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REPORT ON THE MEDAK OPERATION .AND ASSESSMENT
OF HUMAN CASUALTIES AND MATERIAL DAMAGES

]
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Chronolcgy of the Croatian Army incursion into the Medak pocket
from 9 September and subsequent deployment of UNPROFOR troops in
‘the area after a cease-fire agreement was signed on 15 Septenmber

.

[ i 9 September: Early morning shelling began along both
sides of the confrontation 1line in Sectors North and South.
Generdl Cot mediated a cease-fire agreement that was to have gone
into effect at 11 a.m. However, at that time, Croatian Army (CA)
units launched a surprise offensive with heavy artillery and
mortar fire into the region'éouth of Gospic, attacking the area
of Licki citluk, Strunici (Divo Selo) and Donji Selo near the
confrontation line in the "pink zone" (see map, Annex 1). The
lA seized the villages of Licki’Citluk and Donji Selo. Canbat
1 was in the process of establishing observation posts in the
general area. A reconnaissance had been completed on 8 September
and a ,post was to be established in the area of Debela Glau on
10 September. Canbat 1 had established a forward platoon in
Medak as a preliminary move. Nine Platcon C Company received
artillery and mortar impacts within 50m of their location.

o 10 September: There were furthér CA attacks against Medak
and south of Licki Citluk. The CA seized the village of
Njegovani. Serbian artillery fired at the Sisak oil refinery,
which prompted Croatian artillery retaliation and rocket fire
Jver Turanj. UNPROFOR intensified efforts to mediate a cease-
fire. The Croatian President, Mr. Tudjman, told the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General, Mr. Thorvald
Stoltenberg, that he had ordered a cessation of shelling but
could not order a withdrawal from the occupied villages until a
generalized cease-fire” agreement was signed. ggneral Cot sent
special envoys to meet General Bobetko and General Novakovic,
However, General Bobetko declined to meet the envoy and General
Novakovic said Serbian forces would attack CA positions
throughout the country if they did not withdraw from the villages

seized in the offensive.
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u U 11 September: More than 6,000 artillery amd rocket
impacts were reported in Sector South, mainly along the
confrontation line between Baljci and Medak, in the areas of
Obrovac, Mali Golic, Mall Alan, Ubdina and Gospic. The Serbs
shelled Karlovac and the Sisak.refinery and fired a FROG-7 rocket

'at Zagreb.
4, : 12 September: Samobor was hit by Serbian multiple-launch
rockets and Karlovac was shelled. Scheduled ceasse-fire

negotiations were cancelled and the CA continued its offensive
in the "pink zones" and Sed¢tors. General Cot* sent an ldentical
proposal to General Bobetko and General Novakovic for a cease-
fire, withdrawal by the CA to pre-9 September positions and the
deployment of UNPROFOR in the captured areas.

8. 13 September: General Novakovic accepted the proposal but
Genegal Bobetko and the Croatian director of National Security,
Mr. Sarinic, indicated Croatian acceptance would be subject to
UNPROFOR taking exclusive control of the three villages occupied
by the CA on 9-10 September. Canbat 1 received a warning order
which started the battle procedure for the impleméntation of the
Medak pocket agreement. Attached under operational control to
Canbat 1 were two Frebat Companies, one from Frebat 1 in Sector
North and one from Frebat 3 4in the Bihac area, Bosnia-
Herzegovina., General Cot visited the confrontation line in the
Blinski Kut, Moscenica and Glinska Poljana areas in Sector North
to inspect the deployment of UNPROFOR troops.

6. 14 September: Croatian air force jets fired rockets at
Blatusa, near Vrginmost, and bombed near Gradusa: One of the
jets was shot down .by the Serbs. General Cot continued

negotiations in Zagreb: with General Bobetko, while the chief
UNMO, Brigadier-General Bo Pellnas, went to Xnin for talks.
Canbat 1 issued orders for a tour phase operation that involved:

*Phase 1 - C Company Canbat 1 and 15 Company Frebat 1 would
replace the Serbs in their front line positions; UNMOs would

7/
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confirm pre-9 September Croatian lines; >

*Phase 2 - Canbat 1 would open a crossing point on the main road
from the Serbian front line to the Croatian front line; Anti-
Armour Platoon to provide over=watch;

*Phase 3 - D Company Canﬁat,l and 16 Company Frebat 3 would cross
to the Croatian side with D Company to occupying Croatian front
' line and 16 Company to occupy the pre-9 September Croatian front
lines. Anti-Armour Platoon to provide over-watch; and

*Phase 4 - Canbat 1 to ensure Croats withdraw to pre-9 September
positions; patrolling tasks to begin within the new buffer zone;
a sweep team would deploy to clear villages of bodies, survivors
and assist in the provisich'of humanitarian relief with UNPROFOR

Civil Affairs and UNHCR.

: 15 September: Both sides signed a cease-fire agreement
of UNPROFOR control of the Medak pocket after General Cot went
to Gracac to arrange the depleyment of UNPROFOR troops along the
coanontation line in the area between warring parties. Despite
the agreement, there was no CA withdrawal. The operation began
with the occupation of Serbian front line positions. C Company
and 15 Company had taken up platoon positions. On many occasions
soon after, occupying Croatian forces directly engaged these
UNPROFOR soldiers with small arms, heavy machine-gun and, in some
instances, 20mm cannon fire. The Canbat 1 troops returned fire
when it was obviously directed at them. Thera were no casualties
suffered by Canbat 1 and it was unknown whether there were
Croatian casualties. Although negotiations at the Serbian 9
Brigade HQ stopped this exchange of fire, Croatian forces
continued to engage sporadically Canbat 1 positions. The
Croatian military agreed to a meeting during the evening to be
attended by the Croatian Operation Zone Commander, General Adeni,
and UNPROFOR’s. Chief- Cperaticns Officer, Colonel Maissoneuve,
Lieutenant-Colonel Calvin (CO Canbat 1) and Lieutenant-Colonel
‘Nielsen (SMO Sector sdutn). At the meeting, it was agreed that
Canbat 1 would be allowed to establish a crossing site on the
main Medak-Gospic road during that night and that the two
Companies for Phase 3 of the plan would be allowed to cross,

——am g —
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starting at 1200hrs, 16 September. The first Company ™o cross
would. occupy the front line of the Croatian defenses and the
secoﬁd company, crossing at 1330hrs, would occupy the 9 September
Croatian line. The crossing point was established at 2400hrs
when D Company HQ crossed from the Serbian to the Croatian side
"via the road that leads north~west from Medak towards Licki-
Ribnik. Tactical HQ remained on the Croatian side to hold the
crossing open until the Companies -could cross on 16 September.

