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1. Please kindly find attache<;!, for information; the Secretary-General report 
(AIHRC/l 0/46)on the question of the realization in all countries of economic, social and 
cultural tights, covering the period January to December 2008. 

2. This report is subtnitted pursuant to paragraph 16 of the Human Rights Council 
resolution 4/f, on the "Question of the realization in all cout1tries of ecbnotnic, social and 
cultural rights'\ in which it requested the s~cretary-General ''to submit to the Council an 
annual report on the implementation of the present resolution". 

3. In the resolution, the Council refers to activities in a range of fields relevant to the 
promotion and protection of human rights, focusing particularly on the activities of the 
Committee on Economic, Social and Cullaral Rights (CESCR) and the Committee on the 
Rights of the Child (CRC); the special procedures of the Human Rights COLmcil with 
mandates focusing on one or mot:e economic, social and cultural rights and also with other 
thematic rnandates; and the Office oft he United Nations High Commissioner tor Human 
Rights (OHCHR). Concerning OHCHR, the present report provides the Council with 
some examples of activities undertaken in implementing the strategic vision set ot1t in the 
High Cmnmissionet'S Strategic Management Plan 2008-2009 and further detailed in the 
cotTesponding Plan of Action. 

4 The enclosed report does not contain any controversial issue· to be f1agged for the 
attc £~tion of EOSG. 
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Summary 

A . 

The present report is submitted in accordance with resolution 4/1 of the Homan Rights 

CounciL It outlines the activities of t11e Office of the United Nations High Coriunissioner for 

Human Rights(OHCHR), treaty bodies and special procedures in relation to economic, social 

and cultural rights. These activities include. those of the Committee on Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights, tbe Committee on the Rights of the Child, the Committee on Migrant Workers, 

several special procedures and of the Open-ended Working Group on an optional protocol to the 

lntemati9nal Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. The report also covers 

OHCHR activities on assistance and technical cooperation to States, United Nations agencies, 

civil society and other relevant stakeholders. In line with the Strategic Management Ptan for the 

period 2008-2009 in which the Office's priorities are articulated, the present report reflects a 

continued focus in the work on economic, social and cultural rights. highlighting some of the 

m<~or areas of enhanced capacity and engagement. 
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l. In its resolution 4/1, the Hw11an Rights Council requested the Secretary-General to submit 

to the Council an annual report on the implementation ofthat resolution. The Human Rights 

Council referred to activities in a range of fields relevant to the promotion and proteclion of 

human rights, focusing particularly on the activities of United Nations treaty bodies; the special 

procedures of the Human Rights Council, with mandates f<)cusingon oneor more economic, 

social and cultural rights and also .with qther thematic mandates; and the Offic,e of the 
.. . 

United Nations High Commissioner for Huinan Rights (OHCHR). Concerning OHCHR, the 

present report contains sorne illustrative examples of the activities undertaken in implementing 

the strategic vision set out in the High Commissioner's Str~tegic Management Plan for the 

period 2008-2009 and further detailed in the corresponding Plan: of Action. 

I . . ACTIVITIES OF TREATY BODIES 

A. Committee on Economic, Social .and Cultural Rights 

2. As at l December 2008, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights had been ratified or acceded to by 159 States1, an increase of two States parties during the 

reporting period. 

3. Duringits two sessions held in 2008, the Committee on Economic~ Social and Cultural 

Rights examined the status ofimplementation of the Covenant in 9 States parties, on the basis of 

reports submitted by those States parties, as weH .as a docwnent submitted by. the.United Nations 

fnterimAd111il1istration Mission inl<.osovo (UNM1K) on the implementation of the Covenant in 

Kosovo since 1999. A cotistructive dialogue was held with a delegation from each of those 

Statesparties., as well as from UNMfK. The States parties examined \\'ere Angola, Benin, 

Bolivia, France, India, Kenya, Nicaragua, the Philippines and Sweden. 

1 http://treatics,un.org 
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4. At its forty-first session, held from 3 to 21 November 2008, the Committee adopted 

reporting guidelines on treaty-specific documents to be submitted by States parties under articles 

16 and 17 ofthe Covenant (EIC.l2/2008/2). These guidelines replace the Committee's revised 

reporting guidelines (E/C.l2fl99I/l) and take into account the harmonized .guidelines on 

reporting under the ii1ternational human rights treaties (HRVGEN/2/Rev.S), as well as the 

Committee's evolving practice in relation to the application of the Covenant, as refle.cted in its 

concluding observations, general comments and statements. 

5. Also at its forty-first session, 011, 17 November 2008, the Committee held a half-day 

general discussion on "Non-discrim-ination and the [nternational Covenant on Economic, Social 

and Cultural Rights" ,during which experts from specialized agencies, academic institutions, 

non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and OHCHR provided inpu:t for the preparation of a 

general comment on article 2, paragraph 2, ofthe. Covenant. 

6. On 1 May 2008, members of the Committee participated in an infom1al consultation on the 

impact of international trade agreerrtents on the enjoyment of economic, social and culttiral rights 

with WTO ambassadors, NGOs representatives, as well as with OHCHR and WTO staff 

members, to further discuss potential areas of interaction between the trade and human rights. On 

I 0 November 2008, members of the Committee participated in an intbrmal consultation on trade 

and human rights to discuss the possibility of drafting a set of questions which might serve as a 

rderence in the Committee's dialogue with States parties, with a view to assessing the extent to 

whlch trade and trade-related policies affect the enjoyment ofeconomic. social and cultural 

rights. 

7. On 16 May 2008, at its fortieth session, the Committee adopted a st<ltement on the world 

food crisis (E!C.12/2008/1 ). ln the s~ateinent, the Committee urged Stat~ parties to add~ss the 

structural causes of the crisis notably by promoting sustainable agriculture, investing in small­

scale agriculture, revising the World Trade Organization (WTO) tr<lde regime to ensure that trade 

rules promote, rather thai1 undermine, the right to adequate food, as well as by undertaking ex­

ante impact assessments of financial, trade and development policies. 

8. The joint expert group on the monitoring of the right to education, which comprises two 

members of the Committee and tvvo members ofthe Committee on Conventions and 
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Recommendations of the United Nations Educational, ScientiHc and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO), held its eighth and ninth meetings on 6 May and 25 November 2008, respectively. 

