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THE ACTION FOR THE ITALIANIZATION OF THE SLOVENES ANlj
CROATS IN THE JULIAN MARCH WAS SYSTEMATICALLY

CONDUCTED FROM ROME

All the documents published in this book clearly show that the action for the
italianization of the Slovenes and Croats in the Julian March was conducted from
Rome, that in Rome the plans for it were made and from there the instructions
were given to all the authorities, to all those who participated in the action for
"assimilation” from the beginnning of the occupation till the war for liberation and
the fascist defeat. The same is proved by the regular reports of the prefects to the
Ministry of the Interior in Rome, and also by the communications and instructions
of the Ministry sent to the prefects. The following two documents are an example
of this.
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le, splesuto chiuraicente o definitivamente quale deve csoepe
ed & 11 prograwsra del Governo per quanto riguerda 1'an inistras
zionesil trabtanento delle popolhizioni dellc nuov provinocie,
@ pii propriarconte del gruppli ogr-;n_i.' .3.1 richiama 1'atzen
ne 4 g]..i. bnorcvoli idnistri sul.a necesaiti di un mug iore
ocoordinamente dell'azione dei vir®? Uflici Statall
nell'amr inistrazione delle popolazioni suddettie, in CAPPODs
to al progracua stahilito.

Tale necessitd di coordinamento & dsl a circolare
af ermit. non solo nell'im:inistrazione Gentrale, u;ch:J
ed in mag ior misura, in quel a Provinclale. Nellu quale, iie
ata le istruzioni del Presidente del Coneiglio, il ccordin =
uento deve ottenersi mediante pi. stretti accordl newsli af as
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integrale, hanno il econpito specifico 41 curare l'atzunrions
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3,8, 11 Mintetre del i tIntemno
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Seguendo 41 eriteric o 1'ordine doi precedanti rapporti
58 diocembre 1926 o #U harao 1927,ncconnaly a124 14t nd prohlond
che 1'Iatria ha coruil aon 1e nltre provinoie dolln Venezio Ol
oradito pgrario,politica rollirpiosa, propagands
oircoli di aoltura,oportivi ete.
a) 11 problema del cradito agrarig,dincusso &
gronno Yrovineliole Faddls
sul :.:..,'-_-‘:\ inpent assunte In
ormni risolto.0ttenuts 1'adosions
rostava nd ingombrarc 11 terrono
riel ed 4ndn ytriall di ‘Farenzo
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codasto On. 1o pindat
oo fon Iuxa 41 Iassorat

Ricorderd b
sferipanto dalla Provinol &
Dott Casimira KHovid
pon Antonio Hersich, par
Don Giusenpe Vidau,|

r.n Mrilin Podarzul, poarreao
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“ . D4 pid 41 Vswsovo dt mm.,n., ghesno 11 trasferimento ui
Don Matteo Agres,parrooo di s.mm,ﬁl ains 0i%tadins jugosiavo,
® di Don Venoeslso Sileng di Aurents (PLaino)oittsdino oeco-slovacoo;
B mm le trattative. per vnmtnu-u di Don Oluseppe
M.pﬂmo 41 Pregira di Castelnuove, odttadino jugoolavo,il quals
intanto d stato dispensato dall'insegnamento’ del ocatechiamo,

Col Vosoovo di Zara,infine ,90n0 in oorso pratiche par 1'al on-
‘tanamento del Parroco di Calsola(Cherac) don Pranceico Erivicio,oittic
lﬂo lmlmo.

o530 LR Una asions o foudo por l'allontansmento df tutsd 4
,mm slano pudditi Ui uno 3tato estero ¢ di iutts. gli altri
_wm)po non pochi- che,pur essendo oiuum i ani,sono da con-
" alderarsi perioclosi per l1a loro propazanda di nﬂ.tmmt& urta con.

tro wna Aifficolth grandissima lsmentata da tutti 4 tre Yesoovi ohe
henno giwrisdiziono nella provincia: 1a manoansa di Beserdoti.

. ’}{ ot Ococorrerabbe avere disponibilith a1 lmoﬁ dell.

