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SUMMARY REPORT OF SEVENTEENTH MEETING OF COMMITTEE II/2 

Veterans Building, Room 202, June 1, 1945, 10:40 a.m. 

The Chairman opened the meeting at 10:40 a.m. 

1. Further consideration of Paragraph 6, Section B, 

Chap er V, Dumbarton Oaks Proposals. 

The Chairman stated tha:t ~~es~A 

under 1:J "Revision of Treatie')'., i~oc. 416, II/2':t-3) 

-t-;1-
had come up at a previous meeting,Atheir consideration had 

been deferred under the mistaken impression that other 

C,mmittees had asked the Steering Co i ttee for a ruling 

as to which Committee should properly aeal with them. 

Committee II/2 had voted to refer this question of juris-
~ 

diction to the Steering Committee, ~JJe regrette~to 

have,.._ to ask the Committee for a reversal of this~. 

In accordance with the procedure la.id down by the 

Steering Committee in Doc. 468, ST/19, the Chairman had 

co~sulted the Presidents and Chairmen of the other Qom­

missions and Committees involved in this question. The 

replies of the Presidents of Commissions I and IV (which 

were read aloud by the Secretary) stated that Committee II/2 

would be fully justified in proceeding to consider the 
11-f~,-r 

question of ~eli:li~ revision ~,ix,!Wi.~Sit!l~.-MM!i'"I- ""'"J!'.]l:ill""'~-
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The Delegate of Chile stated that the Committee's 

previous information had been incomplete, but not erroneous. -~----He moved that the ~evious vote be~ . 
~~ ~ . ~-~ -4-r ~ 

A &n'1 "i~&e seconded by th Delegates of Colombia and t~ ~ 

Dominican Republic. 

The Chairman put this question to a vote. 

Decision: There~ 9 affirmative votes and 23 negative 

The Delegate of Brazil stated that among the amendments 

relating to the revision of treaties was a Brazilian acmm:u 
mDX suggestion, which was in fact only an extract from a 

body of observations~made by the Government of Brazil to 

the Government of the United Statef\~ the Dumbarton Oaks rJ>dl>t- / 
- - -

~. The Delegation of Brazil wished to make it clear 

that their Government, far from desiring to present a 

concrete proposal, had merely suggested inserting a para­

graph on treaty revision in order to anticipate the 

possibility that unduly radical proposals might be presented 

at the Conference. The Brazilian formula was a cautious one, 

which might offer a basis of agreement. 
~ ~ /' ~ ~ -,,,,--- The Brazilian suggestion sa eguard,t the rights of ,-rties 
~ . 

and ~w. to re~oncile the er 11t,,e¼- need for treaty revision 

Ml\ ~ ~e of re;1pect for obligatio~reely entered 

into. It ~ .::,,fj[,~the revision of executory treatiesJ 

and limits "efte MBgeP.S f.Gf l! CV l o 3.Qiliil by ~rs procedure 
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involving the intervention of the Assembly and, if necessary, 

of the International Court of Justice. 

The Delegation of Brazil wishe to state that it~ 
4 (5 LJ{ ~ 
U flGpe v.lMI only .)II# put forward a suggestion in the hope 

that it might be useflil. sh~ the matt~om~.Ato Jii;~-
~~ ~7::/1(/ 

cussion in the Conference. Brazil~ suggesti~n 
4~4-t~~ might create embarrassment, fte wee e~ libe~ di~ 

as not having been put forward. 

that the concern of the Assembly was not with treaties 

per se, but with adjusting conditions which might impair 
.,, ' U DA.ll'-'V" - - J I fu.-l f-k.. r._..t peace and good relations between re tions. A, He ~it ted that 

tJf;. ~ it was wiser not to connect the broad version of Paragraph 6 
"'~--';!:;, ~t~ (with any specific definition regarding treaty revision. 

