- tocAL cty1L:.~uTH HAS 
SEEN OUTSTANDING J\NO CONSIDERABLE WORK LIES AHEAD • . ,:·rsWEEPS. WILL 
CONTINtJE FOR AT LEAST 48 HRS AND DA.MAGE 'ASSESS.HENT IS ' UNDF."RWA'i. 
THREE -SF.RB SOLDIERS WHO WERE -ISOLATED IN THE .HIGH GROUND SOUTH 
OF THE MAIN FIGHTING' PR.EStNT£D .THEMSELVES To·: cAN8AT : T:PS AND WERE 

.,.', .fti\NOED ' ·ovER rro · SERB 9- BD'E '. f{Q" AT -, MEDAK- :_·," A}f '" ESTIMA'l'E 100 SE'RB 
SOLDJ:l!:RS ·w STILL ·cUT · OFF .-- Il-f -THIS: >.RE~:_- ANO ·cAN BE- EXPECTED TO 
MAKE THEIR W~Y OUT DURING TH& NEXT FEW DAYS. 

9. MORALE REMAINS · HIGH-.. :Btrr .. ALL· INVOLVED HAVE :BEEN ·sHOCl<EO DY 
THE E)(TENT OF TH€ . o·EsTRUCio~·. 4 

• THIS DET.AIL IS CURRENT TO · 14:, 0 
HRS AflO WILL BE UPD~TEO IN' REGULAA SITREP. 

(r ·, ·. 

03] 

2 
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TO: ANNAN, UNATIONS, NEW YORK 

FROM: ~STOLTENBERG, ZAGREB ~ 
INFO: STOLTENBERG. GENEVA1 FC, HCA, CMO 

DATE: 

NUMBER: 

16 SEPTEMBER 1993 

--Z- ~ t J.52-

czN::,JJ=J'f 
~Z/i::! 1026 

SUBJECT: UPDATE ON THE SITUATION IN CROATIA AT 1800 HOURS LOCAL 

1. Further to my report as at 1500' hours local this afternoon, the situation has started 

to change in a positive manner and should stabilise again overnight. 

2. Croatian forces have begun to withdraw from their front line positions to their first 

Jine of witl1drawal, thl'ee kilometres from the front line. This firsl move was to have been 

completed by 1800 hours, but will take longer lhan that. UNPROFOR troops have already 

taken over the Croatian front line and are moving up to this tlu-ee kilometre line tonight, so 

the Croatian forces are withdrawing through what are now UNPROFOR positions. 

3. We anticipate that the second and third stages of the Croatian withdrawal, from the 

three kilometre line to the pre-9 September 1993 line, will commence at 0800 hours 

tomorrow rooming and will be complete by 1800 hours tomorrow. 

4. The Serbs seem to be prepared to wait overnight before taking any further action, to 

see whether the Croatian forces do complete their withdrawal, 

ENDALL 
DI Tf?ICUTION : 

A:c:.. .. :n,;:;,.N ... .... ..... ..... .1.~&.:,. 

'. s:... ............. ····· ..... L,.JS;. ... . ' 

............................... '1"✓~ ..... @ 
·································;r~JfK. 
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l~CLASSIFIED L::--: RESIBJCIEQ 1.;-:--; COi\FIDENTIA.L l.TN SECRET 0):L Y 

Q1j1GOIXG FA ... X l\'O.: C 513 I DATE: • 16/09/93.,., 
TO: SECTOR SOUTH 

FROM~. ~ 
~ 

. ) . ,. ! . 
~ ~.,, . 

FA..X~•:O.: I F.-\.X i"t-C)_: ., ... 

A TT);': FILE REF. NO.: 
DRAFTER: cos 

I\'"FO: LIST D (LESS SECTOR SODTH) .. 
J 

F.A..X >'0: .. 

SFBnCT: Cr-ASE-HEE A).u \'.lTHDR..~.v.-Ar. FRQ:'vf i\fFD~ :eo.r..~ l 

D, TE~'\; .:;I. D iS TRlB lTII ON: LISTS .A+ B - SOO - SAO 

SRSG'S OFFiCE 

Date: 

SRSG: 
REF.: Operation Order 18/93 of 14 Sept 1993 

OSRSG: 

SA: 
1. As a complement to the Operation Order in Reference, you v.ill fmd enclosed t.'7.e Ci\·i l 
Affai.:-s GuidelL.ies ""ith respect to the operation in .\fEDA.I( pocket. DIR: ---~-

MA: 
7 Moreo\·er, CIVPOL Commissioner in Zagreo has tra.-1.smicrcd a special order to ) Tu 
CIVPOL Sector South. --T~--

!-· -----Regards. 

rC- t-lC4,- l)J::c. - C.1 O · C....0S ~ O o 6 4-0 C... 1v'-fOL 

Crfh.o ,'h::.O.: Cl { I trc.o,.; P/t... C....&-o 4¥u C r-1 D C::. Jnf 11-o 
C...1-....ot;o C. ~LO C ~ 0 ~C.c_ Fn--..c Do ~~ 'F Pn"\,, 

OC'UC· UO IC>I 1) 1' ,J 



.. 
CIVIL A?FAIRS PA..~TICI?ATION IN THE MEDAK OPERATION 

1. -T-,,,o civil Affairs Office:-s (Go:-an Stigraer a:id Kabelo 
.. J .... _ • 

Mekhetha) will be assigned to the for~a=d Headiuarters in Gracac, 

co-locating with C!VPOL . In fulfilling their tasks, civil 

•r- · ·,, -, ·e,,; .. - 11 t·N-::i-:-'"'t-C':::) .., .... s ::ast..:.:. 1 _1 "'S .-.• r airs t.:i. __ co-o-rc_na.... ..._1...n a_- -~ ... v. ::-.. cor.,.pone .. '- ~ --- -

with humanitc~ian organizations; . 

2, -During tt1e wi th.drawal stag~, CN??.0:0:<. will move in, st.a:-ti ng 

with · engineers and then the ~edics an ~ soldiers. Cpon cleara~ce 

by UNP~OFOR military, particula=ly wi~h respect to sec~rity a~d 

safety, Civil }..ffairs, CIV?OL, t"NRC~, IC?..C ·and tr.e lo-cal red. 

cross. will move into the a:r:ea f::-0::1 which the wi thc::.-a;.;a l :-.as 

occurred in order to check the sit~ation and eeter~i~e the hu~a~ 

needs. 

as nee:ded. .J.. .... -iy t:ransfe::- of p~c:;;ls froui the ar~a -:..:ill :;e cc­

ordinated wi~h all ·conce=ne~. 

4. t:oc!'l cle~ance bv trN?RC?O?.. r:ili ta!'y tr,.at acecn.:ate conci -:.ior:s 
- • . < ~- -

fer safety and. security exist, Civil Affairs.will li~isa with the 

humanitaria~ o~ga~izations and tr.a lccal authorities cancs~~i~g 

the return of displaced persor.s. 

3. UN?ROFCR military and CIV?OL will man checkpoints into tt~ 

. area a~d ensu ~e safe noveme~t. 

6. The Civil ·Affairs Coordinate= in Sector South ~111 have the 

overall responsibility for co-ordinating and liaising with the 

local and international media. 

I 

- , .. 

