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GA/PAL/96
30 November 1981

SECRETARY-GtfNEPAL'S STATEMENT AT SPECIAL M3T3TTWG TO MAUK DRY

OF SOI.IDfiP.ITY WITH PALESTIMIAM PEOPLS

Following is the text of a statement i?.ade by Secretary-General Kurt
Waldhsim this morning at a special meeting held by the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People to corre&emorate
the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian Peoples

The annual observance of the International Bay of Solidarity with the
Palestinian People is not only s. reflection of our deep concern for the
Palestinian people but also a striking reminder that the question of their
legitimate rights lies at the core of the complex situation in the Fiddle East,

In spite of the efforts made by this Organisation for the past 33 years,
little progress has been made towards the comprehensive settlement that alone
can ultimately ensure a peaceful and just future fcr all the nations and
peoples c>£ that reyion., Such a settlement would defuse once and for all a
crisis which bears the explosive potential of a conflict that would seriously
endanger international peace and security,,

The fundamental issues are well known. They have been spelled out in
resolutions adopted both by the General Assembly and the Security Council „
They include the inalienable rigiits of the Palestinian people, their right to
se 1 f -de ternr.i nation, withdrawal from occupied territories and the right of all
States in the area to live in peace, within secure and recognized boundaries .
Also important to peace in the area is the resolution cf the question of
Jerusalem,

The lack of progress in the search for a solution of this long-standing
problem does not release this Organization from the exercise of its
responsibilities „ nor should it diminish its determination to make progress in
the attainment of peace and security . Indeed, the more intractable the
problem proves to be, the more necessary does it become for the United Nations
to persevere in its efforts to fine! a just and comprehensive solution,

As part of its effort to deal with this complex problem the General
Assembly, at its thirtieth session, established the Committee on the Exercise
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People with a mandate to draw up
a programme for the implementation of the inalienable rights of the

(more} _ _ _
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Palestinian people which it had already reaffirmed. The Committee has made
recommendations which the General Assembly has endorsed repeatedly. Those
recommendations, reflecting as they do the attitude of the majority of the
membership,, ultimately cannot fail to have an impact on the situation.

What is required is the political will of all parties to the dispute to
make a determined effort to see an end to this problem and to restore peace
and tranquility to a troubled region. Negotiations to this end must involve
all of the parties concerned including the Palestine Liberation Organization,
At the same time actions must be avoided which would exacerbate tension and
make a settlement more difficult to achieve,

Mr. Chairman, the Committee, under your able leadership, is to be
commended for its untiring efforts on behalf of Palestinian rights. The work
that your Committee is doing, no less than the General Assembly's decision to
commemorate this Day, is a constant reminder to the Palestinian people that
the international community is deeply concerned about their plight and the
need to assure implementation of their rights.

* *** *



DRAFT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S STATEMENT ON THE INTERNATIONAL

DAY OF SOLIDARITY WITH THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE

30 NOVEMBER 1981

The annual observance of the International Day of Solidarity

with the Palestinian People is not only a reflection of our deep

concern for the Palestinian people but also a striking reminder

that the question of their rights lies at the core of the complex

situation in the Middle East.

In spite of the efforts made by this Organization for the

past 33 years, little progress has been made towards the com-

prehensive settlement that alone can ultimately ensure a peaceful

and just future for all the nations and peoples of that region

and defuse once and for all a crisis which bears the explosive

potential of a conflict that would seriously endanger international

peace and security.

The fundamental issues are well known. They have been

spelled out in resolutions adopted both by the General Assembly

and the Security Council. They include the right of all States

in the area to live in peace, within secure and recognized

boundaries, free from threats or acts of force, the inalienable

rights of the Palestinian people, including their right to self-

determination, and withdrawal from occupied territories. Also

important to peace in the area is the resolution of the question

of Jerusalem.
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The lack of progress in the search for a solution of

this long-standing problem does not release this Organization

from the exercise of its responsibilities, nor should it

diminish its determination to make progress in the attainment

of peace and security. Indeed, the more intractable the

problem proves to be, the more necessary does it become for

the United Nations to persevere in its efforts to find a just

and comprehensive solution.

As part of its effort to deal with this complex problem

the General Assembly, at its Thirtieth Session, established

the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the

Palestinian People with a mandate to draw up a programme for

the implementation of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian

people which it had already reaffirmed. The Committee has made

recommendations which the General Assembly has endorsed

repeatedly. Those recommendations, reflecting as they do the

attitude of the majority of the membership, cannot fail to have

an impact on the situation.

