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21 February 1969
RdeB/KSN

Note on the positions ado-pted by the four delegations at the
Paris talks

The four delegations taking part in the Viet-Nam peace talks

in Paris have already met five times. It is thus possible to

discern the main requirements or objectives of each delegation, to

know where the positions adopted are likely to remain irreconcilable

and where a possibility of compromise might be found.

I. The positions of the United States and South Viet-Namese Governments

A, The position of the United States

The view of the United States Government is that the 195*4- Geneva

Agreement on Viet-Nam provides "common ground on which to build the

structure of peace". Although Washington does not want to separate

the military issues from the political ones, it considers that without

an agreement on military questions, it would be very difficult to find

a solution to South Viet-Namrs political problems.

1. From those premises, on the military level, the United

States Government has set forth its objectives as follows:

Restoration of the demilitarized zone in

accordance with the provisions of the Geneva

Agreements. Free elections would later be held

on the question of reunification.

Mutual and guaranteed withdrawal of all

forces external to South Viet-Nam.

Agreement on non-intervention and non-

aggression by one zone of Viet-Nam against the

other.
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Impartial international supervision of

the implementation of the agreements by the
parties.

Arrangements for the exchange of prisoners.

The United States delegation does not for the moment support

the idea of a cease-fire which, as President Nixon pointed

out, "in a guerilla war, would be meaningless" and "would

permit the Communists to continue occupying or administering

portions of the South Viet-Namese territory".

2. On the political level, the American stand is that such

political affairs "must be a matter of determination by the
South Viet-Namese themselves".

At the fourth meeting of the Paris talks, Mr. Cabot Lodge

stated that "the external policy of the South Viet-Namese people

today and in the future is a question which is for them and their
elected representatives to determine". This might be considered

as a reply to the statement by the NFLSVN delegate at the second

meeting that "South Viet-Nam will follow a foreign policy of

peace and neutrality and will not adhere to any military alliance

under any form".

B. The position of .South Viet-Nam

If the participation of the Saigon Government in the talks has
been a source of discord between the South Viet-Namese and the

Americans, it seems that the two delegations have succeeded in restoring
a united front in order to tackle the core of the problem.

The Saigon Government has taken the same position as Washington
on the question of the demilitarized zone. Vice President Nguyen Cao

Ky has also indicated his approval of the "two track" approach advocated

by Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, President Nixon's Assistant on National
Security Affairs, and implied in the statements made by the United States

delegate. Vice President Ky thus stated that, after the withdrawal of
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North Viet-Namese and American troops, his Government would talk

with the Viet Cong, adding: "¥e can solve the problems ourselves

in an Asian manner." Some slight differences exist, however,

between the two delegations. Although •'."•; : anxious to reach

the most favourable terms of agreement, the United States is

interested in disengagement "per se". whereas the Republic of Viet-

Nam is mostly concerned with the political effects of such military

arrangements on its regime.

Thus, while the United States delegation requests the withdrawal

of North Viet-Namese forces, Saigon seems to want to obtain the

evacuation from the South of all pro-Communist forces which would

refuse to lay down their arms.

II. The position of the Horth Viet-Namese Government and the National
Liberation Front

A. Both delegations hold the view that the problem of South Viet-Nam

must be fundamentally and completely settled on the basis of their

political programmes, i.e. Hanoi's four points and the NFLSVN's five

.... points (see Annex).

B. Both delegations consider that the problem as a whole must be

solved in both its political and military aspects, the political one

being fundamental.

C. For the moment, the emphasis is being put by both delegations

on the view that a "lasting agreement" cannot be concluded at the

Paris talks as long as the present government in Saigon has not been

replaced by a "peace cabinet". The role of such a cabinet would be

to "have the good will to negotiate at the four-party conference" and

to "consider the Front as an independent party, equal with the others

and fully competent to settle the problems of South Viet-Nam". This

peace cabinet would be only a first step towards the final goal: the

constitution of a coalition government.



D. The two delegations also demand:

A complete and unconditional withdrawal of all United

States and allied forces.

- Direct conversations between- the United States and "the

Front".

E. Both delegations reject Washington's proposals:

Although they claim that one should use the.political

basis of the Geneva Agreements as a means of settling the

military questions, they do not accept the restoration of the

demilitarized zone. On the one hand, "it is only a temporary

demarcation line stipulated by the Geneva Agreements on the

concrete circumstances in which the 19̂ 5-195̂  war between

France and Viet-Nam was concluded". On the other hand, the

American proposal has no relation to the heart of the problem:

the total withdrawal of the aggressive forces.

Neither the North Viet-Namese delegation nor the NFLSVN

wants to accept the principle of a mutual withdrawal. In their

opinion, it is the Americans and their allies who are violating

the Geneva Agreements and it is they who must withdraw.

- At this stage of the discussion, an exchange of prisoners

seems to raise too many problems to be accepted. It might be

achieved, under certain conditions, between the Americans and

the North Viet-Namese as well as the Viet Cong forces but not

between the latter two and the Saigon Government. In fact,

neither Hanoi nor the NFLSVN wants to recognize the South

Viet-Namese government, nor does Saigon want to recognize the

NFLSVN as a representative entity until it has agreed to lay

down its arms.
# * *

It is probably too early to foresee the chances for an

agreement and the specific terms of such an agreement. It is

possible, nevertheless, to discern an apparent consensus on

some general principles. For instance, the United States has
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indicated that three of Hanoi's four points are acceptable.

