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ECHNICAL ASSISTANCE BOARD BUREAU 

.. 
CABLE ADDRESS : TECABOARD GENEY A 

TELEPHONE : 33 10 00 33 20 00 33 40 00 

NATIONS UNIES 

Palais des Nations 

GENEVE 

Dear • er, 

From our cable of to-day you will have seen that 

Hro Boissier has finally decided to quote in his reply to the 

Secretary-General the text of the agreement in English, and not 

in Frencho However, they will use, for publicity purposes if 

necessary, the French translation which we have provided to them, 

and I thought that you may want to have a copy of that text, 

which is enclosed. 

Mr. Myer Cohen, 
Executive Director, 
Office of the nder-Secretary for 

Relief to the Hungarian People, 
United Nations , 
New York. 

Yours ever, 
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1 . Le Co Intern tiona.l de la Croix- Rouge, ' la de n:le du Sec ta.ire 

g n ral ccepte d'utili er toutes re sources qui pourraiont tre mise 

a sa disposition par les N tions Unies dans le but e:x:clusif d1a.pport rune 

ssistance i diate aux populations de Hongrie, en particuller pour la 

fourni tu.re d produi ts m dicaux, de den es alimentaires et de tezr.ent • 

respons bili du Comit ns ce don:aine commence dater de la ception 

de ce ressources et prend fin apres la distr.tl:ution des secours la 

population hongroise ou, si le programme de secours ta.it interr u, 

dater du o ent o lap rti non-utilise de ces fonds ou des fournitures 

qui auraient pu ~tre ao::iuises vec c a fond , ura 

Uni s . 

rerrise aux ations 

2. Le Co t assum la sponsa.bili de la distribltion de toutes 

fourn1tures qui seront mis sa. sposition par les Nation U es. 

Le ComiM peut indiquer aux Nations Unie la nature des secours qui 

s raient lee plus appropr:1. s pour l ' cution du progrannne. 

3. Le Comi proc de a la distr.tl:ution des secours selon les principe 

de la Croix-Rouge et dans 11 esprl t d s Conventions de Gen ve , sans 

discril'T'ination et en tenant compte uniquement des besoins. 

4. Tout en I effo~nt d' e.gir au s1 rapide nt que possible, le Comi t 

rest eu1 juge de la cadence de distrl bution des secours. En cas de 

difficult s ou d' obotacles clans 11 cution du programme le Comit 

se reserv , le cas ch ant, d' en r rer aux Nations Unie mais il est 

seul respons bl des mesure prendre. 

5. Le Comit• fournit tout le personnel technique t administrat ir, lee 

cadres n c ssaires 11 cution du programme de secours einsi que 1 s 

services et le tna riel 1:rilispensables. 
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n . Aucune disposition conteme ruins le p s nt accord ne saurai t 

entraver les :a.tree actiVit que le Comi entreprend ou pourra entre­

prendre en Hongrie dans le cadre d sa mission tr di tiomelle. 

12. L p sent accord peut tre d none par l ' une ou 1•autre partie 

avec un pr a: • s d • une se ne t si possible ap s consultation pr6alabl • 

Lad nonciation du p sent ccord n modifie p s 1 s responsa.billt s 

de l'une et l 1 autre partie enc qui concern l'ach vemont des Op ration 

de distribution qui seraient en cours la date de lad nonciation. 
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Le 30 no bre 1956. 

Cher ami, 
• 

' , Pi r'I:fi 0~ ' a tenu u courant de es aotivitaa r lativ s a 
1 •aide· .des tions 1Jnie a la Hongri d pu1 le debut de la mis ion d 
li i n que vous lui av, z conf1& • Mercred.J, j•ai rendu visit avec 
lui u 'aid nt ois 1er pour nwttr nu point 11 cco e1tr le 
C. r . c .R. t 1 s Nati Uni lon l projet qu vous nrt~Ntre • 

.ous von trouve 1 rt d la Cro1x-Rou b aucoup e e prehen ion 
et, n fait, 1• ccor -.. t qu ous avi z vou 

e fixe. 