~SHS-H0hi0~dN.l1 60L9LJ U: 8f:,S tc :c1 ca . 60 1L1 
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SECTOR SOUTH 
Page 1 of 

VBDNR 
SASG·s OFFICE 

177~-9 J 

TO: HQ' UNPROFOR ZAGREB·' 

Fax No,: 

Attention: f!, C 

info : 0FC/C.O.S/ C.M.O 
fax no.: 

.o·ate & Time:16 22158 SEP 93 

f ROM: HQ SECTOR SOUTH 

Fax No.~ 

file Ref. No.: J 681 
Drafter: Lt' Col RIVET 
T.ilf.e: M.A 
Rel~~sing Off :SAME 
Signature .: ... : e~· ... · -· . ... 

SUBJECT: ATTITUDE OF SERBIAN AUTAORiflES A 
MEDAK POCKET . 

Internal Distribution: 

ME~SAGE_S 

-
•' - qb.,...._____..,. 

----__: 

1· On-: General NOYAKOVlC's request at 1609008 SEP, S.S.C kept the Serbian 
authorities Informed about-the situation in the MEDAK pocket. 

2-At 161930B SEP, the s-er-bian' authorities have been inforrn~d of the withdrawal ~s 
it has been- planed at .. oos·rlC on the l6th ·sEP in the morning.The situation in the 

· area, ;ss far ··af it·was known at 1800 hrs, has also been ·passed lo them, stressing on 
th~ Croats' unwillingness and on the pr~ssure of UNPROfOR unit$1o oblige the Croat 
unit1s to withdraw. 
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lT,'R REF: 

ri'O: tJNP.ROFOR HQ ZAGRE~ 

~Tf_l_ 'N ~p s -

INFO: UNMO HQ ZAGR~B 
>.TTN CMO 

DATE: 17012519 SEP 93 ----
FROM: UNMO HQ SECTOR SOUTH -
DRAFTF.O BY: MAJ REINA.MO 
Tt'l'LE: OSMO 
RET ,F.ASED BY: SECTOR COMMANDER 
SIG'KATURE: 

UNMO GOSP!C _/,,.,,, ._,, ,,o1,,,,_ .. 

1 __ • AT~'N SMC ,._;_' . (}'""'~ ~~'(.~ 

!SUBJECT: MEf.'T'lNG BET\-11:t:EN SECTOR COMMANDRH AND SA AUTHORITIES 
RECARDING CEASEFIR~ IN SF.CTOR SOUTH 

I · I ----~---=--~~ 
• THE MESSACE CONCERNING TH'E SHELLTNG OF SE:CTOR SOUTH HAS BEEN 

}rASSED TO SERB MILITARY AUTHOR.l'I'IES. · THE MESSACE WAS THAT THE F·C 
RAS EXERTED HIGH PRESSURE TO CA AUTHORITTES TO STOP ALL SHELLING, 

• COL KOSTA NOVAKOVI~ STATED THAT GEN MlLE NOVAXOVI~ ~ENEWtO AN 
RDF.R AT 2245 HR TO STOP AI.L SHET .LING AND NOT RETALIATE TO 
novoc1-.TI0NS. 

• COL l<OSTA NOVAKOVI~ MADE SOM,!;:; ALLU~.LUN 'l'o '1UNCOl4'!1RO!,.LF.D 
T.EMEN•rsn. THE SECTOR COMMANDER RESPONDED SY STATTNG THAT SE'.RB 
u ·J.·nv.rt .L . L -~ .t,.:) !·!U~'r ""n!! ALL l"OOO Inf .n I!lli'l 1oni:r,c mo ~OhTTnnT 'f'ifh'T'P TTNTT'1 

COL NOVAKOVI~ STATED THAT SA SIDE WILI, NOT. DO ANYTHING TO 
EOPARDISE THE CA WITHORAWAL FROM THE MtDAK POCXET. 

• TEt INFORMATION CONC~RNING THt SHF.LtING FROM THE SE~B SIDE HAS 
EEN SENT TO SPLIT O? ZONE COMMANDER IN ORDER TO TRY TO ACR!EVE TliE 
E1'SEFIRE. SRSG'S OFFICE 

Date: 
13] C, -C)'J 

SRSG: 

OSRSG: 

SA: 

DIR: 

MA: 

F1Ll -> A4 
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UNIHD NATIONS PROTECTION FORCE 

PRESS RELEASE 

16 September_ .. 19 9 3 

UNPROFOR Chief Operations Officer, Colonel Michael 
Maisonneuve, reported from Gospic tonight that UNPROFOR had 
good cooperation from Croatian forces in planning final 
details for the full implementation of the Medak pocket 
agreement. The operation is scheduled to conclude tomorrrow by 
1900 hours with UNPROFOR deployed in the Medak area up to the 
line of separation existing before the Croatian Army incursion 
of 9 September. 

The UNPROFOR battalion, comprising Canadian and French 
peacekeepers, advanced today to the first of the three lines 
of demarcation, follo~ing the moving back from positions by 
Croatian troops. Upon entering the villages of Citluk, Dunje 
Selo, Licki CitlUk, Raicevici and Ornice, they found a high 
level of destruction with most buildings and homes destroyed 
by explosives. Some buildings are still burning. 

UNPROFOR Force ColUltlander General Jean Cot commended his 
personnel for their excellent coordination. "The work of the 
Canadian and French companies, together with the UN Military 
Observers and the UN Civilian Police, has shown exemplary 
teamwork. 11 

The operation, scheduled to resume tomorrow morning, will 
complete the deployment of· UNPROFOR troops in the areas 
vacated ·by the Croatian Forces. Negotiations for a lasting 
cease-fire are expected to begin soon after UNPROFOR has 
assumed control of the defined areas. 

Shannon Boyd 
UNPROFOR Spokesperson 
Zagreb HQ, 180053 

PRESS AND PUB-UC ;NfCR.MATION OFFIC~ 
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TO: ANNAN, UNATIONS, NEW YORK .a 
.:;-:, 

= FROM: ~ STOLTENBERG, ZAGREB~~ ~ 
INFO: ~ • . STOLTENBERG, GENE.VA, PC, HCA, CMO 

=~ __. 
1:µ .:.:i 

DATE: 16 SEPTEMBER 1993 

NUMBER: l1NPl(t:J f=OR. z ... I I« CJ 

SUBJECT: UPDATE ON THE SITUATION.IN CROATIA AT 1500 HOURS LOCAL 
I 

1. As reported yc5terday, we had hoped that following their signature of an agreement 

to withdraw by 1900 hours yesterday there would be a belated wjthdrawal by Croatian forces 

from the Medak pocket today , Unforninately thls has not taken place so far ; and we believe 

that without significant pressure on the Croatian Government there wlll be no withdrawal. 

2. UNPROFOR troops have taken over the Serb positions in the area and have moved 

up to the Croatian front line. The C1·oatian forces have shown no sign of withdrawing. In 

one area captured by the Croats it seems that a small group of Serbs are holding out because 

there is still the sound of fighting . On the Croatian side the UN Military Observers have 

very limited freedom of movemet'lt, however it is clear to them that houses in the captured 

villages are being blown up and burned . The Serbs have said that if there is no Croatian 

withdrawal very soon then they will be forced to break the ceasefire that they are currently 

observing. 