These are: withdrawal of United States forces, the provision

of the Geneva Agreements calling for neutrality for Worth and

South Viet-Nam, and reunification on the basis of popular

wishes. If the United States has rejected the third point which

implies that the internal arrangements for South Viet-Nam should

be settled on the basis of the NFLSVN programme, it has agreed

nevertheless to consider the NFLSVN programme among others.

On the other hand, although they set forth prerequisites,

the Worth Vlet-Namese and NFLSVN delegations seem eager enough

to come to an agreement.

Despite this appearance of a "common ground", an immediate

solution should not be expected. As Dr. Kissinger wrote,

"There are no easy issues, for each issue is symbolic and

therefore in a way prejudges the final settlement". But the

fact that the talks are going on, that the American delegation

seems to use the pragmatic approach defined by Dr. Kissinger

himself in the January issue of Foreign Affairs, and that the

possibility of secret negotiations has not been discarded by

either delegation may give rise to some optimism.



- ANNEX -

The four-point stand of the Government of the Democratic Republic
of Viet-Nam;

"1. The fundamental national rights of the Viet-Namese people -
peace, independence, sovereignty, unification and territorial integrity
must be confirmed. According to the Geneva accords, the U.Se
Government must withdraw its troops, military personnel and all kinds
of weapons from South Viet-Nam, dismantle its military bases in the
South, and abolish its 'military alliance' with the south. The U.S.

Government must stop its interventionist and aggressive policy in the

south. According to the Geneva accords, the U.S, Government must

stop its acts of war against the north and completely end all

encroachments on the DRVW»s territory and sovereignty.

"2. Pending the achievement of the peaceful reunification of

Viet-Nam and during the period of temporary partition of Viet-Ham,

the military clauses of the 195̂  Geneva accords on Viet-Nam - such as
both zones should not have a military alliance with any foreign

country and should not have foreign military bases, troops and military
personnel on their territory - must be strictly respected.

"3. Southern affairs must be settled by the southern peoples

themselves in accordance with the South Viet-Wam National Liberation
Front's platform without intervention from foreign countries.

"k. The achievement of peaceful reunification of Viet-Nam must
be settled by the Viet-Namese people in two zones, without intervention

from foreign countries."

The five-point stand of the National Front of Liberation of South
Viet-Nam;

"1. South Viet-Nam is determined to strive to realize its
sacred rights to independence, democracy, peace, neutrality and
prosperity and to proceed toward the peaceful reunification of the

fatherland.



"2. The U.S. imperialists must put an end to their war of
aggression against Viet-Nam, withdraw all U.S. and satellite troops
and their war equipment from South Viet-Nam, and abolish U.S.
military bases in South Viet-Nam.

"5. The internal affairs of South Viet-Nam must be settled

by the South Viet-Namese people in conformity with the NFLSVN

political platform, without foreign intervention. A broad national

and democratic coalition government will be formed and free general

elections will be held in South Viet-Nam.

"4. The reunification of Viet-Nam will be settled by the Viet-
Namese people in both parts of the country step by step, by peaceful

means, on the basis of discussions and agreement between the two
parts of the country, and without foreign intervention.

"5. South Viet-Nam will adopt a foreign policy of peace and

neutrality, will not enter into military alliances with foreign
countries in any form, will establish friendly relations with all
countries on the basis of the five principles of peaceful co-existence,

and will establish good neighbourly relations with the Cambodian

Kingdom on the basis of respect for Cambodia's independence, sovereignty,

neutrality and territorial integrity within its existing borders and

respect for 195̂  Geneva accords, and with Laos on the basis of respect
for the 1962 Geneva Agreements on Laos."



UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH 28 February 1969
RdeB/KSN

Excerpts from an-article in Le Monde. 19 February 1969, by
Philippe Ben:

No development in the quadripartite consultations is expected
before Mr. Nixon's return

from Europe

United Nations, 18 February - Twelve days after the agreement

given by President Nixon to the French proposal for consultations

on the Middle East conflict among the four Big Powers at the United

Nations, no progress has been noted and nothing seems likely to

develop in the near future. In the bilateral contacts which have

taken place during the past week among the representatives of the

four Powers it is apparent that important differences persist

regarding the purposes of their meetings. The American representative,

Mr. Yost, who has apparently received instructions to proceed slowly,

seems to have "suggested that the Four should limit themselves to

the adoption of a text expressing their complete confidence in and

support of Mr. Jarring in the pursuit of his mission. This proposal

has met with opposition from the Soviet and French representatives

who maintain that there have already been too many general

declarations of this nature and that it is necessary now to authorize

the United Nations representative to establish a detailed plan for

the settlement of the Israeli-Arab conflict, and preferably to

establish a calendar of action, as proposed in the Soviet memorandum.

But the Americans refuse to consider the Soviet plan as a basis for

a discussion among the Four. Although this plan is the only one now

existing, many United Nations observers believe that the French

Government was wrong in publicly endorsing it at a time when France

herself was presenting a proposal. This endorsement- rendered even

more inopportune by the tension in Berlin - immediately resulted in -

making the French plan suspect in the eyes of Washington.
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. - - Mr. Jarring is said to be extremely disappointed by the

absence of progress in the consultations among the Four, and it

is believed that, rather than continuing his mission, he is

thinking of again taking up his post as Ambassador to Moscow.