8. 16 September: Croatian forces in the pocket
systematically burnt houses. At first 1light, the forward
positions reported smoke rising from the villages of Donji Selo
and Licki Citluk. Sporadic small arms fire and large explosions
were also heard. During the morning, several meetings occurred
n Gospic between the Croatian authorities and the UNPROFOR
negotiating team led by Colonel -Maissoneuve, resulting in
substantial changes to the original Canbat operation. Rather
than immediately occupying both the forward Croatian line and the
9 Sépéember Croatian line, Canbat was directed to conduct the
operation in phases by occupying successive road lines from east
to west until they finally reached the 9 September line. As
well, the deadline for withdrawal was extended by 24 hours so
that the Croatian forces did not have to be clear of the 9
September cease~fire line until 1800 hrs, 17 September. At 1200
hrs, the first Company from Canbat 1 (D) Company) started moving
across the crossing point to the Croatian side, where they found
barriers and mines still in place. The Company was held up until
.330 hrs, during which time small arms fire and explosions could
be heard coming from the town held by the C.A. At 1330 hrs, D
Company began to occupy the Croatian front line. The second
Company was held back until 1430 hrs, when it was allowed to move
to the second road line to the town of Ornice.- Here it was
ordered to wait before moving into Licki citluk at 1800 hrs, the
time agreed by the UNPROFOR negotiating team in Gospic.
Explosions and small arms fire continued in the Croatian-held
towns. At 1630 hrs;, CO Canbat met with Colonel Maissoneuve to
explain the situation concerning suspected "athnic cleansing”
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occurring in the area. At 1800 hrs, the second Company moved
into Licki Citluk and found it razed to the ground. At the same
time, the Battalion received orders from Command Sector South to
proceed west to try to rescue an enclave of Serbian civilians in
the area of Strunici, but a French Company platoon sent forward
. found no sign of the Serbs. Every building was burning or had
been razed between the towns of Licki Citluk and Strunici. The
platoon returned to Licki citluk for the night so it would not
disrupt ongoing operations. The two Companies in position were
directed to consolidate in their locations and do a guick sweep
for survivors, hawever,‘thsg found only several bodies.

9. 17 September: Bodies of Serbs were found in the Medak
pocket. At first light, the Companies were ordered to conduct
a further sweep of their areas. At 0900 hrs, the Frebat 3
Company began moving westward towards the next phasa line -
Strunici~Poljari - which was achieved by 1200 hrs. The CA had
moved about 50 soldiers into the area and they staged a small
demonstration of shooting at the highlands before withdrawing.
A Frebat 23 Company platoon was sent to conduct a dismounted
patrol into the highlands to try to locate tha enclave of Serbs
reported to be there. None was found. At this time, the Frebat
1 Company moved up to the Strunici area and was ordered to
conduct a forward passage of lines through the Frebat 3 Conpany
to the 9 September Croatian line, which ran from V. Krag to
Podklisa to Vedric Polje. This line was achieved by 1800 hrs,
by which time all Croatian forces had withdrawn from the area.
Deputy Force Commander Major-General MacInnis visited the Medak
pocket and UNPROFOR completad the full deployment of almost 500
troops. During the period 17-18 September, the actual boundaries
of the new UNPROFOR buffer zone were uncertain and there numerous
instances of confrontation with Croatian military and police
forces, characterized bﬁ threats to shoot UNPROFOR soldiers.

10 18 September: The Croatian side handed over to the Serb
authorities 51 bodies found in the Medak pocket.

)




11. 19-21 September: The final negotiations were hel® between
CO Canbat 1 and General Ademi and the Chief of the Special Forces
of the Croatian Police, General Markac, to determine the CA front
line positions and the boundaries of the UNPROFOR zone.

12. 23 September: Geﬁeral Cot wrote a letter to General
Bobetko giving his assessment of the negotiation process leading
to the 15 September cease-fire agreement and the difficulties
encpuntered in applying the terms of the agreement on the ground.
The Force Commander said in the letter that he hoped this would
not affect the success 0f future military negbtiations.
‘.

i Bl 5 25 September: Four French soldiers were injured by nmine
explosions in two incidents in the Poljari area. UNCIVPOL found
three more bodies in the Medak pocket, bringing the total number
of bodies recovered by UNPROFOR to 16. '

SUBSEQUENT ACTIVITIES OF UNPROFOR MILITARY, CIVPOL AND
cIvir AFFAIRS

14, A team was formed to search the main roads and inhabited
areas for survivors and hodies, and to give an authoritative
assessment of the destruction. Following a sweep by UNPROFOR
engineers of the main roads and inhabited areas for mines and
booby-traps, the team entered the area at 1545 hours on 16
Sept%mber 1993 and wound up the initlal search operation at 1800
hours on 19 September 1993. The search team consisted of Canbatt
soldiers and a medical officer, and CIVPOL monitors. Civil
Affairs officers liaised with the team. The team searched for
survivors and bodies and recorded their findings, and recorded
damages to bulldings, but not to infrastructure. Reports have
been prepared by CIVPOL (see Annexes 2 and 3)}. : -

15, From 20 September UNPROFOR military continued mine-
clearing operations of hamlets and areas outside the inhabited
areas, and conducted frequent patrols of de-mined areas in the
Medak pockaet to secure the area and to assist in the search for




UL T s
e

bodies. Another purpose of the patrols was, initially % to make
the UNPROFOR presence apparent, in-the event that there were
survivors who might come forward. From 24-26 September, CIVPOL
conducted a second, more thorough search of the inhabited areas
for remaining bodies. Civi} Affairs personnel participated in
the search. Many of the ruins of houses consist of exploded and
'burned structures with corrugated roofs that collapsed onto the
remaining rubble, 1leaving the- possibility of bodies trapped
beneath. The second search team is still on call to investigate
if reports or indications are éiven of further potential sites

of bodies. i L
‘ r

16. CIVPOL, Civil Affairs and UNHCR conducted interviews of
people displaced from the Medak pockat by the recent conflict
(see Annex 4). They also liaised with local civil defence
officials, the Knin authorities and.among themselves in attempts
to determine the number and present location of the displaced,
the number and location of survivors and prisoners of war, and
the number of dead. ECMM and ICRC conducted interviews, as did
a representative of the Centre for Human Rights. UNHCR and ICRC
provided humanitarian assistance to those who were displaced from

the pocket.

17, Civil Affairs played a coordinating role for the civilian
part of the UNPROFOR operation, and provided close liaison
between UNPROFOR military, CIVPOL, UNHCR and the local
authorities. Civil Affairs also facilitated and guided UNPROFOR
Press and Information personnel who came to the area to provide
coverage for the media and for UNPROFOR’s own use. Material for
TV, radio, the print media, and for UNPROFOR’sS own records was
thus obtained (see Annex 5). Among the material are interviews
with displaced. Visits of international media were facilltated
by Civil Affairs and other UNPROFOR units, and Civil Affairs
assisted in a visit by local media which had been organized by

Canbatt I.
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18. CivPol assessed the damages to many of the structures in
villages and hamlets in the Medak pocket. Sketches were made of
the areas investigated, with structures indicated. Photos were
taker._l.r Descriptions were made of the condition of the homes and
out— buildings, and in some cases, of each structure. Some
properties gonsisted of only a main building (usually a house;
one or two large buildings may have been used as schools): but
most consisted of a house with associated outbuildings such as
.barn, garage, workshop, chicken coop.

l9. The first UNPROFOR team which entered villages in the
Medak pocket on 16 Septéﬁber reported that houses, barns and
haystacks were still on fire. A member of this team (see Annex
4, W 17) estimated that the fires had been burning for almost two
hours before their arrival. Bags full of looted property were
found on positions held by the C(roatians prior to UNPROFOR’s
arrival. Serb cars and wagons in the area had been burned,
riddled with bullets and turned over. The wells in Citluk had
0il, dead animals and dirt thrown in them. Many discarded
rubber/surgical gloves were found.

