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Dear Secretary-General,

Chair

Sonia Picado

It is my pleasure to write to you on the recent activities in support of human
security. On 22 April 2014, the Advisory Board on Human Security (ABHS) convened a
Mid-Term Consultation Meeting in New York. At the meeting , the Board expressed their
sincere gratitude for your careful consideration of the management of the Human Security
Unit (HSU) and your decision for the Unit to report to the Deputy Secretary-General,
with administrative support provided by the Department of Management.

Sadako Ogata
(Honorary)

Board Members

Adebayo Adedeji

Francois Fouinat

Frene Ginwala

The Board shares your view that programmatic and policy guidance from the
Office of the Deputy Secretary-General will ensure greater visibility and sustainability for
the Unit while maintaining the emphasis of the human security approach as a cross
cutting and integrative framework that links the three pillars of the Organization. We look
forward to the implementation of this new arrangement and would like to take this
opportunity to highlight the importance of properly staffing the HSU at this critical
juncture.

Shinichi lida

(ex-officio)

Matjai Kovacic

Kamel Morjane

Vitit Muntarbhorn

Bradford Smith

Yukio Takasu

Akihiko Tanaka

Knut Vollebaek

The Board also adopted the Unit's Strategic Plan 2014-2017 which aims to
mainstream human security in the activities of the organisation and extend the global
awareness and usage of the human security approach. To achieve these ambitious goals,
the Board noted that intensified outreach with United Nations Agencies, Funds and
Programmes as well as continued engagement with the Chief Executives Board would be
critical. In addition, the Board underlined the need for a well-crafted campaign to develop
new partnerships that can result in substantial financial contributions from a number of
Member States.

In support of these efforts, it is my great pleasure to introduce three new members
who have been selected to join the ABHS. They bring supplementary skills and capacities
to the Board and its commitment towards the greater advancement of human security.

Mr. Akihiko Tanaka (Japan) is President of the Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA). Before assuming his present post, he was Vice President of the
University of Tokyo from 2011 to 2012; Executive Vice President of the University of
Tokyo from 2009 to 2011; and Director of the Division of Intemational Affairs of the
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University of Tokyo from 2008 to 2010. Mr. Tanaka's specialties include theories of
international politics, contemporary international relations in East Asia, and Japan's
foreign policy. In 2012, Mr. Tanaka was awarded the Medal with Purple Ribbon for his
academic achievements in Japan.

Mr. Knut Vollebaek (Norway) served in the post of High Commissioner on
National Minorities at the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)
from 2007 until 2012. Mr. Vollebaek is internationally recognized for his role in the
promotion ofpeace and security and the protection of human rights, which have been a
constant theme in his political and diplomatic career. From 1991 to 1993, he was
Norway's Ambassador to the Central American States. As Norway's Foreign Minister
between 1997 and 2000, Mr. Vollebaek served as the Chairperson-in-Office of the OSCE,
and from 2001-2007 he served his country as the Norwegian Ambassador to the United
States.

Mr. Kamel Morjane (Tunisia) brings many years of experience working with the
United Nations. From 1977 to 1996, he served as Director for South West Asia, North
Africa and the Middle East and Director for Africa with the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees. In 1996 he was appointed as Permanent Representative of
Tunisia to the United Nations and International Organizations in Geneva before his
selection as the Secretary-General's Special Representative for the Democratic Republic
of Congo in November 1999. More recently, between 2005 and 2010 he served as
Defense Minister of Tunisia and as Minister of Foreign Affairs from 2010 to 2011.

I hope this updates you on the outcome of the discussions at the last meeting of
the ABHS, minutes of which are attached to this letter for your reference. In closing,
please allow me to express on behalf of the ABHS our appreciation for your continued
support and to reiterate our steadfast commitment in supporting the United Nations in its
work on human security.

Yours sincerely,

Sonia Picado
Chair, Advisory Board on Human Security
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Minutes of the Mid-Term Consultation of the Advisory Board on Human Security
22 April 2014

New York

A mid-term consultation of the Advisory Board on Human Security (ABHS) was convened on
22 April at the One UN Hotel, New York. The meeting was chaired by Ms. Sonia Picado and
was attended by the following Board Members: Mr. Francois Fouinat, Mr. Matjaz Kovacic, Mr.
Vitit Muntarbhorn, Mr. Yukio Takasu and Ambassador Motohide Yoshikawa. Also present were
Mr. Patrick Carey - Office of the Chef de Cabinet, Mr. Asif Khan - Executive Office of the
Secretary-General (EOSG), Mr. Kamel Morjane, representatives from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Permanent Mission of Japan to the United Nations, as well as the staff of the
Human Security Unit (HSU), Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

Introductory Remarks

• The Chair of the ABHS, Ms. Sonia Picado, welcomed the Board Members and thanked
them for their continued efforts in advancing human security within the United Nations
and beyond. She also welcomed Mr. Kamel Morjane, former Foreign Minister of Tunisia,
who was invited as a guest to the meeting. Ms. Picado proceeded to update the Board on
her fruitful meeting in March 2014 with the Chef de Cabinet of the United Nations on the
recommendations of the Board at its fourteenth meeting. As per the letter from the
Secretary-General (S-G) to the ABHS dated 8 April 2014, Ms. Picado informed the
Board that the HSU will be relocated under the substantive guidance of the Executive
Office of the Secretary-General (EOSG) and the administrative support of the
Department of Management (DM). In closing, Ms. Picado thanked Ambassador
Yoshikawa for his support during these meetings.