3. At 1130 today, in response to a direct question in a press briefing. the Deputy Force 

Commander explained that the agreement signed by both parties yesterday did not expressly 

rule out the possibility that Serb police could enter the area once it had come under 

UN PRO FOR control. As a result both General Stipetic, who signed the agreement, in 

Gospk and Mr Sarenic, the Director of National Security, i.n Zagreb, have said that there can 

be no Croatian withdrawal until there have been negotiatioas in Gospic between the Croatian 

side and UN Civil Affairs regarding the civil administration of the pocket. UNPROFOR has 

said clearly that the Croatian forces should withdraw, as agreed , after which further 

discussion on the question of administration and policing of the area can be contemplated . 
!1 " ' 



. ++ CYC Y ++ 
1393 - 09-16 15: 17 60354 73 UNPROFOR ZAGREB 03 8 

4. In view of the extremely volatile situation, with the risk not only to the negotiating 3/-2. 
process but significantly to the UNPROFOR soldiers deployed in the area if the Croatian 

forces do not withdraw this afternoon and the Serbs start shelling, I have briefed the French. 

German and Russian Ambassadors and Head of ECMM in Zagreb. I have asked them to 

exert whatever influence they can both within Zagreb and through the wider mechanisms 

available to them in order to convince the Croatian Government that failure to honour this 

agreemettt, under such similar circumstances as surrounded the Erdut agreement at the end 

of July, would be politically disastrous. As time permits 1 am contacting the other diplomatic 

missions in Zagreb to brief them and to invite their support. At the same time we are 

speaking to the Serbs to convince them that military action at this &tage can only damage the 

positive position they currently eojoy, 

5. I believe that t'ollowing the clear interest in this situation expressed by the statement 

by the President of the Security Council on 14 September 1993 . the Security Council should 

again be briefed on the critical situation we face. A further timely and clear indication to the 

Croatian Government from the Security Council that a return to the situation that existed on 

8 September followed by the immediate resumption of the ongoing negotiations for a general 

ceasefire, in order to move on to negotiations on economic and rmliticAl matters, ls the only 

sensible and acceptable course of action could prove decisive at this time , 

6. The Force Commander believes that by 1800 he wlll need to state publicly that the 

Croatian forces have refused to move, if that is still the case by then . We will send you a 

further report at that time. 

ENDALL 
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TO: 

FROM:r 
INFO: 

DATE: 

ANNAN, UNATIONS, NEW ORK 

STOLTENBERG, ZAGRE 'rffi4. 
STOLTENBERG,GENEVA FC,HCA,CMO 

14 SEPTEMBER 1993 

NUMBER: COOE RESTRICTE:C 
SUBJECT: UPDATE ON THE SITUATION IN CROATIA AT 1700 HOURS LOCAL 

1. The military situation today has remained extremely tense:, with heavy shelling by both 

sides along the confrontation line. The most slgnificant event was the attack by four Croatian 

Mig 21 aircraft on targets believed by th~ Croam to'be Frog missile launchers in Northern 

Krajina this morning. Ond of the jets was mot down by the Serbs. In the Medak area the 

situation seems to have stablllsed somewhat, but remains very tense. 

2. Late last night we received a positive answer from the Serbs to the Force 

Commander's proposal. The Serbs have been told that UNPROFOR will take the necessory 

action to fuJfill the proposal and were asked to show maximwn restraint until it can be carried 

out. UNPROFOR is movina a force of fo~r companies, about 600 soldiers, up to the Medak 

area. They shoulu be ready to move into I.he area in the morning at 0900 hours as suggested 

by the Force Commander. 

3, Today the Force Commander met Oeneral Bobetko, who did not give a clear reply 

as to Croatian acceptance of the proposal or to tllc timcframc;: of 0900 hours suiicsted by the 

force Commander, Instead General Bobetko suagcsted that his staff Ahould meet larer in the 

day with UNPROFOR to discuss modalities and details. The Force Commander believes that 

this seems to be a tinicwasting exercise on General Bobetko's part, 

4, Mr Stoltenbere met President Tudjman in Geneva at midday and infonned him that 

we bad received a positive response from the Serbs. Trus was received positively by 

President Tudjman who said that the time was right for peace, · · · ·· · --
DI STRI BUTI ON: 
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5. Our assessment is that the rest~~4}t being shown by both sides this afternoon will only / '=:-
last for a few more hours at most. If the Croats stick to their insistence that the area to be 

taken over by UNPROFOR should be under UNPROFOR's exclusive control, with no Serb 

police or civil authorities present, we believe that this will not be acceptable to the Serbs, in 

accordance with their earlier statements. We believe that the Serbs wil1 react very nadly if 

the Force Commander's proposal is not implemented, with dire consequences for Crofttian 

targets and UNPROFOR. 

6. I propose that the Secretary General should bring the prcsc:nc serious situation to the 

attention of the Security Council in order for the Security Council to call on Croatia to accepr 

without reserve the Force Commander's proposal and to call on both parties to implement 

the proposal as soon as possible'. 

ENDALL 

I I 
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TO: ANNAN, UNATIONS, NEW YORK 

FROM: rsTOLTENBERG, ZAGREB ~ 
INFO: STOLTENBERG,GENEVA,FC,HCA,CM 

DATE: 15 SEPTEMBER 1993 

NUMBER: 2 - 1146 

SUBJECT: 

1. The military situation today has remained tense, although both sides appear to have 

shown some restraint in their artillery attacks . This morning the Serbs, then the Croats 

signed the attached Agreement on UNPROFOR Control of "Medak Pocket" . On the Serb 

side it was signed by General Novakovic, the commander of the army; on the Croat side it 

was signed by General Stipetic, a member of the Croatian negotiating team. 

2. The Force Commander travelled to Gracac this morning to personally brief the 

Canadian Battalion Commander who will mount the UNPROFOR operation. Following 

confinnation that both sides had signed the agreement the UNPROFOR troops moved up to 

the Serb positions and took them over with no difficulties and good cooperation from the Serb 

side . However, there has been great difficulty so far on the Croat side, with restricted 

freedom of movement for the UNPROPOR Military Observers and recce teams trying to 

operate there . The withdrawal of Croatian forces has not happened to any significant extent. 

3. In the light of this, the Force Commander sent his Chief Operations Officer to Gospic 

to liaise with the local Croatian commanders managing the Croatian side of the operation. 

He also sent a senior staff officer to see General Bobetko and to ask him to exert some 

influence over the local Croatian commanders in order to get the operation numing smoothly . 

It was explained thal General Stipetic was on his way to Gospic to actually give the orders 

to the local commanders to withdraw. We hope that these delays will be solved by tomorrow 

morning. 

ENDALL 
CODE RES-rRICTED 
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Further our 1735 an4 telecon Vollebaek-Tharoor, USG Gharekhan 

conveyed to the Council this morni?g your appeal to SecCo to urge the p~rties to accept 
' 

UNPROFOR 's proposal. Council r~ponded positively and adopted the attached 

! 
Presidenti:a.l Statement this afternoon1 Portions in bold were added by the United States to 

this morning's consensus text . 
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Draft rrasidential Statement 
I 

I 

The Security Council expresses its profound concern at the 
reports from the secretariat of recent military hostilities in 
Croatia, in particular the escalation of the means employed, and 
the grave throat they pose to the overall peace process in Geneva 
an4 overall stability in the former Yugoslavia. 

The council reaffi~a it respect for the sovereignty an~ 
ter:ritorial int:e;rity of tbe :ru1publio ot Croatia, and calls on 
both sides to accept UNP~OFOR'• proposal of an immediate cease 
tire. It oalls on the Crpatian Government to withdraw its armed 
forces to positions occup'.ied before 9 September 1993, onth~ 
pasis of that prop9§al. an4 calls on the Serbian forces to halt 
all provoeativ• military ~cti~na. 