What is required is the political will of all parties to

the dispute to make a determined effort to see an end to this

problem and to restore peace and tranquility to a troubled

region. At the same time actions must be avoided which would

exacerbate tension and make a settlement more difficult to

achieve.
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Mr. Chairman, the Committee, under your able leadership,

is to be commended for its untiring efforts on behalf of

Palestinian rights. The work that your Committee is doing,

no less than the General Assembly's decision to commemorate

this Day, is a constant reminder to the Palestinian people

that the international community is deeply concerned about

their plight and the need to assure implementation of their

rights.
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SECRETARY-GENERAL' S STATEMENT TO ASSEMBLY ON ANNIVERSARY

OF ASIAN-AFRICAN LEGAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

Following is the text of a statement made by Secretary-General Kurt
Waldheim to the General Assembly this afternoon in connection with the agenda
item on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Asian-African Legal Consultative
Committees

I thank you for giving me this opportunity to extend my warm
congratulations to the members of the Asian-African Legal Consultative
Committee which recently celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary. It is most
appropriate that this important milestone in the history of the Committee
should be commemorated by the General Assembly„

The Committee, which emergea as a result of the historic Bandung
Conference, has proved to be a major forum for Asian-African consultation and
co-operation in the legal field. It has also been a channel for transmitting
knowledge of the s*«jjtet legal traditions of Asia and Africa to other regions of
the world. t\<

Over the years, the Committee has oriented its activities to complement
the work of the United Nations in many spheres^ It is gratifying that it has
maintained close relations with the legal bodies of the United Nations,
particularly the International Law Commission and the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law.

Moreover, the Committee has made substantive contributions to various
multilateral conventions and other international legal instruments covering
very large areas of public and private international law. By virtue of its
prestige and influence, it has played a major role in facilitating the
adoption and ratification of such instruments by Asian and African countries^
This has been of great help in promoting the development and wider acceptance
of international law in relations among States„

The granting of observer status to the Asian-African Legal Consultative
Committee by the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session formally
reflects the recognition by the United Nations of the Committee's constructive
role- I wish once again to express my deep appreciation of the valuable
results achieved by the Committee which augur well for its work in the years
ahead. I am sure that the Committee will continue to maintain close
co-operation with the United Nations and strive with dedication towards
establishing a more equitable world order based on universally accepted
principles of law.

* *** *
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i
STATEMENT OF THE SECRETARY- GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS
ON THE COMMEMORATION OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF

THE ASIAN-AFRICAN LEGAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
_ (GENERAL ASSEMBLY AGENDA ITEM NO. 127) _

18 November 1981

Mr. President:

I thank you for giving me this opportunity to extend my

warm congratulations to the members of the Asian-African Legal

Consultative Committee which recently celebrated its twenty-fifth

anniversary. It is most appropriate that this important milestone

in the history of the Committee should be commemorated by the

General Assembly.

The Committee, which emerged as a result of the historic

Bandung Conference, has proved to be a major forum for Asian-

African consultation and co-operation in the legal field. It

has also been a channel for transmitting knowledge of the rich

legal traditions of Asia and Africa to other regions of the

world.

Over the years, the Committee has oriented its activities to

complement the work of the United Nations in many spheres. It

is gratifying that it has maintained close relations with the

legal bodies of the United Nations, particularly the International

Law Commission and the United Nations Commission on International

Trade Law. Moreover, the Committee has made substantive

contributions to various multilateral conventions and other

international legal instruments covering very large areas of
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public and private international law. By virtue of its prestige

and influence, it has played a major role in facilitating the

adoption and ratification of such instruments by Asian and

African countries. This has been of great help in promoting

the development and wider acceptance of international law in

relations among states.

The granting of observer status to the Asian-African Legal

Consultative Committee by the General Assembly at its thirty-

fifth session formally reflects the recognition by the United

Nations of the Committee's constructive role. I wish once again

to express my deep appreciation of the valuable results achieved

by the Committee which augur well for its work in the years ahead.

I am sure that the Committee will continue to maintain close

co-operation with the United Nations and strive with dedication

towards establishing a more equitable world order based on

universally accepted principles of law.

MYB/lb
13/11/81
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urv- l- Mr. Stanley Raisen, UNA/USA

SECRETARY-GENERAL'S MESSAGE TO THE UNA/USA ANNUAL
UN DAY BALL FOR THE PRINTED PROGRAMME

It is always a special pleasure for me to address a

word of warm welcome to everyone at the Annual UN Day Ball.