• Ambassador Yoshikawa voiced the Government of Japan's endorsement for the new
arrangements in support of the work of the HSU within the EOSG. He also briefed Board
Members on follow-up activities to the report of the S-G on human security which was
released in January 2014, including the briefing on the report of the S-G that was
convened by Mr. Yukio Takasu for Member States. Ambassador Yoshikawa noted that at
the briefing, the report was positively received and many Member States welcomed the
examples provided on the successful application of the human security approach at
national, regional and international levels.

• Furthermore, Ambassador Yoshikawa informed the Board of the recent visit by the
President of the General Assembly to Japan, where Prime Minister Abe and Foreign
Minister Kishida emphasized the importance of human security in the Post-2015
Development Agenda. To this end, Ambassador Yoshikawa informed the Board that an
Informal Thematic Debate on Human Security will be held at the General Assembly on
18 June 2014 to further discuss the report of the S-G and the human security approach in
the context of the Post-2015 Development Agenda. Ambassador Yoshikawa noted that
while many delegations support a holistic and human-centered approach, as well as the
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protection and empowerment framework, some Member States remain reluctant to
include the term human security in resolutions of the General Assembly.

Discussion on the recent developments regarding the transition of the HSU and the future
advancement of human security

• Mr. Patrick Carey, Director of the Office of the Chef de Cabinet and Mr. Asif Khan,
Deputy Director of the Political, Peacekeeping and Human Rights Unit of the EOSG,
introduced themselves to the Board and underlined their support to the HSU during this
period of transition and into the future. Mr. Carey noted that after a number of
consultations with senior management and relevant stakeholders, and taking into
consideration the findings of the HSU Needs Assessment as well as the letter from the
Board to the S-G, the decision was made to place the Unit under the substantive guidance
of the EOSG with a direct reporting line to the Deputy Secretary-General. He reaffirmed
that this move will increase the visibility of the Unit and will help advance the shared
goals of the EOSG and the ABHS in integrating the three pillars of the UN system.

• The Board expressed their gratitude to the EOSG and welcomed the new administrative
and substantive arrangements in support of the HSU. Board Members noted that the
transition can contribute significantly towards efforts to mainstream the human security
approach across the UN system and to advance its inclusion on the Post-20I5
Development Agenda. Mr. Francois Fouinat in further expressing his appreciation of the
recent developments, reminded the Board and the EOSG of the need to resolve the
lingering issue of the staffing of the Unit.

• Turning the discussions to the future advancement of human security, Ms. Picado invited
Mr. Fouinat to update the Board on his visit to Japan in January 2014. Mr. Founiat noted
the continued support for human security within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as well
as the strong interest from the League of Parliamentarians dedicated to human security.
Notwithstanding, Mr. Fouinat underlined the need to produce information on human
security in Japanese in order to highlight the successful work of the UNTFHS and the
growing acceptance of human security within and outside of the UN. Mr. Morjane further
underscored the need to engage with non-governmental organisations as well as
universities beyond Japan, especially in the Middle East and North Africa.

• In this context, Ambassador Yoshikawa highlighted the growing acceptance of the human
security approach beyond the United Nations and the number of Member States, such as
Mexico, which include human security in their domestic policies. He also pointed out that
there is a strong worldwide interest in human security in the academic. However, he
expressed disappointment at the slow pace of integrating the human security approach
within the United Nations system. Meanwhile, Mr. Takasu added that while the uptake of
human security outside of the United Nations can happen rather quickly, the political
process within the United Nations required a longer process. In addition, Mr. Taklasu
noted that mainstreaming should not only focus on the inclusion of the term human
security but also on its principles, especially its focus on people-centred and inclusive
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solutions, both of which are extremely important in view of the Post-2015 Development
Agenda.

Update on the activities of the HSU since the last meeting of the ABHS by HSU

• Reflecting on the activities of the HSU over the previous six months, Ms. Mostafavi
highlighted the Strategic Plan 2014-2017 which heralds a new phase of implementation
for human security with a greater focus on mainstreaming within and beyond the United
Nations. To this end, Ms. Mostafavi noted the growing interest among academics and
NGOs and informed the Board of the various international conferences that are being
held in Oxford, Istanbul and Belgrade, among others, as well as the adoption of the
human security approach by NGOs such as the Global Partnership for the Prevention of
Armed Violence (GPPAC) and its continued advocacy on the inclusion of human security
in the Post-2015 Development Agenda. In addition, Ms. Mostafavi noted that, while
some Member States maintain their reservations, more and more Governments are
expressing their commitment to human security, and gave the example of Mexico where
a human security event at parliamentary level is to be held in September.