The joint expert group discussed, inter alia, the inclusive dimensions of the right to education 

and madetecomtrtendatiorts to ensure uriiversal access to education without discrimination or 

exclusion. It presented its recommendations tO the 48th Intemational Conference on Education, 

held on 26 November 2008 in Geneva, emphasizing the legal obligation and political 

responsibility of States to give effect to the inclusive dimensions of the right to educatio!J. 

B. Committee on the Rights of the Child 

9. In2008, the Committee on the Rights ofthe Child continued to address the issue of 

enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights of all children in the course of its work. 

10. The annual day ofgeneral discussion of the .Committee, held on 19 September 2008 dt~ring 

its 49thsession, was devoted to articles 28 and 29 of the Converition on the Rights of the Child 

dealing with the right to education, focusing upon the education of children in emergency 

situations. The Committee benefited from a large number of participants from States parties, · 

international· organizations, and NGOs, as well as individuals. The. discussion identified, among 

key issues, the fact that quality education was a human tight that children do not forfeit when 

struck by emergency situatkms; that education must form an integral part of every humanitarian 

response and inust be provided from the outset of relieftnea~ures; and that minimum standards 

must be respected. The discussion also highlighted the need to take preventive action in order to 

ensure thG right to education in emergency situations whenever possible. 

C. Committee on Migrant Workers 

t 1. The Committee on Migrant Workers continued to address the issue of enjoyment of 

e1::onomic, social and cultural rights of all migrant workers and members of their families in . 

2008, At its 8th and 9th session in 2008, the Committee considered reports submitted by Bolivia, 

the Syrian Arab republic and El SalVador. When considering reports of States parties and notably 

in its concluding ol:>~a.tions; the Comr:nittee recommended to States parties to tak,e the 

necessary measures, including legislative an1endments, to ensure that migrant workers and 

members of their families can enjoy economic, social and cultural rights and notably the right to 

form and join trade unions. Further, the Committee expressed its concerns about the situation of 
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children of migrant families, and recommended that States parties carry out comprehensive 

studies regarding their situation in order to develop adequate strategies to ensure their protection 

and the full enjoyment of their rights, including the right to education and other economic, s{)cial 

and cultural rights. In its review of States parties' reports, the Committee also called upon States 

parties to ensure the equal treatment of migrant workers, particularly migrant women, in 

agriculture and domestic employment. To this purpose, the Committee urged for an effective 

monitoring ofthe employment conditions of migrant workers in agriculture and domestic 

employment. The issue of seasonal workers' enjoyment of the rightto the same treatment as 

national workers, particularly with respect to remuneration and conditions of work, was also 

highlighted. In this regard, tbe Committee asked States parties to ensure systematic monitoring, 

by the relevant authorities, of compliance with international standards. 

II. ACTIVITIES 01<' SPECIAL PROCEDURES 

12. During the reporting period, the Hwnan Rights Council decided to extend the ma:tidate of 

the Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate housing aS a component of theright to an 

adequate standard of living by its resoJution 6/27. During its 7th session, the Human Rights 

Cotmcil appointed Raquel Rolnik to succeed to Miloon Kothari, who served as Special 

Rapporteur since 2000. After discussions with a number of States, civil society representatives 

and other actors interested in the mandate, the new Special Rapporteur presented her first report 

(AI63/275) to the 63rd session of the General Assembly, whichgives her views on further 

directions of the mandate. In particular, the Special Rapporteur identif!ed the following issues as 

priorities, in addition to thosy develqped by the previous 11landatebolder: tQ.e relation .between 

the organization of mega-events and housing policies, the right to adequate hou5ing in post~ 

cont1ict and post-disaster reconstruction, the eftects ofclimate change on the right to adequate 

housing, migniiion and housing and issues of social inchtsiveness, The Special Rapporteur also 

discussed common projects to be developed in the coming year's with other mandate-holders. 
. . 

From 3 to 6 November 2008; the Special. RapportetJ! attendM and participated as a keynote 

speaker to the4th World Urban Forum in Nanjing, China. 
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13. During the reporting period, the Special Rapporteur on the tight to educ<Ition, Vernor 

Munoz Villalobos, undertook a country visit to Guatemala. He participated in various 

conferences and seminars, notably in r~lation to the topic of his 2008 rumual report, devoted to 

the -right to education in emergency situations. In this context, he also attended the day of general 

discussion of the Committee on the Rights of the Child dedicated to this issue. In addition, he 

attended the ln~mational Conference 011 Education, hosted by UNESCO and the International 

Bureau of Education, as well as the Forum on Minority Issues organized by the Independent 

Expert on minority issues and OHCHR. The Special Rapporteur also held various consultations 

with several actors in order to gather relevru1t information for his 2009 annual report which will 

focus on the right to education· of persons in det~ntion. 

i 4. The former Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 

attainable standard of physical and mental health, Paul Hunt, undertook a mission to 

GlaxoSmithKlyne (GSK), a pharmaceutical company in London. The new Sped a! Rapporteur, 

Anand Grover, succeeded Paul Hunt on l August 2008. In August 2008, the new Special 

Rapporteur participated at the AIDS International Conference held in Mexico City. In October. 

he presented a report to the General Assembly (A/63/263)prepared by his predecessor. The 

repmi disct1sses the importance of effective, transparent accessible and independent 

accountability mechanisms ln relation to the highest attainable standard of health. The annex to 

the report contains '"Human Rights Guidelines for Pharmaceutical Compat1ies in relation to 

Access to Medicines". The Guidelines are the outcome of wide-ranging discussions and 
consultations spanning ove'r five years and consider issues such as transparency; management, 

accountability 1 patents, licensing and pricing inthe contextofaccess to medicines. 

15. Since hetook offieeon LMay 2008, the c1lrrentSpecia1 Rapporteur on the right to food, 

Olivier de Schutter, devoted much attention to-the global food crisis, In particular, he examined 

the exte~1t to ~hich the responses adopted at the international and nationalleve!s . have integrated 

the right to food. He also encouraged States to call fora special session of the Human Ri:ghts 

Council on the food crisis, whichto0k place on 7 MaY 2008. The SpecialRapporteur presented a 

report on the food. crisis at the September 2008 sessimi ofthe f{uman Rights Council, where he 

wasJJ1an~e9 •to ;tn<;mitor th~ itppl_e~Jlentation ofrc$popse$;tQ.~ ~ri.~is . ~t tbenati9~al.Jeveland .• ·-. 

report back on this in September 2009. The Special Rapportetir also participated to the High­

Level Confe.rence on \vorld Food Security; The Challenges of Climate Change and Bioenergy 



A/HRC/10/46 
page 8 

organized by the Food and Agriculture Organization (F AO) on 3-5 June 2008. The Special 

Rapporteur also convened a multi-stakeholder consultation on 15-16 December 2008 to discuss 

how the initiatives taken to support the agricultural sector in Africa could create an enabling 

environment to respect, protect and fulfil the right to food. 