In doing so, I also voice my deep appreciation of the

dedicated efforts being made by the United Nations Association

of the United States of America to create a better public

understanding of the challenges confronting the world and

of the responses to them shaped by our Organisation.

Your coming here is evidence of your moral support for

what the United Nations is striving to achieve — an

international order which should be based on peace, justice

and tolerance among peoples, which should uphold the dignity

of the human person and promote social progress and better
i

standards of life in larger freedom around the globe.

It is an unending enterprise. As it involves the working

of great historic forces and the interplay of vast and diverse

interests, none of us, I suppose, is so naive as to look for

a short road to Utopia.- At the same time, none of us need

regard the obstacles we encounter as insurmountable. In an

age when, thanks to modern communications, the world's nations

have become neighbours of one another, we cannot resign

ourselves to the belief that suspicions are irremovable and
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the fears and hates and prejudices which are a legacy of

the past can never be overcome. At the stage when science

and technology have provided us the means to reduce human

suffering and enhance the human potential, we cannot accept

the persistence of poverty and ignorance as the ineluctable

fate of large segments of mankind.

We have no option but to persevere in the efforts to

defuse tensions, control conflicts, encourage the peaceful

settlement of disputes and keep the attention of nations

focussed on their common interests, transcending all their

differences. In the great task of building a reliable
i

framework for the survival and progress of the world community,

occasional frustrations and setbacks are inevitable. However,

let no one believe that the endeavour so far has been without

tangible success. If today the world community consists of

independent, sovereign states, the credit in no small measure

goes to the cardinal role which the United Nations played in

the process of decolonization. Furthermore, the evidence of

what the United Nations has accomplished in the last three

dozen years is to be seen in the operations to keep the peace

in areas of conflict, in the succour that it has brought to
i

millions of people homeless and adrift, in the campaigns to

eradicate diseases, in the vital aid it has provided to those

who face natural disasters or famine. It is also apparent in
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numerous campaigns directed towards global aims like greater

food production, the supply of clean water, the protection

of the environment and the betterment of the place in human
!

society of its disadvantaged members: women, children, the

aging and the disabled. For the first time in history, we see

the emergence of a genuine international community composed

of inter-dependent nations. The working structure for achieving
!

its common purposes is provided by the United Nations.

i
As we salute the thirty-sixth anniversary of the founding

i
of the United Nations, therefore,jlet us reaffirm our faith

in not only its continuing relevance but also its capacity

as an instrument for peaceful change towards a saner, healthier,

less violent and less wasteful future. For this capacity to

be fully realized, the support of;an informed public is a
i

prime pre-reguisite. It is you and people like you in other
j

countries that provide us strength and inspiration for our

endeavours. I thank you once again and I wish you a most

enjoyable evening.
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SECRETARY-GENBTIAL'S STATEMENT AT RECEPTION MARKING TWENTY-FIFTH ANWIVgllSARY

OS' FIRST UNITED NATIONS PEACE-KEEPING, FORCE

Following is the text of remarks by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim at a
reception given by the International Peace Academy (IPA) at Headquarters this
evening to mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of the first United Hations '
Emergency Force (UNEF);

I am happy to welcor the International Peace Academy and itc guests to
this twenty-fifth annive*. ary commemoration of the first United Nations
peace-keeping force, UNEI In particular we are honoured by the presence of
General Barns, the first Commander of that force and a veteran and pioneer of
United Nations peace-keeping, and Euth Bunche, whose husband vras the main
architect of the original peace-keeping operations.

It is also a pleasure to have General Kartola with us — he was the first
Military Adviser to the Secretary-General and later served with great
distinction as Commander of UNFICYP.

The creation of UNEF I at the height of the Suez crisis in 1956 was a
landmark in the history of the United Nations, It was a key factor in
resolving an extremely serious international crisis,, It was also a major step
forward in the technique of peace-keeping, which is one of the original
creations of the United Nations. It provided the model for future
peace-keeping operations in various parts of the world. In all, 13
peace-keeping operations have been set up by the United Nations to control
conflicts and maintain peace in various parts of the world.

Some 340,000 military personnel from over 50 Member States have served
with United Nations peace-keeping operations? over 600 of these have died in
the service of peace. The blue berets and blue helmets have come to
symbolize, in a unique way, the ideals of this Organization and its
capability, in practical and impartial ways, to defuse dangerous situations.

