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Dear Ms. Tomlinson,

Further to your fax of 8 January 1997, please find attached the Secretary-

General's message to the Congress of Racial Equality 13th Annual Dr. King

Reception and Dinner.
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KOFI ANNAN

MESSAGE TO THE CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY

13TH ANNUAL DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

RECEPTION AND DINNER

New York, 20 January 1997

I am delighted to send my best wishes to all those

participating in today's important event and celebrations. I am

particularly pleased that my predecessor. Dr. Boutros Boutros-

Ghali is among tonight's honorees. This is a great honour for the

entire United Nations family.

Tonight, we honour and remember a truly great man. Dr

Martin Luther King Jr, dedicated his life to the noble cause of

peace, reconciliation and freedom. His vision of a world in which

racial division and bigotry no longer blight the lives of countless

millions remains an enduring inspiration to us all.



Dr. King's timeless and universal message of progress,

harmony, and above all of hope, is a challenging one. These are

not easy ideals to uphold and to live by. Today, however, they

are more relevant than ever before.

Racism and xenophobia have a devastating and destructive

impact on individual lives and the fabric of entire nations. They

are the very antithesis of democracy. In too many parts of the

world, racism is an all too constant threat to peace, stability, and

hard won individual freedoms.

For our part, the United Nations is working hard to make Dr.

King's vision a reality in countries all around the world. Working

together with Member States, we will continue to emphasize the

importance of promoting fundamental human rights, and

whenever possible take action to uphold democracy and individual

freedoms. We will continue to defend the rights of minorities and

to provide a voice for the victims of aggression. Above all, we
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will never lose sight of a fundamental truth: that lasting peace and

development can never be achieved in the absence of basic

human rights and essential freedoms.

I would like to wish you all a very happy and enjoyable

occasion.