As to the significance of this frustration, interpretations

differ. According to some observers, the Swedish diplomat might

have been irritated by a rejection by Paris and Moscow of the

American suggestion. According to others, the rumours concerning

the possible return of Mr. Jarring to the USSR are only the result

of a shew staged by some officials of the Secretariat in order to

support the American proposal. Another group thinks that Mr.

Jarring fully agrees with the Franco-Soviet plan and is irritated

by the American rejection of it. In any event, a United Nations

spokesman denied any rumours of an imminent departure by Mr. Jarring

for Moscow.

cc: ̂The Secretary-General
Dr. Bunche
Mr. Warasimhan
Mr. Rolz-Bennett



UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH 28 February 1969
RdeB/KSN

AGENCE FRANCE-FRESSE

Hanoi, 28 February - Nhan Dan, the official organ of the

Worth Viet-Namese party, devoted its editorial this morning to

the next official visit of a delegation of twelve members of the

national Front of Liberation (Viet Cong) to Hanoi and saluted

"the brothers coming from the great Front to rejoin their families

behind the lines".

The paper recalls that ! at the time of the NLF delegation's

first visit in 1962 "the Front victoriously faced a special war",

adding: "Today we salute the South which gathers strengthen

all; fields and is victorious in a localized war". Finally,

Nhan Dan emphasizes the connexion between this visit and the

events at the Paris conference.

cc: The Secretary-General
Dr. Bunche
Mr. Narasimhan
Mr. Rolz-Bennett



UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH 28 February 1969
RdeB/KSN

AGENCE FRAWCE-PRESSE

Vientiane, 28 February - In an editorial published this morning,

Lao Presse, the Laotian government organ, categorically rejected the

principle of negotiations with the "Neo Lao Haksat", the Laotian

Communist party in rebellion against the north of the country since

1963.

Emphasizing that there could be no negotiations because the

internal Laotian problem had been settled by the Zurich and Plaine

des Jarres Agreements, the editorial recalled the position of Prime

Minister Prince Souvana Phouma which favours a "new dialogue with

the Laotian Communists" but through "conversations and not negotiations",

For Lao Presse, to negotiate would be to give to the Laotian problem

a dimension it does not have and to favour the Hanoi policy. Hanoi

would be delighted to see this problem "bogged down in long and

painstaking negotiations of the Avenue KLeber type whose haggling

must serve as a lesson to us".

cc: The Secretary-General
Dr. Bunche
Mr. Narasimhan
Mr. Rolz-Bennett
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AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE DISPATCH

6 torch 1969, Phnom Penh. -

Prince Sihanouk said, today that Communist Viet Minh

guerrillas had infiltrated into a number of thinly."

populated frontier areas in northeast Cambodia and were

firmly installed in the area stretching from the east of

Minot in Kompong Cham province to the provinces of

Mondolkiri and Rattanaikiri in the north.

He said the Cambodian army headquarters had drawn up

detailed maps of the areas where the Viet Minh were installed

and added that it was surprising that "the American aircraft

do not bomb these zones, but others - mainly in Suayrieng

province where there are no Viet Minh units and where the

only victims are Cambodians".

The Prince added: "I am forced to the conclusion that

the Americans are not trying to hinder the Viet Minh on

Cambodian territory but are exerting pressure on us to force

us to change our policies, even to get the people to rise

against me.

"The Americans say that I know that there are Viet Minh

sanctuaries in Cambodia, but that I protest if they attack

them. In fact I say nothing when they attack Viet Minh

positions but I am furious when they attack false sanctuaries

and kill my compatriots."



6 March 1969
RdeB/KSN

Prince Sihanouk's statement that he would say nothing

if American forces attacked Viet Minh positions in Cambodia

is interesting in the present context. In fact, one of the

possibilities offered to the Nixon administration as a

response to the present Viet Cong offensive might be the

bombing of the track between Sihanoukville in Cambodia and

the Viet-Namese border. United States military officials

are convinced that North Viet-Namese forces operating in

the southern part of South Viet-Nam are supplied by convoys

of trucks crossing the eastern province of Cambodia. The

Cambodian administration in this province, they pretend,

has been almost totally eliminated by the North Viet-Namese.

Most of the incidents which have taken place until now

occurred in the province of Suayrieng which juts deeply

into South Viet-Nam and these incidents were difficult to

avoid. The use of the B-52s to prevent supplies shipped to

Sihanoukville from reaching Viet-Nam would alleviate the

pressure on allied troops in that part of Viet-Nam, but it

would also be a new step in the extension of the war.

Sihanouk referred only to the northern provinces. Does

this mean that he wants to divert attention from the southern

part of his country, or is it really, as the United States

might interpret it, an invitation to an increased U.S.

intervention?

- For Mr. Warasimhan.



AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE DISPATCH

Hanoi, March 12 (AFP) - by Albert Dupuy.

On the ere of the eighth session of the stymied peace talks in

Paris tomorrow, all signs here pointed to definitive North Viet-Namese

intransigence.

No backstepping appeared possible from the constantly repeated

hard line that American troops must leave Viet-Nam. For leaders

I here, heard in public or in private, this "hard line" is a minimum
I
\̂  demand brooking no compromise whatever.

The prevailing mood in Hanoi belies speculation that the North

Viet-Nam delegation's intransigence in Paris is purely tactical. Nor

should compromise be expected as a result of any deal which might be

forthcoming from the United States - Soviet negotiations which President

Nixon predicted during his recent tour of Europe.