Au cour de cett visite, nous vons u u conversati n 
generale avec M. Boissiar et ses coll borateur, d 'ou nou pouvon 
tirer les conolu ion sui ant : 

A eurs repri ea, nou on 
i terlocut le desir d co le qua l 
Uni s po t, d sun proohe nir, . eur disposition. 
J1 ai nti qu•il y avtrlt 1 un point difficile, et que si d'ici 
quelque temp nou n•etions p capable d co creti ion 
d1 aide n Hongrie, i1 ser it moins facile d•obtenir du du 
Comi te et e es collabor teurs toute 1' t 1 co dont 
ils ont fit ve jus ' ~ nt . o t, ils a 

voir si les raponse d'j' faitee aux nomb stione 
que nouo leur avons po ur activites et 1 si on 
Hon ri ont une utili 

n ast do venu ur que informiez dans toute la 
mes u ibl la itu , c ent · 

n z l'inte ion des on oeuvre h ta1re 
en favour de 1 e, t 1 t 1 aid qui pourr 
tre pport e par l'in rmedi d 

1 tions a 
ique 
llai 

quest 
1 bien 
:mant 

- J"i croi 

Monsi ur hilippe de 
Sons-Se<1rot ire char 
ations Uni.es 
w York 

ynes 
de l'aid a: peuple hongroi 

I ,, 

/ ... 

it 
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qu'il est difficile d re:f'u r de nous rendre c tte requ te. Vou 
ez c pter sur nous,. et surtout sur Obaz , pour taire le ...... ""'-'-'!~-, 

· · ant entendu qu ous vous "fer s, le pass , 
;f. re ou question concernant ces n~g les petites 
estions de dot le istratives et 

financiere , nous uu, • ..-....... ,. ent V en, .. .-...... de ce 
De lus, tte lia cilit · . nt le Otmlllll:11.ca-
t1ons, car l fran~is e e lan e ffic et de travail 
du Comite in ional/ et j'ai antique li t a or du C. I . C. R. 
y t nait no t • 

. J cqmprends parfaitement 
tres c6p e et que , 0 eq t , V s ibilitoa d'action OU de 
fair - es pl s oient our l'in tant tr's l i es- N~ ' 
cru omprendre que 1 C. I . C.R. rait be UC conn !t 
tions fotur !. oi sier a insi to sur le fa.it qua les pr"',.....,..,,,... 
qui ont ate etablia par le C. I . C.R. jusqu•a ce jour sont e progr-""o 
d 'ur e ce , e e l ' intention du Co it n•est d ' intervenir lorsque 
la situation en Hongrie ra t oit peu 'lioree. Leur ul 
de ir ser de se tirer pour lais~ r 6ventuelle ent a une autre rgani­

tion 1 oin d r gr es a plu longue echeane, 

elles que soi nt nos intentions our le fut ur cloigne, ll y 
aurait inter t a ce que nous ui ions j_nt"',,.,""""ir d le pr0•"""'21""..,,, 

d ' urgence . Le premier pro rarom e bli par le c. r.o.R. sur la ba , 
indications trans i e par on elr.5gue s ·Cial a udapest. , a ete 
aujourd ' hui a er Cohen . Il ut tre execute avec las r s-,,,.,..,.,. 
dont le Cond.te dispose au ui lui sont annoncees , soit e nature, oit 
en especes . :Mo.is il ura besoin d ' tre c plete par d • aut res progr 
non lirnites a 1•a11mentation, et par un deuxiem pro ramme d ' ur enee 
s ' etendant el' de la du:te limi te de mi- j anvier qui a ete assignee au 
premier pro > • C' est la que les _a,ti ons ies devraient -pouvoir 
aider le C. I . C. R. en lui fournisSBllt le fonds necess res our l ee 
progr s supplem ntai es . Si deja on pouvait de der u C. I . C.R. de 
preparer ces progr s upplementaires et de les est im r , ce s rait 
un pre 're baa d' tion pour obtenir 1 s fonds au no des Nations 
Unies , et ·en temps nous donnerions l ' impr ssion au C. I . C. R. d' un 
p icipation ff ctive . plus, nous oourrions d's present propooer 
au C. I . C.R., s 'il ie desire, d l ' aider pour 1 aehat de. denree t 
f ournH;ure ind.is nsabl • J, • croi avoir qu I en ce qui cone ,n c s 
aohats, le bureau de 1 1 m1ICEF a Paris serait pr ta ~olluborer :veo le 
c.r.c.R., a.in i que :uric Pate en fit l ' offre au Pre ident Boissier. 

Selon touts l.J s informations r gues 1 i , les be oins de 1 
population hongroise depa seront s ucun dou ceux qui uvent tr 
couverts par lea seeaurs d 'urg nee que l Croix- Roug peut apporter, 
m e avec l ' aide es rrations Unie • L · Cami te eonsidere que lorsqu ' il 
:ur cease so action , il restera une vre de "rehabili tation't 
ccamplir qui de e le cadr de 1. mis ion des organi es de Croix- o e. 

ll eat 'vident que la prise en char dun t 1 pr r par les Nations 
Unie dep ndra ssentiell ent de 1 oonjonct'U1"9 politique, ma.is 11 
serait bon d'y pe~ser des maintenant. 