16. The mandate of the Independent Expert on the question of human rights and extreme 

poverty was handed over from Arjun Sengupta to Magdalena Sepulveda in May 260S.ln 

October 20Q.~d!t:.7 Independent Expert presented to the General Assembly her first report . 

(A/63/274) detailing her programme of work. From I 0 to 15 November 2008, the Independent 

Expert visited Ecuador where she gathered infonnation about the situation of people living in 

extreme poverty and the main social policies in place. The Independent Expert also started 

developing her first thematic report (whiCh will focus on cash transfer programmes) by 

compiling available i11formation and sharing a questionnaire on these programmes to Member 

. States. 

17. The former Independent Expert on the efiects of economic reform policies and foreign 

debt on the full enjoyment of all human rights, Bernards Mudho, presented in March 2008 to the 

Human Rights Council draft general guidelines to he followed when pursuing economic reform 

and debt relief programmes in developing countries. The Human Rights Ccmncil, by resolution 

7i4, rcfom1ulated the mandate of the Independent Expert to focus an the effects of foreign debt 

and otht:r related international financi al obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human 

rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights. In the same resolution. it requested the· 

mandate holder to continue consultations on the draft general b'llidelines. The new Independent 

Expert, Cephas Lumina, vvho took up his functions on 1 May 2008, undertook missions to 

Brussels, Paris, London and Washington, io djscuss th.e relationship between foreign debtand 

human rights with key international institutions, and to seek further comments on the draft 

guidelines. 

18. The Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders, Margaret Sekaggya, in 

her first re·port to the General Assembly (A/63/288). laid down her vision and defined her 

priorities with respect to the implementation of her mandate. She identified human rights 

defenders working on economic, sociai and cultural rights as a category of defenders most 

exposed to attack and violations, "who need specific. and enhanced protection, as well as targeted 
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and deliberate efforts to make the environmentin which they operate a safer, more enabling and 

more accepting one". 

19 Follo\\'ing his 2007 report (A/HRC/6/17), which focused on economic; social wtd cultural 

rights in the context of countering terrorism, the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and 

protection of human right~ and fu.ndamental freedoms wh~le counteringterrorism, Martin 

Scheiniil,•·contit1tilidtdtnbdithrissubsr6latedl6'.all •• huma11 •ri'~ts in.thd •• tbhnter-terrorisril context, 

including recentpolicy developrilerits and capacity~buildirig efforts, in relationto economic, 

social and cultural rights .. He also participated in an expert seminar on the impact of terrorism 

and counter-terrorisin measures ~m the enjoym~nt of economic, social and cultural rights 

organ.ized on 5-7 November 2008 by the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Implementation 

Task Force's Working Group on Protecting Human Rights while Countering Terrorism. 

20. The Special Rapporteur on independence of judges and lawyers, Leandro Despouy, 

addressed the links between access to justice and economic, social and cultural rights in his 

rumual report to the liuman Rights Council (AillRC/8/4). Referring to the historical disparity 

between economic, social and cultural tights and civil and political rights~ he stressed the crucial 

importance of access to justice and reinedies in relation to lhe enjoyment ofeconomic, social and 

cultural rights. 

Ill. ACTIVITIES OF THE OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

IDGHCOMMISSIONERFO:RHUMAN RIGHTS 

21, The High Commissioner:sPiatl of Action and the Strategic Manag~ment J>lan for the. 

period 2008-2009 selected as a priority the ~engthenin:g of OHCHRthematic expertise in 

econon1ic, social and cultural rights, notably at the country 1eyeL 

22. In 2008, the Office continued to work for the promotion and protection of economic, social 

and cultural right~ through a wide range of activities at the country, regional and headquarters 

levels. OHCHR'swork on economic. social and cultural rights vvas notably guided by the 

full oWing priorities identified in the 2005 Plan ofAction and reiterated in the 2008-2009 

strategic management plan: greater country engagement to ensure that international hu01an rights 
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standards are implemented on the ground, enhanced lead<;rship role for the High Commissioner, 

closer partnerships with civil society and United Nations agencies, as well as greater synergy 

· with the United Nations human rights bodies. ~~-· 

23. The sections below illustrate sofue of the activities implernented by the Office in the fleld 

of economic, soci~ and ctd.tural rights throug~1 the lens of these priorities. Thes~ do not .~it~l~~ 

offering an exhaustive overview of OHCHR' s work on economic, social and cultural rights, but 

ratber at providing some examples of the approaches taken and some key imerventions at 

country, regional and headquarters levels. 

A. Greater country engagement 

24. In 2008, OHCHR continued to strengthen its c~untcy engagement efforts through 

monitoring activities, research on specific issues, technical cooperation and assistance, 

collaboration with various stakeholders. as well as increased deployment of human-rights staff to 
cmmtries, regional offices and peace missions. 

25. Entry points for greater country engagement on economic, social. and cultural rights 

incl uded work on poverty and poverty reduction, the fight against impunity, transitional justice, 

tegal protection, as well as non-discrimination and equality. A focus 011 specific groups, 

including the poor, \Vomen, children, internally displaced persons and refugees~ migrants, 

indjgenous peoples or minorities also allowed developing_ specific activities and projecis related 

to ecouomic} social Cll1d cultural rights. In addition, work on economic, social and cultural rights 

was also inte~ated in regular monitoring act~vities, as well as dial9gue \\-ith various 

stakeholderS. ln the course of 2008. the Office also endeavoured to integrate the protection of 

economic, social arid cultural rights inits approach to the five challenges to the enjoyment of 

human rights identified in the 200&:.2009 strategic management plan, namely combating 

impunity, poverty and global inequities, discriminati.on, arrncd cont1icts arid violence, as well as 

democratic defi~its andweak institutions. 