~

20, According to UNPROFOR military, 164 homes and 148 barns

and outbuildings in the area were destroyed. Due to security
reasons, CivPol did not have access to all areas. CivPol

investigated 95 structures deemed to be houses, although a few
may have been used for other purposes. Of these, CIVPOL found
nearly all houses to be totally destroyed by explosion and fire.
Some structures were completely demolished, including the

foundation, 1leaving only rubble. In some cases only the
foundation remained standing; and in others one or more walls
remained. A very few showed minor or no damage. Some houses

were burned but not lasted by explosion. According to UNPROFOR
military, many Croatian military and police trucks loaded with
timbers and firewood were seen delivering these materials
throughout the area where buildings were set on fire.
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21. Of the houses described by CivPol as totally destroyed,
most had outbuildings which' were also destroyed. A faw
outbuildings were found burned but with walls still standing, and
a few were left intact. ' With the exception of one building,
which may have been used as a bunker/observation post, none of
these buildings had any apparent military use. Virtually all
vehicles/machines/implements as well as ordinary objects used in
domestic life that had been left behind by the inhabitants, and
that had not been driven or carried off by the Croatians or
destroyed by the explosions énd fire, had been systematically
destroyed/damaged by vandalism. -

& A,

22 With few exceptions, the livestock and farm animals
remaining in the areas investigated were found dead. Most had
been burned; and many were found with bullet wounds. Some animals
had been removed from the area by the Croatian forces, according

to witnesses.

i
23. UNPROFOR military personnel who initially entered the

area assessed that various explosive devices including specially
rigged anti-tank mines were sgstematically used for thorough
destruction of structures. ~They estimated that the level of
destruction found in the Medak pocket would have required more

than 200 mines.

ASSESSMENT OF HUMAN CASUALTIES

Survivors
24. UNPROFOR met some civilian survivors, 3 Serb nmilitary

(who were turned over to the Serb side) and on 26 September 12
members of the Croatian forces were disarmed by, Canbatt/Frebatt
elements and escorted out of the area. During the time when
UNPROFOR was moving into the pocket, UNPROFOR troops viewed
Croatian soldiers and police vehicles moving out.
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Bodies found by UNPROFOR personnel >
28. ., As of 29 September, 18 bodies had beén found by UNPROFOR
military or CIVPOL (see Annex 3). The bodies were numbered,

tagged,'and placed in body. bags. A description of each body was
made by CIVPOL in situ, and sketches were made. Some photos were
taken. Bodies of both ciﬁilians'and military personnel wers
" found, in the inhabited areas and in outlying areas. Bodies
found inside the exploded and burned houses were heavily burned.

26. The first search team found the first body on the evening
of 16 September 1993. The .search team investigated the bodies
at the place where they ware discovered and a medical officer,
Dr. Ross or Dr. Brett from Canbatt, examined bodies found during
the initial days. Autopsies were conducted later by a local
pathologist at either the Medak, Gracac or Korenica morgues (see
Annex 6). CIVPOL monitors were pregent at some of the autopsies
(see Annex 7). After the examinations, the bodies were turned
over to relatives.

4

Descriptions
27 Of the eighteen bodies found by UNPROFOR by 29 September,

11 were men and 7 were women. Of the 11 men, 8 were soldiers,
two were civilians and one was unidentifiable. All the soldiers
had been shot, seven of them most likely during combat.

28, One of the civilians was found close to a path leading
to Bungrovac Mountain. Wounds close to the right eye indicate
that he may have been shot at a fairly close range. The other
civilian male person was found at a path approximately 80 metres
south of a nearby structure in the villaga of Krajinovici. There
were eight entry wounds to the right side of the head including
the neck and jaw, there were entrance wounds to his back as well
as other parts of the body. The victim appears to have been shot
at least 24 times in the back. The unidentifiable male person,
believed to be non-military, was found in a shed in the village
of Raicevici. The shed wag burned down and the body was heavily
purned. The right arm, both legs and part of the head were

~
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missing and were probably burned. Nothing could be stated

concerning the cause of death.

29 "The seven women were all.civilian and most were estimated
to be more than 60 yeakrs ¢0ld. Four female bodies were found
burned or burning. When discovered, two of them were in a

chicken coop in the basement of a'dwellinq house in the village
of Citluk. Several munitions casings were found next to the door
of the chicken coop, which had bullet holes in it. On the body
that was burning, there were no visible wounds and the skull was
intact. The other body was severely burned.” The third burned
female body was found ini Citluk in a house which was levelled
with the floor. Body parts of another female, badly burned, were
found in what appeared to have been the living room of a house.
The body could not be identified from the remains. Cause of
death could not be determined.

30. Three women had been shot. One woman’s body was found
in a grass field approximately 60 metres from the nearest house
in the hamlet of Raicevici (the village of cCitluk). She had
three shot wounds in the right side of her body, one inside her
left upper leg, and one rather deep knife wound cn the upper side
of her breast. Both legs were broken. Forensic opinion is that
she was dragged to the location where she was found and then
shot. The second fenmale body was found four metres off-shore in
a marsh area and submerged in approximately 30 cm of water. This
woman had been shot at least six times, four of which were in the
back. Manipulation of the head indicated a broken neck. The
third female body was found in a small grass field near a totally
destroyed house in the Miscevic hamlet (the village of Pocitelj).
The victim had been shot from behind at close range through the
head. The face was blown away and the fingers oa the right hand

were partly amputated.

Bodies delivered from the Croatian side
31, On 17 September, the Croatian authorities delivered 51
bodies from the Medak pocket to the Serb authorities, at the
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Otacac crossing point, in the presence of UNPROFOR CivilsAffairs,
ICRC and ECMM. The bodies were received and teken to Korenica.
Acéording to ECMM monitors present at the body handover, the body
bags were leaking blood and other material. The bodies were not
viewed by international ohservers at the Otocac crossing. One
body was handed over to the Serb authorities on 23 September.

82, The Serb authorities plan to iosue o recport on the bodies
turped over to them by the Croatian side. They have given out
a list of identified soldiers and eivilians among the bodies from
the Medak area (see Annex 9). | *

L I
Statements of witnesses
33. As of 29 September, 22 eye-witness reports have been
prepared, most by CIVPOL, one, by a representative of an NGO in
the area (the "Ockenden Venture"), one statement has been given
by the first Civil Affairs officer to enter the area with Canbatt
troops, and one by a Canbatt officer who was in the first
UNPHOFOR team to enter the area on 16 September. These
statements are in Annex 4, numbers W 1-17.

34, The witnesses state that the attack commenced at about
0600 on 9 September 1993, with mortar and grenade fire, and that
Croatian tanks were involved. Croatian troops moved quickly to
occupy the villages of Divoselo and Citluk, A Serb scoldier (see
Annex 4, W2) said that Serb forces were not prepared for the
attack and offered almost no resistance. The attack commenced

on several villages at the same time.