I ,, 

./ ... 
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Je vous serais reconnaissant de demander a :tver Cohen de 
.. nous tenir au courant de la situation a New York, de vos int ntions 

et de vos vues ace ujet car, lors de nos cont ts avec la Croix-Rouge, 
des question :relativement simples nous sont posees auxquelles il nous 
est difficile de repondre, dans l'ignorance ou nous sommes tres 
souvent de ce qui se passe a New York et surtout de ce qu'il est 
possible de faire selon lea circonsta.nces politiques du moment. 

Georg s Palthey 
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VA 1892 COH FROM OBEZ COFY TO PELT YOUR 1905 FOLLO I 

30 NOV 1956 

IS TEXT . . 
FOISSIER REPLY Q OTE E CO IT INTE NATIONAL A RECU VOTRE LETT EDU ' . . 
l'DVEMBRE ELA. IVE A LACTION DE SECOU S DES NATIONS UNIES E AVEUR DE 

'1 

IA POPULATIO~ DE HON IE ET DU CON OU S QUE NOTE l~STITUTITN POU RA!l 

ffiETE 

P-.2 

T LOCC RENCE PARAuRAPH JAI LA FLAISIR DE VOUS FAIRE SAVOI QUE 

U: COMITE INTE ATIONAL MA QUE SOCCUPE DEJA DE CO VOYEf. HO , IE 

IT DE DIST I UE ANS ~E PAYS LES SECOURS DE vROIX- iOU E CMA 

J'C~EPTE DE SE C A ER E ,ALEMENT DES SECOURS FOURNIS PA LES ATIO S 

lNIES ETC DAS LES CONDITIONS 

~ ES A VOTE L 

' /wuui BE FOLLOi ' D 

JK84lJ I Bl} ~/j 

A RAPHS ONE T OU H T TELVE OUR 

THEN SE SET TO US Y OISSIE TH FOLLOJI TEXT QSOTE vous 

f4 

UfILE DE PRE .. MA DANS OTR E P ME _,£RTAI E E T 

O\NS LA VOTRE :MA IL FA T ENTEND E PA LES 
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A EST A DIRE QUOTE STOP A OVE TEXT 

LLO D ~Y QUOTATI01 IARA RAPHS ONE THROU T~ELVE OU . . ~ 
TTER AND FO AL END! l'"' STOP. A SEPARATE I TE P ETATIVE LETTER 'JO LD 

EN ESE T TO US B EOISSIER t ITH FOLLOYIN TEXT QUOTE EN VOUS 

CO FI MANT CET A OD JE ROIS 

l!flL DE QUE ,A DAS NOTRE ENSEE A OM E ERTAINEME'T 

IDNS ::MA IL FAUT EN>TENDRE A LES OTS SU H SU PLIES AS 

~y F NIS ED BY T 'E NITED NATI 1S FI~URANT SOS CHIFF E 2 
/• 

1A 0 MA HANDISES MA MAIS ELLES QUI 

CO RES ONDEN AUX EESOINS U ENTS D 

P.5 

PO LA ION A SE~o RIR RA APH AU As OU A OM E ~ELA EST 

ESERVE SOUS CHI FF E 7 1 LUNE OU LA T E DES A ES SPE 'IALISEES 

DES ATI S NIESE TRE PE DRAIEN1 UNE ACTION DASSISTAN E EIT A 'T 

O\NS SES AT! I. TIONS NO 1"ALES C A IL A TAIT LIEU t1A AN TRE 

AVIS MA .E Llt\ISO E TRE ... ES 

c ET NOTE I TITU IO C. DE FA O. ~ 00 DO S A.,TIVITES 

It~S ECTIVES ET DEVI f • :< DES D LES EMPLOI A ,A~ AP:H L S ODALJT S 

OUV T ES DES F,AIS AD INISTRATIFS ET DEXECUTION DE O !TE 

TI TE NATIONAL D LA CROIX- ROU E FAISANT LO JET DES C IFF.ES 6 

'E.T 9 S · 0 T ETA LIES D co ·.MUN ACCORD E TRE LES , ATIO S UNI ES ET 

P7 

LE ~1~ PA A AH OUS AVONS NOTE QUE VOUS AVEZ LI TENTIOt: DI ~FOP. Eli 

LE ,OUVERNEM8 T O 01S ' DE LA RA EiE T INTEP.V~~U ET E LES NATIO S 

IES ET LE CIC FULL STOP LE CICR DEVA T FAI EDE MEME DE SON COTE 

(lf.A JE ME PERMEN1'S DE VOUS SU,~ ER QUE C,ES OMMU I ... ATIONS SOID'T 

SIMULTANEES UNQUOTE ST P JE 

I ,, 



OC>ULD E LY AS FOLLOWS QUOTE COMME SUITE A VOTRE LETTRE DU TA T 

I tHONNEU DE VOUS ONFI ER MON ACCO D SUR LINTERP ETATIO QUE 
. 