26. In their approach to economic, social and cultural rights, several field presences 

highlighted the interdependence and indivisibility ofthe enjoyment of economic, social and 

cultural rights and civil and po.litical tights. TI1e field presence in Timor,.Leste stressed the 

importance of economic, social and cultural rights for the reconstruction process, as well as for 
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ensuring the rule of law and an independent and effective judiciary. In Cambodia, OHCHR 

addressed the importance of civil and political rights, notably access to justice, as well as 

freedom of assembly and expression in the context of forced evictions. 

27. In 2008, several. field presences prioritized the promotion and protection of economic, 

social ·and c~ltural rights, while others expressed iuterest .in scaling up their work in this field. To. 

support field presences in this endeavour, OHCHR developeda training module tor field staff on 

economic, social and cultural rights. A firsttraining workshop on economic~ social and cuJtural 

rights was held in Liberia in October 2008 tor the Human Rights and · Protection Section of the 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (1JNMIL). In 20081 headquarters also provided support to 

several field presences to develc>p specific projects or programmes on economic, social and 

cultu,ntl rights. For instance, headquarters worked with the Regional Office for Central Asia on 

the righfto adequate housing. Similary, headquarters worked v.::ith the Human Rights Section of 

the United Nations Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) in identifying possible entry points for the 

design and implementation of a strategy on economic, social and cultural rights, particularly in 

relation to the ratification of the International Covenant on Econotnic, Social and Cultural Right, 

the rights to water, food, and education, as \VcU as about a human rights oased approach to 

environmental degradation and the impact caused by natural disasters. 

28, Activities canied out in relation to economic, social a:nd cultural rights in the field included 

monitoring, research on specific issues, legal protection .and legal re1orm, support to the 

development and implementation of national policies· and programmes, capacity bull ding and 

awareness-raising, 

29. Several field presences monitored c~ses of violations of economic, soCial and cultural 

rights. The field presences in Cambodia, Central Asia, Mexico, Nepal, $udan and Timor-Leste 

monitored the epjoyment of the right to food, adequate ho~ing, education, health and work. The 

Human Rights a11d Transitional Justice Section of the United Nations Integrated Missionin 

Timor-Leste (UNMJT) designed a monitoring tool to review the enjoyment of the right tofood 

throughout the country, including the distributiotl of rice subsidies invarious dist#cts;Ortthe 

basis of OHCHR monitoring, the Govemnient of Timor·Leste ·changed the distribution gystem 

for subsidized rice in order to reach the most vulnerable groups which were left out of the 

distribution scheme, The OHCHR Regional ofti~ein Ce~tralAsiahas been ~onitorlngthe 
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enjoyment of the right to adequate housing in Kazakhstan, Kirgizstan and Tajikistan, with a 

focus on forced evictions and homelessness. In the Sudan, the human rights cornponent ofthe 

United Nations Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) continued to monitor and report on forced relocati.on 

and evictions due to the construction of two large-scale hydropower dams in the northern Nile 

valley. OHCHR in Mexico has been monitoring cases of violations of the right to health, the 

right to education and the right to work. As part of its ongoing work 'on the right to adequate 

housing, OHCHR in Cambodia has been monitoring and investigating cases of threats and 

attacks of community members and civil society actors in relation to land-related activism, as 

well as trials of individuals advocating on issues related to forced evictions and land. In Nepal, 

OHCHR monitored cases of cast-based discrimination against particular groups such as the 

Haliyas and l(amaiyas, including forced evictions and lack of access to safe drinking water, 

notably from the lenses of access to j~lstice. 

30. Research on and a.ssessments related to the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural 

rights of were conducted in various countries. In Timor-Leste. the UNMIT' s Human Rights and 

Transitional Justice Section launched a report on the right to food in December 2008. The report 

revised the existing legal framework for the protection ofthe right to food, along with challenges· 

lo its realization, notably in relation to the availability and accessibility of food. OHCHR OHice 
' . ' _ .....,...._"'"'· __...,...__,..,...,.-,.,.,... ___ _ 

in Uganda has been carrying out research on housing, land and property restitution in northern . 

Uganda, looking at the existing legal framework related to restitution, as well as aspects of the 

restitution process in post:-conflictnorthern Uganda. 

3 l. Human rights field presenc.es have also supported processes of legal protection and reform 

of legislation related to the eqjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights. In the Former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, the Hutpan Rights Adviser proVided assbiance to the Ministry 

ofLabour and Social Policy in the drafting of a comprehensive anti-discrimination legislation 

covering notably economic, social and cultural rights. OHCHR Colombia revised the law 

modifying the right to strike and the draft law aiming at including (he right to water in the 

·Constitution. In addition, the Office also followed~up a number of judicial decisions which 

impact ori the enjoyment of the rights to work, health a11d social security. In Uganda, OHCHR 

has been providing comments to the Land Amendment Bill in light of international human rights 

obligations related to the right to adequate housing. The Uganda Office has also been 

contributing to revising national legislation on mental health from the perspective of the 
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Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. OHCHR Office in Mexi~o participated in 

the elaboration of a proposal ior a constitutional refonn on human rights, with a specific chapter 

·on economic, social and cultural rights. 

32. Field presences have helped with the development and implementation of national public 

policies relevant to economic, social and cultural ri8hts. l:JNMIS-Human Rights or~anized a two­

day workshop on the human rights based approach to budgeting for 40 parliamentariansin 

Khartoum from 8.,9 November2008. Since parliamentarians had already received two general 

trainings on this issue in 2006 and 2007, the workshop- at the request of Parliament's Human 

Rights Committee- focused on the rights to health and education. Participants were sensitised to 

their responsibilities vis-a-vis the realisation of economic, sot;ial and cultural rights through 

ensuring the adequate allocation of funds in the budget. After analysing the 2008 budget, 

parliamentarians pted~ed tbr a higher allocation of funds to education and health and also for a 

fair and adequate distribution of funds within these segments of the budget.ln Colombia, 

OHCHR advised the Minister for Education on its National Plan for Education in Human Rights. 