35. In the village of Divoselo, a witness (see Annex 4, W7)
stated that Croatian forces fired at her and up to 47 other
civilians as they were fleeing the village seeking cover amongst
trees. Another witness (see Annex 4, W9) fled by car from the
village at about 0700 with two wounded Serb soldiers, The
vehicle was caught in a crossfire and he escaped leaving the
wounded soldiers, one of whom had been hit by bullets in this
attack and was presumed dead. From a distance of 20 netres he
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saw 10-15 soldiers drag the two men out of the car and place them
in a building which they then set on fire. Another witness
(Annex 4, W10) returned by stealth to Divoselo con 10 September
with a-friend. The two were arrested by two Croat soldiers. He
was hit with a rifle butt in the chest and chin but escaped under
gunfire. His friend did not eScape and his rfate 1s unknown.
During his '‘escape he was shot at on two occasions and wounded
once. He saw Croatian forces kill some dogs, and remove

livestock.

36. In the villagq of Citluk, a 50 year vld female witness
(see Annex 4, W3 and W4) states that she was in her house with
her invalid son when a soldier appeared at the window. She
looked the soldier in the eye as he broke the window and threw
in a grenade. She was wounded and lay on the floor. The soldier
then opened the door and started indiscriminately shooting but
she was not hit by any of the bullets. She saw four men in
camouflage uniform speaking German and she heard a voice say (in
Croeatian) words to the effect that this was a Serb village and
everything should be slaughtered. She saw an elderly woman in
a neighbouring house in her bed and on fire while soldiers were
standing around. Although wouhded, she escaped from the house
the following dawn (10 September). She witnessed soldiers
burning animals and houses and removing tiles from roof tops and
taking them away in a truck.

37 Three witnesses saw the death of Bosiljka Bjegovic, an
84 year old blind female. While precisa details about the
number of soldiers involved in her killing differ, witnesses are
congistent in stating that at least 10 soldlers sprayed Mrs.
Bijegovic with bullets while she was on her front pcrch. one
witness reports that a younger woman who was with Mrs. Bjegovic
was told by the solaigrs to leave the place. Another witness
(see Annex]"4;_ W16) stated that the attack on 9 September
commenced with the explosion of many grenades in.the village.
He beljeves he was the last perscon to escape from citluk and that
at least three Serbs were left in the village and that the
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village was on fire as he fled. %

38 Another witness (see Annex 4, W12), whose house was close
to Citluk{ escaped in a group. .of ten. On 9 September he went
back and saw that his house was burning and Croatian soldiers
were destroying everything in it. Most of his livestock was
dead. He hid in the woods and on 12 September his wife and one
other person went to find water. He heard shots fired and
neither person returned. He stated that at night the Croatian
fofces used large lights to search for people and they were
shooting everything. At Sasine Bare, near Drlic village, a woman
in the group was killed by gunfire and he was wounded by a bullet
and shrapnel.

Prisoners of War )
39. According to Serb authorities, eight Serb soldiers are
prisconers of war and fourteen civilians are on the Croatian side
(sge Annex 10). ICRC also reported that 8 Serb military are being
helf in Croatian prisons (See Annex 11).

Displaced Persons and Missing Persons

40, According to Serb authorities, eighteen civilians from
the Medak pocket area remain missing and five military as of 29
September 1993 (see Annex 10), and the whereabouts of five other
persons, who may have been In the area are unknown.

41, Serb authorities have also reported to UNHCR that around

1000 people werae displaced from the Medak pocket and nearby areas
as a result of the fighting, but this figure remains unconfirmed.

OBSERVATIONS

42, 'UNPROFOR encountered delays and resistance from the
Croatian side in implementing the agreement that had been signed
by both sides for a cease-fire and withdrawal of Croatian forces
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from the Medak pocket, and for UNPROFOR to take contrel of the
area. According to the aqreement,‘Croatian fqrcas were to have
completely withdrawn from the area by 1800 on 15 September, but
there was no withdrawal. After negotiations held on the evening
of the 15th and on the 16th, the time for completion of the
Croatian withdrawal was extended to 1800 on 17 September; and
times were set for a phased withdrawal. UNPROFOR was to start
moving into the pocket at 1200 on 16 September.

3y At first light on 16  September, UNPROFOR peacekeepers
observed smoke rising from the villages of Donji Selo and Citluk;
they also heard large eép%o§ions and small arms fire. When they
started moving across the crossing point at 1200 hours, they

found barriers and mines still in place. Held up at the crossing
point until 1330 hours, they heard small arms fire and explosions

coming from Croatian-held towns. Further delays were encountered
throughout the day, while the explosions and small-arms fire
continued. UNPROFOR troops gained access into Liki Citluk at
1800; hours, the time previously negotiated, and found it razed
to the ground. Despite immediate searches for survivors, none

were found.

w

44. Oon the 17th at first light, UNPROFOR troops conducted
sweeps of the areas from which the Crcatians had withdrawn, and
continued to search for Serb survivors, including a patrol sent
to €the highlands, but none were found. By 1800 hours, the
Croatian forces had withdrawn and UNPROFOR had taken control of

the area.

45. The fact that explosions and small arme fire were heard
during the period when the Croatians were resisting and delaying
their withdrawal and the deployment of UNPROFOR, and the
assessment of material gamage, suggests that the Croatian forces
were systematically destroying buildings during their drawn-out
withdrawal. Houses were still on fire when UNPROFOR first
entered sone areas, and some bodies were still

burning/smouldering.
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46. The assessments of UNPROFOR lead to the conclusion that
the destruction of physical structures and materials by the
retreating Croatian forces was: systematic, thorough, and well
planned. UNPROFOR military personnel assessed that most of the
physical destruction of stfuctures was methodically carried out

" by destruction teams who apparently came equipped for that

purpose. Various explosive devices including specially rigged
ant%—tank mines were used for thorough destruction of buildings.
47. The evidence ¢ollected by UNPROFOR*and statements by
witnesses suggests that aivilians were intentionally killed by
the Croatian forces; some were burned in houses and other
structures, and others were shot. Three witnesses say they saw
the killing of one blind old woman. Some military appear to have

baan shat at closa range.

RECOMMENDATION

48, UNPROFOR has conducted a systematic investigation of
conditions in the Medak area, and the events described in the
report show that the Croatian Army attack in the area on 9
September was fully coordinated and planned. It met little or
no Serb resistance. Croatian troops killed most of those who
were unable to make good their escape, regardless of age, sex or
status; a number are still nissing., Massive destruction to
property was conducted by the Croatian forces during their
advance, and particularly during their withdrawal. Virtually all
houses and outbuildings in the villages and surrounding hamlets
were destroyed, many by explosion. Wells were destroyed or
damaged. Household chattals were deliberately destroyed, and
almost all remaining daomestic animals killed. During a peried
in which UNPROFOR perscnnel wers prevented from moving into the
area, in accordance with a prior agreement with the Croatian
Army, the destruction was completed, UNPROFOR members hearing
explosions and shooting, and, shortly after, observing houses in
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flames. Thus a comprehensive scorched earth policy was wracticed
by the Croatian Army. While ‘the commanding officers in charge
of the Croatian Army in this undertaking are not identified in
this report, thesa detalls are.available. It is recommended that
the report- be transmitted to the Special Rapporteur for the Human
Rights Commission, and to.tne Acting Chairman of the Commission

of Experts on War Crimes.
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Dear General Bobatko,

Both prior to, and since, the evants which began axound
Madak on 9 September last, UNPROFOR has observed a disturbing
level of aescalation in military activities undertaken by both
s¢ides in and arcund the United Nations Protacted Areas.