Indeed, the task of conflict management is now central to the
responsibilities of the United Nations. The peace-keeping operations provide
the time, and the opportunity, in which adversaries can work towards the
solution of deep underly:' g disputes. It is important that this time be well
used, for peace-keeping !. _ itself provides no fundamental solution, and it

For information media —- not ar, official record
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must never be used as an alibi to avoid the serious decisions that only
political will, understanding and courage can bring. In commemorating the
twenty-fifth anniversary of UNEF, therefore, I would hope that the devotion of
our soldiers for peace will be matched by the political resolve to settle, in
their essentials, the disputes that have occasioned the peace-keeping
operations of the United Nations.

I am very glad that the IPA had the excellent idea of holding this
important birthday partya 'Amid so much criticism, we do v/ell to remember the
successes of the United Nations and the indispensable role of United Nations
peace-keeping operations.

I wish to thank General .Rikhye for his initiative in arranging this
commemoration both of a great international achievement and of those who made
it possible.

It now gives me great pleasure to present, on behalf of the International
Peace Academy, this first Distinguished Peace-keepers award to General Burns
in recognition of his outstanding service to the cause of peace.

* *** *
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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL AT COMMEMORATION

OF BICENTENNIAL OF BIRTH OF ANDRES BELLO

Following is the text of a statement made by Secretary-General Kurt
Waldheim at a meeting commemorating the bicentennial of the birth of Andres
Bello, held this afternoon at Headquarters by the Latin American Group of the
Whole:

I would like to thank the Latin American Group for giving me this
opportunity to join in honouring the memory of Andres Bello. In organizing
this observance, the Group is paying a well-deserved tribute to an illustrious
figure in the rich intellectual tradition of Latin America. I should like to
welcome former President Rafael Caldera of Venezuela, who has proved, in his
writings and actions, that he is not only a great admirer of Andres Bello, but
also a dedicated promoter of his principles and ideas,,

The breadth and scope of Bello1s mind embraced such diverse fields as
poetry and philology, literary criticism and law, education and
statesmanship. In this respect, he was truly a renaissance man. He left the
imprint of his versatile genius equally on the world of letters and the world
of action. A renowned poet, he was also the leading authority on Spanish
grammar. An eminent educator, he also became a founder of Chile's civil
code. As if these achievements were not enough, he played a leading role in
the formulation of the Chilean Civil Code which has had an influence
throughout the continent comparable to that of the Napoleonic Code in Europe.
In literature and the enrichment of language, in the construction of a system
of education and in the making of laws, he had a record of accomplishments
which places him in the rank of those who can justly be called the architects
of civilization.

Bello's juridical writings show his pragmatic approach to the study of
jurisprudence and to the application and interpretation of law. He promoted
the knowledge of such questions as sovereignty in its various forms, including
territory, authority and citizenship, and he was a genuine believer in common
sense and social justice as the fundamental vehicles for the implementation of
legal statutes.

As an internationalist, Bello was far in advance of his age. He was one
of the founders of what is now known as Inter-American international law and

(more)
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his books on the subject, including rules on diplomatic and consular
relations, constitute a brilliant exposition of the basic tenets of the first
body of international law developed in the third world. Bello emerges in this
context not only as an idealist, but also as a consummate practitioner of new
notions of international juridical order. The high esteem in which Belle's
approach to international problems was regarded led to his appointment as an
arbitrator in many disputes. He always carried out such assignments with
independence, good judgement and a deep sense of responsibility.

Andres Bello was a friend and teacher of Simon Bolivar, the great
liberator of Latin America, whose vision of international co-operation remains
a source of lasting inspiration for all of us today. The ideals of democracy
and freedom transcending national frontiers which were shared by these men are
the same ideals that govern our endeavours at the United Nations. In paying
our whole-hearted tribute to Andres Bello, therefore, we rededicate ourselves
to peace and international understanding, which are essential for preserving
humanity's cultural heritage.

* *** *
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SECRETARY-GENERAL'S STATEMENT TO 1981 DEVELOPMENT PLEDGING CONFERENCE

Following is the text of a statement made this morning by
Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim to the 1981 United Nations Pledging Conference
for Development Activities;

I welcome you to the 1981 United Nations Pledging Conference for
Development Activities.

This annual conference provides the opportunity for all Governments to
demonstrate anew their confidence in the operational activities of the United
Nations system for development. Designed to provide direct support for
economic and social programmes of developing countries, these activities seek
to translate into reality, at the country level, the Charter objective of
promoting co-operation in solving international economic problems.
Collectively they constitute a unique international partnership freely entered
into by all members of the world community. Drawing upon technical know-how
the world over, this partnership provides indispensable assistance to the
efforts of developing countries to attain self-sustained growth by enhancing
the use of their human, material and financial resources.