33. Many human rights field presences continued. to provide support for capacity:..building in 

the area of economic, social and cultural rights notably through training workshops . .Particip<mts 

hi the workshops included Government officials, local authorities, parliarrieritaimris,natiorial · 

human rights institutions, non-govemmental and community-based organizations, United 

Nations stan: representatives of the private sector and the media; human rights defenders, legal 

and health professionals, academiat trade unions and students. In Colombia, OHCHR 

implemented a programme aimed at incorporating the rights to health, water, work and education 

inmwucipal development plans, advising local authorities and civil society organizations in 20 

municipalities and 2 districts of Bogota. The Office in Nepal conducted workshops for 

go:vemmentofficials., the N~tional Commission on Human Rights, as well as civil society 

organizations addressing discrimination an the protection of economic, social and cultural rights, 

as well as on indicators and the monitoring of economic, social and cu.ltural right~, These 

. workshops focttsed on human rights indic~tors, hwnan rights~based approaches to deyeh)pment, 

as \vell ac;. on the right to food. The Office in Guatemala continued to train and bUild capacity of 

Government officials, the justice ~ector, and non-$ovemmental or~anizations pn th~ promotion 

arid protection of economic, social and cUltural rights. The field presence in· ki.rgiista:n 

conducted a one-day seminar on human rights and the right to health for State authorities, United 
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Nations agencies and civil society organizations. In Ecuador, OHCHR organised with WHO a 

training session for joumalists on the right to healtl!. The Human Rights Unit of the United 

Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) has been supporting; together with 

lJNHCR, UNIFEM and UNICEF, the economic and social rights project of the Afghan 

Independent Human Rights Commission. In Kirgiz.stan, the Regional Office for Central Asia 

held a worksl1op for the Ombudsman on complaint hruidling, vvith a specific focus on complaints 

related to the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights, The United Nations Subregional 
. ·. . . ' - .··. , -- ·. ... . . ._ -· - . 

Centre for Human Rights & Democracy in Central Afric; ha.l) 11liegratt4the prote2tiol1 ()f' 

economic, social and cu1ttttal rights in all its training activities for journalists and 

parliamentarians. 

34. Field presences have also worked to raise awareness about. economic, social and cultural 

rights among various stakeholders. In the framework ofthe 60th anniversary of the Universal 

Declaration ofHuman Rights (UDHR). OHCHR in Mexico organised a film festival addressing 

economic, social and cultural rights issues. OHCHR in Nepal developed a questions and answers 

on economic, social and cultural rights in Nepali aimed at responding to frequently asked 

questions related to the enjoyment of these rights. 

B. Enhanced human rights leadership 

35. The Strategic Management Plan for the pt.-riod 2008~2009 emphasizes the leading role . 

the High Commissioner plays in identifying and analysing human rights .problems and proposing 

solutions to close implementation gaps. To fulfil this role, the Office has taken 011 board, as 

priority areas, the work on economic; social and cultural .rights, \\'ith a focus on legal protection 

and advocacy. 

36. The 601).1 anniversary ofthe UDHR and the o~1e~yearadvoc<tcy campaig~ l;,luncheli by the 

Secretary General on 10 December 2007 to c9mmemorate this important milestone bas been the 

occasion for OHCHR to reiterate the universality; in~erdependence <Uid interrela,(edness-of all 

human rights, as well as the equal importance of econorhic, social' and cuitural rights with civil 

and political rights, As part ofthe·commcmotatidn;o£the.6(}th'annivdrsaty; OHCHRcalled :ori all 

partners to pay special attention to the civil, cultural, economic, political and sociaLrights of 
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persons deprived of their liberty in prisons and other places of detetition, especially during the 

week of 6-12 October 2008 designated~ "Digruty and Justice for Detainees Week", This 

initiative was intended to stress the importance of economic, social and cultural rights for 

detainees, notably in the context of detention of women and girls, children, disabl.ed persons and 

migrants. In particular, OHCHR underlined that Governments are obliged to adopt appropriate 

measures to e.nsure that all detainees ate able to enjoy their rights to health, food, water and 

education_ 

37. In the course of the year, OHCHR also undertook several other initiatives in the .field of 

economic, social and cultural rights, notably in relation to the global food security crisis, 

counter-terrorism, the human impact of climate change, the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs), women's human rights, as well as HIV/AlDS. 

3~L In the context of the global food security crisis, the High Commissioner advocated for the 

integration of human rights in the responses to the crisis. The High Commissioner made a 

statement at the 7th special session of the IIuman Rights Council and at the FAO High Level 

Conference on World Food Security; The Challenges of Climate Change and Bioenergy in June 

2008. ln. these statements, the High Con1missioner highlighted the negative impactofthe world 

food crisis on the enJoyment of the right to food and the importance of integrating the realizaticm 

of the right to food in the global response to the crisis. OHCHR also supported the development 

of a UN-wide response to the food crisis, with a view to integrating a human rights based 

approach, and in particular the right to ibod. While OHCHR is not a part of the High-Level Task 

Force on the Global Food Security Crisis coiwetted by the United Nations Secretary-General, the 

Office has a~tively contribUted; togethe! With the SpedalRapporteur on the tigb(to food, to the 

Comprehensive Framework for Action (CFA) deve1crped by the Task Force. likewise, OHCHR, 

jointly with UNICEF, co.r1vened an expert consultation on a human rights~based approach to the 

food crisis in Au!:,rttst 2008 in New York. 

39. As a leading member oftbe Working Group on "Protecting human rights while countering 

ten·orism', of the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force, OHCHR 

organi~ed an expert group meeting on the impact of terrorism and counter-terror.iSIP measures em 

the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights on 5~7 November 2008. The expert 

meeting aimed at discussing the impacts ofterrorism and counter-terrorism measures in the field 
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of economic; social and cultural rights. It also endeavoured to analyze how denial of economic, 

social and cuJturaliights may contribute towards creating an "enapling en'ltironment" for 

terrorism. 

40. OHCHR continued to analyse the human rights dimensions of climate change. Pu(suant lo 

Human Rights Council resolution 7/23. OHQH~ prep~e_d ::w- ~lyti<:al study on the relationship 

between human rights and climate change, taking into account the views of States, relevant inter~ 

governmental organizations and other stakeholders. As part of the consultation process, OHCHR 

hosted an open-ended consultation meeting on the relationship between climate change and 

human rights on 22 October 2008 in Geneva. The meeting offered ·~ unique opportunity for a 

wide range of stakeholders, including States, inter-governmental organi'zatiorts, national human 

rights institutions and non~gove,mmental organizations, to disc\,lss key aspec;ts ofthe climate, 

change human rights nexus. The report wiH be considered by the Council at its tentl1 session in 

March 2009. Together with a summary of the Council's debate, the study will be made avaflable 

to the Conference of Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, Copenhagen 

2009. As the OHCHR study shows, climate change will have major implications for the effective 

enjoyment of range of human rights and, in particular, economic, social and cultural tights 

related to health, food, water, ami housing. 