\OUS DONNEZ AUX DISPOSITION$' CONTENUES DANS .A LETTRE DU TANT . 
RELATIVES .AUX CONDITIONS DANS ',LESQUELLES LE COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE 

IA C OIX ROU3E A EPTE DE SEC A ,ER DES SECOURS . FOURNIS .. 
P9 

FAR LES lATIOJS UNIES EN FAVEU DE LA POPULATION DE HON IE 

FA A~ APH P LES 10TS SUH SUPPLIES AS MAY E FURNISHED Y THE 
i' 

IT n· ATIONS FI U ANT AU ARA RAPHE ' 2 IL FAUT ENTEND E 

. fl01 PAS NIMPORTE UE~~E MARCHANDIS~ AI~ ELLES Q .I O RESPONDENT ., 
All ESOINS UR~EN!S DE LA POPULATION ., 
A SE OURIR PARA A HE 

F10 

Ji £COMMAND AI AUX INSTITUTIONS SPECIALISEES DES NATIO S 

IES IT ESSEES DE DONN SUITE A VOTRE su~~ESTIO ~ON NANT LA 

UAISON Q LLES DEVRAIET ETAELIR AVEC VOTRE INSTITUTION AU AS OU 
I 

Fl.LESE TREP Et D AIENT UNE ACTION DASSISTA E RENTIANT DANS LE S 

ATTRI TIO S ROP ES DE FA "'ON A COORDO NE LEURS ACTIVITES AVE 

LL S DU COl-':ITE INTER ATIO 1AL DE LA 

11 
I 

OIXROU E ET A EVIT DES DOU LES DPLOIS PARA~-APH IL EST ENTEND 

QUE LES MODALITES DE COUVERTllRE DES FRAIS ADMINIST ATIFS ET DEXEvUT!O 

COMITE It TE NATIONAL DE LA CROIXROU E MENTIO NES A PA A APHE 

6 DE MA LETTIE D TANT SERONT ETA LIES DUN ..,Of"t UN A CORD E T E 

lES NATIONS U IES ET LE OMITE I TERNATIONAL DE 

P12 

1A CTIOIXRO E PARA APH JE VO S O FIRME ,£ .. ALEMll T QUE LES OM-

NIC TIONS AU GOUVE lNEMENT HONGROIS DE LAR AN EMENT INTERVENU 

TRE LE OMITE ET LES _N ATIONS UNIES_ SERONT EFFECTUEES SIMULTA EME T 

NS LES CONDITIONS QUE NOUS AVONS AR ETEES .ENSEM LE UNQUOTE ST p 

PL ASE ONFIRM A EE ENT ON 1TEXTS AFOVE STOP HAVE NOTED YOUR 

COMMENTS RE A DIN 1It IN SI NATURE AD 

P13 

1E SHALL A IAIT YO DECISION STOP UNO CI _,UMSTAN, ... ES ON IDER UNLIKELY 

A; EEMENT CAN E SI NED EFORE MO DAY 

CF 1892 190:, 2 7 6 9 2 5 
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1905 PALTHEY AD OBE2 CONFIDENTIAL YOU 1 1 CONGRATULATION.S 

0 SUCCES~ YOUR NEGOTIATIO S STOP lSH RECEIVE TELETYPE 

BOISSIER REPLY BEFORE AUTHORIZI G SIGNATURE STOP WILL THEN 

ARRA GE SECGE OR DESEY ES AUTHORIZE PALTHEY SIG STOP FOR 

YOUR CONFIDENTIAL I FORMATIO WE NOT EAGER RUSH SIGNATURE AT 

nlE MOMENT THOUGH ONLY QUESTION IS J 

P2/29 J 

ONE OF TIMI STOP WHEN AGREEME T SIGNED SECGEN ILL REQUIRE 

EIGHT DAYLIGHT HOURS NE. YORK TIME FOR NOTIFICATION HUNGARIAN 

GOVER ENT THROUGH DELEGATION N YORK STOP AGREE YOUR SUGGESTIO 

0 PUBLICITY J 

COHE • 

CFM 190, 1 1 • 

I ,, 

) . 



8 GVA 416 2 19112 

lNATIO S Y t 

' • I 

. GVA 1 81 FO DESEYNEs· FROM PALTHEY AND O EZ I T ATIONAL ,..,. 