In addition to the almost dally tragic exchange of emall
arms, mortar and canren fire; multiple rocket launchars, unguidad
rockets and extended range artillery Rave been employed by the
sides, often with lethal results. In additjon, both sides have
redeployed and reinforced well-equippad troops in opposing
positions along the confrontation line, especially in sectors
North and South. EqQqually ominous, there has baen reported
intiltration, again Dby both sides, of speclalized infantry
alements acrosg the confrontation lines and in some cases within
the UNPAs. These intensaely provocative activities have led to
the development of qrowinz levels of tansion. Both military
commands seem to be praparing for, and are polsed to undertake,
a resumption of majer hostilities.

The delicate preocess of dealing with the mandate question
is at an advanced stags in the Security Ceuncil. If it is
successfully resolved, much work will need to ke undertaken by
all of us. It could preove virtually impessible to achlave this
it the levels of tension that have bean ascalated in recent weeks
are not guickly defusad. I therefore wish to request that the
Croatian Army be dire¢ted to exercise the maximum possible degree
of restraint; and that it refrain from any actioh that c<ould
destroy the possibility of peaceful negotiation and resolution

</
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Jaan Cot (Genera

of the underlying problens.
Yours sincerely, C;;;7

General Janko Bobetke
Chiaf of the Defence staff
Zagrab
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3 October 1893

Dear General Novakovig,

Both prior to, and since, the events whi¢h began around
Medak on 9 Seaptember last, we have ocbserved a disturbing level
of escalation in military activities undertaken by both sidas in
and around the United Nations Protected Areas.

In addition to the almost dally tragic exchange of small
arms, mortar and cannon fire; multiple rocket launchers, unguided
rockets and extended range artillery have bean employed by the
sides, often with lethal resulte. In addition, both sides have
redeployed and reinforcad well~-éguipped troops in opposing

positions along the ¢onfrontation line, especially in saectors _.

North and South. Equally onminous, there has heen repertsd
infiltration, =again by both sides, of specialized infantry
elements acreoss tha confrontation lines and ip some cases within
the UNPAS. Thess intensely provocative activitiss have led to
the development ©f growing lavels of teansion. Both military
commands séeém to be preparing for, and are poised to undertake,
a resumption of majer hostilities.

As you know, the Sscurity Counclil at this time is actively
engaged in dealing with the guestion of UNPROFOR's mandate, If
this matter is successfully resolved, as we hope it will be, a
vital peried of censultation and negotiation will immediately
begin. I should like to request that the forces under your
command take immediate steps to diminish and defuse the tensions
which have now arisen, I anm dg¢aply concarneéed that, if such
action is not immediately initiated, we c¢ould begin to s5ce a
descent into widespread hostilities, with all the tragic
consequences that would then follow for tha whole region.

Yours sincerely .ﬁ

/

Jean Cot (Genepyal)

General Mile Novakovic
Commander of Serb Forces
Knin
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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
CIROATIAN RIEPUMI.IC OF TIERZEG-BOSNTA
- HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Number:01-1I=33=01/93 I‘ )a
PData:30 September 1993

BRased on article 69. oaf the Jourpal of the House of
Keprescrntarives of the (roatian Rapublic of Herseg-Bosnia, Lhe [fouse of
Representutives, on the Il AssembBly held on 30 September 1993 and following
Lha report by the President of the Croatian Republic of Herzeg-Busnia about
lalks for thc fulure organization of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
the following

promulgated

CONCLUSIONS

- Mased on the report of the Prevident of the Croatian Republic of
.érzeg-Bosniu at today’s Assembly, the conclusions of the I Assembly of the
House of Rupreseniatives and besad on the fact of the rejecrion of the
peace plan by the Muslim Parliameént, Iinasmuch ®s both sides do not avcept

the peace plan by 15 October, we dircet our representatives in negotiations
te:

. o Suppcrt the IMplemetltatiun wid thw Pwd )itlam Toafhwgevies Jaint
Declaration of 14 Sept. 1893 apd direct all state bodies to execute their
duties with regard to 1it, and authorize the preparation of

a peace
DL I8 e Lway ned il

=~~mvracantatives ol the Serb pcople following the signed

Izetbegovic-Krajisnik Declaration that damages ([Ne presciveaccsea o4& <ba
integrity of B-H.
2. Withdraw al]l territorial concessiovns, which wmcans the right

to all free Croat territory as well as the right to al]l temporarily
r~ecupied Croat lerritory and the return

of all] displaced persons.
7. Reject all discussions about any kind of protcctorate an
Mostar, the capital city of Lhe Croatian Kepublic of Hergeg-Bosnid.

4. Reject al)l discussions about acvcess (o the gea of (he
Croatian Republic of Herzeg-Bosnisa in the sensc of territorjal concessions.

5. Unanimously suppert the Commander—in-Chief of the Army of
the Croatian Republic of Herzeg-Bosnia, the Government of the Croatian
Republic of Herzeg-Bosnia, the Mipistry of Defense of the Croatian Republic
of Herzeg-Bosnia and the Central Headquarters in executing all necessary
actions to defend the Croat people and their rights.

(1BANSLATION) PRESIDENT
z 2 28 % ¥® (signed)
3 % £ & 7 &
E-; @ - Perjca Jukie
. . _ e g:
7
5 ¥
\ c
9 ;% s
L&
o]
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(TRANSLATION)

Neum, 30 September 1993

DECISION

of the Pouse of Representativezs of the
Crostian Republic of Herzeg-Rosnia for the

ACCEPTANCE

of International gtandards for the prolection of human rights and
fundamenral freedons based on the 10 Deccmber 1948 [gjiversal

Declaratiog of Hyysan Rightis of the Uniled Nations Generul
Assembly.

PREAMBILE

Guided by rhe fact rthat peacc is the basis to realize all rights
and that no Toreign peace can cvxiat wilhout the domesiic peace of
people,

Guided hy Tthe Tract that peace only existe through freedom and
that [reedom exists onl]y through rhe trulh,

Moved hy Lhe tragic experjence of vietime caused by the violation
of @ll fundamental rights and individual f[reedoms

N OW AND BECAUSE O F rFiad s

The mast senivor reprcgentative body 4nd bearer of legislative
authority of the Creoatian Republic of Herzeg-Bosnia accepts all
premulgated dnenments gbout the proteclion of human rights at the
leve] of the United Nstions and Conference on Securily and

Cooperation in Kurope and
pPlIlRREROCYT S

The Legislative and regal Committoo of the House of
Representatives to determine the proccdure for ratifying the
above documents and Incorporating norms for the protection of
human rights into the legal system of the <Croatian Kepublic of




Mo LW gl L3 U Q38 41 176709 UNPROFOR-SRSG +== SRSG GENEWA

- @ooy
Mrom 't URCD MREDSICDHIKA R 11 D MIONC Mo, @ B00 G2 BG4 Oct. @3 1993 1:39rM  raz

/9

({TRANSLATION)

Dased on Article 6. of the Founding Decision on the
Establishment and Declaration of the Croatian Republic of Herzeg-
Nosnie und Article 7. of the Decision an the Ratablishment of the
House of Representatives of the Croatian Republjie of Herzeg=
Boesniya, on the second Assembly hcld on 30 Soptember 1983 the
House of Representatives of the Croatian Republic of Herzeg-
Bosnia promulgated a

DECIL ARATION

~ for the acceptance of documents

: about the protection and realization
of individual freedoms and humsn righis

Artiele 1!.