This endeavour is currently under serious threat because of the declining
level of concessional resources available in real terms. The situation is
compounded by uncertainty over future resource prospects, by delays in payment
and by other existing constraints. Unless this deterioration is halted and
reversed, activities will have to be reduced, forward commitments will have to
be cut back, and the system of multilateral co-operation for development will
suffer further erosion.

My concern is fully shared by my colleagues in the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination which last week adopted a statement on the subject
for presentation to the General Assembly. The ACC stressed that at a time
when interdependence was acknowledged as the keystone of world economic
prosperity and development, a reduction in resources in support of development
activities could only be detrimental to developed, as well as developing,
countries.

It is vitally important, therefore, that the role of the programmes and
funds included in this Pledging Conference be sustained at the level envisaged

(more)
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in existing plans. To the extent that they attract the needed voluntary
contributions, they constitute a most practical demonstration of the
commitment of Member Governments to mutual assistance avid tr.ul trilateral
co-operation for steady international development.

I would first like to mention the major programmes and then turn to
others which, though relatively limited in their scope, seek to answer vital
needs in their respective spheres.

The objectives of the United Nations Development Programme (UNT)P) are to
promote development by enhancing human skills, discovering possibilities for
productive investment and advancing the self-reliance of developing
countries. It is significant that the Governing Council of the Programme has
decided to direct 80 per cent of its resources to countries wif.h an annual par
capita gross national product of less than $500.

The funding needs of UNDP require an average annual grox^th in voluntary
contributions of 14 per cent which is less than the inflation rate in many
countries. It is disappointing that the results of the lact Pledging
Conference reflected a decline in the real level of these contributions. I
would, therefore, consider it crucial at this particular time that ail
countries act in unity to meet the immense development challenges of the
present decade by generously providing the needed resources to UNDP, beginning
with the first year of the 1982-1986 programming cycle.

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) aims at improving the
well-being of children — humanity's most precious and yat most vulnerable
resource. Currently, UNICEF finds itself compelled to curtail its plans
because of the rise in the foreign exchange value of tlie ooliar and the need
to rebuild its liquidity provision. Its programs^ expenditures for 1982 and
1983 are respectively 16 per cent and 31 per cent less than the amounts
projected in the Medium-Term Work Plan adopted in 1980. The country
programmes are being reduced by about 20 per cent. UNICEF io therefore
ceeking adequate contributions in order to tide over an especially difficult
phase =

The United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) is designed to
play a leading role in promoting population programmes in developing
countries. As of October 1981, cumulative pledges to it from 130 donor
countries, amounting to over $850 million, have supported more than 3,000
projects in 137 countries and Territories. However, the value of the pledges
made for last year and the present has fallen considerably short of its
targets while demands for population assistance have far outstripped the
financial resources currently available. It is my hope that all countries
will heed the call made in the International Development Strategy for the
1980s to increase the level of population assistance. UK?1 PA needs $144
million to meet the 1982 approval authority set for it by the Governing
Council of the UNDP in June.

(more)
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I would now turn to the various funds and accounts administered by UNDP.
The Special Measures Fund for the Least Developed Countries has been mentioned
by the recent Paris Conference as a channel for additional resources needed
for the implementation of the new programme of action for the least developed
countries.

The United Nations Special Fund for Land-locked Developing Countries
assists these countries in taking measures to offset their particular problems
through improved transport facilities, greater regional co-operation and
better access to trade. The activities of this Fund have been hampered by
very limited pledges for the current year.

The United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office effectively serves the needs of
recovery and rehabilitation programmes of eight drought-stricken Sahelian
countries and of the fight against desertification in 19 countries of the
Sudano-Sahelian region. Currently, UNSO is assisting in the implementation of
over 300 priority projects. Substantial voluntary contributions to the United
Nations Trust Fund for Sudano-Sahelian Activities are essential for providing
its operations with a realiable financial base.

The United Nations Capital Development Fund provides the least developed
countries with capital assistance directed to the achievement of economic
growth and diversification of their economies. It is receiving a growing
number of requests for assistance.

Another important areas with which UNDP has been concerned is that of
financing the application of science and technology for development. I would
urge all Governments to increase their support for this vital endeavour. The
Interim Fund for Science and Technology for Development has received over 850
project proposals from about 80 developing countries but from the target of
$250 million set for this Fund by the General Assembly, only $40 million have
been pledged by Governments so far.

