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Request to display the UN emblem by French initiative, "Fiamme Citoyenne" 

1. This is in reference to a letter, dated 18 April 2011, to the Secretary-General from 
Mr. Gilet Thomas of the Muslim Scouts of France, seeking authorization to display the 
United Nations emblem and/or the International Year of Youth logo in the 
communication tools for a national initiative called the "Flamme de l'Espoir Citoyenne" 
or "Flamme Citoyenne" by the Muslim Scouts of France. The letter of 18 April 2011 
was transmitted to Mr. Nambiar on 2 May 2011 by the Deputy Permanent Representative 
of the Permanent Mission of France to the United Nations, expressing the hope that the 
Secretary-General would respond favorably to the request. Based on past practice and 
the long-standing policy of the Organization, we are of the opinion that the Muslim 
Scouts of France should not be authorized to use the UN emblem, although they may be 
able to obtain separate authorization from the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs for the use of the International Year of Youth logo. However, we are sharing the 
draft letter to with you to obtain any comments you may have before the letter is 
finalized. 

2. In addition, please note that another French organization by the name of 
Federation MosaYc has also requested authorization to display the UN emblem for the 
same French initiative, "Flamme Citoyenne", under cover of a separate letter to the 
Secretary-General, dated 5 April 2011. We also intend to decline authorization to display 
the UN emblem to this organization, as stated in the draft letter of response enclosed 
herewith. In this regard, the Federation MosaYc has been displaying the photograph of the 
Secretary-General alongside a quote he has made about the International Year of Youth. 
We wanted to ensure that the Executive Office of the Secretary-General is aware of this 
use of the Secretary-General's image and does not object to it. Therefore, we would like 
to bring to your attention, in particular the third paragraph on page two of the draft 
response letter to Dr. Bouloudhnine, the President of Federation MosaYc. 

3. Once we have received your comments on both draft letters, we would be happy 
to reply to the Federation MosaYc and the Muslim Scouts of France regarding the use of 
the UN emblem for the French initiative, Flamme Citoyenne. 

cc: Ms. O'Brien 
Ms. Axenidou 
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Dear Mr. Thomas, 

POSTAL ADDRESS-ADDRESS POSTAGE: UNITED NATIONS, NY 10017 

CABLE ADDRESS-ADDRESS TELEGRAPHIC: NATIONS NEW YORK 

2011 

Re: Request to display the United Nations emblem for "Fiamme Citoyenne" initiative 

This is in reference to your letter of 18 April 2011 to the Secretary-General, seeking 
authorization to display the United Nations emblem and/or the International Year of Youth logo in 
the communication tools for a national initiative called the "Flamme de l'Espoir Citoyenne" by the 
Muslim Scouts of France. This also refers to the letter of 2 May 2011 from the Deputy Permanent 
Representative of the Permanent Mission of France to the United Nations to the Chef de Cabinet, 
transmitting your letter of 18 April 2011 and expressing the hope that the Secretary-General will 
respond favourably to your request. We understand that the Muslim Scouts of France is organizing 
an initiative whose goal is to raise awareness in young people in France about their critical role in 
politics. This is in conjunction with the United Nations' declaration of 2011 as the International 
Year of Youth. In this regard, we understand that representatives of your organization are driving 
across several large cities of France, including Strasbourg, starting in May 2011, and would like to 
obtain the endorsement of the United Nations and to display the UN emblem for activities of this 
initiative. 

We wish to inform you that the use of the United Nations (the "Organization") emblem and 
name, including any abbreviation thereof, is reserved for the official purposes of the Organization, in 
accordance with General Assembly resolution 92(1) of 7 December 1946. Furthermore, that 
resolution expressly prohibits the use of the United Nations emblem and name in any other way 
without the express authorization of the Secretary-General, and recommends that Member States 
take the necessary measures to prevent the use thereof without the authorization of the Secretary
General. Article 6 ter, of the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property (the 

"Convention"), revised in Stockholm in 1967 (8 28 UNTS 305 (1972)), provides trademark 
protection in respect of the emblems and names of"international organizations" and requires states 
party to the Convention "to prohibit by appropriate measures the use, without authorization by 
competent authorities" of the emblems and names of international organizations. 

Mr. Gilet Thomas 
Commissaire internationale 
Scouts Musulmans de France 
12 place Georges Pompidou 
9 3160 Noisy-le-Grand 
FRANCE 
internationale@scouts-musulmans. fr 
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The long-standing policy of the Organization developed pursuant to the General Assembly 
resolution cited above has been not to authorize the use of the UN emblem by any outside entity. In 
addition, the use of the UN emblem on posters, brochures and the customized bus of Muslim Scouts 
would create the misleading impression that the Scouts are associated with the United Nations and 
that their activities are endorsed by the United Nations. Therefore, we regret to inform you that 
authorization cannot be granted to use the UN emblem in the manner you have described. 