".' mu- provinois per allonteanare quelli indesmi ohe sthé attualzent .|

}il SOTYiN1o 8 ohe L Vesoovi dichiarsno di non potare altrimenti so- - g
nt‘ltﬂﬂ. :

4
¢) In lotria una intensa propacaida irredentipgta ¥ fatta :4
non tanto a mezso dei glornall,quanto a mezzo di 1ibri ai lettura e .
religioad oditi dalla Societ §.Ermagora o 335,0irillo o Metodio 41 ;
irlcato e dalla Tipografia Oattolica di Oorizia.Come ho rocantemente
ww o cedesto Onelo Uiniatero con letters 10 jndonte Hr. 508,ho
to sequestrarc 1 1ibri aooluuo.l spuediti in proﬂmia o
prosso alunni dalle soucls, o finora hon sono state sollevat
prﬁm. ¥s un rimedio radicale pud essere solo edoogitato & wdottato
dul Brofétti delle due Provinoie dove ssistomo le Sooieth o le tipo-
grafie: e ricordo ohe.di questo armento oi occups mnohes la lettera
15 and. O.F, Arf.Digho codesto Pn.le Gsbinetto,
= '
d) Dello wologlisento &1 Gl.roen 41 Oultwrs,S00iwth spor-

$ive,0ooperative aﬁo‘..l ho fatto oedenty |
_ s g sries

et e diw .—md.u... ——— .1_.‘_ —— HML
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apporti.Confarmo vondefe che alird provvedimenti del genoro #ono

statl udottoti o che altri anoora pe ne adotteranno,cosiochd in un !
prossino syvenire scomparirannc dn questa provinoia lo 1.-ltitui.on1 dal
genere. . >
tnche qui debbo ricordare cliz, come digeve nel ricordato rap- !
porto 10 audante Nr. 508,1s musgiore parte delle Istituszioni atesas -
aono serionl di Associasioni che hanno 1a loro sede Centrale a Trieste

o 4 Gorigln.

. - {
. |
gazsiata la lotta comtro 11 cnro-viveri: e 1 risultatl oonseguiti non |

off Soguendo le tassative istrusionl del Governo, b stata in-

gono inferiori a guelli delle sltre provinoie d'Italia. 1'latria ha
une situczione privilejiata rispetto agli sllomgl,di oui vi b suffi-
cients disponibd 1ith @ che percid non mono {n genevre molto oari.

Porte & invooe la orisi nelle poche industrie asutunti-?
oanticre Mvale Sooglio Olivi Miniere 44 Carbone,Miniors di bauxite,
comentifiolo 8.Fietro. 51 scno avute in questi ultili. templ notevoll
jigensimmenti di operai, 1 riduzione di glornate lavorative 8 di
palari.

G114 operal spocializ=atl jebbono nocesussriamente ricercars

1avoro fuori provincia: g11 oltrl ol vinno B MANO & BANO oooupando

in campasma o nel pochi lavori 44 Bnti pubblici.

'
futte lo Manifestsziond av 1tasi nol trimestre hanno duic
18 prova del sespri sazglors affe marsl dal feacismo nolla proviioid
a della cus orgasizgzazions 1in via 4i progreBsivo mipglioranento. 3
Non si » ayuto s deplorare beghe o dissdd
rale ro;ra buon e A , 1u diverse ;‘ruﬂﬂo 109
vopdi tentatdvi di indebite ingerense.
{4 dipoidio tra.i due mazgiori esponenti
polese,gli Om.li Krach e PFiluosglia, pud dirsi virtual
£ cosl ouando,sistosati alonal aifard -uportu:uuahu.,ti‘u
oespions delle arionde sunicipslizzate mll'industria privata,l'stine
le Podeoth, nominato i, via pr ~vianris,potrk lasciare il.wo
g proposte,con 1‘nsoardo ed 1l condenso a1 tutu,l'l)n-l'.‘tiﬁﬁ'l-'
glia ohe 1in altra sjpoca Burs he GiAto tonwnnen’.o‘ ontazgiatos
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ITALY SUPPRESSES ALL SLAV SCHOOLS IN THE JULIAN MARCH

In 1918, when Italy occupied the Julian March, it had 549 Slay schools

with about 80.000 pupils and about 1.500 teachers
The Italian occupation authorities proceded at once with the closing of the
Slav schools, so that even before the annexation of the Julian March and before

the advent of fascism to power, i.e. before 1922, a4 great numbey ol Slav schools

were closed. The final blow to those schools was dealt by the so called Gentilgs Re
form, the Royal Decree, N. 2185, of October Ist, 1923, which enjoined gradual abo-

lition of Slav school classes. so that in the school vear 19281929 there should

not be a single Slovene or Croal school class.