I 
i 
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
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FAX NO: 1-212-963 9222 

FAX NO: 38-41-170 199 

DATE: 14 September 1993 

SUBJECT: Your 1742 of 13 September 

o ro/rz.. 
....... ... .. 

ff .. .. .. 
"' * •· 

The draft letter attached to the above-mentioned cable seems fine to me and I believe we 
should proceed with it. In the circumstances prevailing in Croatia now, the timing seems 
right for such a step. 
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FROM r STOLTENBERG, 

DATE 13 SEP'l'EMBER 1993 
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NUMBER : UNPROFOR-Z- /1),i' - Cl:) 

\Q :::1 

C) c:: .b: ::::J 

00 c,, ~ 

SUBJECT: !Ifl2All ON THE SITUATION IN CROATIA 

1. Further to my earlier report of today on the above, focussing 

especially on the last 24 hours, we have now received from Mr. 

Sarinic, Croatian Director of National security, a texf of their 

alternative proposal, a copy of which is attached, You will see 
from it that they want UNPROFOR to take exclusive control of the 

areas of their incursion. We have also received a text from 
Bobetko, a copy of which is attached, which adds further elements 

of imprecision to Sarinic' s response. This is not what we 

proposed. It is also highly unlikely to be accepted by the Serb 

side. For their part, the Serb side has not accepted para 3 of the 
Force Commander's proposals; indeed, the response leaves open the 
possibility that they will continue ~ith heavy rockets until a 
ceasefire materializes. Meanwhile, heavy fighting continues in a 
number of areas in Sectors North and South. Gen. Pellnas is now in 

Knin and the Force Commander proposes to follow up tomorrow with 

the Croatian and the Serb side. 

2. I believe it would be very helpful at this time for the 

Security Council to intervene in the situation, calling on the 

parties to cease-fire immediately and to resume the positions which 
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they held prior to the Cr~atian incursion of 9 September 1993; 

1100 B hours. I am scheduled to meet with the Ambassadors of 

France, Germany and Russia at 2030 hours to update them on the 

situation and convey to them my suggestions. 

3. I will keep you informed of any new developments. 
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THE REPUBLIC OF SER6 1<.RAJINA 
HEADQUARTERS OF SERB ARMY 
No.01-798 
Knin, 13 September 1993 

Response to the Proposal.-

TO: 

UNF'ROFOR ZACiF'EB 

-

UNPROfOR HQ ZAGREB {Gen.cot) 
RSK GOVERNMENT - KNIN (info) 

considering the tact that the other (Cr~at} side nev~r and 
.· nowhere so. tar has demonstrated the intention to · withdraw, and 

that Croat G8neral staff refused to withdraw in order-to conceal 
true facts about the crimes commited. on the innocent Serb 
popul~tion ,· all of which is well· known to us, ·and that · the 
international . community has : shown neither willingness nor 

_ ~trength to . force the Croat. side, on the basi~ of the Charter and 
~:; other documents cf the UN; and the resolutions of tne security 
· Couhcil, to - abide by accepted . norms of conduct of the 

international community, to which it wish~s to belong, we give 
.tne _following answer; 

1~ We accept a ceasetire according to you~ proposal, in the 
area Medak- Gospic,·. starting from the moment which the other side 
designate$ as the beginning ot its withdrawal. 

. 2. Any other circumstance~ .would represent a legalization 
of:al~eady committed crimes on innoc~nt~ivilian populations. 

At same time we request that, to the area of Oivoselo -
Citluk, where the consequences of , these crimes are heavier than 
in Srebrenioa and Zepa, . and whe~e the Security Council and the 

. UNP force commander have commited themselves. personally, we 
request immQdiately that representatives of UNFROFOR, ECMM, ICRC 
with necessary medical staff and means, as well as the members 
of the com1dssion tor War crimes in Former ¥ugo$lav1a, come 
immediately. 

Any other mode of conduct or ~ngagement o! UNP~OFOR members 
: and :· international organizations would be too hypocritical. The 

-~~~ pr~cedent of the killing ot innocent people in Serb villages in 
- -: ·.:-:.:-thfi:.RSK ( in Janua1:y 1993 Ravni Kotari, now Oivoselo and Ci tluk), 

· ·-;- 1.!'. a!}d~only after this,. that-UNPR0F0R proposes a ceasefire, cannot 
be~:.-. tolet"ated. · 

Dear .. Sir, 

We would like to draw to your attention that the problem is 
not only Divoselo and Citluk, but that a large concentration of 
Crci&t forces is ~ciing on 1~ the regions oe Gospic, Maslenica, 
Stankovci, Biograd, bn Velebit mountain, near Sibenik~ Karlovac, 
and Sisak. · ·-

024 F'• 
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We are aware that you k,z:-iqt-1 thi~ , and that you know a/well 
. that Croat torces are· engaged' in tha territory or the tormer BH, 

i n Cent~al Bosnia . 

· If you want to -. be -!l: serious. authority, and we are sure of 
that, then . you .. roust ,' h·ave .. · the'S. same approach to Serb, Moslem and 
Croat people.- ·.- That•:: is '.' why,· we:: .. ·call on you to go personally to 

' Divose~cf>;·as/ Gen ~:·.'}to:rillon ·tud·'. in Srebrenica . 

. Plea~~~~ d6; ncit: request u•serbs· to accept. something which 
you do· no~··.:raquas~ 1-fro~.-other partioipa'nts · in'. tha. civil war on 
the terr! tori es:-:-: of·, th~ former • Yugoslav.ta : arid- !~rmer: Croatia. 

-· ~i_~-,. •with·: .. respect, 

·. · .. ·· ::· / .. '. B't THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE SUPREME 
. ·· · _i. · :;.·.;:\ COUNCIL OF .. D~FENCE 

·. : · : THE COMMANDER OF- THE RSK AR.MY 
·: . ;. T::r .Brigadie1: . General 

, · ... · Mile Novakovic 

0 24 F' 
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' G.ENEiui. ci:CCALDi;· CBE1! D'EXAI MAJOR DU 
. .. . '. ' . .. 

Gi:Nl!RAL JEAN: co:z; coMMANDA.NT JJE FORCES DEN. u. . . 

Mn'N'!:IF.1TR, 

0 2 4 I 

... 

SUITEANOTREENTRETIENTEL£PHONIQUEDECE-JOURJEVO :,: .. · 
·'.,-~- -

CONFIRME CE Qrll surr: L'.A.R.MEE CROATE ACCEPTE DE RE11RER ~--...,_ ... 
. . -· ·:·:.:;·:r . 

. . .. .• FiJ'RCRS DES'1J:'EAAITOIRES·Q.tfil:S·AViLT- oca.TE-.A.U COURS D7JNEACI1D_lf . 
. . ,. '",'-, 

. J)E RETORSION LE 9. SEPTEMBRB 199.3 (DIVOSELO, CJTLUK' ET POClTEU) EJ:j,i 
CJJOI sous coNDmoN QUE LES TEAAJToJRE~ /iN QUEs11,)N soIENT LIFR~l 

sous CQNTR.OL., aciusJF DE LA FORPRONU.: CE GESTE TRES DIFFICILli'~ 

. POUR LA. CROA.'J7E N' A. POUR LE BUT QUE L 'AP..4JSMNT DE LA S.11lli110ki 
AINSI QUE LA. CREATION DES CONDITIONS Q,UI PEf~ LA j 

' . ~ 

C:()NaUSI~N D'UN ACCORD DE CESSE LE .FEU GEJ.TERAL1 CE QUI A_ ) 

TOUJOTJRS ETE U POL177QUE DE LA. CRO~ . , : -,i 
. _ _ · •. P.EU1L.t.P:Z..A.11R£E1l~- Mr.JNS.'lE.UR.- L'FXe.RF..,SSl'ON .DE MA HA'C!Tlfii, 

CONSIDERA.110N. . · _,, 

.. . . . . 