As for threatened American retaliation for the current spring

offensive in South Viet-Nam, the official Press agency commented

today that the offensive was itself "a most apt retaliation for

intensification of the war by the United States".

Alluding to the past American bombing of North Viet-Nam and the

possibility of resumption, the agency wrote: "The present situation

is different for the United States from that of four years ago when

Washington engineered the Gulf of Tonkin incident as a pretext to

begin brazen attacks against the Democratic Republic of /~North_7

Viet-Nam." ...

Incessantly repeated hard line runs as follows: "Negotiation

cannot mean bartering any of our basic national rights, strict respect

of which we demand. ¥e shall stand intransigent as long as necessary

to obtain total and unconditional withdrawal of U.S. troops." ...

As for the forthcoming Soviet-American conversations, discounted

by the official Press here as Mr. Nixon toured Europe, observers

believed Hanoi perfectly capable of repudiating any concessions Moscow-

might propose to make.



1 October 1969
RdeB/ksn

Note for the Secretary-General

PAKISTAN AND VIET-NAM

After a long period of non-involvement in Indochina and despite its

"present domestic problems, Pakistan is showing an increasing interest in

the question of Viet-Nam. According to reliable sources, the Pakistan

Ambassador in Peking, who had gone to Hanoi for Ho Chi Minn's funeral,

might soon return there for political talks with North Viet-Wamese officials.

It is said that the Government of Pakistan might try to balance the influence

of India in Hanoi and that it considers that the time is appropriate for,

seen from Islamabad, relations between Hanoi and New Delhi are far from being

excellent.

Moreover, Pakistan officials are becoming aware that because of their

special relationship with Peking, and following Nixon's visit to their

country, they cannot remain indifferent to the Viet-Nam question. They

consider there is a possibility that they might play a role in a future

settlement. Their opinion seems to be based on the following arguments:

It will be difficult for China to accept in future agreements

two European Powers as co-Chairmen of an organ dealing with an Asian

problem, as provided by the Geneva Agreements.

The Government of Islamabad thinks that China might prefer Pakistan

to India inasmuch as Peking no longer considers the latter a neutral country.

- In any case, facing the prospect of a new settlement, China would

not accept the inclusion of only one Asian country in the organ of control,

particularly if this country is on good terms with the two leading anti-

Chinese Powers, the United States and the Soviet Union.

Indeed, Pakistan could, if requested, supply armed contingents for an

international military control force, as has been speculated in the Press.

Moreover, Pakistan might even be closely associated with a final settlement

of the conflict, perhaps at the expense of India.
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SECRET

6 October 1969
RdeB/ksn

Note for the Secretary-General

THE SITUATION IN LAOS

Several months ago, Prince Souvanna Phouma, Prime Minister of Laos,

informed the North Viet-Namese authorities that if they withdrew their troops

from Laos, the Laotian Government might reduce the "bombing of the "liberated

areas". Indeed, following the withdrawal of North Viet-Namese troops from

the Plaine des Jarres during the recent offensive led by Laotian special

forces, Prince Souvanna Phouma contacted Hanoi through various channels in

order to ascertain whether this withdrawal had been made on purpose and

should be interpreted as a sign of de-escalation on the part of North Viet-

Nam. He made it known that if the answer were positive, he would take the

opportunity of his visit to Washington to ask for a reduction of the bombing

by the United States of the "liberated areas"j he could also take advantage

of the situation to renew negotiations with North Viet-Nam.

Although it is not known whether Hanoi has given an answer , this

information calls for some comments:

1. In Vientiane, the lack of resistance of the North Viet-Namese to the

Laotian offensive seems to be generally interpreted as a political gesture.

In fact, the North Viet-Namese had fought back successfully in the south

central part of Laos but had rapidly evacuated the Plaine des Jarres,

abandoning numerous arms and munitions caches. However, some observers think

that tactical rather than political factors might explain this attitude:

in their view, a voluntary withdrawal based on political motives would have

implied a very rapid and unlikely policy change in Hanoi too soon after Ho

Chi Minn's death. These observers find another explanation for this unexpected

withdrawal: heavy bombing had preceded the offensive and the weakened North

Viet-Namese troops feared a ground attack of the same intensity; moreover,

these troops were exhausted after the battle of Muong Soui and provisioning

was becoming difficult because of the rainy season and the distance from

their bases in North Viet-*Nam; Hanoi probably does not attach as much importance

A..
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to the consequences of losing ground in Laos as in South Viet-Nam and

apparently did not want to sacrifice troops in a difficult battle for a

cause which no longer seems very popular at home.

The situation is therefore equivocal but all sides seem eager to exploit

it: the United States has an interest in minimizing the importance of the

offensive and in attributing its results to the attitude of the enemy;

Hanoi does not want either to draw attention to its own defeat or to deprive

itself of what might constitute a "trump card" in its negotiations with

Washington; and Prince Souvanna Phouma's interest is to interpret the situation

in favour of his country and of a renewal of the negotiations.

2. The attitude of Prince Souvanna Phouma might also be dictated by the
strong criticism expressed in the United States against American involvement

in Laos. He seems to fear that President Nixon, following his recent

declarations, might inform him of his intention to diminish the United States'

involvement in Laos and to reduce the bombing. The Prince, who does not want

to be confronted with a fait accompli. would certainly prefer this reduction

to appear as a political gesture from him to Hanoi.