The other funds or accounts which come under the umbrella of UNDP are the
Energy Account and the Revolving Fund for Natural Resources. Both seek to
help developing countries, particularly the poorest of them, in important
programmes and projects which they cannot finance themselves. Finally, there
is the United Nations Volunteers programme which provides professional,
technical and practical skills through volunteers receiving a modest
remuneration.

Coming now to other important funds or programmes, the United Nations
Industrial Development Fund is intended to increase the resources of the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and enhance its
capacity to meet the needs of developing countries for accelerated and
self-sustained growth in the industrial field. The Fund is used in particular
for technical co-operation activities of an innovative kind which are
co-ordinated with those financed from other sources. If the Fund is to play
its proper role, it needs both a greater inflow of resources and multiyear
pledging to facilitate the preparation and implementation of programmes and

(more)
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projects. The more general the contribution, the more flexibly can its
resources be employed to respond promptly to a wide variety of requests.

The Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women has rapidly
reached a funding total of 220 projects, 80 per cent of which are implemented
at the country level and most of which take place in least developed,
land-locked or island countries. With its resources concentrated on the
self-assisted activities of rural and poor urban women, it is an innovative
Fund which deserves the full support of Member States for reaching the goals
endorsed by the international community., The International Research and
Training Institute for the Advancement of Women is an autonomous body which
can be helped by your support to maintain the necessary focus on women in the
ongoing development concerns of the United Nations.

The Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation has, since 1976, had
voluntary pledges amounting to around §10 million from 53 developing and 13
industrialized countries. There is a gap of approximately $10 million between
the resources available and the requests for implementing the 1982-1983 work
programme. I hope that your pledges today will close this gap and thus help
in the carrying out of activities which aim at improving the living conditions
of the poorest segments of the population in both urban and rural settlements
throughout the world. I may mention here that the projects of this Foundation
include those which are designed to cover emergency situations following
natural disasters or upheavals.

The years 1978 to 1988 have been proclaimed as the Transport and
Communications Decade for Africa with the aim of promoting the integration of
transport and communications so as to increase trade among African countries
and open up land-locked and isolated regions. This is fundamental to the
social and economic development of Africa. The approved programme for the
first phase of the Decade is estimated to cost approximately $9 billion.
Until now, funding in the order of JJ14.4 billion has been secured on a
bilateral basis for 298 projects. This is evidence of the considerable effort
made by the African countries. They now seek substantial financial support
from the international community for completing the programme on a
multilateral basis and overcoming the difficulties felt at present in the
implementation of regional and subregional projects and specific studies. A
related fund is the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development
Activities which receives contributions from African Governments at the
biennial pledging conferences convened by the Economic Commission for Africa.

The United Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations is receiving an
increasing number of requests from Governments for advisory and training
services. These can be fulfilled with the help of contributions to the Trust
Fund of this Centre.

The Special Account, established in March 1979 for financing the plan of
action to combat desertification, remains at a level which is far below its
objectives. The General Assembly and the Governing Council of the United
Nations Environment Programme have appealed for generous contributions to it.

(more)
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The need for the 10-year-old United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control
remains as great as before because, while encouraging progress has been made
in this field in several countries, the problem has not abated on the whole.
The Fund needs the financial support of Governments to continue its work in
diverse countries and parts of the world in order to deal with a major social
afflication of our time.

Finally, I would mention the Trust Fund for the Economic Commission for
Western Asia Regional Activities which helps to finance services in the
-various fields of..economic--and social development in the least developed
states members of the Commission. The requirements for priority areas amount
to about. §2 million.

In conclusion, I wish to express my confidence 'that the results of this
Conference will fully reflect the spirit of international solidarity which
motivates development.assistance. The critical situation we are facing 'at
present further ...emphasizes the vital, role played by the Programmes and.Funds
of the United Nations system in the proces-s of development.. All of them
require- increased..or sustained -contributions^ I hope this Conference will
show that your Governments, appreciate their importance and wish to give them--'
full support. In the context-of interdependence, this will-be-material-pr-jocf"
of your commitment to social and economic progress around the globe.

* *** *
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OPENING OF THE PLEDGING CONFERENCE FOR DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES

3 NOVEMBER 1981

Distinguished Delegates:

I welcome you to the 1981 United Nations Pledging

Conference for Development Activities.