·if ~c r 
. om SARINic 
. ' . ' .. 

•:·. . ·, .. ·-·~ ... -: . ,_. :.~: __ ; ·.--~: :- . ', . . DIR.Ecr.EURDEU . 
•·. •,1, ,, • .. , :. · , 

· l~1}1\~llf i~B1iii:{ ) . : .... .. ···. 
SECURJTE NATION.ALE . . ... . ; ... ' ......... .. · f 5:1(. : 

- Ir: .. . 
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z·a.greb, le 13 septembre 1993 

Monsieur G~neral Ceccaldi, 

UNPROFOR ZAGREB 

A la suite l'ordre qui a 6te donne par le Chef des Forces 
Armees de la Republique de Croatie et qui a ~t~ reporte dans le 
fax que vous avez re9u de la part de M. Hrvoje ~arini6, pr~sident 
du Bureau pour la s~curite Nationale de la R~publique de Croatie, 
j'ai l'honneur de vous informer que l'ordre que je vais donner 
aux unites du HV, d~a r~ception de l' accord ·de la FORPRONU au 
sujet de nos propositions, sera dans l'esprit d~~a d~cision du 
Chef des Forces Armees, Je -vous propose que les modalites de 
l'execution soient definies avant 24 heures ce jour, Je pense que 
vous considererez comme moi que la tache doit etre abord~e avec 
responsabilit6 et pr~cision. 

Je vous prie de me mettre au courant le plus vite possible 
de l' heure de la rl§union qui nous permettra de discuter lee 
modalit~s de la realisation du contenu de ce fax_ 

Veuillez agr~er l ' expression de ma plus haute consid~ration. 

Signe: Janko BOB£TKO, Chef d'Etat-Majeur de l'Arme Croate 

0 24 
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REPUBi.1KA HRVATSKA 
·• 

MINISTARSTV0 OBRANE 
G L A V N.1 S T O 1 E R H v· 

. Zagreb,,·13. rujna .1993. . . 

Gc~podine generale Ceccaldi, 

GENERAL CECCALDI 

Che:f d~etat 

Major du gen.eroi lean. Cot 

Na os,wvu u:zpovljeiJ.i Vrhovnog zapcvjednika oru.Ianih s11aga Rtpubli.ke 

Ff,vat.s~ au svezi.fak:sa kofeg steprfmi}l odgospodina Hrvoja Sari:nib; predstojnika Ureda: 

.--~ ~~n.qlJtu ~ost l?Lpublike Hlvatske, priopatjem Varn do. tu u duhu odlu.ke 
. . . 

Vrhovnog zapovjednika dati odgovaraju.tu zapovijed Jt-dini.cama Hrva:tske vojske, lim primim 

'su~st UNPROFOR-a u svezi. 11.a!egprijedl.oga. Predlatem Vam da modaliter.e 'i:Nrsaija 

· sac'fi;n.i:trio (U1IUJ.$ do 24 sat.a. · Smatram. da se mo!em.o sloliti da k tomu zadatku treba 
. . . . . 

pristupiti.prea:u,,o i _ odgovomo. 
• . • • •• · 4 •• . I , 

Moliln da mi hitno javi:te tennin sastanka .radi modaliteta sprovo(!enja 
' . 

· sadr:laja f ak:ra i njegbve prim.Jene kako Vam jt to naz:n.acen.o. 
. . ' 

lzvo~ p,imiti, izTaze mog vf.sokog !f.ov&mja. 

. . 
" . ' ; ,( , , • ' , •I • , , , 

A I nnn 7 ... r.c J:R T•h 1, •• ,: .. ?>,., ... l(,.,.r; .... 1~. IV h• ' - T.1, (\A 1 /4.l.'Lnnr. i:6 •• ()A I /,1 ( 'L ,.,0 
fr/r 
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BACKGROUND UPDATE ON THE SITUATION IN CROA A ...................... ~ -PH.. 
:I'v~ 

1 . The following detailed report can be used by y~u for background. As you requested, ::rw} PK'.. 
report to update the UNPROFOR Press Release is•, being sent separaltly , PS 

ACKGROUND ;,t-1 (jj) 
A number of military actions have taken place 1n Croatia during the last week which 

ave raised political and mHitacy tension dramatically : on 6 September 7 Serb civilian~ were 
lllcd 111 Mirlovh.: Pulj~. near Drnis, as the result of a Croatian Army attack on the village; 
n 8 September a number of Croats were killed and wounded in Paktac as a result of a boohy 
rap mlne which exploded at a memorial servic~; on 9 September the Croatian army launched 
n attack ou three Serh villagei, South West of Oogpic, capturing two of them. On 10 
cptember the Serbs retaliated with anUlery fire on Karlovac and Sisak, to which the Croats 
espondc:d by dropping bombs from 11. jet South of Sisak. On 11 September the Serbs fired 
n Frog 7 missile which landed on tht! Southern edge of Zagreb. UNPROFOR i$ blamed by 
he Croats for failing to prevent Pakrac anu by the Serbs for failing to pl'event the attack near 

The ceasefire negotiations lead by Ambassadors Vollebaek and Ahrens have 
onrinued, with Vollebaek ~hurtlinc between Zagreb and Kn.in last week. The>' were close 
o finalising the ceueflr~, although the question of withdrawal of Croatian forces was greatly 
ornpticatcd by a Croatian statement that the withdrawal of police waR not Apecified in 
csolution 802, so the Croatian police:: would remain after the anny left, The next i.tep was 

to have been a meet.lng 011 Sunday 12 September of the military experl.s from both sides on 
oard a Britlsb warshlp in the Aclriatir..: to finalise technical aspects of the ceasefir~. 

On 10 September General Novakovic in Knin issued an ultimatum that If the Croatian 
rmy did not withdraw from the villages captured near Gosplc, there would be Serb arlillery 

fire along the entire confrontation line and no military negotiations, This message was passed 
tr> General Bobetko Jn Zagrt,b by the Force Commander. General Bobetko answered that 
here would be no withdrawal until the Serbs stopped shelling Gospic . When Mr Stoltenberg 
poke to President Tudjmaa ou Friday night, asking him for a cea!-leftre and a wtrhdrawal, 

,_. c replled that he wouh.1 give the order to stop shelling immediately , However, he: could not 
-" · · ithdraw for political n:asons. Later ln the evening Croatian Jets attacked Serb positions I outh of Sisak. CODE f--{ ~;;;TR IC TED 

~I 
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5. Mr Stoltenberg spoke to Preside~~;Tudjman on 11 Sept.ember and pas5ed a message 
to the Serbian Minister of Foreign Affairs in BelgrAdc, saying that he was very concerned 

--~l the deteriorating situation in Croatia atid urging both sides to show restraint. President 
·r, djman said that he was prepared to stop shelling if th~ Serbs did, and this message was 

,_,;; asscd to the Serbs . 
... ~'!"'. ·:.~-

'.i . On Sunday 12 September Mr Stoh:enberg met with Presidertt Tudjman and Foreign 
Ml.t1ister Granic. President Tudjman said rhat he would order a 24 hour ceasefire to allow 
us time m negvliat~ a propc::r 1,;easefire. Mr Stoltenberg asked him again about the withdrawal 
of Croatian troops but he would not commit hims~Jf, 