RED ROSS TEE -ACE 1s TEXT DAFT .A EEMENT AS OPOSED BY 

ID S OTE TAT IN FI AL TEXT SU ITTED TO THEM 

11\ AMRAPHS SEV ~ T AND TEJ HAVE EEN ENUM E ED A ORDI 

'IO OB Z ,A LE 1841 STO OISSIER HAS MADE FOLLOWINM 

f2 

CO.M 'TS COLON ONE THEY UND S AiD THAT THEE P ESSION UOTE SUH 

p LIES As MAY BE FUR nsHED BY THE UNITED TIO s UN UOTE I PA A~ APH 

0 OF E~E T REFERS TO SU PLIES RELATED TO THE URr- T EEDS OF 

PEOPLE FOR WHICH ELIEF ACTION IS UNDERTA AND NOT TO A Y 

~ LIES STO T 10 Wl ERE A 

P3 
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0 EZ YOUR 1850 EMITTED TODAY OISSIER 
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C1., A. COPIES . PROPOSED LETT FOR A EEMENT ''ITH CI A O DI J 

VJ RC LE STOP AVE AS ED HE CALL E SOONEST TO FINALIZE 

OTIA IO ~S A D S .ALL ADVISE YO I t1 EDIATELY STOP EOISSI 

IT ATED QU STION ON Possl ILITY AND SCOPE-U AID STOf HAV 

?2 

00 E ST TO LAIN SITUATION ACvORDIN Y 1841 STOP EYE OULD 

PP ·E,IATE FURTHER I NFO MATION O. LAST SENTEN E AFT A E 

00 C IN~ INFO MATION O HUN A IAN OVERNMENT STOP HO DO YO 

ENVISAGE QUESTION OF PU LICITY TO E ,..IVEN THIS A EE E 1 vHE 

TIMING SU LICITY NAMELY 
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EE IMPLEMENTED TO XX XI .PLE .ENTED STOP ALSO NEED YOUR VIES FOR 
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1 50 CONFIDt TIAL OBEZ THANKS YOUR 1841 STOP INTENTION PARA 
J 

EIGHT &EEP OPE POSSIBILITY SECGEN REPRESENTATIVE GOING 

BJDAPEST FOR GENERAL O~ERVATION OR TO ASSIST IN DETERMINI G 
~ 

NEEDS BUT NOT EPEAT NOT PARTICIPATE I DISTRIBUTION SUPPLIES . . 

STOP O OBJECTIO ADDITION QUALIFICATION SUGGESTED YOUR CABLE 

IF NECESSARY STOP PARA NINE MEA J 
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CICR WILL BE SEUL EXECUTANT SUPPLIES SENT UNDER GA RESOLUTION 

39 BUT SECGE CANNOT BIND ACTIVITIES OTHER UN AGENCIES IN 

A Y ACTION THEY MAY TAKE O THEIR OW STOP BELIEVE NO INTENTIO 

SPECIALIZED AGE IES SEND STAFF FOR DISTRIBUTION PURPOSES 

AND UNICEF POSITION UNDOUBTEDLY EXPLAINED BY PATE WHO AGREEABLE 

ntIS J 
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PARAGRAPH STOP O OBJECTIO CHA GE ORDER PARAGRAPHS AS PROPOSED 

YOUR CABLE STOP AGREE AND UNDERSTANO YOUR COMMENTS ON ABSENCE 

UN RESOURCES BUT EAGER CONCLUDE AGREEMENT CICR SOONEST STOP 

REQUEST YOU UNDERTAKE EGOTIATIONS CICR WITH VIEW TO OUR 

EXCHANGING LETTERS WITH THEM AS SOON AS TEXT AGREED J 

COHEN• 

CFM 1 50 1 41 CICR 399 1814 • 



11 1 

IO y 

A 1 

V 

D 0 0 VID 

ALI.. ALSO Tl 

FO .ATI A 

I 1 l 1 1 

VA 344 26 10.342 

tNATIONS NY 

.0 z y 

EST FO 

y IT 
-

LY,>Y 1 

1 .3 I s £TI 

I A E D I S1 

I TIO 

DAT "O I 0 

1 0 s TE ·o TAI 

\ olR_. 