In the general plan of italianization, fascist societies, such as Leva Nazi-
onale” and "Opera nazionale dé asistenza all Halia redenta™ had Tor their task 1o
italianize even the voungest through the Children’s Homes

The documents, whose facsimiles are r':‘]1ru|||1\|u|. Prove:

1. that a grea number ol Slay schools was stppressed das so0nH das the
ltalian Army occupied the Julian March;

2 that the italianization of schools and denationalization of Slay children
was carried out systematically and according to plan;

d that the Slav teachers by terrorism and orders ol the authoritics wer

forced to leave their schools and flee into Yuogoslavia or other countries, while the

simall  remainder  was  dismissed o transterred mto ltaly, and their associalion

ljl-\tll\l'[i'.
|, that such Italian “school policy” met with a fierce general resistance ol
the people who, although helpless and subject to terorrism, never renounced their

-|‘h|rtll- 1o ceased to EXPress thear dissatistaction with the haban whools which

were torced upon them
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In risposta alla lettera rinersage del 10 aer.

prot. A.J. wi onoro riferire:

Sei prizi plorni della metre oboupssions 5.B, il Op-
wrdants in Capo la Piazz arittime’ col Basdo Nr, 9, aifisse in tutte
il territoric dell'sc Capitanats ¢istrettualesch® .212 .iﬁl tardi la
£i 728 carittiam venpe ridotta ai confinmi attualis ordi mave 1'spertn-

m 71 tutte le Bouole pubblicke , ad socarione 44’ 4oelle tedeoche,che
funzionavano prise della gaerra. Con i ivar sliuae nem boltanto

le scuole teenche, za anche 12 scucle croatd che il Ogwerme sustris-
3 svevs gistemate in Juesto d.stratto,nal corsc della guerm.
Pid tardd : ta unche 1a eLi gurs M4 S 8e,
1 1

le scucle yrivate ol in seguito a cil «lvr wole clave 4ol distret-

1 ~mestri cronl ricevevarno 1'ondine
‘te 0 aloen” 'a Jtutia ehe ziracciava

fecnlaio 44 dpitasioni jngowisve,con cid

*ia0egra pend

italiana arcle ir guelle frazioni dove nod erm ancor sistermta lica sood <

v italinne rravine A 18 sasunt ] personale negessario.
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scclastico distrettaale 41 Pols ad s pre q.hqu posto slste-

mw cel & st ettoyin scatitozions ai idored -aﬂl"‘mﬂl. Gl me-
stri quslifieati per scaple italians. Se fosse comtesss tale antorism-

ciens tatie le ecuols da ce aperte, pur.nnh\ul‘b - mi“:ih
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Lotte, 8 foado 8 1n quelld vece Lugaggiats nells ultlae cocche del
$7OAtiag0, tra g11 ultial balusrdd che #0a9 le scuole 41 §OVA0 8 jocie
bebi, Qui 1o resieten:am pAs 1vs nel sPadere L FigIL 8114 scuola 1té)lee
AR pordura ancora,né Yesde & cesssre,Del principio dell'msno scoiastico :
4 0gEY fuTomO bew tre i ssestri CAadIAtL nallr 5018 100A14tH AL Kooito-
biolLa wwlntmuluuoéau £iA8 sou9ls croata,non mib nd vuole scorim;
- J::_._Jé o_ei-ﬂl‘t_rmgn_?mpto‘ yign chieatg se 218 venuto per insegndre
in lnllvo.i;:_g?:a_ Lo Ataiisus e quando sente “".' 18 lingue d'tnseme onto

o et

GeL18 wouols lev'asser 1'it2likns, persiste neil'ostintztone o tieme & B
"L,

Ma o1l aon Sasta,sonvi aloune faciglise le uBli atadano Aseldunient
L figll » scuolajud qusndo juestl wi si recAnd o ritormnano 4allz lezice
ai,pon Tatti sezoo ds parte lei lors coadiscepoli Al oyni sorta 41 soher
oi,d'iavettive ¢ 91 ain8ccle,d NOVACO o & RKOSIDODL Wi devOno evuard ser=
fopente slounl fRAALLCL pro agandinti che UBANO 0g01 @La0,0341 Brte non
t1810ciRado lo winsccle 0ntro enl Lat4s L £4514 8.1 souole itaiisua, |
LA sheptre 41 NOVEQO Ap UG JOLUrLEEA0 Yeame ADSULTRtA ¢ SlabociAta .