Instruments for the implementation of humen rights incorporated
in the following documents are accapted!

A. General Human Rights, especially Civil and Political Rights

g 1948 Counventien on the Prevention and Punjishment of the
Crime of Genocide

2 1948 Ilniversal Declarstion of Human Rights, Articles l-
21

3. 1948 Geneva Conventlions I-IV on the Laws of War, and
the 1977 Geneva Protocols I-II thoreto

é. 1950 Buropean COMHVEIl Y JL/1s Lawd  wian P R Y T T i L
Rights and Fundamentel Freedoms, and Prolocols 1-i0
thercto

b JH31 GOonNveniLivil 1crattlug ctw Glie Lbond—m o Dafuagr~ia ond
the 1966 Protocol thereto

6. 1965 International Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Diseriminatjon

7. 1966 JIntcrnational Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and its 19066 and 1989 Optional Pretscols

g. 1979 International Convention on (he Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women

9. 1981 (UN) pDeclaration on the Elimination of all Forms
of Intolerance and Discriminatjon Bascd on Religien and
Belief

10. 1984 Coenvenlion againgst Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

11. 1987 Buropean Convention on the Prevention of Torture
and Inhuman or Degrading Trcatment or Punishment
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12, 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child

D, Protcetion of Groups and Minorities
13, 1990 Councgil of Europe Parliamentary Assembly
Revcomuendation on the Rights of Minorities, paras. 10-
13
14. 1992 (UN) Declaration on the Rights of Persons
Belonging te Natjional or Ethnic, Religious and
tldirvgulobd o Mimardtlne
c. Economie, Social and cultural Rights
I3 1948 Uiliversali peclarsiivu [ SR PPITE fe  piar e s ges e m s a
22-27
16, 1961 Luropcun Social Charter and the Protocnl 1 thereto
17. 1866 TInlernational Cuvenant on Ecopomic, Social and
Cultural Rights
D. Citizenship and Nationality
18. [957 Cconvenlion on the Nationality of Married Women
]9, 1961 convention on the Reduetion of Statelessness
Numbar: Q1-11-35-01/93 PRESIDENT
Neum, 30 Septembar 1983 (signed)

Perica Jukic

ENALC

doc

1:39PM PO
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SUBJECT: PRELIMINARY ID A TERM STRATE R_CROATIA

I recently visited sector East where I had the opportunity to
talk with representatives from a wide selection of the population.
This visit reinforced my opinion, feollowing similar discussions
during on previous visits to other sectors. It i8 my firm belief
that the population could still live together again if a peaceful
settlement could be reached. This war is being generated by local
self-made politicians applying pressure to a population raised in
a communist soclety, used to obeying the authorities. The people
have suffered enough. They are ready for peace.

I am convinced that one avenue offered to us to influence the
population and pressure the authorities through a concerted media
campaign. We must have the means to communicate unbiased
information directly to the local population and counter-balance
the propaganda they are currently being fed. Furthermore, in order
to keep pressuring the political leaders, we must do our utmost to
facilitate the coverage of international media, and remove the
present restrictions imposed on the support the UN could provide to
them.

The problem of ensuring that Humanitarian Aid reaches those it is
intended for has always been a concern of mine. In order to
restore our credibility with the local population, the UN should
establish a 1list of those who receive humanitarian assistance
delivered through UNHCR, and verify that it does indeed reach the
intended beneficiaries., This is where UNPROFQOR can play a useful
role. Because they are in direct contact with the local
population, Civpol and military personnel can identify those who
are in real need. They could, furthermore, establish whether the
aid has reached those it was intended for. Such closer cooperation
between all of UNPOFOR's elements deployed in the field would
greatly help to improve the current situation.

Discussions with military leaders on both sides made me realize

that a strategy of "small steps" might apply in this particular
situation. All cease-fire negotiations so far have failed.

MOST IMMEMDIATE
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Therefore, it is my intention to initiate cease-fire negotiations
between local military leaders and to deploy my troops into
observation posts co-located with both sides. In addition,
constant patrols along the confrontation line could force further
disengagement (attached is a rough sketch of BelBat location in
Sector East where this could be accomplished now). Were this to be
achieved, it could create the necessary atmosphere to facilitate
further global cease-fire negotiations. These ideas, which apply
not only to military matters, but to public information and
humanitarian aid as well, could be the basis of a common approach,
developed under our joint leadership, to the problem of Croatia in
the medium term, with a view to the new mandate.

MOST BAMEDIA T2
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Further to our UNPROFOR-Z-1214 on the above, today Auger and
Abdul-Aziz met with 29 representatives of the mothers of missing
persons who expressed their frustration and sadness for not
receiving information on their fate from the organizations
concerned. Particular reference was made to 2600 persons from the
area of Vukovar in addition to several hundreds from other villages
and towns in the United Nations Protected Areas. They strongly
demanded to know the fate of their sons and requested that their
concern be conveyed to the Secretary-General for him to exert
utmost pressure on all concerned to settle this issue. They said
they would continue to demonstrate at the gate of UNPROFOR until
they received a satisfactory reply. It was made clear to them that
UNPROFOR is not in a position to provide such a reply. We offered,
however, to meet again with a small group on 4 October. In the
interim, we would obtain information from those directly concerned,

namely, the ICRC, the staff of the Special Rapporteur and the War

Crimes Commission, and thus be in a position to discuss what

further steps could be taken to determine the fate of the missing
persons. They agreed to this proposal. . -

DISTRIZUTION: Endall
AcTien . INFO"
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TO : ANNAN, UNATIONS NEW YORK —/2 352

INFO ¢ STOLTENBERG, ICFY UNOG

FROM %smmannms. UNPROFOR zasnx&' %447
DATE : 27 SEPTEMBER 1991

NUMBER : UNPROFOR-Z~- /3/7
SUBJECT: '

FUGEES

Yesterday saw a mass demonstration (perhaps 4,000) by Croatian
réefugees in Zagreb’s main eguare, followed by a march to UNPROFOR-
HQ (perhaps 500). Similar events occurred elsewhere. The Zagreb
demonstration was addressed by Seks, Deputy Prime Minister and,
until last week, Head of the Government’s Committee for UNPROFOR
(sarinig, Directer of National Security, has now taken over). The
Zagreb message wae "UNPROFOR go Home". Auger is today seeing a
small follow-up delegation of "Mothera of Vukovar". We attach
translations of the placards ~ which were in Croatlan,

Franch,
English - and a note by a local translator, You may thereby gauge
some of the local atmospherics and approaches. Understandably,
this group represents many of the most desperate.
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Seen at a Demonatration in Front of UNPROFOR HQ 7
46 September 1993

Butros Butros = potpora genocidu nad Hrvatima i nesrbima

(Butros Butros = supporter of genocide against Croatians and
non-serbs)

Thornberry = on a marre deo tromperies!
(Thornberry - we are fed up with lies!)