3. It may be recalled that in May 1969 the North Viet-Namese Ambassador,

Mr. Le Van Hien, returned to his post in Vientiane for a short time and met

with the King and Prime Minister. At that time, Prince Souvanna Phouma is

said to have informed the Ambassador that he was ready to ask for a reduction

of the bombing of the "liberated areas" if North Viet-Nam ceased its inter-

ference in the war between the Laotian factions. For its part, Laos would

not try to interfere with the "foreign war fought on Laotian territory".

More recently, Hanoi is said to have been secretly informed that the Laotian

troops had no intention of cutting off the Ho Chi Mihh trail during their

offensive. Consequently, whatever the reasons for the North Viet-Namese

withdrawal from the Plaine des Jarres, both sides could make use of it to

renew the negotiations initiated in May.

*
* *
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*
* *

After his stay in the United States, Prince Souvanna Phouma is

going to Paris and London where he will meet with high government

officials. He also expressed the hope that he would be able to go to

Moscow but the Soviet Union is said to be rather sceptical of the

usefulness of such a visit and I am not sure that the Prince received

a positive answer. However, his new "diplomatic offensive" is in the

wake of those undertaken unsuccessfully in May and July of this year.



\̂
7 October 1969

RdeB/ksn

Viet-Namese Press Agency comment^on the Secretary-General's
letter to Foreign Minister Tran Van Lam

Agence France-Presse dispatch (unofficial translation)

Saigon, 7 October (AFP)

The Secretary-General of the United Nations has reaffirmed

that he will use all his influence in order to find a solution

to the Viet-Nam problem, the Viet-Namese press agency announced

on Tuesday.

In 'a letter to Mr. Tran Van Lam, South Viet-Namese Minister

for Foreign Affairs, U Thant expressed the hope that a just and

durable settlement will be reached through negotiations between

Viet-Namese themselves.

The U.N. Secretary-General also believê  that, once peace is

restored, Viet-Nam will become a prosperous country among the other

South East Asian nations, thanks to its natural resources and the

intellectual capacity and vigour of its people.

cc: Mr. Narasimhan



8 October 1969
RdeB/ksn

• •**«.?

UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH

Comnruniqu6 of the Laotian Patriotic Front on the visit of Prince
Souvanna Phouma to the United Nations

Agence France-Presse, Hong Kong.

In a communique" dated 2 October and circulated on 6 October by

the North Viet-Namese press agency, the Laotian Patriotic Front

(pro-Communist) said that the recent presence of Prince Souvanna

Phouma at the General Assembly of the United Nations and his

"manoeuvres" are "illegal and hull and void". The communique1

accused him of distorting the situation in Laos in an attempt to

obtain more money from Washington.

cc: Mr. Narasimhan



FRENCH M1NISTKR HOLDS TOKYO NEWS CONFERENCE

o KYODO in English 1155 GMT 24 Oct 24 Oct 69 T

[Text] Tokyo Ocfc & k̂ £$E)d-French Foreign Minister Maurice Schumann said here Friday
that the present si/ms o7̂ ~ 'thaw" in relations between the SovTelTTJnion and China would

'*.

c 5

.king at a press conference at the Imperial Hotel, Schumann said that France welcomed
such signs emerging between Peking 'and Moscow for tiro reason: One is that France
considers relaxation of tensions in any part of the world as a matter for rejoicing.

The other, which he described as more important, is that rapprochement between China
and the Soviet Union will help restore peace in Vietnam, Schumann, said, Probably that

could be'sailed even a prerequisite to a peaceful settlement of the Vietnam conflict,
he added, i * ---. ..„ ——.̂ m̂̂ ,̂,.̂-c.̂..m̂..«ĉ..r,̂.-«̂--- •••̂ -̂ ••̂ --•r.--- ,•..-,.„.,„-;.. - • •-».*-. -. -, - ,ra: .,....„„ —

Schumann earlier attended the Fraric.o-Japan.ese regular consultation in Tokyo.

Asked if France was ready to mediate the current Vietnam peace talks in Paris, he said
that his government had no intention of taking any "official initiative" that would
embarrass any one of the parties to the negotiations. .But he expressed his belief
that some day France would be able to do something to hasten the restoration of peace

in that part of the world. . - . . . . • • . "

/"'He said that as soon as he took over as French foreign minister,, he had talks with
/ representatives of the four parties to the Paris talks. It would be his responsibility
I as French foreign minister to continue such contacts from time to time' i'n the future ,

I he saido

| Schumann said that peace in Southeast Asia could not be brought about if a big power
| like China was put out of consideration, Utter neglect of China, would only make

1 problems more complicated and their solution harder to resolve, he said,

Referring to Britain's application to Join the Common Market, Schumann remarked that he

saw no reason why negotiations with Britain should not begin in 1970, However, he added,
such negotiations would begin only after two conditions had been 'met, One of the

conditions, he said, is that the structure of the Common Market itself must be
consolidated. Secondly, the six member-nations must reach agreement on the posture to
bet taken by them toward the British entry bid, he said,

' > ' ' > , • • ' ' "' t.i
Schumann further stated that Fjraiice' hac: not the slightest idea of signing the
nuclear- nonproliferation treaty. He also reiterated the French Government's policy
of not returning to tTTe""c.bn'.f'erence of 'the Committee . on Disarmament in Geneva,
"**"' ••• " ;
France is opposed to the non-nuclear pact, because it considers that total nuclear
disarmament should be sought first instead of seeking to strengthen the supremacy of
any specific nuclear powo.-s, the foreign minister stressed,

On the Soviet-proposed European security conference , he stated that such a conference
would be effective if it was so organised as to avoid the formation of confronting

j blocs. i

Schumann is scheduled to leave here Saturday, winding up his 4-day visit to Japan.
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The supervision of a cease-fire in Viet-Nam

In his press conference yesterday, President Nixon stated that "a

cease-fire must be effectively supervised by international observers as

well as by the parties themselves."