; scopardo L'insultetore s condénnato wd unu pulte 41 Lire 50.1'Llvpattore
sa0lastico Signor Yittorlio Bombt,fu per :ﬁ‘l‘-rd volbe & gocibobi,s & Ko
vaco,cnifad & 34 Bleund trd § gld fabatiel,cercd A porsuiderid deiis
agcosaits per § lor figll '1l.'~c°nuuera bene 18 limgus lello Stato ey

: Dotr:‘un glorno farfil sdive eventualamente ngii Laplaughi r.:g!.,.w 2ttute
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Comuni interesasti o dells Previnots,

Succesaivemente dette scusle furene rhpm,- b ] pr e
doficiense ai Insegranti sluvi,i queld o erene fuhgi. ¢ in Jdgeslevis
o orene stetd sllentensti deile Auterite’ italisne per metivi peli-
tiet ,ai preveids vd sesezrare mootri {tellsni wile sed vecsmti.

Ls stesse serte tecce’' » perecchie scusle slsve di
vecehis letityziens ,le queli sf travavene nelle cendizieni sepre
sccenneto, - y !
' ¥ pelché .l ssentrl italieni nen censscevens le sleve,
esel deviitare noconserisvaonte faperiire 1'istruziens esclusivemsenie
in Hin us dteilers, inisdende cosi® Is treaferssziene liu;uhblch
delle acusls slle;letts {atrisne,

Plu® tardi encers divenners italisne por velents® dulle
pageluzioni interessete o dugll stesel mesntri shioglettd ls -
aler perte dalls wouela rimate slove,dimedects w1itiprirai aulltwne
re 1924, quende |* sministresione scalsstics fu sesunts del K. Pre
vediterste o 1 studi,le tresferm ziene llguistios delle scue o

"t . U Sk
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slloviette gre un futle jpliite, : ie oufinitive sppreve-
Tiendg vell*Muterits ' cen
fimsore “uttevie slevo,piu' por |'incuris dedl risputti-
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28) Scatiatuzicno 4:1 nasiir- £11ogons, PACCHIN Umbortc, chs insee
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stava meglio prima sotto gli austriaci,che ors o1 paganc melSe tasse »
she msnoas 11 lavoro.Gli #coleri Brosina ¢ Stuaf hanno dlehisrate siks 41
non aver cé1 pronuncisto fresi oontrarie all'Italianish ed sl Regime o
massi al confronto coll'Isors hinno recisamente affermate che fu queoti
8 parlar loro male dell'Itslis,A sus volta 11 Brosina mi he confermato

quanto avevs gih detto I'Iscre nei rigusrdi del parrceo,

La responssbilish d1 tali manifestasioni antitaliane uin. proprio al
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4106 in chiess,coss che non ai perita di dire anche a1 bambini.e natural_
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eparazione dells miestra e dei suol tmlilﬂ.Ie orsduto opportuno perci’
snche per espreesc desiderio del padre 41 inizisre le pratiche per 11 ri_

oovero 41 datto scolarc in una casa 41 dorrezione,
Jusnte o Siuseppe Brozins,richiamc la mia nota N 1955 del 3T mgglo 931,
Reotituleoo § tre rajporti del Podeatd 411 glsane,
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Eccelisnza,

Le parole del Duce cne v.E.mi na cemunicate con lettera odierna e che mi ha
rilette pereonalmente nelila gradita visita resami stamane sone premie tréppd
grande per nﬁ s f\l'oporn mian modestimsima,

Vi prego 41 far conescere al Duce la mia riconoscenza mentre ie continuerd

& pregare per 1'immancabile vittoria deli'ltalia fascistm che ancora una vol-
ta venedico insieme &l wsuo Condottiero.

Jorliate gradire il mie ossequie mentre Vi ringrszie sentitaments ¢ per la
sesmazione usatami col recarVi persenalmentes da me & per tutte le cortesie

cui sempre mi avete circondate.
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SUPPRESSION OF THE CROAT AND SLOVENE PRESS

As soon as they occupied the Julian March, the Italian authorities set about
the suppression of the Slay Press which, in the Julian March, had made great
progress not only as regards dailies and periodicals but also as regards publishing
enterprises. In the furtherance of this aim ltaly undertook various measures, such
as: the arrest of editors, sequestration of newspapers ete, For that task ltaly also
used the so called “irresponsible elements”, of whom it is said that “they are
confidential experts with loyal national feelings, who will deal with such matters
without compromising the governement”. Those “irresponsible elements”, even be-
fore the coming of fascism into power, used to attack Slav printing houses,
thus, for instance, the printing office "Edinost™ in Trieste was demolished five times
m the period from 1918 to 1921, the Slovene printing house in Gorica was demo-
lished by bombs, and the printing office of the newspaper “Pucki prijateljy” in
Pazin was completely destroyed as early as 1919,

Finaly, on July 15th, 1923, under number 3288, the Law concerning the
Press was published, according to which the provincial prefect was adthorized to
send a written warning to the responsible editor ("gerent”) and after the seconil
warning he was empowered to deny him the right of editing and this also enta-
tled suspension of the newspaper.