France-Britain ex keasas UN=-USA
Stop Serbian aggression

(France-Britain, EC, CSCE, UN-USA)
Metiez & exdcution les rééolutions d’UN
(Fulril the resclutions of the UN)
Vratite mi nmoga tatu!

(Give me back my father!)

Boutros laze kao 1 Sibi

(Boutros lles as much as the Serbs do)
vratite nam djecu iz logora

(Retursa our children from the camps)

France, Britain, ez, Kkess, UN, USA
where is your conscience?

(France, Britain, EC, CSCE, UN, USA)
Thornberry - stop deluging usl 2/
e e A——— T —

UN + Fagizam = Srbizam (Thie was a big sign.)
[Letter z in "Srbizam" was raplaced with the swastika.)

(UN + Fascism = Serbism)
where is my son?
Gdje su nasi ranijenici?

(Where are our wounded?)
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Same iz R. Hrvatska _nepoznata Je sudbina vise od dvadeset 15
tisuca osoba.

(Only in the Republi¢ of Croatia thée rate of more than 20,000

14,

15'

16,

17.

18.

19.

20.
21.

22,

people remains unknown.)

Mafia-UN - Verbrecher raus aus Kroatlen
(UN Mafia - gangsters get out of Croatia)
Vratite nam nase sinove

(Give us back our sons)

UNPROFOR = cuvar cetnika u nasim selima

(UNPROFOR - the guardian of the chetniks in our villages)

Start caring for Croatian in Croatia and Bosnia Herzegovina

Oslobodenje Hrvatskih teritorijal
Povratak Prognanikal )
Kaznjavanje Zlocinacal

(Libsration of Croatian territories!
Return of the refugeos!

Punishment for the criminalsl!)
Rendez-moli mon pére!

(Give me back my father!)

Major - Mitterand - fascists!

If you cannot do it - return the money and go away!

We support Tudjman and the Parliument

(Hotas taken by [ngesborq)
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Memo to the Press & Information Officers ??é;

Monday, 27 September, 1993

NOTE ON THE SUNDAY PROTEST RALLIES AGAINST THE UNPROFOR:

Judging by the footage given in the Sunday night TV reports
and the description of events in the Monday morning newspapers,
one could draw the c¢onclusion that the rallies were fully
orchestrated. In all the cases méntioned in the media, the
participants (and moust of tho speakers addressing the crowds) :
were displaced Croats from tha UNPAg, most often, il would seem, "
rrom Vukovar, Sector East. To all appearances, the spontaneous
participation of local reslidents was negligible.

The exiles from the UNPAs have Leéen organized for well over
a year now in the (state-alded) regional associations of
displaced Croats, and are easily mobilized through this network.,

The above 18 not an indication that the exiles’ sentiments
are anything but genuine, of course. They do harbor very strong
negative feelings towards the UNPROFOR. Thoe origin of such
negative stance lics partly in the fact that the UNPROFOR has
been originally introduced to them uneguivocally (and rather
unrealistically, with a lot of media hype) as the mechanism which
would enable their return to homes in the UNPAs in a very short
time. Needless to say, this has led to strong disappolntment.
The other part of the reason have been the shortcomings, real
and/or perceived, of the mission itself,

Such sentiments are to a certain extent shared by ths
population at large. Larger scale protest demenstratlons would
not be to@ hard to arrange, should the powaers-that-be find it
expedient to encourage them.

Produced by Brwo Oqorelec, Medls Analysls Unit, PIO, ext. 1456
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SUBJECT: CROATIAN MIG=-21S UPDATE

1 On 24 September, the UNMOs at Pleso
allowed access to the Croatian military side for the first time in
over a week. Inspection of the area revealed the presence of eight
MIG-21 aircraft (one grey, seven camouflaged). This is an increase
of one in the total number of aircraft previously observed, but an
increase of three in the number of camouflaged aircraft seen. The
previously seen aircraft inventory consisted of three grey MIG-2ls
(after the crash of one) and four camouflaged. It is possible that
two of the grey aircraft were repainted. However, we believe this

to be unlikely.

2's Qur assessment is, that the CAF has acquired at least one
additional MIG-21 aircraft. However, it is probable that they have
acquired three additional MIG-21 aircraft, from unknown sources,.
Since this was the first inspection performed by our UNMOs in 10
days, further inspection may reveal additional aircraft, or provide
more information on the exact breakdown of aircraft type at Pleso.
Patrols will be continued. Some recent Croatian official
statements have suggested that further aircraft may be about to

appear.

Endall

1922 nnm A~ I S
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SUBJECT: DAILY SITREp SECTOR SOUTH

MESSAGE

1. GENERAL SITUATION

A.STABLE BUT TENSE IN THL PODLAPAC VILTAGF (WK 50 37) AND IN
THE MEDAX POCKET.

B. CZECH BATT AOR

(1) CONFRONTATION LTNE: NTR.

'Z) MUVEMENL: FRUM CP U5 (WK 48> 46b6) TUWARDS L.JCKL OS1K: 7.
TRUCKS, 3 BUSE3R, 225 SOI.DTERS., ONE 105MM HOWITZER WaS MOVED TO
LICKI OSIX.

- FROM LICKI OSIK TOWARDS THE UNPA: 3 TRUCKS, ONE BUS AND
60 SOLDTERS. N

C. CAN BATT AOR: OPS CONT IN AOR. FREBAT 1 AND 3 HAVE
COMDLETED OWEEP IN THELR JRQTOR. MORE DODTERO WERRE FOUND FOR A
TOTAL OF 14 TO DATE. FREBAT ‘1 COY AWATTS FC DECISION TO GO
BACK TO THELlR UNLT CN 23 SEP.
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ATTN: COMMANDER FILE NO: COL. CORBERAND U hedrel
DRAFTER: MA TO FC |
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FAX NO. : : , Sy
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| SUBJECT :

LETTER FROM FC TO BRIG.GEN. NOVAKOVIC

PLEASE FORWARD ATTACHED LETTER TO BRIG.GEN. NOVAKOVIC UPON
RECEIPT.

THANKS AND REGARDS.

HGSS 284 Lue /?.-/gv,j
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UNPROFOR

Zagreb, 22 September 1993

Dear General,

[ have received your letter dated 18 September 1993 and [ can assure you that we are doing
olr best to ensure that the agreement concerning the MEDAK pocket is respected. To give
direct answers to the questions you ask, you should be aware that at the moment :

1) Itis still too dangerous for civilians to enter the villages and up to now tour T M
UNPROFOR vehicles have already sustained damage from anti-personnel and i
anti-tank mines, fortunately causing only five minor casualties,

2) UNPROFOR units including Engineers, Medical Teams and Protection
Forces, as well as representatives of Civil Affairs and C[VPOL have been

deployed to clear the terrain. [ assure you that this is our priority.

3) Search for missing or killed persons continues and during the past 24 hrs no people
or bodies were found. |

1) Mine lifting performed by Engineer units is in progress, but the work is going to |
be very complicated due to the lack of information on minefields from both Serb
|

and Croat sides. {

Also be aware that all possible efforts are made to resume the negotiations on a more general |
cease-fire as soon as possible, which is, as you know, our cornmon objective.