VA 1841 COHEN F OM OBEZ YOUR 1837 DEFINITELY FAVOU OF ALTER-

rf\TIVE AND SIN LE A EEME T AS PROPOSED IN YO EVISED D AFT , 
ru JE~T TO FOLLOW! OMMENTS STOP FI STLY MEANIN ,:'AND INDICATIONS 
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REPEAT IF NECESSARY TO ADD QUALIFICATION THAT ATU E OF COOPEF ATI ' ~ 
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ED ~N THAT ORDER IM ,EDIATELY AFTER P ES ·r 
PARA ELEVEN STOP SHALL AWAIT YO R DECISION FOR NE OTIATION WITH , ,. 
CICR STOP THIS ~ 0 1N TlOr I !SH POINT OUT ACADEMIC C ARACTER SU,H 

r£ OTIATION LESS UN AS FUNDS LACED 

Rs 

AT DISPOSAL TIED Coss STOP QUESTION ONT rs AND MA NITUDE N AID 

IS PUT TO ME CONSTA TLY Y CICR STOP I INDICATE THAT ON ASIS 

lNFO MATION AT Y DISPOSAL IT APPEA S THAT SO FAR GOVER E TS RESPO D 

SEC EN APPEAL y I DICATIN, WHAT THEY ONTRI UTE TO RED CRo·ss 

DIRECT AND I EMPHASIZE 
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UiEREFO E IMPO TANCE WE RE EIVE INFORMATION FROM RED ROSS ON E­

!:PURCES OFFERED TO THEM FROt-1 SU H AND OTHER SOUR ES STOP SITUATION 

}O'TEVER BE OMI EM ARRAS! I STOP ON OTHER END I UNDrnsTAND F Ofi 

FATE ONCLUSION A EEME T IGHT HELP UNICEF STOP SHOULD APPRECIATE 

!DANCE AND INFORMATION THIS RESPEvTe 

CfMt 1841 18 7 A 22 
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SUGGESTED ACTION 

~· 
1. Cable CICR advising that letter proposing terms of agreement 

~ 

is fort coming. 

, 
2. Transmit preposed agreement with accompanying letter stating 

inter alia: · 
--,o::".' 

· ia The proposed agreement generally incorporates the tenns 

of our cable 1770 and CICR1 s cables A/816 and A/822. 

ii. In view of the conclusion of the agreement between CICR and 

the Hungarian Red Cross, and previous Hungarian Government's communications 

to the United Nations about their readiness to co-operate with UN agencies, 

no separate agreement is required be.tween UN and the Hungarian Government 

at this time. L-'fiie 5ecretMW:-G:eneral., hommer, will notify the Hungarian 

.,..Go:lot.:vLle...,m,.....m...,e .... o .... t ..... a .... s-.s .... a .... o""o._a.li.s....Jt~h...,e.._...,aieg;,,.-r .... eemeni w:Lth CICR is completedZJ 

iii. Any information available at present regarding the approximate 

size of the UN aid. 
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1 37 OBEZ URTHER Y TELEGRA1 1 30 PATE HAND CARRYING TO YOU 

CONFIDENTIAL COPY DRAFT LETTER WE CO IDERl~G SE D TH OUCH 

YOU TO ClCR STOP DR Fl' CO TAI S POINT PREVIOUSLY INCLUDED 
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OUR 1770 ND .YOUR i74 ~Fl1ICOLON DRAFT ALSO INCLUDES OUR VIES 

MATTERS E 10 ED BOlSSlERS CABLE A822 STOP REGRET STILL J 

P2 

UNABLE GIVE ANY I DICATION 12E UN RESOURCES STOP REQUEST YOUR 

VIEWS ON ALTERNATIVE POSSIBILITIE EGOTIATIONS ITH CICR 

STOP ALTER ATIVE A OULD INVOLVE EXCHANGE LETTERS FIRST ONLY 

ON POINTS IOCLUDED OUR 1770 AND BOISSIERS 1749 COMMA ITH 

SUPPLEMENTARY AGREEMENT ON ADDITIO AL MATTERS RAISED DY OlSSIERS 

AS22 AND INCLUDED I OUR DRAFT J 

P3/37 
• • I 

LETTER BEING BROUGH TO YOU DY PATE STOP ALTER ATE B ENVISAGES 

A SINGLE AGREEMENT O ALL POI TS SET FORTH IN DRAFT LETTER . 

PATE CARRYING STOP EI LI ED FAVOUR ALTERNATIVE B BUT 11TH 

YOUR VIEW BEFORE DECIDING J 

COHEN• 

CFM .1 37 1301770 174 A 22 1749 A 22" 
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DRAFT (Revised) 

Mr. Leopold Boissier, 
International Committee of the Red Cross, 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Dear Mr. Boissier, 

21 November 1956 

The General Assembly of the United Nations, at its Second Emergency 

Special Session, has requested the Secretary-General to take immediately 

the necessary measures to bring aid to the population of Hungary. 