41. In order to help articulate a human rights approach to the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs), OHCHR published in June 2008 'Claiming the MDGs: A. human rights approach'. 

This publication analyses the relationship between several economic; social and cultural dghts­

such as the rights to education, health. food or adequate housing- and the MDGs. It highlights 

how a human rights approach c<m address the risks related to MDCFbased development efforts, 

a.s,wcll-as enhance the potential of MDGs to serve as a vehicle for the promotion and protection 

of human rights. As a follow-up to this publication, OHCHR organized two regional meetings, 

one in Africa i.tJ Johannesburg and one in Asia in Bangkok, to discuss key impleT!lentation 

challenges for MDGs from a human right<; perspective. with a focus on the right to adequate 

food, health and \.Vater. TI1e outcomes of these meetings will constitute a basis foridentifying 

strategic entry points for OHCHR and partners tp engage in follow-up actions, nota~~~, atihe 

country level, to support and strengthen MDG-based natjonal development strategies from a 

human rights perspective. 
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42. OHCHR continued to pay special attention to the issue of women and economic, social and 

cultural rights. ln her reporl to the Economic and Social Council (Ei2007/82), the High 

Commissioner focused on how the principles of equality between men and women and 

non-discrimination against \vomen are paramount to the promotion and hnplcmen.tation of 

eMnomic, social and cultural rights. The report clarified the scope ofSta,te parties' obligati.9ns to 

eliminate discrimination and ensure equality between men and.womeninrelation to economic, 

social and cultural rights. It also addressed the relevance ofwomen's economic, social apd 

cultural rights in the context of post~fo~flict reconstruction artd democratizatiouprogramtfies and 

policies. In June 2008, the Office·also supported the holding by the Hutr1an Ri~ts Council ofa 

thematic discussion on maternal mortality, which included the participation of the SpeCiaL 

Rapporteur on the right of everyone tq the enjoyment ofthe highest attain.able standard of 

phJ!Sicalahd mental.health. OHCIIR'a!so submitted a briefing on ilttefuatiotial humanrights la\V 

and reproductive rights to the Supreme Court of .Justice in Mexico, highlighting international 

jurisprudence from United Nations treaty bodies and regional human rights bodies as a guide to 

interpretation. Other activities included the launch, in December 2008, of an expert paper em 

women's economic, social and cuJtural rights in post-conflict, highlighting the impact of 

women's non-enjoyment of economic, social and cultu:ml rights on access to justice~ a.S well as 

on the reconstruction and reparatiop processes. 

43. Economic, social and cultural rights are inextricably.linked with the spread ofHIVand its 

impact on individuals and communities around the wodd, where a lack of~spect for all human 

rights fuels the spread and exacerbates the impact of the disease .. A,t the same time, HIV 

undennines progress in the rt:."alization ofhumanrights. Tbis link is a.ppf}rentin the 

disproportionate incidence and spread of the disease among marginalized groups, wome~ 

children and young adults, as well as inaccesstti medicatjon, as highlighted inthe Sec;:retaty­

Generars report on "access to medication in the context of pru:u:lemic such as HlY I AIDS, 

t\lberculosis and malaria" (A/HRCn/30), which was presented to the 7th session of the H.lli:nan 

Rights Council iri. March 2o08. Iri 2008, OHCHR also facilitated training Workshops for tJhited 

Nations staffon a hurruin rights based approach to programming on IDV. addtess.iri.g these 
linkages. The Office is also a member ofthe Interrtatioriai Task Tdfrri on 'HIV~related Travel 

Restrictions which, together with membership .from civil society, Governments, UN partners and 

people living with HIV, developed recommendations on steps to eliminate travel bans on the 
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entry, stay and residence of people living with HJV in some countries. Technical advice was 

also provided on the integration ofhuman rights into HIV specific laws, especially in countries 

that are in the process of enacting such legislation. 

44. Throughout the year, OHCHR also participated in several meetings related to the 

promotion and protection of economic, social and cultural rights. In doing S01 the Office had the 

opportunity to raise awareness about and advocate for economic, social and cultural rights -with a 

wide ~ange of stakeholders including health practitioners, business Jeaders1 architects, urban 

planners and d~velopmentpractitioners. For instance, at the World Medical Association General 

Assembly, the Deputy High Commissioner delivered a keynote speech on the right to health, 

highlighting the main obligations deriving from the right and the important role that health 

practitioners play in ensuring the effective implementation of this right. In the occasion of the 

60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, tl~e High Commissioner 

delivered a sp~ech on public health and human rights before the New York Academy of Science 

and the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health:-New York. 

C. Closer partnerships with civil society and United Nations agencies 

45. Throughout 2008, OHCHR strengthened partnerships with United Nations agencies and 

programmes and civil society in relation to economic, social and cultural rights. 

46. OHCHR continued to closely collaborate with various United Nations agencies working on 

issues related to the promotion and protection of economic, social and cultural rights, including 

FAO, tl1e World Health Organiz.ation (WHO),tJN-Habitat, lheJoint United Nations Programme 

on HIV I AIDS (UN AIDS) and UNESCO. As a result of this close collaboration, OHCHR 

produced several docwnents for wide dissemination in collaboration with other UN agencies. 

With WHO, OHCHR published Fact~Sheet 31 on the right to health. Other relevant publications 

prepared in 2008 and due for dissemination in early 2009 are a 'Frequelltly &ked Question on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights', as well as fact sheets on the right to adequate housing, 

co-published with UN-Habitat, and on the right to food, co-published with F AO. 

4 7. ln connection with its long-standing cooperation '-Vitb the United Nations Human 

Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat), the Office participated and contribut~d to the 4th World 

Urban Forum in November 2008 on "Har:1nonious Cities". In this context, the Deputy High 
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Corurn.issioner for Human Rights underlined the importance ofthe right to adf!quate housing and 

the protection against forced evictions in urban planning processes. The Office also stressed the 

need to address discrimination against women, notably in laws and policies, to ensure sustainable 

urbanization. In 2008, 0 HCHR also collaborated ·with the CEO Water Mandate of the United 

Nations Global Compact to raise awareness about the right to water and advocate tbr the 

integration of the right to water in this initiative. 