/ General C%

Force Commander

Brigadier General NOVAKOVIC
KNIN
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21 September 1883
MIL INFO SUMMARY NO 68

14 TO 21 SEPTEMBER 1893

INTRODUCTION

1, The situstion in the sectors was relatively quiet except in sector south and B.H. COMD.The
cenflict between HVO and BiH still continue in BH.The HVO trying to add pressure 2nd BiH is
launching several attacks with shelling from both sides.

SECTOR EAST

2. The situation in the sector remains stzble.The "SBC"(Slavonia Baranja Corps) is still
mobilized.During the night of 12-13 sep §3 a partial mobilization was noticed in the area of
KNEZEVI-VINQGRADI but the populztion hzs very low motivation because they don't want 1o
send soldiers to reinforce sector south,

3. On 17 sep,100 to 150 Serb"Arkan soldiers” were performing a force demOnerat!on along ?he
CFL between SARVAS(CR 3144) and BREADIN(CR 3625) in order to intimidzate the population.

4, Comment:lt is assessed thst the situstion in the sector will remszin calm in the nesr
future.Neither the Ctecats nor the RSK have the capabilities to perform an offensive activity.Beth
sides will probably mzintzin their defensives postures however if the situation deteriorates in
other sectors,the stztus czn change rapidly.

SECTOR WEST

5. The situation in the sector zppeared to be less tense than last week.Both CA and TOF seem
to be adepting a defensive posture. The REK has proved that it can hurt the Croatians by using its

anillery.
8. CommentThe situation is expected {o remain quiet.

SECTOR NORTH

7. Except {or the overflights of Croztians MIG21 aircrzfis the reporting period was generally more
guiet than the previous period.However the sifuation remains tense,
8. CommentThe future developement depends primarily on what i going on outside sector

north,

SECTOR SOUTH

8. The situation in sector south remains very fense following the Croatizn attack in the MEDAK
pocket on 8Sep.There has been stezdy arti fire exchange during the week in severz| areas which
escalated to the shelling of KNIN on 16 Sep.

10. Some reinforcement in the nonthern part of the Krajina mainly north of UBDINA and around
KORENICA.The level of military activity throughout the AOR has been high,

11. The CA have now withdrawn to the 9 Sep line and the SA has withdrawn {o a position of

zbout 600m of their front line in the MEDAK area.

12. Comments:The willingness of the Croats to withdraw from the MEDAK pocket indicates that
the operztion was a test or a loczl move. It surely boosted the morale of the Croatian people who
were expecting a successful operation as opposed to their unsuccessful operations in BH.The
Creats now know the reaction time and defense capability of the Serbs,and the Serbs will
readjust their defense posture in the Krajina.

13. It seemns thzt the Geneva t2lks have no or minimal influence on the operations in the
Krzjinas,

14. The Crozts keep the initiztive and the pressure on the Serbs due to their higher capacity to
producewar materials than the Serbs ,despite the fact that the Serbs have a lot of stocks.

15. The Croats are expected to prepare an offensive in the southern part of this sector a few
months after a cease fire has been sgreed in BH fearing in an influx of BSA troops to the
"RSK".Their intention seems 1o be 10 move on KNIN from the MILIEVC! plateau,

UN RESTRICTED




'CONFLICT IN CROATIA

Kenyan soldiers are greeted by displaced refugees living in an UNPROFOR-
protected compound in Podlug near Senkovae, Secter South
- Photo: ANDY BURRIDGE

From puge 3

«nd Medak in the areas of Obrovac, Mali
Cialic, Mali Alan. Ubdina and Gospic.

Serbian artillery resumed shelling the Sisak
refinery and  Karlovae was bit by several
hundred rounds throushout the day and the
evening, resulling in numsrous civilian casu-
alties, Among them were those injured by the
TROG-7 missile that struck Lucko in Zagreb

about 7 pom.

AL 8 aum. un Sunday. 12 Seplember, eight
muluple-lavnch rockets landed in the area of
Samobor to the west of Zagreh. Karlavac also
cantinued 10 be shelled.

The cease-fire negotiations scheduled for
that dav were cancclled afler the Serhian side
relusted ta attend while offensive actions hy
the Craanan Army continued in the "pink
sonex” and the Sectars,

At 830 p.m.. General Cot sent an identical
proposal to General Bobetko in Zagreb and
Cieneral Navakovic in Knin for a cease-firc
and withdrawal wo the positions held hefore 9
September.

The proposal urged the resumption of
veuse-fire ralks between the parties and rec-
ommended hnding a local solution in the
Mudak area as a firsc step lowards defusing
the tensc situation,

This solution would include the withdrawal
of Croatian foreas from the areas captured

aller 9-10 September, followed by a strong
UNPROFOQR presence in the area.

It also urged a firm commitment from both
sides that they would stop shelling civilian
targets fromnoan, 13 September, and that the
Serbs specifically guarantee thal (rom that
time until the conclusion of the cease-fire
negotiations heavy weapons such as rockets
or mulliple-rocker launchers would not be
uscd.

AL 12,30 p.m.. 13 September, the Force
Commander received a letrer from Cieneral
Novakovie that aceepted most of the propos-
als. At 3 p.m., General Cot received a re-
sponse from the Croatian Dirgclor of Na-
tional Sccurity, Mr Sarinic, followed by a
(ctter from General Babetko, who indicated
that Croatian acczptance would be subject (o
UNPROFOR's taking exclusive control of
the three villages oceupied by Croatian (orces
on 9-10 Seprember.

General Cot then began (rying 10 secure
full implementation of the proposal, and
through Mr Stoltenberg informed the Seera-
tary-Cieneral, Mr Boutros Boutros-Ghali, of
the situation and of the ongoing heavy fight-
ing around Karlovac, Kostajnica. Sisak,
Petrinja, Glina and many other locations in,
and adjacent to, Scctors North and South.

The UN Sceurity Council, expressing pro-
found concern at reports of recent military
hostilities in Croatia, called on the Croatian

Covernment to withdraw its armed [orces (o
paositians before 9 September and called on
Serbian farces to halt all provocalive military
acuon.

(General Cor visited the conlrontatiun line
in the Blinski Kut, Moscenici and Glinska
Poljana areas to inspect the deployment of
troops during the recent (ighting, Afrer re-
turing to Zagreb, Gencral Cot wrale in 1
leteer Lo Sector North Commander, Briga-
dicr-General B, Hesselberg: 1 was able (0
mcasure, on the ground, the extent of the
good work accomplished by your units .. by
maviag in between the combatants in order
ta calm tempers and help the populations |
wauld like this cxemplary work ta be belter
acknowledged in all places. but 1t is enough
for us to be sure that we arc working (o
peace, despite all the difficulties.”

By 14 September, the parties had_notfor-
mally agreed 1o the proposal. altioughiren-
sions along the front line in Sector SGuth_-
particularly in the Medak pocker - haddimin-
ishcd.

Secror North, however, remained rense.
UN Military Observers and LINPROFOR
troops reported Croatian Air Foree MIG-21
jets in action aver the Sector éarly in the
morning, with rocket atlacks on Blatusa. ncar
Vrginmost, at §.37 a.m.. and bombs dropped
near Gradusa at 6.40 a.m.

One of th