Considering that the International Committee of the Red Cross has 

been engaged in emergency relief activities in Hungary and has concluded an 

agreement with the Hungarian Red Cross to this effect,Q wish to set forth 

on behalf of the Secretary-General, the proposals of the United Nations for 

co-operation with the International Committee in this humanitarian progr~;;J 

1. The Committee, at the request of the Secretary-General, agrees 

to use any funds as may be transferred to it by the United Nations for the 

exclusiye purpose of providing innnediate aid to the population of Hungary, 

in particular by furnishine medical supplies, foodstuffs and clothing. The 

responsibility assumed by the Committee in this respect will commence upon 

receipt of any such funds and will terminate after the distribution of relief 

supplies to the Hungarian population or, in the event of cessation of the 

programme, upon return to the United Nations of any unused portion of such 

funds or of supplies purchased with such funds. 

2. The Committee will undertake responsibility for the distribution 

of such supplies as may be furnished by the United Nations. The Conunittee may 

indicate to the United Nations the types of relief goods regarded as most 

appropriate for the purposes of the programme. 
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3. In accordance with the principles of the Red Cross and in the 

spirit of the Geneva Conventions, the Committee will distribute relief 

under this progrannne wi.thout discrimination and on the basis of need alone. 

4. While making every effort to carry out this programme as rapidly 

as possible, the Committee will retain sole responsibility for the schedule 

(French: "cadence") of distribution of relief supplies. In the event of 

difficulties or obstacles arising in the execution of the progrannne,the 

Committee will, if necessary, report to the United Nations but it will be 

solely responsible for taking appropriate measures. 

5. The Committee will supply all organizational, supervisory and 

technical personnel, services and equipment required for the operation of 

the programme. 

6. The United Nations will defray such administrative and operational 

costs of the Committee attributable to the performance of the United Nations 

relief programme as may be agreed between the United Nations and the Connnittee. 

7. The Committee will submit to the Secretary-General monthly operational 

reports and financial reports of costs incurred in the performance of its 

responsibilities under this agreement. 

8. The United Nations and the Committee will act in close collaboration 

in regard to the planning and the implementation of the programme. In 

x particular, the Committee will extend full co-operation to any representative 

who may be sent to Hungary by the Secretary-General in connexion with the 

progrannne. 
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9. The Connni ttee will be the sole agency to carry out the relief 

programme on behalf of the United Nations with the contributions made 

pursuant to resolution 399 adopted by the General Assembly at the Second 

Emergency Special Session on 9 November 1956. This shall not be construed to 

limit the right of other United Nations agencies to carry out assistance 

programmes in accordance with their terms of reference and in agreement with 

the Hungarian authorities. 

10. Nothing contained in this agreement will affect any of the other 

activities which the Committee already is carrying out or may carry out in 

Hungary in the performance of its traditional role. 

11. The United Nations recognizes the Committee as an independent and 

autonomous organization which undertakes to perform the services envisaged 

in this agreement. The performance of such services will not in any way 

place the Committee in a subordinate position towards the United Nations, and 

the Connnittee will not be required to carry out any other task than those set 

forth in this agreement. 

12. This Agreement may be terminated by either party on one week's notice 

subject, if possible, to prior consultation. The termination of this Agreement 

will not affect the responsibilities of either party under the Agreement with 

respect to the completion of the distribution of suppliess:.ill outstanding 

at the date of termination. 

I should greatly appreciate receiving your confirmation that the 

International Connnittee of the Red Cross accepts the proposals contained in 

this letter. (Following such confirmation, the Secretary-General will inform 

the Hungarian Government of this agreement.) 

Sincerely, 
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TO: 

Af- .JVAL 

REPLY, PLEASE 

SEE ME, PLEASE 

YOUR SIGNATURE INVESTIGATE AND REPORT 

NOTE AND FILE 

NOTE AND RETURN 

YOUR COMMENTS 

t; 

CXJHHKKTS !'OR THK NKCOND SHOULD KOT BK "IIRITTKI 01 THIS 
SLIP. REPKRRAL SBIKT PT.JOB SHOULD BE USED IJJSfKAD. 

DATE: rROM: 
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UNITED NATIONS • NATIONS UNIES 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO: ~..r. Dag Hammarskjold Date: 20 November 6 
195_ 

FILE NO .: __________ _ 
THROUGH : 

FROM : Maurice 3ttv:? 
LN. 

SUBJECT: 

I am tentatively planning to leave be re on Friday, November 23 at 
2:00 p.m. by Swiss Air direct to Geneva. UNICEF bas received a request from 
the Austrian Government to render aid to the children of Hungarian refugees 
recently arrived in Austria. The UNICEF position on aid to children in , 
Hungary and to the children of Hungarian refugees in Austria is outlined in ' 
the attached memorandum • 

We lmow that as of this time a great wave of aid from all over the 
world both for relief in Hungary and for Hungarian refugees has already 
resulted in the accumulation of considerable stocks of supplies in Austria; 
and that convoys of relief supplies are moving frequently from Austria into 
Budapest. 