48. Collaborative et1orts were made to addi:ess eco.nomic, ·social and cultural rights issues 

througn working gf{)ups, task forces and United Nations Country Teams, patticularly at the 

country level. Several field presences have aJso continued to build the capaCity of other United 

Nations agencies and United Nations Country TeaJ])s on human rights based approaches to 

development, poverty reduction or specific issues including water management~ environmental 

prote.ction, food or health. For example, the OHCHRRegional Office in Latin America 

conducted several trainings with a strong focus on economic, social and cultural rights for UN 

Country Teams in Brazil, Ecuador, Panama and Uruguay.In Nicaragua, the Human Rights 

Adviser to the United Nations Couutry Team collaborated with other United Nations agencies 

and the Nic.araguanAssociation of Municipalities to train government officials and community 

leaders froq1 54 mwucipalities on a rights~ based approach to nutritional and food security issues. 

The Office. also issued a joint statement with the World Food Programme to welcome the Nepal 

Suprerne Court's decision on the right to food. 

49. The OHCHRRegional Office in Bangkok co-organized v.~th the International Labour 

. Organization (ILO) on 23-24 June 2008, a "Suh~Regional Meeting on Disability Legislation: 

Decent Work for Persons with Disabilities in Asia". The purpose of the 111eeting w~s to. examine . 

the main legal issues in disability discrimination law within the framework of the Convention, 

with particular emphasis on the right to work and decent work. Representatives from 8 

countries: together 'ivith.lawyers, judges, representatives of disabled people organizations as well 

as workers and employers associations attended the event. 

50. OHCHR in Cambodia collaborated With UN~Habitat to develop a United Nations Country 

Team position on forced evictions and involuntary resettlement based on Cambodian law and. 

international standards related to the right to adequate housing and forced ~victioris:()HCJ-tR 

also collaborated with United Nations agencies in Cambodia to conduct assessments of 
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relocatio11 sites and evaluate, in coordination with UNAIDS, the special needs of families living 

with HIV/AlDS. In Kyrgyzstan, OHCHR mobilized support within the United Nations Country 

Team to assist homeless persons during the winter period. The United Nations Subregional 

Centre for Human Rights & Democracy in Central Africa carried out a field mission with the 

United-Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and theinternational Labour Organisation (JLO) to 

the East of Cameroon 'vith a focus on the rights to education and health ofiridigenous children. 

5 L During the year, OHCHR continued to collaborate with national~hu.man rights institutions 

(NHRis). On 16 April 2008, OHCHR org~nizeda parallel event on the role ofNHRis in poverty 

~e.duction, on the side lines of the 20th Annual Meeting of the International Coor<;lillatiog 

Committee ofNational Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (ICC). 

This event stimulated discussion around NHRis' involvement in national development processes, 

with a pa1ticular focus on poverty reduction strategies as well as the challenges and opportunities 

encountered in these processes by NHRis. On 19 May 2008, OHCHR, together with the 

Iberoamerican Federation of Ombudsman and the University of Alcala organized a seminar on 

the role of national human rights institutions in the protection of economic~ social and cultural 

rights. 

52. Human rights field presences also collaborated with other lllitiooal partners, such,as civil 

society, academic institutions and professional groups in the monitoring and protection of 

economic, social and cultural rights. For example1 human rights field presences continued to 
' ' . 

strenbrthen the capacity of civil society orga!lizationsthrough trainings on the. monitoring o.f 

economic, social and cultural rights (Timor-Leste), facilitating a consultation process among 

representatives of ffi.digenous ptoples on the i:ightto ed~catiohfo11 t.nfuorities (Colombia),the 

di.ffitsion of a manual on monitoring e<:;<momic, so~ial and cultural dghts(T~gr-L~ste); Jhc 
development of a network ofotgailizaiionsat the local and national levels to promote economic, . 

sociai and ctiitural rights and inpanicular the right-to :food and housing(Nepat), or the 
. ' 

organization of worlq;hop$ on States ·parties) obligations related to economic, social and cultural 

rights (Mexico). 

53. · OHCHR also participated inth.e ESCR·Net Strategies Meeting in Nairobi, Kenya, with-200 

delegates from social movements as well as national an.d-ihternational civil society organiiations 
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!rom over 50 countries and all regions. The focus of the meeting was "Challenging Poverty and 

Inequality through human rigL1ts". 

D. More synergy with Un.ited Nations h1lman rights bodies 

54. OHCHR continued to provide substantive and organizational support to the open~ertded 

Working Gro\lp on an Optional Protocol to the Jnte.rnational Covenant on Econdtnic, Social and 

Cultural l<lgbts and related inter-s~sional CQI~ultations. At its fifth sessiQn; held frotn 4-8 
. ... .:- . ":_:.: . . - - -- --:. _.·.·:-- :-:_ : . - ·:-. ·. ' .. ---_ ··: : 

February and 31 March- 4 April 200S, the Working Group agr~d to transmit the draft. optional 

protocol to the Human Rights Council for its qonsideration. The Working Group thus completed 

its mandate. The Human Rights Council adopted the Optional Protocol at its 8th session itt June 

2008 and transmitted the text 1o the General Assembty which, on 10 December 2008, adopted 

this new human rights instrument by consensus. OHCHR also supported the Afri~an Regional 

Consultation Meeting on the Optional Protocol, held in Cairo, 9-10 January 2008, and hosted by 

the Government of Egypt, The meeting followed on froru ~imilar region;:tl consultatlori meetings 

held in Latin America (Mexico, 3 0-31 May 2006) and Europe (Finland, 27 '"28 July 2006) and 

examined experiences at national and regional levels relevant to a future optional protocoL 

55. United Nations hlln1an rights field presences actively supported the mandates of the special 

procedures relevant to economic, social and cu1tural rights established by the lluman Rights 

Council. For instance, the Human Rights Advisor in Ecuador prepared and supported the mission 

of the Independent Expert on extreme poverty and human rights and identified the priority topics 

related to the promotion ~1d protection of economic, social and cultural rights des~ingthe 

I ndependetJ,t;xpert's atteilti()TL Iil]yle~jcg; !he ,Office otgm1bed a c,ijaJ,o~e be~"Y~,~p.Mn-- . ·• 
governmcintaJ organizations, academicsand the Special Rapporteur on the righfof everyone to 

the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical attd mental health. The Office·also 

assisted victims of violations of the rjghts tohealth: adequate housing and work to send 

communications t'O relevant Special Procedures ofthe Human Rights Catmcil. 