While we cannot authorize the display of the UN emblem for this initiative, you may be able 
to display the International Year of the Youth logo in your communications if you obtain the 
authorization of the United Nations Programme on Youth in the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs. In fact, we note that some pages of the documentation you have sent us with your letter 
already display the International Year of Youth logo. Please ensure that you have obtained the 
necessary authorization from the United Nations Programme on Youth before displaying the 
International Year of Youth logo. You may find more information about the conditions for using 
this logo at: http:/ /social. un.org/youthyear/logo.html. 

Thank you for the invitation that a representative of the United Nations participate in the 
closing ceremony of the initiative on 23 September 2011. We regret, however, that the UN would 
not be able to participate in the ceremony. 

We appreciate your support for the United Nations, and thank you for consulting with us on 
this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jay Pozenel 
Principal Legal Officer 

in charge of the General Legal Division 
Office of Legal Affairs 
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UNITED NATIONS � NATIONS UNIES 

Dear Dr. Bouloudhnine, 

POSTAL ADDRESS-ADDRESS POSTAGE: UNITED NATIONS, NY 10017 

CABLE ADDRESS-ADDRESS TELEGRAPHIC: NATIONS NEW YORK 

2011 

Re: Request to display the United Nations emblem for "Flamme Citoyenne" initiative 

This is in reference to the letter of 5 April 2011 to the Secretary-General, seeking 
authorization to display the United Nations emblem in the communication tools for a French national 
initiative called the "Flamme citoyenne". This also refers to the e-mail message of Mrs. Awa 
Mbakop from the Federation Mosaic to Mr. Stadler Trengove, Senior Legal Officer, Office of the 
Legal Counsel, dated 8 April 2011, on the same request. Your request was forwarded to this 
Division for a response. We understand that the Federation Mosaic is organizing an initiative whose 
goal is to raise awareness in young people in France about their critical role in politics. This is in 
conjunction with the United Nations' declaration of 2011 as the International Year of Youth. In this 
regard, we understand that representatives of your organization are driving across 17 large cities in 
France, starting in April 20 11, and would like to display the UN emblem, along with the emblems of 
sponsors of the initiative on differentcommunication tools, such as posters, brochures, and on your 
organization's customized bus. 

We wish to inform you that the use of the United Nations (the "Organization") emblem and 
name, including any abbreviation thereof, is reserved for the official purposes of the Organization, in 
accordance with General Assembly resolution 92(1) of 7 December 1946. Furthermore, that 
resolution expressly prohibits the use of the United Nations emblem and name in any other way 
without the express authorization of the Secretary-General, and recommends that Member States 
take the necessary measures to prevent the use thereof without the authorization of the Secretary
General. Article 6 ter, of the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property (the 

"Convention"), revised in Stockholm in 1967 (828 UNTS 305 (1972)), provides trademark 
protection in respect of the emblems and names of"international organizations" and requires states 
party to the Convention "to prohibit by appropriate measures the use, without authorization by 
competent authorities" of the emblems and names of international organizations. 

Dr. Marouane Bouloudhnine 
President 
Federation Mosaic 
102, avenue des Champs Ely sees 
75008 Paris 
FRANCE 
secretariat@federationmosaic .com 
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The long-standing policy of the Organization developed pursuant to the General Assembly 
resolution cited above has been not to authorize the use of the UN emblem by any outside entity. In 
addition, the use of the UN emblem on posters, brochures and the customized bus of Federation 
Mosa!c would create the misleading impression that the Federation is associated with the United 
Nations and that the Federation and its activities are endorsed by the United Nations. Therefore, we 
regret to inform you that authorization cannot be granted to use the UN emblem in the manner you 
have described. 

In fact, we note that the documentation sent with your letter of 5 April 2011 states on the top 
of each page that the "Initiative has received the high patronage of the United Nations and 
UNESCO". While you may have received the support of the French Ambassadors to UNESCO and 
the United Nations, it is not accurate to state that the United Nations and UNESCO have endorsed 
this initiative. Therefore, we ask that you remove the reference to the "patronage of the United 
Nations" from your communications and ensure that UNESCO has authorized the use of its emblem 
and name before displaying its name and emblem on your communications. 

[In addition, with respect to the use of the Secretary-General's photograph alongside his 
quote, that is displayed on the website of your Organization, we have consulted with the Executive 
Office of the Secretary-General and .... [comment: would the EOSG please inform OLA whether the 

use of the Secretary-General's photo is agreeable?}] 

With regard to the display of the International Year of Youth logo in your communications, 
please ensure that you have obtained the authorization of the Programme on Youth of the United 
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. You may find more information about the 
conditions for using the International Year of Youth logo at: 
http://social.un.org/youthyear/logo.html.] 

We appreciate your support for the United Nations, and thank you for consulting with us on 
this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jay Pozenel 
Principal Legal Officer 

in charge of the General Legal Division 
Office of Legal Affairs 