:,46 , .... & p' 
G_(._,,-r1,ot )\,fl(!.,. The phrase "the peaceful adjustment of any situations, 

~ ~ regardless of origin", in his viEiw, should not be interpreted 
-- ~ ........ ~ 1 to mean that the subject of treaty revision/re~-@98fl to the 

t\...- rise r-
Assembly. If treaties g"'1e zigkxz to situations which the 

e 
Assembly deemf likely to impair the)(general welfare or 

~ friendly relations among nations, i t e&A make recommendations 

in respect of these situations. 
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The Delegate of Belgium declared on behalf of his 

Delegation/ that, in this important debate, ):the voice of 
~ 

his country ~ wholly disinterested. Belgium was not 

seeking alterations ¾ any of its treaty relationships 

and its attitude was wholly objective and conciliatory. 

He explained his unqualified support for 

respect for treaty obligations, with the 

treaties must never be revised by force • 

the l rinciple of 

cor°f:.ary that 

But this principle 
. ~ 

did not imply~ immutability of treaties. All forms of 

legal enactment fall out of date with the passage of time 

and with changing circumstances, and this applies to 

treaties as much as to municipal law. The problem of 
L, 

compat bility between treaty revision and respect for 

~ reaties might lead to a discussion in a vicious circle. 

The , in his view, was the strength and sol i . 

of the internationalGrganization. While hoping in the 

course of time for an ~ rganizat_ion strong enough to 

impose necessary revision, he recognized that the new 

Glrganization was not wi~hin measurable distance of such a 

situation; but heldJ..hat- it should be able to advise and to 
suggestions 71J 

make zmggezx±mNz and recommendations. He foresaw danger 

in leaving treaty revision to any organ other than the 

Assembly, and, while he p•l r,a would have liked that 
ss treaties should be specifically mentioned, he expressed his 

tt..... 
support of~~ YbndeMePg'e interpretation of Paragraph 

and asked that it should go on record both in the report of 

the present meeting and in the Rapporteur's report. 
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The Delegate of Egypt asked to go on record as stating 

that, although the Egyptian Government has submitted a 

precise amendment regarding treaty revision, they are not 

aiming at any specific object or treaty. In support of 
> ~ CVV\. ~ s 'ta-., C?.A. ~ ~ Iv\ Q.... 'ti,o c/..a J 

this statement he wished( to remind 'Delegates of how the 

Egyptian Government had obtained revision of the Capit~ions 

by means of a Conference of fourteen nations held at ~~:A:-/ 
~ ~ ~ ~-uJ ~ c~~­

Montre'-1- in 1937, as er.r J\2:amat:lp:.u::e tJ.ilt¢tfpb~ :eMitr ~-

Moreover, his country's relations ~~=t ~ 
Britain are extremely friendly and th6..:,~~f 19~6 -A. f . . 
with t unt ee specifically .&eF PevC'-:L ~ 

had been astonished that the substance of this Article 

had not been reproduced in the Dum arton Oaks plan, and 

would like to know whether that meant that the principle 

involv~d was stricken out. Howe]'_~, in the light ofV~ 
~--~~~ IA ll~ ~~J )I/ , 

. • ~en:e.t-a 'V?J.rde :..s ,e,,,~, e ga thered that the words ""-f ~ 
7 ~gar~ s of origin"~/ situations arising \ 

from treaties•9ffli supported the view expressed by the >. 
Delegate of Belgium in respect of the wording of Paragraph 61 

.... - on~ndition that F-tH• ¥m11~~e:rg•, statement should go 
awA)k,~jj;~.. -

on record1a.s reqrnaet~d ~ ~---lllf' ~ 
~ ~ -- =<trJ; . ·"'--,tr ~ 
· <f(There were three fill'a of :iH.jo:e:ree.:ey • ~ 
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are sacred and immutable, He 
c~ 

. ~ 
-e ~ 

of changing circumstance~ n this connection~ ished to A 
. JI )) ~ 

recall that the changing conditions of a changing world ~ 

had been put forward by the Delegate of the United Kingdom -----------

_>-

as an 1jection to th~odif~j;;)f:t,_on of international law 

duringl previous disQussio e codification of international 
is - 't;eit~ 

lav11=/usually in terms of general %principles,• treaties 

generally go into considerable detail in their provisions, 

which strengthens the case for providing for their revision. 