In that way Italy completely suppressed the whole of the Slav Press by
1930, After that time there were published in Gorica only two strictly informative

newspapers, but they also were suspended in 1930 at the explicit order of Benitto

Mussolini,

The Slav books were suppressed in the same  manner.  slrresponsible
clements«  attacked Slav printing works and  book-stores, and the authorities
seized all the books, arrested and punished those who distributed them and took
the permit for publishing from those in whose printing  works Slav books
were published. In addition, hooks with Slovene or Croat text had to have thei

title page in the Italian language.
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E' noto alia .¥, quale 4if usione atbia
fra la Powlazione nllo-ana . di corenta ;'ra'r-'l."r.\._u, con risultati
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Cessazione dei settiinanali sloveni
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ITALY SUPPRESSED AT THE SAME TIME BOTH CROAT AND
SLOVENE NEWSPAPERS AND ASSOCIATIONS

Betore the Italian annexation there were in the Julian March several hundreds
of various cultural and educational assoctations, orgamzed in unions, Right from. the
Forst davs of Halian occupation the suppression ol these organizations was started,
<0 that by the end of 1927 not a single Croat or Slovene association as left n
the Julian March., Thev were subjected to all forms of chicanery and terrorism. Thei
headquarters were demolished and burned, and their members arrested, interned and

persecuted
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Jond amorn eeistent! 1le Bofuant L Aseooiae

2iand
Boop)

L, Soatetd 'uloge™ del samure di Hlsane, avenia/ secon=
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THE TREATMENT OF CROAT AND SLOVENE CIVIL SERVANTS
BY ITALY K

The Croats and Slovenes — civil servants in the Julian March — were
exposed right from the first day of the occupation to the terrorism of “irrespon-
sible elements’” as well as to arrest, internment and dismisal. The remaining civil
servants were transferred to ltaly, and among them was a great number of rail-

wavmen, who are still living in ltaly. There exist many documents concerning the

treatment of Slovene and Croat civil servants by ltalyv: because of their similarity

onlv a few are given here.
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DENATIONALIZATION BY RECRUITMENT

In carrving cut the policy of denationalization of the Slovenes and Croats in
all possible ways, the Italians terrorized especially Slovenes and Croats from the

Julian March who were recruited into the [Italian army. This is proved by many

documents mcluding the followmge detter of the Halian Ministry of the Interior ol
November 23rd, 1925, addressed to the Prefect ol Pula
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Eil'oper d'}liiqulg-gfiiQa ¢l .0 terre annedre.
infa« t1 risaputo che ln yuestione se fosue da
preforire {1 reolut icnte nuzicn 1. o quelio territoriale si
ntod fino Adni ovrird a 11 del a contituzion: del Herno
N/« risoluta nel rensn favorevole nl reclutis

perchi: ven riconosciuto mezz2o ndntio «d

—— — e —

nture serpre ;ii l'unlon de¢lle

prlma costitulivano Statl gepnpati
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le stesue rmyioni as al pli fortem:nte vilgono ora red
riguardl dellc popolazicni -1l open. delle nuove provinolie ie
quall sono contnntercrle ¢ tonacercont. sobillate ; sentirentl
41 av ersione per 141 Nuzione italiana dai politicanti del luo
€0, ligl all'sustria, ul.. ierranin e al a Jugzoslavia,

L'adozione 4 1 recluturento o Y.se nazionale avreb o
uesto du;lice b.nelico ef et 0. Da una pnrtg_ﬁ glovani eo.
seritil al ogent, inviiti nelie grandl Eifth delle antiche
provinc;:Thimpnrereb ar# a conogﬁ;ré; ap rez:are ed anche amas
re 1'1talis; e portered ero, tornandc ned proprl paesi, una
qu:{:;e_p:rte almeno, del nuovi gentirerti contratti, Dall'ale«
bra partoe, § comerit:'i 1tall ni invintl in ruella reglone,
( epecinlmente se seelti con opportuni criteri ) potrebbero cous

————— .

pler. un  vera e propria azione di propas nda nazionale.