• Furthermore, to ensure that the HSU can deliver on the goals and objectives outlined in
the Strategic Plan, Ms. Mostafavi stressed the importance of expanding the donor base of
the UNTFHS. While the HSU has successfully raised over $20 million in co-funding over
the past two years, she noted that as the Fund's resources continue to decline, the ability
to leverage meaningful amounts of co-funding is also reduced. Consequently, if the HSU
is to successfully mainstream human security within the UN, and as recommended in the
HSU Needs Assessment, the Fund should aim to support a minimum of eight projects at a
total cost of approximately $18 million per year. Moreover, Ms. Mostafavi reminded the
Board of the importance of a system-wide approach to mainstreaming of human security,
key elements of which could include: the commitment of the Chief Executive Board
(CEB); support by the executive boards of UN Agencies, Fund and Programmes and its
clear communication to regional and country offices; backing of UN Country Teams and
the assurance that the mainstreaming of human security does not bring additional burden
but instead builds on and is integrated into existing frameworks; and the training of UN
staff, especially the Resident Coordinators, on the application ofhuman security.

Discussion on how best to ensure greater usage and mainstreaming of human security into
the activities of the United Nations

• Reflecting on the recent report of the S-G on human security, Mr. Muntarbhorn stressed
the importance of including human security in national action plans as well as further
engagement with regional and other inter-governmental organisations, such as the
African Union, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the
Organisations for Security and Cooperation for Europe (OSCE) and the Association of
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN). Focusing on ASEAN, he highlighted the 'Blueprint
Cycle' and the 'ASEAN Plus' meetings as areas where human security could be included.
To move beyond the rhetoric of mainstreaming and towards a more action oriented
approach, Mr. Kovacic added the need to further disseminate the added value of the Trust
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Fund and the success of the UNTFHS funded projects in enhancing efficiency, increasing
impact, and strengthening the work of the UN.

• Board Members also welcomed the idea of establishing a senior-level task force or
working group with the aim to develop, implement and monitor an action plan for the
mainstreaming of human security in the UN system. In addition, the Board revisited the
discussion of including human security on the agenda of the CEB. In response, Mr.
Yukio Takasu noted that the CEB is an important avenue to explore as it includes senior
management from the World Bank, the IMF and the UN. He also noted the relevance of
human security to the CEB's focus on inclusive development and advised the Chair of the
ABHS to meet with the CEB Secretariat on an informal level to discuss the best way
forward.

Discussion on the expansion of the donor base of the UNTFHS and the future revision of
the UNTFHS Guidelines

• Members of the Board discussed the urgent need to expand the donor base of the
UNTFHS. However, the Board recommended approaching the expansion as partnership
building with Member States, rather than simply fundraising. Possible counties could
include Mexico, Norway, Chile, Austria, Switzerland and countries in the Gulf region,
among others.

• To this end, the Board discussed the various ways in which these donors could engage
with the Fund . In addition to general contributions, Board Members discussed the
possibility of accepting contributions earmarked to certain countries or thematic areas
and requested the HSU to provide a list of promising ongoing and recently closed
UNTFHS projects which could be of interest to these donors.

• In light of the need to attract new donors to the Trust Fund, and in view of the goal to
mainstream human security in the UN system, members of the Board turned their
attention to revising the UNTFHS Guidelines. The Board welcomed further exploration
into setting strategic priorities and requested the HSU to revise the Guidelines to be more
in line with the goals and objectives of the Strategic Plan. Lastly, the Board suggested
approaching the Government of Japan for additional financial support during this period
of transition.

New members of the ABHS

• The Board discussed and endorsed Dr. Akihiro Tanaka, President of JICA, Mr. Kamel
Morjane, former Special Representative of the Secretary-General to the Democratic
Republic of Congo, and Mr. Knut Vollebaek, former High Commissioner on National
Minorities at the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, as new members
of the ABHS.

• Regarding the ex-officio ABHS member, Mr. Shinichi Iida, Director of Global Issues
Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, mentioned that the Government of Japan

4



requests to replace the Permanent Representative of Japan to the United Nations with the
Director of Global Issues Cooperation. This request was supported and it was agreed that
the Permanent Representative of Japan will be invited to the ABHS meetings as a special
guest from the next meeting of the Board.

Follow-up Action s

• In closing, the following action points were highlighted:

1) The ABHS to request additional funding from the Government of Japan for the next
two years as human security transitions from project-based to a broader country-level
framework.

2) A letter to be sent by the ABHS to Ms. Valerie Amos, thanking OCHA for its support
to the HSU and the UNTFHS.

3) A letter to be sent to the S-G on the approval of the three new members to the ABHS.

4) The HSU to continue backstopping the SASG on Human Security on the best
possible mechanisms to integrate human security in the work of the UN system.

5) The HSU to support greater fundraising by the ABHS, the SASG and the EOSG on
human security and to provide the Board with a list of projects of interest to donors.

6) The HSU to coordinate with members of the ABHS for the next meeting of the
ABHS on 28 and 29 October 2014.

Human Security Unit
4 June 2014
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