The first reactions of the Communist side are not very favourable

to the idea of such a cease-fire and it seems unlikely that an agreement

will be reached on tĥ 'st point* in the near future. However, there will

be much speculation on the modalities of supervision of an eventual cease-

fire (or troop withdrawal). Therefore, it might be useful to review some

aspects of the question.

Canada and India have already declared that they both are ready to

participate in such a supervision "if this were the wish of all interested

parties" /~India_7 • • and "if such a force were found to be useful"/~Canada_7.

In the past months, some countries had also expressed their willingness to

provide forces for such an eventuality. Last September, the Minister of

Defence of Sweden said that his country was ready to "send to Viet-Nam an

emergency force, should this constitute a means of ending the hostilities".

It had also been said last year that Indonesia and Pakistan could provide

contingents.

The supervision of the cease-fire by an international organization or

commission has also been envisaged.

As far as the United Nations is concerned, it seems unlikely that it

would be asked to play a role for well-known reasons. Suffice it to recall

that last year after President Nixon's statement before the General Assembly

both North Viet-Nam and the Liberation Front had denied the United Nations

"any right to interfere with the Viet-Nam problem". The same opposition to a

U.K. involvement was adopted last spring by the Communist camp a propos of

the Cambodian crisis and the proposal by the Secretary-General of a new

Geneva-type conference. A physical intervention by U.K. forces would

probably be met with an even more negative reaction.



— 2 —

As far as the International Control Commission is concerned, it

seems that its members themselves are very doubtful about its usefulness

in supervising a truce. Observers generally consider that the Communist

side (due especially to the influence of China) would prefer an organ

in -which Asian countries -would play a greater role than is the case with

the ICC.

Last year, when the possibility of a cease-fire or rapid troop

withdrawal was considered, the formula which was said to be the most

acceptable to all parties was the one which proposed the use of contingents

from countries close to Worth Viet-Nam on the one hand (Pakistan, for

example), and from countries close to South Viet-Nam and the United States

on the other (such as Indonesia), but not directly involved in the war.



ROUTING SLIP FICHE DE TRANSMISSION

The Secretary-General

FOR ACTION
FOR APPROVAL

. FOR SIGNATURE
PREPARE DRAFT

FOR COMMENTS

MAY WE CONFER?

YOUR ATTENTION

AS DISCUSSED

AS REQUESTED

NOTE AND FILE

NOTE AND RETURN

FOR INFORMATION XX

POUR SUITE A DONNER
POUR APPROBATION

POUR SIGNATURE
PROJET A REDIGER

POUR OBSERVATIONS

POURRIONS-NOUS EN PARLER?

VOTRE ATTENTION

COMME CONVENU

SUITE A VOTRE DEMANDE

NOTER ET CLASSER

NOTER ET RETOURNER

POUR INFORMATION

Text of an interview vith Pham Van Dong

which appeared in Le Monde on 2 December.

,v

Date:
10/XII/TO

CR. 13 (11-64)

FROM:
Rene" de Branche



Dec 70 K 6 NORTH VIETNAM

VAN DONG LE MONDE INTERVIEW ON SVN POLITICAL EVOLUTION

Paris LE MONDE 2 Dec 70 pp 1, 3 L

[Jacques Decornoy interview with DRV Premier Pham Van Dong: "The Political Evolution
in the Cities of South Vietnam Represents an Irreversible Movement"]

[Text] On 30 November, 10 days after the U.S. air raids against North Vir uiam and the
unsuccessful Son Tay operation, a U.S. aircraft bombed a DRV air defense position
near the Laotian border. On 1 December the Hanoi press agency reported air strikes
against two villages situated in the northern half of the Demilitarized Zone which
took place on 28 and 2Q' November. As a result of. these raids, the Hanoi government
must now consider territorial defense one of its ma.in tasks.

Put, as Premier Pham Van Dong told LE MONDE1 s special correspondent Jacques Decornoy,
the North Vietnamese leaders are mainly interested in the situation prevailing
in South Vietnam.

"We shall do our utmost to win the war; not only to win it but to win it more
completely, if I may say so. We have. paid an enormous price in order to gain this
victory." Pham Van Dong is both firnrancl relaxed, His confidence seems complete
and unshaken, "The war continues,, that is all..,.," A sweeping gesture with his
arms to emphasize this obvious tputh followed by a great burst of laughter. He is
interested in the most ticklish of recent events, the 21 November air raids. But
at the time of our visit to the DRV Premier on 27 November his foreign minister had
Just published a statement on this subject. Why repeat twice the same arguments
concerning a well-known question? Nevertheless, some comments are necessary:

"The American raidSj,.. We are used to them,.,. This war is full of contradictions,
are inescapable. On the one hand , .since 1968 this war was to be "de-Americanized"
and gradually decscalated. But, on the other, Mr Nixon rebelled against this evolution
and, as a result,, the Cambodian coup occurred, and air raids were ceaselessly
intensified. Now they have reached a dangerous level of intensity. By means of these
interventions Mr Hixon aimed at prolonging and intensifying the war with a view to
finding an impossible solution, But he cannot find one. He must accept the natural,
normal, and inescapable evolution of this war: the end ;., the aggression, the withdrawal,
also inescapable, of troops , and a political solution iii,..t'n on the recognition of the
Vietnamese people's national rights,

"For our part, we believe that this war is waged in accordance with relentless logic,
which sults_jus_ perfectly well, For years we have done o-.i
this logical process, -the dialectics of this process, c>Mf
on it: a protracted war, a people1 E wt-r, military ana p ..J
the past few years, diplomatic strategy. This logic suits
its secret, the secret neither Mr Nixon, nor the White iio
uncover. This logic is inherent in tht.- entire historj ..,
the independence of all the peopled, aiu '̂ hia is not h -.- . <
of the decline of .Imperialism, in eluding American imf-i.̂  *e> (
a role in this evolution; we :;&»-.. ^l^ycvi it, we aiv ,.,̂ .y •
aofrtinue to play ifc~-magnif ictnlj.y .

utmost to cleanly comprehend
•' o base our strategy
.'.acal strategy, and, for

. >j.z well because we know
.s* •, nor the Pentagon can
our era, which is the era of
\t>an, This is the era

m, dp are playing
•••. it, -- ' we shall
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"President Ho Chi Minh liked to talk about the trapped fox which wants to free himself,
only succeeds in trapping a second paw and $o forth,... These people are sinking

into their madness! By taking action in Cambodia, Mr Nixon wanted to create a
situation which would render his "Vietnamization" less difficult, but also has
difficulties in that country, where evolution is running its course.

"In this war the Americans have indulged in illusions for a long time. The notorious
"pacification" was not started by Mr Nixon. It started a long time before him. This
time the Americans have made considerables even enormous, efforts with a view to
making this "pacification" succeed. They have committed unprecedented outrages and
crimes. You cannot "imagine the scale of these tortures, crimes, and genocide. But
Mr Nixon can only build a structure which could be destroyed overnight."

Here Pham Van Dong comes to the point which he has most at heart: The basic factor
beyond any vicissitudes, even deadly and painful, the main currents, the great tide
against which, he believes, Washington cannot win. He does not necessarily evade
topical questions so long as their analysis takes place within the social and historical
context of Vietnam. Our talk concerned South Vietnam and, particularly, the situation
in the cities rather than any particular raid or measure.

"The significance of the events which are now occurring in the cities is of extreme
importance. It is. not by chance that for the past few years and, in particular,
since 1969 the masses have made a stand. Furthermore, these masses include all
classes of people, from the working people to students, bonzes, the liberal bourgeoisie,
intellectuals, journalists, and parliamentarians. All these people are waging a
struggle in accordance with slogans which are essentially those of the PRGRSV. It
is not by chance that they met! This movement is irreversible. A years-long struggle
on all fronts has been necessary to enable this urban movement to come to maturity.

"The urban masses have taken a stand against a very harsh'police regime which conditions
people. Only 2 years ago any talk about peace and neutrality resulted in prison
sentences. But now it is possible to see everywhere, in Saigon, 'Hue, and Da Nang,
slogans demanding the establishment of a peace government and the withdrawal of American
troops. Hundreds of thousands of people are taking a stand because they know that
our victory is real. The puppet government's officials and puppet officers understand
the 'eight points' submitted on 17 September 1970 by the PRGRSV. They know that
the time is approaching for this plan's implementation. They understand that the
withdrawal of American troops and the formation of a national reconciliation government
are unavoidable."

It seems that the premier has brought for this talk only one document, which he is
waving about, rereading, and now and then translating into French. It is tli? PRGRSV's
"eight points." He is continually referring to it. He is reminding me of its passages
relative to the sacking of Generals Thieu, Ky, and Khiem and to the need to form a
government favorable toward peace, independent-., neutrality, and democracy.

4

The 1971 Elections in the South
*

"Any elections in the south under military occupa;- .on cannot but be rigged. The 1971
because of the evolution of the political situation,

in "particular in the citie_s_._ ~1T "is" th'is evolution that is of fundamental importance and
n<Tthing"e"lse". "^The~presidential election may play some role but it will be a very, very
small role as seen in relation to a prospect which will outclass everything! Because the
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of' ever v t 'i L* g .is re pro seated by ; he' pupal a r movement, the political movement
om which a gover out- •-. t tm.ll emerge, a g>jverrtiient on which the masses will be able to

roJ.y and with wNj.ch t.:,e PRGRSV will be af.ie to talk. In this connection the PRGRSV -o
'c : jit.n pc-.ints' have gained considerable support among the southern population, with
the exception oi1 active pro-Americans. "

But tjas Mr Nixon not spoken about the withdrawal of his troops? What . s going to
napper ? ' And what hope is there? M. Pharn Van Do.ng becomes harsh to the U.S. President
ana' to the exeget.es of his 7 October speech:

"You have mentioned the withdrawal of the American troops ,. ."b,... should Mr Nixon be
credited with nonexistent intentionTT~TteT;î "neve'r'"roentiGne(i any deadline, He is
opposed, t: a complete withdrawal. He has repeatedly implied that in spite of every-
thing he would leave behind a part of this army. But owing to the force of circum-
stances, to the South Vietnamese, Indochinese ., even U.S., and world forces, some clay
he will have to end the war and withdraw his troops completely and unconditionally.
He will h?ve to let ... T people in the south manage their own affairs in aecottian.ee with
their wishes. Some day he will clearly understand the PRGRSV's 'eight points,' but he
does not understand them now. The Americans started with, the 'special war . ther.- ,
following the arrival of the American expeditionary corps in the south, t'-e 'local
war' startedj and then there was the destruction war in the north." (Accordir.g to
Vietnamese terminology a "special war" is waged with the assistance of "advisers" and
with material help; its failure leads to a "local war/' that is, tc the intervention
of a foreign expeditionary corps) "By the end, of 1968 a new stage of this war was
reached: Mr Nixon then started his 'Vietnamization, ' believing that he would thus
find a favorable solution, but this is impossible. Impossible! We would like to play
a straightforward, game but Mr Nixon is used to multiplying all possible maneuvers,"

"Mr Nixon Does Not Want To Talk"

"Wells you are talking about the 7 October speech, . . .The main thing is to see if he
wants to talk clearly and genuinely and not to look with a magnifying glass for some-
thing which may be read between the lines. We do not believe that he wants tc talk
at present. Mr Hixon's 'five points' were published with a view to the ;> November
elections, which he lost anyway, He may be a'hl e to deceive his electors but he earn..:
deceive us. And then these recent raids .... X- . '•'.o, , „ .Let- us waste no time looking ft-r
something which he might have wished to say between the linos! So fir as we are
concerned we know that the PRGRSV's 'eight points' are genuine, We canr-.ot give w^y on
any of these points."

Vie also wished to talk with the DRV premier alr-out; American prisoners. He seemed
surprised or even annoyed by this. Certainly, as the PRGRSV declared, on 17 September,
this question will be1 discussed at the right time when Washington decides to withdraw
all its troops. But we have-not reached this point at present.

"The American administration and the media conAected with it make a lot of propaganda
concerning this question. We are not impressed by it because our attitude has not
changed since the beginning. This attitude is based on humanitarian considerations
which are the -only advantageous ones. This is the only policy we can pursue, Just as
it was the only policy we could pursue when we had prisoners from the French expeditionary
corps. Therefore , when these Washington gentlemen talk about humaneness tr.is sounds
false because everybody knows what they have done, in particular in the south, and wtiat
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cr#me they Have committed, especially against those whom they have captured, be- they
(fllitary or civilian prisoners."

But the struggle must be seen in the context of Indochina,, especially since Prince

Sihanouk's overthrow by General Lon Nol. M. Pham Van Dong extols this "Indochinese

solidarity which has always existed but which was solemnly consecrated at the

Indochinese People's 'Summit' conference." He goes on: "The solidarity was born in
the thick of the battle and was intensely experienced by all those who participated
in the conference'. It has been extended to the struggle and this struggle is waged
on the ba^is of respect for the independence and sovereignty of the parties in question
and for the national interests of these parties. This is neither a slogan nor empty

words but a requirement of our Joint fight. Realities differ according to our various
countries and our plans also differ according to countries: There are the PRGRSV's
'eight points,' the Pathet-Lao 'five points,' and Sihanouk's 'five-point' declaration.
Indeed we are waging a joint struggle, but each country is looking for a solution
consistent with its national interests and with the interests of the common struggle."

To Develop the Economy of the North

The north is tending old wounds while new ones may open. What will its future be like?
M. Phair. Van Dong has just visited a province. The Hanoi press writes at length about
harvests, fertilizers, and savings to be achieved....

"We are ready to meet any eventuality but, on the other hand, we are doing our utmost
with a vie'w to restoring and developing our economy. It is absolutely indispensable
to make the greatest possible efforts in this direction. The DRV's strength is largely
based on its economic development. If it wants to establish a solid base the republic

must develop both its economy and its military potential. Furthermore, our people's
material and cultural life must be improved. In this war we have accomplished miracles
in the economic sphere but much remains to be done. The socialist countries are helping
us bu(; we are determined to promote cooperation with other countries, in particular
with Prance."

The political situation in the South Vietnamese citiest the economic development of
North Vietnam....M. Pham Van Dong could talk for hours about these Vietnamese realities

jwhich represent his only apparent concern and against which, he asserts, all
/ "Vietnamization" policies decided abroad will be smashed.



Note for the Secretary-General

Attached is one of the very few non-critical

references to the Secretary-General and the

United Nations made "by the Liberation Front

of South Vietnam in the last three years.

Following the acknowledgement "by North

Vietnam of your cable of sympathy after the

floods in that country, it may denote a change

in attitude vis-a-vis the Organization.

Rene de Branche
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[Text] South Vietnam September 2U LPA--In their Joint letter sent yesterday to the
Secretary General of the United Nations Organisation and the "World Church Council", the
Catholic Movement for Peace", the "Movement of Catholic Laboring Youth", the "forces
of great unity" and the "war invalids association" sternly condemned the U.S. backing
of the Thieu clique in their October 3 election farce. The letter condemned the Thieu
clique's brazen repression of political parties in Saigon, especially the bloody
repression of students in the past few days. The said organisations urged the Secretary
General of the UNO to condemn the U.S. -Thieu brazen violation of human righTs~~i7r"viefcnam)
arid to use His power €"o"'sta'y "these" brutal acts. ' .„


