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Note to Mr. Nambiar 

LETTER TO AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL / 

Please find attached a letter for the Secretary-General's signature responding to a !/ 
letter from Amnesty International concerning the Gaza crisis. This letter has been I/ 
consulted with OHCHR. 

f��c:;;; . 
. Lynn Pascoe 

2, January 2009 
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I f\Utl; UHit: Fri Jan 23 2009 17:53 EST 

H.E. the Peml<lnent Representative 

Dear Ambassador, 

1699399 

AMNI&STV 
INTDINAI10HAL 

AMNtSTfA 
INTrRNAc:lONI\L 

A M NISTIE 
ltd( RN.41101l�Lt 
"'Eli<,Q.YHAI'O/tl'4111 
AMH"1CT�H 

�J .Wl jMII 1 aiL·• 

Open letter to the Sec1•rHy Council 

Ref: TIGO 40/2009/23 
22 January 2009 

Now that the fighting between Israel and llamas hM hu·gely ceased after their declaration of separate 
ceasefir::s, the true :.caJe of dcvas£ation wrought on civilians in Ga7..a and southern Israel is becoming 
increasingly cviden1. Our researchers in Gaza have this week found prima facie evidence of war crimt'.s and 
other serious yiolations of intemationnl law by the parties to the conflict, including possible crimes against 
humanity. as well as abuses of human rights. 

Amnesty lnte.rnotional believes that long-term peace and security cannot be fcll1nd in the !-.·Iiddle East 
unless accountability is e�tflhli sh�d for crimes ur1der international law. The Secretary Gcncro.l has ulrcndy called 
for an urgent, impa1iial investigation into the shelling ofUN'v'VRA schools and other attacks on UN buildings 
and personnel in Gaza. Yesterday he briefed the Council on his return from Gaza and emphasized: "where 
civilians have been killed and there are allcgat.lons ofviolntions of international humanitarian Jaw, there should 
be thorough investigrHinns. full explanations: and, where it is required, accountnbility." In udopting resolution 
1860 (2009), the Council c.a!lcd for a ce�ef:ire, for the unimpeded provision of humanitarian assistance and the 
re-opening of cros�ing points Into G.ua. These important questions are now being addressed, but the question of 
accountability is nc•t. 

Considering the mutual recriminations that nmy affcctthe irnpartiallty of national investigations, and the 
poor record of investigations l1y Israel into violations by its forces, AmnestY International urges the UN, 
preferably the Security Council, to establish, without delay, a Cl1mprehensive independent intemational inquiry 
lnto all �llegations of violations of international humnnilario.n Qild human rights law by Israel, Hamas ami other 
Pnlcstini•m nrmcd groups participating in the .,;ontlict. Art international faet-1'inding team of qualified experts 
sho�1ld carry out Irs investtgalions on the bm;is of1hc highest intemational standards. It must have powers to gain 
access to all relevant documents, other evidence a.nd persons, and its report and findings must be public. The 
\:rmm;illllil )[ nr.1t fc>,ll \0 rr;;:-;pond tO \lvmlrl\Vid8 8Xpr�C.:iOn!J Of COilCCI'Il thst il'lttmation.l! hUmllnil:i'lr'itlh umJ hurnan 
rights law mu:st be upheld in Gaza, that accountability for viol�tions be established ami that the perpetrators are 
brought to justice. 

This letter will also be sent to you by mail with a copy of our latest repo1t: The conflict in Gaza: A. 
pricfing on applicable law, lnvestigatig[ts and accountability, whkh we hope you will find helpful in vour further 
consideration of the grave situation in Gaza. 

:�,:3;�� 
Yvonne Tcrling.en 
Head of Amnesty l11tcrnp.tionnl Office at t.he United Nations 

AIIINSCTV UfiEitiCAl'1011lAL 

Unltod Nathms Office- 777 United Nations: PlllZil, &'" Floor� New York, NY 10017 
United StatiJS of America- TGI: 1 (212.) 367-8879- J!ax: 1 (212) 37<H>11ll- E·M�II: alotllhfJY@nmn.r..�J:Ln!.ll 

Amnor.ty lnlernt�!lonal, lnteomaUonal Socre1arlat- 1 Ea�:ton Street, London WC1X OOW, Urtited Kingdom 
Tel: Int. Cod�: 44 (20) 7413 5500. UK CodA: 02() 741J 5500. F�; Int. Codo 44 (�0} 7956 1157. UK Code: 020 71156 1157 

E-Mnll: nmnc,tyi<�<ll;\!J)IJO�J; Web: !lllll;li.1YJYYI,•1mllCMy org 
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VltVf \.IV �WJIIIU\o r11vn: 

amnesty 
international 
United Nations Office 
777 United Nations Phu:a 
New Vork, NY 10017 
United States of' America 

tel: (212) 867-8878 
fax: (212) 370-0183 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

1-Uil\.t:lltefl'iY DATE: Fri Jan 23 2009 17:53 EST 

l699399 

' Nofil·: Tt.yoii dlrht1t r.eC'eive illf ofth� itateiiror If 
ii1ey :llilito:lre (uJiy lcgi&J�; tiica;t:cal!'.us onc(%12) 
:861-'8.8;<18. : ·.. . - .  . . . . . . ,, . . . . 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THI.S COVER SHEET: 4 

COMMENTS/MESSAGE 

Kindly convey the enclosed letter to Mr. Nambiar. It has also been sent to him by em-mail. 

Your cooperat i on is appreciated. 
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