56. In Colombia, OHCHR facilitatt.-d a consu1tation process among representatives of .· 

indigenous COrrun:tinit,ies on the right to education ofminorities to input the inaugwat SesSion of 

the UpitedNations Forum on Minorities that took place in Ge11eva onl5-16 Decergper, 2008. 



NH.RC/ 10/46 
page 22 

57. Field_ pr~J$nces also provided support to the United Nations treaty bodies. In Cambodia, 

the Office supported the Government's preparation and translation of a State party repott to the 

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR). OHCHR Cambodia also 

supported- notably through trainings and advice ~ civil society organizations to submit 

contributions to the CESCR. OHCHR Cambodia further provided the CESCR '"rith a 

comprehensive oral and written briefing at the Committee's pre,..sessio~al wotking-grpt]p 

meeting in November2008.ln the Fonner Yugoslav Republic ofMacedonia,OHCHR supported 

the Government, civil society and the United Nations Country Team in a coordinated joint 

foUow-up on recent concluding observations issued by various treaty-.bodies, including the 

CESCR. UNMIS-Human Rights, in cooperation with the Sudanese Government's Advisory 

Council for Human Rights, organized a four day workshop in Khartoum in June 2008 on 

"Reporting under the Covenant on Economic. Social and Cultural Rights and other human rights 

treaties". The partic.ipants included members of the Advisory Council for Humat1 Rights, various 

ministries, including the Ministry of Legal Affairs and Constitutional Development of South 

Sudan, the Southem Sudan Human Rights Commission and non-governmental organizations 

involved in hmnan rights promotion. One of the recommendations em.anating from the workshop 

was to set up an inter-ministerial body to contribute to the drafting proce-ss ofthe report to the 

CESCR. 

58. OHCHR also prepared a report on f:ndicators for Promoting and Monitoring the 

Implementation of Human Rights, including economic, social and cultural rights, 

(HRI/MC/2008/3) for the inter-Cortin1ittee Meeting of the treaty bodies in lllne 2008. The report 

outlines the adopted conceptual and metliodological framework forjdentifying contextually 

relevant quantitative and other appropriate indicators to promote and monitor the implementation 

of al1 human rights. The report also describesthe configuration ofstructunil, process and 

outcome indicators and lists illustrativeindicators on selected human rights, including the right 

to adequate food, the right to health, the rigllt to adequate housin~ th~ rightto education. the 

right to work and. the right to soci~ security. The framework was developed by OHCHR in 

consultation with a panel of experts., including members of the treaty. bodies, Special 

Rapporteurs. United Nations organizations and civil society organizations, at1d has been · 

validated through workshops and consultations with national stakeholders, namely mitional 

human rights institutions, Government bodies rcsRonsible for State parties reporting, national 
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statisticai agencies, Uni.ted Nations Country Teams ar1d non-governmental organizations. As a 

follow-up to similar sub-regional workshops organised by OHCHR in Asia and Africa in 2007~ a 

Latin American workshop on hu1nan rights indicators was organised in Colombia on 25..;26 

November. National workshops and consultations in support ofinitiatives on indi~atorS for 

. human rights assessments at country level were also held in Nepal, Mexico and Colombia. 

IV. CONCLUSIONS 

59. The adoption of an Optional Protocol to the Internati()nal Covenant on Economic, 

So~ial and Cultural Righ~ by the General Assembly on 10 December 2008 marli:s a very 

sjgnificant development for tbe ptomotipn and prot~ction c.f economic, social ~nd cultural 

rights. The adoption of the Optional Protocol carries important repercussions un national 

jurisdictions and will help strengthcnin.g the legal protection ofe~onomic, social and 

cUltural rights worldwide. 

60. Tbc year 2008 also mar~ an o,ngoin~ commitment, by the Office of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for H~Iium Rights, to increase and further strengthen 

its \york in tltefield ot economic, socinl and cultural rights atthe country, regional and 

international levels. In the context of the year-long>campaign. for th.e 60th anniversary of 

the Universal Oedaration ofRuman Rights, OHCHR has reiterated the equal status of 

economic, social and cultural rights and the need to protect these rights in the context of 

the global food crisis, the fight against terrorism or in relation to climate change. The 

importance ofeconomic, social and cultural rights fQr ac_hieving the MUlenni~•::tn 

Devel()pm~nt GQa.~, as Wt!ll a~ tb,e rel~v~~~f! ~!_t;~9nomi 

ttchhwing gender equality and addressing discrbt~illatiqn_:i~ r~JatioJ1 (Q 

highlighted. 

6 1. Treaty bodies have strengthened their work on ~conomic, social and Cl!ltural rights 

through the periodicreporting process, the elaboration ofgeneral comm~nts a:nd 

statements and the holding of general days of discussion. Special procedures with thematic 

:mandates covering economic, social and cultuhll rights have continued monitoring the 

impl~m~ntatio11 and re!!lpect for these rJghts around dJ,e worJd. Additi()nally, o!her ~pedal 

procedures have also continued to pay close attentio" and devoted reports, vbits and 
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communications to economic, social aod cultural rights and their interlinkagc with civil 

and political rights. 

62. OHCHRcon:tinued to expand its thematic expertise in economic, social and cultural 

right'i at the country ~ndregionaJ levels; in line with the Strategic ManageinentPJan for 

the period 2008-2009. Activities carried ou~ have inclt1dc~ monit()ring viohdio11s of 

economic, social and cultural rights, resear~h on specific issues, pro"iding technical 

assistance to States to promote ccon{lroic, social and cultural rights, including the drafting 

of legislation; strengthening the legal protection of economic, social and cultural rights; 

following up the recommendations of treaty bodies and special procedures; and building 

and strengthe.-.ingpartrierships with United Nations agencies. 

63. An increased and strengthened involvement on eco.nomic, social and cultural rights 

docs not come without challenges. Tqese notably include the operationalization of 

e~onomic, social and cult,u:pd rig}lts itt tbc field; the mainstreaming of economic, social and 

cultural rights in regular field work and existing priorities; the perception that economic, 

social.and cultural rights arc not lcgaUy enforceable; and the lackofknQwledge among 

OHCHR staff and other stakeholders about economic, social and cultural rights. 
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