We still cannot foresee what the final dimensions of the problem will 
be . The call for help may be a very large one, depen::ling on the restoration 
of tranquillity and the normal flow of supplies in Hungary from the countryside 
to the cities. 

J 

The first purpose of my trip will be to analyze the request of the 
Austrian authorities with the appropriate officials in Vienna. Enroute to 
Vienna I would see my friends in Geneva in the International Red Gross and the 
League of Red Cross Societies. Knowing of Mr . De Seynes' negotiations with 
Mr . Boissier on over-all arrangements between the U.N. and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, I muld stand aside from these, unless requested 
by Mr. De Seynes to take any step on his behalf. 

In Vienna I will be able to obtain current information on the relief 
situation in Hungary from Mr. Willie Meyer, who is presently in charge of the 
Hungarian relief operation for the International Committee of the Red Cross. 
Mr. Meyer, a Swiss national who has been for some years with UNICEF, is now 
on loan from UNICEF to the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

UNICEF now has at the port of Rijeka, Yugoslavia (near Trieste) 440,000 
pounds of powdered dry skim milk (plus another 766,000 poun::ls due there next 
week) or a total of 1,206,000 pourris. This could be moved on short order 
either for children of Hungarian refugees in Austria or children in Hungary 
if the circumstances warrant. 

cc: Mr. Cordier 
Mr. De Seynes 
Mr. M. Cohen 
Mr. Hill 



Not for publication 

For staff guidance . 

20 November 1956 

UNIGBF Position on Aid to Children in Hungary 
and to the Children of Hungarian Refugees 

From the first days of unrest in Hungary, UNICEF has been diliGently 

following day by day the co1.ll'se of events both with respect to needs of children 

developing in Hungary and with respect to needs of children among Hungarians 

entering Austria. We have been able to do this through the United Nations Office 

in Geneva which is constantly in touch with the International Committee of the 

Red Cross and also through our UNICBF Regional Office in Paris which maintains 

contacts both with Geneva and Vienna. As you are aware from the press, there 

has been a 12.rge and immediate out-pouring of aid fro·, countries all around the 

world to alleviate the condition of the refugees, and under the aegis of the 

International Committee of the Red Cross the first convoys of relief supplies 

have reached Budapest in recent days 

As of Saturday, the 17th, the Austrian Government informs us there were 

30,000 Hungarian refugees in Austria. As of last night we are advised that the 

equivalent of approximately $1, 450,000 in aid has already been made available t o 

Hungarian refugees in Austria and in the form of supplies for relief within 

Hu.YJ.ga.ry . The equivalent of some millions of dollars in cash and supplies has 

been pledged from various sources, largely Red Cross Societies, for aid both to 

refugees and for relief within Hungary. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross has ir.ade an agreer.1ent with the 

Hungarian Red Cross to open up into !·Iungary what is the first channel of aid for 

internati,;mal relief in Hungary . UNICEF has been glad to make its staff 

contribution to this effort by temporarily loaning an experienced relief operator 

of Swiss nationality who has been on our staff for the past eight years and who 

previously was associated for a n1F1ber of years with the International Red Cross . 

This staff member is initially in charge of the relief operation within Hungary . 

Again last week we agreed to temporarily loan another member of our staff to the 

International Red Cross as supply officer in Budapest . 

The out-pouring of aid has been so substantial in these first days that 

UNICEF has continued to observe the situation in all readiness to act if and 

,.Jhen its help might be necessary in the light of aid now being made available 

from so many other sources . 

. .. /2 



. .,. 
) . -

As of this day no one ca...7. actually foresee what the final total dimensions 

of the problem will be. The call for help may be a very large one. That depends 

on the restauration of tranquillity and the normal flow of supplies in Hungary from 

the countryside to the cities. I simply wish to say that UNICEF is ever alert to 

its responsibility in providing emergency aid to children and mothers afflicted as: 

a result of the present situationt 

(a) to the extent that other governmental and voluntary sources 

of aid are not able to meet the problem, 

and 

(b) within the limitations of its own financial capacities. 
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SOS AD MIC 

DE I ES IO OF EI G co POSED or TO THY 

s ... co I D 
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SfRICT CONFIDE C[ THAT HUN RY STILL HAS FOOD ro T TY DAY 

LY STOP BOISSI~ I SlSTS THAT IF REDCROSS IS TO ACT 0~ £HALF 

UJ H SHOULD BE INFORMED SOONEST POSSl L AS sue ADDITIO AL 

TIVITY OULD REQUIRE AGEM ADDITIO AL TArr. 
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