Second~tes might have it in mind that~might, at 

no distant period, have to make treaties ,with the Axis , 
I ➔ c> >, , , '\ <. e!: 1 ~ 1 ' s: c t ' 1 ' :, i :X:. l C *' , 

Powers· i ~MPo~~~e~ 1!.sk ~~r~~ ---=~...,. 
yreatiesA To this he wo6ld :ifeply tifut !he Axis Powers ~-_,t_ 

not members of the~rganization and cannot ask for an applic -

~ 

i ~ ~~~~~ answer was that boundary treaties are 

~ I,; 

:::.:=-:=-" ~ h:o~.· 
. those least liable to ~ -beciuse geography x changes 

./1- ,. les§,_jih~n_ most things in a chanri g world. ~~e~ry.,lf-~ 
~ ---~ ~ -~ac 

J..... condition of bom1tl&ay revisiont,-..\ the changing circum- , 
52) I ,,,-~ ~ cLVA ~ ()'-/- rr:;:;;.. ~ 

::1 stances should arise from conditions~ OQ.tside tae eontkol gf.. 

~~~~~ ~,,,._;1---~o/ 
_5 ~~ . ~ 

\ 



It was self-ev~dent that the Assembly/ B:liJl8 no power 

to proceedj o~t ~e r ~vision of treaties, and all he asked ./~/ 
6Jiu/,w ,-. 

was that it should have power to make recommendations on 

this matter. Although the ~ s1re 4 0f the Egyptian Delegation 

is for the inclusion in the Charter of a specific article 

on treaty revision, he felt he ~ t br en;;eed*B®f aie 

i:c.st:rmct;i oi;i_e lay e~ he course proposed by the 
szif t:;::at2 i(a-

Delegate of Belgium, "1nally he moved that the three 
''. 

questions formulated for discussion by the Committee should 

be withdrawn because~~~ ~ ~ e;/;J..:..';' 
- ~ --t'eot ~t01 _!!!Y2J,,.±•Eir:, ~.iterpretat~on of f,.__"f"'-" 4 C 

...:Anj;jrla:::SJa .. 7~ &, I~ !)~a..k t' ~ ~d t~ . 
~ •. The Delegate of Mexico was also prepared to withdraw 

~ >. ~ {i:►.3peci~amendment regarding treaty revision because he 
,t 

felt that, as a coro;__ary of the Assembly's power to make 

recommendations on any~ich it deems likely to impair 

good relations between nations, the Assembly has the power 

to make recommendations on the revision of treaties. He , 

therefore seconded the motion of ·the Delegate of Egypt, on 

the understood condition that 
v,- 1t;:;.__ 0~4 a. k tf / /tu.. lu,...;_Het _.s> 4 

remarks/ should go on record as requeste • 

The meeting adjourned at 12:35 p.m. 

-7-



·20 2 I. 

c.. --



THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 

~~""";, ~<-­
l,..,-- It .,..,.. 
.P~ ( 'r, 



THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 

ON INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 

lul t> t l a.. J. I ~ , t.. "'~ ~ rt ,, qr ' t:. 

i T 6o ~-:/. ~ J 7 l .f'tl (.• _t, 
tJ- ~ -f'.,~.J)...~ c- t I J_ r,_ 'l ~ l j 

~ I 
2 's - e t'., ~ 7 ,,. ~ ' 

c-(, We..~ uvAt{ 
Cb ~~ ....... (!,. 



THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 



s-
THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 

ON INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 



;.;.c ,; »,r 
C"( ~ J-..-•..&.,,~ 



7 
THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 

ON INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 



; 

... 

/ 7 ft l"Y/rt<tTin"/ 
/a 3 0 A' . R, -z..o.z.. 

I ::rv.,~ / ,ii/., 