7. During the day we contacted the French, German and Russian Embassies in Zagreb 
,BS well as the ECMM, and spoke: to New York. There was support for a deal b~tween the 

[jparties which would entail the withdrawal of Croatian forcei, from the territory they had 
' · aptured on 9 Septernber 1 with UNPROFOR moving in to secure the area, In return for a 

ommitmcnt from the Serbs to &lop ui,ing heavy weapons alon~ Lhe whol~ confronuition line 
hile a proper ceasefire was negotiat~d. ,· 

On Sunday afternoon the Force Commandc:r visited General Bobetko to propose this 
",. ., hort terra soJution to the problem. (The propos11l is attached) He was told that his response 
: '' ould ~ con't'eyed co New York whel'e there was great Interest in che matter . The Force 

ommandcr also raised the questlon of the shtlling by the Croats of a Polish UNPROFOR 
bservation post and the fate of the Serb civilians remaini11g ln the surrounded village . 

ncral Bobetko said that these latter problems would be taken t:art of, but thnt there could 
e no withdrawal. Instead he had ordered a 24 hour ceasefin: th1tt bad started at midday. 

though tllo Croat position was not acceptable to the Serbs, who had 1ssueJ a list of military 
;~, . rgcts they were going to shell in Croatia, the satt1e proposal for 11 shorl term solution was 
/{conveyed to Knin for an urgent response which would be conveyed to New York. 

:..· .. •. 
·-,~ 

'~HE LAST TWENTY HOURS 
~ 

~\ti. This morning we have been waiting for the formal response to the Force 
i ;',Commander's proposal from the two parties. At 1230 Ambassador Vollebaek briefed the 
~ rench, German and Ruasian Ambassadors, together, on. the c~rre~t situation so that they 
-!&,_ ould be aware both a& members of the Security Council an<l m light of the joint Prcnch 
.·-~ rmaa initiative in support of the ICFY negotiations. Ambassador Vollebaek has also 
-- pokcn to the American Ambassa41or and briefed his deputy in detail on the situation as we 

e it. AU parties have offered their ~upport of the action being laken lo try to stabilise and 
efusc the situation. Ambassador Vollebaek has also spoken to Mr Jovanovi~ in Belgrade 
o that ho would be aware of the situation. 

:~ · 0. At 1000 the French and Gennan Ambassadors were contacted by Mr Radie, the Chief 
~- f President Tudjmnn's Cabinet, who informed them that the Croats were pleased to accept 
-:_~- he Force Commamler's proposal. The same messaie was passed to UNPROFOk by Mr 
-= arenlc, the Croatian Director ot National Sei=urity, who conflnned in writing that Croatian 

orces would be withdrawn from the areas captured on 9 September, on the condition that 
e areas came under the exclusive control of UNPROFOR. in or'1er to create the necessary 

_ onditions to allow the negotiation of a general ceageflre. The Chief Military Observer of 
r PROFOR went to sco Gener.I Bubt:tko to conflnn this with him, but General Bobetko 

.~ 
.~ 

I 
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said that there would be no Croatian An;nyi withdrawal. Mr Sarenk was contacted again to 
clarify the situation , Mr Sarenlc said that thi~ afternoon we would receive a written statement 
from o~neral Bobetko saying that the Croatian forces woulcJ withdraw. 

11 . In K.nin the Serb authorities were asked for a formal response to the Force 
Comrnander'i; proposal. They gave a written reply stati02 rhac they accepted a ceuefire 
according to our proposal, stardng from the momeot the Croatian withdrawal staneu. They 
also asked for tho international community to investigate the condition of the civilians 
remaining in the villages. We havt:, informed the Serbs ln Knin of the verbal acceptance by 
the Croats, but await the written response from Gtn;ral Bobctko before telllng them chat we 
have a formal atlSWC1' from the Croats . 

12. We propose now to maintain very close contact with the military commanders in 
Zagrt:,b and Knin so that the tentative acceptance of the ceasefire and withdrawal can be 
turned into re~lity . UNPROFOR have issued a warning order to troops in Sector Soulh who 
will mov~ in to the area and talce control of it as soon as the modalities of the ceasefi~ au.d 
occupadon have been agreed between the two parties-;, As soon as the situation is clear, we 
will contact you again with a draft Presidential Statement to confirm the situation and to back 
up the action that we are taking. · 

ENDALL 
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UNPROFOR PROPOSAL TO THE CROATIAN AND SERB MILITARY A UTHORlTIES -
12 SEPTEMBER 1993 

l . The talks between the two parties about lhe ceasefire should be resumed as soon as 
possible . 

2. As a first step. aimlna at defusq the tense situation, a local solution in the Medak 
area should first be found , This sotution should contain: 

a. A withdraw a 1 of Croatian forces from the area captured after 9 September 1993 . 
facilitated by " locu.1 ceasefire and a. strong UNPROFOR presence in the area . 

b, A firm commitment by the Serb authorities to comply with the modalities stipulated 
in paro. 3 below. 

3. The two sides declare their commitment to stop the shelling of all civilian targets from 
not later than 1200 hours 13 September 1993 . The Serb side specifica1ly guarantee that from 
thi~ time until the co~luslon of ceasefire negotiations, heavy weapons such as artillery 
rockets (Luna 17) or multiple rocker launcher ~ystems will not be used. Both sides agree that 
any use of indirect weapons from 1200 hours on 13 September 1993 should llnly be used in 
clear self defence and in protection of forces being directly anacked. 

4. As soon as possible after the provisions of paras 2 and 3 above have been met. 
ceasefire negotiations will start as previou!il)' prepared and agreed by the two parties on board 
a ship in the Adriatic, 

General J Cot 
Force Commander 
UNPROFOR 

Zagreb 

12 September 1993 
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UPDATE ON THE SITUATION IN CROATIA 
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Today Ambassador Vollebaek briefed the American. French, German and Russian 
mb11sudors on the current situation. All parties ha,vc offered their support of the action 
ing taken to try to stabilise and defuse the situation. 

This morning the Croatian Dlrector of National Security confirmed in writing that 
roatlan forces would he withdrawn from the areas caph1rcd on 9 September, on the 
ondition that the areas came uuder tlle exclusive control uf UNPROFOR, in order to create 
he necessary conditlons to allow the negotiation or a geoeritl i;easetire . However, an hour 
ater the UNPROFOR Ch.icf Milltary Observer rnet Oent!ral Bob~tku to reconfirm the 
.roatiau position and was told that there would be no witbdraw~t. We art: waiting for further 
rittcn confirmation of the Croatian position. 

In Kn.in the Serb authorities gave a written reply stating that they accepted a ceasefire 
according to our proposal, starting from the moment the Croatian withdrawal started. They 
also asked for the international community (o investigate the condition of the dvilians 
remaining ln the villages. We have informed the Serbs in Knin of the verbal i!.Cceptanc~ by 
the Croats, but await the written l'esponsc from General Bobetko before teUing them that we 
formal answer frou1 tbe Crm1ts . 