This annual conference provides the opportunity

for all governments to demonstrate anew their confidence

in the operational activities of the United Nations

system for development. Designed to provide direct

support for economic and social programmes of developing

countries, these activities seek to translate into

reality, at the country level, the Charter objective of

promoting co-operation in solving international economic

problems. Collectively they constitute a unique

international partnership freely entered into by all

members of the world community. Drawing upon technical

know-how the world over, this partnership provides

indispensable assistance to the efforts of developing

countries to attain self-sustained growth by enhancing

the use of their human, material and financial resources,



This endeavour is currently under serious threat

because of the declining level of concessional resources

available in real terms. The situation is compounded

by uncertainty over future resource prospects, by delays

in payment and by other existing constraints. Unless this

deterioration is halted and reversed, activities will have

to be reduced, forward commitments will have to be cut

back, and the system of multilateral co-operation for

development will suffer further erosion.

My concern is fully shared by my colleagues in the

Administrative Committee on Co-ordination which •

last week adopted a statement on the subject for presentation

to the General Assembly. The ACC stressed that at a

time when interdependence was acknowledged as the keystone

of world economic prosperity and development, a reduction

in resources in support of development activities could

only be detrimental to developed, as well as developing,

countries. It is vitally important, therefore, that the

role of the programmes and funds included in this

Pledging Conference be sustained at the level envisaged

in existing plans. To the extent that they attract the

needed voluntary contributions, they constitute a most

practical demonstration of the commitment of Member governments

to mutual assistance and multilateral co-operation for

steady international development.
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I would first like to mention the major programmes

and then turn to others which, though relatively limited

in their scope, seek to answer vital needs in their

respective spheres.

The objectives of the United Nations Development

Programme (UNDP) are to promote development by enhancing

human skills, discovering possibilities for productive

investment and advancing the self-reliance of developing

countries. It is significant that the Governing Council

of the Programme has decided to direct 80 per cent of its

resources to countries with an annual per capita gross
*

national product of less than $500.

The funding needs of UNDP require an average annual

growth in voluntary contributions of 14 per cent which

is less than the inflation rate in many countries.

It is disappointing that the results of the last

Pledging Conference reflected a decline in the real

level of these contributions. I would, therefore,

consider it crucial at this particular time that all

countries act in unity to meet the immense development

challenges of the present decade by generously providing

the needed resources to UNDP, beginning with the first year

of the 1982-1986 programming cycle.



The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)

aims at improving the well-being of children —

humanity's most precious and yet most vulnerable

resource. Currently, UNICEF finds itself compelled

to curtail its plans because of the rise in the foreign

exchange value of the dollar and the need to rebuild

its liquidity provision. Its programme expenditures

for 1982 and 1983 are respectively 16 per cent and

31 per cent less than the amounts projected in the Medium

Term Work Plan adopted in 1980. The country programmes

are being reduced by about 20 per cent. UNICEF is therefore

seeking adequate contributions in order to tide-over an

especially difficult phase.

The United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA)

is designed to play a leading role in promoting population

programmes in developing countries. As of October 1981,

cumulative pledges to it from 130 donor countries,

amounting to over $850 million, have.supported more than

3,000 projects in 137 countries and territories.

However, the value of the pledges made for last year and

the present has fallen considerably short of its targets

while demands for population assistance have far

outstripped the financial resources currently available.

It is my hope that all countries will heed the call made

in the International Development Strategy for the 1980's

to increase the level of population assistance.
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UNFPA needs $144 million to meet the 1982 approval

authority set for it by the Governing Council of

the UNDP in June.

I would now turn to the various funds and accounts

administered by UNDP. The Special Measures Fund for the

Least Developed Countries has been mentioned by the

recent Paris Conference as a channel for additional

resources needed for the implementation of the new

programme of action for the least developed countries.

The United Nations Special Fund for Land-locked

Developing Countries assists these countries in taking

measures to offset their particular problems through

improved transport facilities, greater regional

co-operation and better access to trade. The activities

of this Fund have been hampered by very limited

pledges for the current year.

The United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office effectively

serves the needs of recovery and rehabilitation programmes

of eight drought-stricken Sahelian countries and of the

fight against desertification in 19 countries of the

Sudano-Sahelian region. Currently, UNSO is assisting

in the implementation of over 300 priority projects.
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Substantial voluntary contributions to the United

Nations Trust Fund for Sudano-Sahelian Activities are

essential for providing its operations with a

reliable financial base.

The United Nations Capital Development Fund

provides the least developed countries with capital

assistance directed to the achievement of economic

growth and diversification of their economies.

