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U N I T E D N A T I O N S N A T I O N S U N I E S

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
MESSAGE TO THE MINNESOTA YMCA

MODEL UNITED NATIONS
Minneapolis, 3-5 April 1998

I am glad to extend my warmest greetings to you all on the occasion of
the Minnesota YMCA Model United Nations.

Gatherings such as yours bring together some of the United Nations'
best friends and allies, and offer invaluable insights into the full range of UN
activities and responsibilities. They demonstrate to young people that the UN's
agenda is also their agenda; that the issues that concern the UN concern us all as
human beings.

That was never more the case than it is today. As we look to the 21st
century, it is clear that all countries are increasingly affected by the same
difficulties and challenges. Some threats are overt: terrorism, pandemics, arms
proliferation. Others are insidious: climate change, drug-trafficking, money-
laundering. All of them transcend borders. No country can ward them off alone.
Every country, therefore, needs the United Nations.

When I returned from my recent mission to Baghdad, I said that when
people pull together from across the world and work together to solve a
problem, we almost always can succeed. I believe we will see more of this over
the coming year. As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, we will turn to people and governments alike to
get across the message that human rights are inherent in humankind. They are
not something to be given or taken away by a government like a subsidy. This
year, the General Assembly will also hold a special session on efforts to combat
drugs. Again, the world should come together in the fight against this scourge,
which is killing our youth — our future.



post-Cold War consensus on the virtues of international
Hoi$pefati|)*jf|s a major new development. But with such dramatic changes in the
external |Mliiical development, the United Nations itself has to change. That is
wh^Uhavfe launched a quiet revolution to reform the United Nations; to give it
greater unity of purpose, greater coherence of efforts.
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I hope I can also count on your continued leadership and support in our

endeavour to revitalize the Organization. I know you will find these three-days
enlightening and rewarding. On behalf of the United Nations, I wish you
success in your conference.

"KTÎ —^5.—

Kofi A. Annan
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Best regards.
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January 30, 1998

The Honorable Kofi Annan
Office of the Secretary-General
United Nations Headquarters
New York, NY 10017

Your Excellency,

For the past eleven years, high school students from across Minnesota and the Midwest have
gathered each spring to try their hand at solving the world's problems. They have been part of a
truly amazing educational experience called Minnesota YMCA Model United Nations. By creating a
working replica of the United Nations, these young people expand their knowledge of global issues,
increase their self-esteem and learn valuable research and debate skills.

The Minnesota YMCA Model ynitedNjtio^ assistance in
writing a letter of welcome for publication Jn .our J9^Mg^^Uui^dJSMl9I^^ogiam^Eook. Our
conference is scheduled for April 3 -5 , 1998.
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Your letter of welcome will be placed at the beginning of the Program Book and will be distributed
to over 250 young people throughout Minnesota and the Midwest. I would like to receive your
welcome letter by March 1, 1998 to allow time for printing. Enclosed is a copy of the letter you
sent in 1997 for last year's book, if it provides any assistance to you. I would also appreciate it if
you could date your letter April 3, 1998 so that it coincides with the first day of our Model
United Nations Conference.

The participants and staff of Minnesota YMCA Model United Nations sincerely appreciate your
support. Included also is a listing of the topics our students wiii be discussing, so that you might
know what is on the minds of our youth leaders. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Very respectfully,

Orville Lindquist
State Program Director

Enclosures:
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A world citizenship education program sponsored by the Young Men's Christian Associations of Minnesota.
"An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Accion Employer"