We propose now to 1uaintain very close contact with the military commanders in 
Zagreb 1md Knin so that the tentative acceptrtnce of the ceasefire an.d withdrawal can he 
turned into reality. UNP'ROFOR have issued a warning order to troops in Sector South who 
will move hi Lo the arc:a and Lake: contrul of it as soon as the modalities of the ceasefire and 
occupation have been agrc~d betwee.n the two parties. 
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Further telecons Vollebaek-Tharoor, we are most grateful for yotrf'detiiled 

reporting in recent days on this situation. I delivered the attached statement to 

consultations of SecCo this morning. As agreed, no action was proposed at this stage. 
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Remarks to the 
Informal Con1ultatlons of Sacco 

13 September 1993 

I wish to inform the Council that a number of military actions have taken place in 
Croatia in recent days and throughout the weekend which have raised politic:tl and military 
tension considerably. On 6 September, 7 civilians were killed in Mirlovic Polje, near Dmis 
in the "pink zones", as a result of a Croatian Army attack; on 8 September a number of 
Croats were killed and wounded in Palmtc, in UNPA Sector West, in the explosion of a 
mine which exploded at a Croatian Army memorial service; on 9 September the Croatian 
Army launched m aruck on three Serb villages south-west of Gospic, capturing two of 
them (Citluk and Donje Selo), and on 10 September the Serbs retaliated with artillery and 
rocket fire on Karlovac, Sisak and other towns, with one missile, prob1bly a FROG-7 
rocket, landing in Lucko, a suburb of Zagreb. Throughout the weekend firing has taken 
pl:i.ce across the line of confrontation between forces of the Croatian Army and the Krajina 
Serbs, though there was a significant decrease in the intensity of the military activities 
ytstercby1 12 September, following the declar.ition of a unilateral cease-fire by President 
Tudjman. (The Serb side has refused to accept a cease-fire that is not accompanied by 
Croatian withdrawal from the captured villages). Civilian centres have been targeted by 
both sides and populations have been displaced. One significant. element in the recent 
hostilities has been the use of aircraft by the Croatian forces ro bomb Serb positions, wd 
heavy missiles by the Serbs, both a serious escalation of the m.ilit1ry means used in this 
conflict. UNPROFOR's freedom of movement in the area of fighting has been restricted, 
with access blocked by both parties. 

The SRSG, Mr Stoltenberg. has expressed his grave concern about the effects of this 
resurgence of hostilities on the entire peace process in the former Yugoslavia. He spoke to 
President Tudjman of Croatia urging him to withdraw from the captured villages and to 
st:trt an unconditional cease-fire followed by negotiations between the two sides which had 
previously been pl:mned to take place on a ship in the Adriatic on Sunday. The Croatian 
Director of National Security, Mr Satinic, today dedar~ his Government's acceptance of 
UNPROFOR's request, on condition that the areas came under the exclusive control of 
UNPROFOR. However, confirmation from the Croatian Army command of their 
willingness to ·tvithdraw is still awaited. The Serb side has accepted the proposal and called 
upon the international community to invesligate the condition of the civilians remaining in 
the villages. UNPROFOR is fully ready to help maintain the cease-fire and has troops 
standing by in UNPA Sector South who will move into the area and take control of it as 
soon as the modalities of the cease-fire have been agreed between rhe two patties. 



• ....., l,1l, ( ++ 
933- 09-12 20 :5 3 5601 

UIWG rt . . e &comm. Un ii 
Pa/a1s des Nat· 

1 ans 

:93 
SEP 12 21 :Q6 

UNITED NATIONS HQS NY 

OUTGOING CODE CABLE 

012 P O 

'.2..l"3.4-

o Io/ 12-

MQST IMMEDIATE 

TO: STOLTENBERG, UNPROFOR, ZAGREB 

INFO: 

FROM; 

DATE: 

NUMBER: 

STOLTENBERG, GENEVA 

I., ANNAN, UNATIONS, NEW YORK 

I 12 SEPTEMBER 1993 

1731 
SUBJECT: Letter from Permanent Representative of Croatia ·-
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Attached please find a letter from the Permanent 

Representative of Croatia which was handed over to the DPKO Duty 

Officer this aft~rnoon by the second Secretary of the Croatian 
Mission, Mr. Pelicaric. 

Asked what the United Nations was expected to do above and 

beyond the ongoing intensive mediation efforts of the Special .. . 
Representative and the Force Commander, Mr. Pelicaric indicated 

that the secretary-General himself might approach President 

Milosevic ~ith a vi~w to exerting pressure on the Knin 

authorities. It appears that, at this point, the Croatian 
Government does not intend to approach the Security council 

directly, although this may change subject to further 

developmants. 

In case you wish to recommend a direct involvement by the 

Secretary-General in the mediation efforts, please note that he 

will be leaving for Washington tomorrow morning . ..---------
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PERMANENT MllllION OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

201 &m ~ ,,,.~ s• J108 
N1w York, NY 10017 ~ 

New York, 12 September 1993 

u.. E. Boutrm Boutros Ghall 
Secretary General 
UNITF.D NATIONS 
New YQrk 

Your Excellency, 
'i· 

l 
t ' 

TeI.: (212) 986-1585 
Far: (212) 91Jd,201 I 

In the last 48 hours. on the tal'itou of the Republic of Croatia th~ has been a considttable 
UJcrease in military attacks on ta, civilian target, and population perpetrated by irt$Ur&ent 
Serbian paramilirary units. Due to,he weapon& that were deployed ... including multiple rocc.et 
launched rockets, heavy artillery~ land-to-land miailes FR00-7 - Oil the cltir.s of Xarlovac, 
Zadar, Otocac, Suak, Xuttna and 4ltimateJy on the samobor1 JIMm>BIUQ and Luclro outskirt, 
of the Croatian capital Zagreb i~, the toll in human casualties [20 killed and 58 woun<led 

. civilians] and JllJW!lriaJ damage is ]tiavy . 
. , 

Acting upon direct instructioos from my Government, I wish to inform you of some · 
mwelopments and Initiatives ~ from our side, The Pn:aident of the Republic of Croatta. 
Dr,. Fwtjo Tudjm.Qft has ordcroi • unila.lCtBl and unconditional cease-fire to all the units of 
CIO$tian Army for the pm.od of 2~1.Jioun. Croa~ Anny units are forbidden to undertake evea 
defensive acdoo., and am under s~t orden not to respond to in.sur&ents' attacks. At the same 
time, my Go~emmeoi bu- throUft your Special ~tative, and .requcstini help from the 
diplomaciea of United Stites and r. Russian Fcdenltior. - launched an initiative to sign a ceue,. 

fuc agreement with the representaivcs of .local Serbian population at the, earliest pouible time • 

• My Government wiahes to urge y .. to use the authority of your high office to exert pressure 
on the repICSe11tatives of Serbian sisurgents to come to the negotiating table - thus preventing 
an escalation in fighting that ~Id quickly lead to an all-out war with u.nprcdictBble 
¢0nscque~ for both skies, for Geneva pea.cc~process and for international peace and security 
in the region. 

The President of the Republic of Croatia Dr. Pranjo Tudjman shall address you a letter in the 
immediate futll.ffl, clarifying the position of the Republic of Croatia with regard to the possible 
extension of the mandate of peace,-~ing force on its territory. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my hi.gbest consideration. 

Ambusador Dr. Marlo Nobllo 

~ . de 
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SUBJECT: 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON THE FORMER YUGOSLAVIA 

Palais des Nations, 1211 Geneva 10 

Stoltenberg, Zagreb 

LO Geneva~~.,. ~ - ---

9 September 1993 

1 of 4 

Message from Croatian Mission 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 

Please find attached a message received this date, which may not 
have been sent to your location directly. 