It is receiving a growing number of requests for

assistance.

ft

Another important area with which UNDP has been

concerned is that of financing the application of science

and technology for development. I would urge all

governments to increase their support for this vital

endeavour. The Interim Fund for Science and Technology

for Development has received over 850 project proposals

from about 80 developing countries but from the target of

$250 million set for this Fund by the General Assembly/

only $40 million have been pledged by Governments so far.

The other funds or accounts which come under the

umbrella of UNDP are the Energy Account and the Revolving

Fund for Natural Resources. Both seek to help developing

countries, particularly the poorest of them, in important

programmes and projects which they cannot finance themselves,



Finally, there is the United Nations Volunteers programme

which provides professional, technical and practical

skills through volunteers receiving a modest

remuneration.

Coming now to other important funds or programmes,

the United Nations Industrial Development Fund is

intended to increase the resources of the United Nations

Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and enhance

its capacity to meet the needs of developing countries

for accelerated and self-sustained growth in the

industrial field. The Fund is used in particular

for technical co-operation activities of an innovative

kind which are co-ordinated with those financed from other

sources. If the Fund is to play its proper role, it

needs both a greater inflow of resources and multi-year

pledging to facilitate the preparation and implementation

of programmes and projects. The more general the

contribution, the more flexibly can its resources be

employed to respond promptly to a wide variety of requests.

The Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for

Women has rapidly reached a funding total of 220 projects,

80 per cent of which are implemented at the country level and

most of which take place in least developed, land-locked

or island countries.
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With its resources concentrated on the self-assisted

activities of rural and poor urban women, it is an

innovative Fund which deserves the full support of member

states for reaching the goals endorsed by the

international community. The International Research

and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women is

an autonomous body which can be helped by your support

to maintain the necessary focus on women in the ongoing

development concerns of the United Nations.

The Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation has,

since 1976, had voluntary pledges amounting to around

$10 million from 53 developing and 13 industrialized

countries. There is a gap of approximately $10 million

between the resources available and the requests for

implementing the 1982-1983 work programme. I hope that

your pledges today will close this gap and thus help in

the carrying out of activities which aim at improving

the living conditions of the poorest segments of the

population in both urban and rural settlements throughout

the world. I may mention here that the projects of this

Foundation include those which are designed to cover

emergency situations following natural disasters or

upheavals.
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The years 1978 to 1988 have been proclaimed as the

Transport and Communications Decade for Africa with the

aim of promoting the integration of transport and

communications so as to increase trade among African

countries and open up land-locked and isolated regions.

This is fundamental to the social and economic development

of Africa. The approved programme for the first

phase of the Decade is estimated to cost approximately

$9 billion. Until now, funding in the order of

$4.4 billion has been secured on a bilateral basis for

298 projects. This is evidence of the considerable

effort made by the African countries. They now seek

substantial financial support from the international

community for completing the programme on' a multilateral

basis and overcoming the difficulties felt at present

in the implementation of regional and sub-regional

projects and specific studies. A related fund is the

United Nations Trust Fund for African Development Activities

which receives contributions from African governments

at the biennial pledging conferences convened by the

Economic Commission for Africa.

The United Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations

is receiving an increasing number of requests from

governments for advisory and training services.

These can be fulfilled with the help of contributions to

the Trust Fund of this Centre.
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The Special Account, established in March 1979,

for financing the plan of action to combat

desertification, remains at a level which is far below

its objectives. The General Assembly and the Governing

Council of the United Ntions Environment Programme have

appealed for generous contributions to it.

The need for the ten-year-old United Nations Fund

for Drug Abuse Control remains as great as before because,

while encouraging progress has been made in this field

in several countries, the problem has not abated on

the whole. The Fund needs the financial support*of

governments to continue its work in diverse countries and

parts of the world in order to deal with a major social

affliction of our time.

Finally, I would mention the Trust Fund for the

Economic Commission for Western Asia Regional Activities

which helps to finance services in the various fields

of economic and social development in the least developed

states members of the Commission. The requirements for

priority areas amount to about $2 million.
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In conclusion, I wish to express my confidence

that the results of this Conference will fully reflect

the spirit of international solidarity which motivates

development assistance. The critical situation we are

facing at present further emphasizes the vital role

played by the Programmes and Funds of the United Nations

system in the process of development. All of them require

increased or sustained contributions. I hope this

Conference will show that your Governments appreciate

their importance and wish to give them full support.

In the context of interdependence, this will be material

proof of your commitment to social and economic progress

around the globe.

***