Regards. 
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Stalna misija Republike Hrvatske pri Uredu Ujedinjenih naroda 

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Croatia to the United Nations Office 

Geneva 

25, rou.,te de Femey, 1209 Geneva, Tel: (022) 7403243, Fa:x (022) 7403251 
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE FORMER YUGOSLAVIA 
CO-CHAIRMEN 

H.E. MR. THORVALD STOLTENBERG 
H.E. LORD DAVID OWEN 

Upon instructions from the Government of the Republic of Croatia the Permanent 
Mission of Croatia has the honour to transmit you herewith the letter of the Prime Minister 
of the Republic of Croatia addressed to the Co-chairmen of the International Conference on 
the Fonner Yugoslavia H.E. Mr. Thorvald Stoltenberg and H.E. Lord David Owen. 

Please accept, Excellencies, the assurances of our highest consideration. 

~·~ 
Aleksandar Reina 
First Secretary 
Charge d'affitires a.i. 
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• VLADA R.EPUBLIKE HRVATSKE 
P.R.EDSJEDNIK 

NJ. E. 
Lord David Owen 
Thorvald Stoltenberg 
Supredsjedatelji Medunarodne konferencije 
o bivsoi J ugoslaviji 

Stovana gospodo, 

Moja Vlada i ja osobno skrecemo Varn pozornost na zlocin koji se danas 
dogodio u selu Kusonje u blizini Pakraca - Zapadni sektor. 

14] 002 / 003 

?rllikom komemoracije osamnaestorici hrvatskih policajaca, koji su na tom 
mjestu Poginuli prije dvije godine, od neprijateljske rnine smrtno su stradale tri 
osobe, a ranjena osmorica prisutnih. Medu zrtvama su pripadnici Hrvatske vojske, 
novinari i jedna majka poginulog policajca, kao i pripadnik UNPROFOR-a iz 
arge1inskog bataljuna. 

Taj terotisticki cin po svojim tragicnim posljedicama l morbidnim porivima • 
pucanje na ljude u trenutku davanja pocasti umrlima • jasno svjedoci o .zlocinackom 
ponasanju i namjerama nasih neprijatelja. 

Snage Ujedinjenih naroda su suodgovorne za takvo teroristicko djelovanje. 
jer nisu onemogucile napade iz podrucja UNPA zona pod svojom zastitom. Stoga 
hrvatska Vlada opetovano upozorava ukoliko UNPROFOR nastavi takvim 
neucinkovitim djelovanjem da ce lzna6i nacine da sama sprijeci terorizam onim 
sredstvima koja joj stoje na raspolaganju i koje smatra legitimnim. Taj tragicni 
dogadaj je uistinu ona kap koja maze preliti casu nase strpljivosti. O tome moraju 
voditi racuna srpske paravojne snage na UNPA podrucjima, postrojbe Ujedinjenih 
naroda, ali i cjelokupna medunarodna zajednica. Republika Hrvatska je dovedena 
na krajnju granicu tolerancije i dostojanstva. 

Upucujuci Varn ovaj prosvjed istovremeno trazimo od Vas da ucinite sve da 
se akti zlocinackog terori~ma zaustave. 

Uvai:ena gospodo. primite izraze mog osobitog stovanja. 

Zagreb, 08 rujna 1993. PREDSJEDNIK 

Nikica Valentic 

.I' 
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H.E. Lord David Owen 
H. E. Mr Thor-11ald Stoltenberg 
Co•chairmen of the International Conf ere nee 
on the Former Yugoslavia 

Your Excellencies, 

TRANSLATION 

My Govemment and I personally hereby draw your attention to the crime which 
occurred today in the viUage of Kusonje near Pakrac - Sector West. 

@003 / 003 

During the ceremony in commemoration of eighteen Croatian police officers, who 
perished on that spot two years ago, three persons were killed and eight wounded 
by an enemy mine. The casualties include members of the- Croatian Armed Forces. 
newsmen and the mother of one of the commemorated ~!icemen. as well as a 
member of the Argentine battalion of UNPROFOR. 

In terms of its tragic consequences and morbid motives this terrorist act - the attack 
on people in a moment when they were paying homage to the dead - clearly bears 
witness to the criminal behaviour and intentions of our enemy. 

United Nations forces share responsibility for such terrorist activity because they 
have not prevented attacks with the UNF'A's under their protection. Therefore, the 
Croatian Government again cautions that it will, should the conduct of UNPROFOR 
continue to be inefficient, find ways to prevent terrorism on its own with legitimate 
means at its disposal. This tragic event is indeed the last straw which may overtax 
our patience. This should be borne in mind by the Serbian paramilitary forces in the 
UNPA's and Unite:i-.d N:.:itir,ns unit~, but aleo by tho entire intern~tiv11c:i.l l;ommunrry. 
The Republic of Croatia has really been taxed to the limits of its tolerance and 
dignity. 

In addressing this protest to you, we concurrently urge you to do everything in order 
to put a stop to acts of criminal terrorism. 

Rest assured, gentlemen, of my particular consideration. 

Zagreb, September 8, 1993 THE PRIME MINISTER 

Nikica Valentic 
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Reference: Code Cable, A.nnan tu Stoltenberg, subject as above1 3 Sep 93 

UNPROPOR has acknowledged and reported over the W»t several wee on some Serb 
reinforcement from Bosnia into Sector North and eq,ecially Sector South. Our information, 
does not, however, coJTCspond precisely to that information provided by the Croatians. 
Based on mu.ltisource infonnation received here1 we can loosely estimate an app, •)rjmate 
in.crease of ahout 3500 Serb troops including light infantry, mech infantry and some . ,nor 
forces. This contrasts wit.b the Croatian claim of 6000-7000 new troops. It is e · ;,emely 
unlikely that the claim of a Serb brigade iD Western Slavonia a true. Based on earlier and 
more recent insertions of armor elements, the Croatian chlim of 40 new tank.Ii intD Secto~ 
N and S is probably roughly ac:c;urat.e. It is emptwized that the troop strengths we have 
presented here cannot bt determined with precise detail. Given the lack of freedom of 
movement afforded UN'PROFOR by botb sides, the restraints again.St Recoe flight.:. over 
Croatia and the innate difficulty iiJ locating well dispersed and camouflaged units in wooded 
and mountainous terraiJi, our information collection capabilities are necessarily limited. 

The Croatiau accOUJlt of Serb shellin& generally corresponds 'With information we havP 
here but it mould be made clear that the Croatiatl Army tw also sheUed so-called RSK 
teniu,ry at a si:rniJar level over the same time periOd. 

Indications are that some of these Serl, units were redeployed f.rom 5 Corps elements 
around the Posavina corridor and possibly from the Sarajevo/Mt. lgman are.a as well. Some 
units, normaJly at company ~gth, are also rotated in and out of tbc Bm.nja division in 
Sector Bast. lt is also likely that at least some offleers from the Yugoslavian Anny (AJ) are 
serving in a staff leadmhip cadn role with "RSK" forces. The "RSK• in Sector South 
probably genuinely fears a renewed CA offcmive in the area based on the 22 JAN 93 
offensive and recently elevated Croatian puhllc rhetoric. Current CA force dispositions in 
the area do not support the liblihood of such an offensive in the immediate futlll'e howe~. 
We assess these larger than normal troop deploymems are to bolster existing RSK detersive 
positions, especuilly in Sector South and moreover to put politic.al and military preSSW1,0n 
the Croatian government after its renunciation of the Erdut agreement. EH 
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