11 inistero delia Guer a, nell'informare che condivide

pienamente i conoetti sopra prospet.ati, ha altres! nesioura.

- to che, contrariamente a gquanto era stato riferito, tall ocon-
cetli hanno gik vuto completa a rlicazions nel a levn sul'a
classe 1905, colia .uale 8l @ provvedato ad inviare nel.e i;rans
41 otti delie veochie provincie le reclute nllogene slave, oro

ate o tedesche, gomprese anche quelle idrnee per i1 servizio
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@lle trup ¢ da contagnn, per le quali-sl ern fattian cce
cezicne nel.a levn del I404. -
bra o #a altreel ag iunto che, nesli atudl in corso per
pie ie ia compilazione delie tabelle 4 reclutamento per la

tircnti clasne 1,00, nul.n sard modificato Al 6%11 oriteri, dei

unll sl & creduto op-or Aare n 2 alla
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CHANGE OF CHRISTIAN NAMES AND SURNAMES OF SLOVENES
AND CROATS

___ With the object ol elacing all Slav traces in the Julian March, Italy changed
first Slav names of places, then the Christian names and surnames,

Names of places were changed by the Royal decree of March 29th, 1923,

while the change of Christian names and surnames began to be effected also in 1923,

when the keeping of registers of births, deaths and marriages passed into the hands

of the civil authorities, which forced on the new born bahies ltalian names, these
being officially sanctioned by the law of March 8th, 1928, by which “ex officio” ail
names which shurt public order or national or religious feelings, or are ridiculous
or extraordinary” were to be changed.

The change of surnames was carried out in accordance with the law of April
7thy, 1927, N. 494, by which the law of January 19th, 1926, N. 17, relating to the
re-introduction of Italian forms in family names, which was untill then applied only
in the province of Trentino, was extended to apply to the Julian March also. This
law prescribes that »families whose former Italian or Latin names were translated
into other languages or distorted by foreign orthography or foreign suffixes, shall
revert to their original form"”, and this change of names was compulsory, while
the change of surnames »=of non-ltalian or foreign origing, including Slay sur-
names, was at least formally, and by the letter of the law, optional.

However, the documents which are now published prove:

that the change in the Slovene and Croat surnames commenced before the
IFascist Party entered the Government, before 1922, and that the Fascism only le-
galized the existing conditions, created before the advent of the Fascist rule;

that, although it was optional for Slovenes and Croats to change their sur-
names, these were changed "ex officio” by means of printing a list of surnames
whose change was obligatory;

that the Slovenes and Croats in the Julian March were forced to change
their surnames by other means and especially by being deprived of employment;

that in the province of Pola alone up to January 11th, 1923, 56.000 Slovene

surnames were changed,
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La Gazzetta Ufficiole de) 16 apri-] In nove sed
le ultimo scorso ha ﬁuhbﬂnb Inllegge, epdy
nuovs legge di data 30 mareo 1955 | le, &

XIV n. 55 con Jo «Norme per laflis
modificazione di nomi e cognomi | i p
in casi specialin,

Leggo per tulta I'ltalia

La uuova legge, emanats per
tutte le Prcrinc‘i?del Regno, sta- Y A ali provincie con | .
bilisce che «i nomi ed i cogaomiU titemo incesssnte. Ogni giorno |y
ridicoli o vergognosi o che fono. emessi decreti che correggono ta
Do upa origiue i il cognome a centinaia di persone: | 4.
gono_essero modif 1zg |} Glornali ‘non tengono piu dietro
dell’interessato: la § Jest'operssions, Sirensta yx ot
redats dalla '-';Pil' A to di gmd‘:gana &?mnhuttulmu,
I'atto’ di naseita i interessati, [POrH! #1 PUd prevedero che nel cor.
deve essore pmnﬁﬁ al Procura- |5 &t aloy sasl tutt] § coknow!
tore genarale preseo ja Copte d’Ap-
peilo, neila cui giurisdisiono e wi-
tuato i'uflicio dello Stato civila,
ove trovasi 'atto di nascita a ciu
I richiesta si riferisce, Nella
manda devesi indicure la mio f-
cavlons ckic si desidera sin ap) gge dell'8 marzo 1923 il

© 0 cognome, oppugo jl | Governo fascista ha volute discipli-

- | 1iU0Y0 1utee o cognome cho sf in-[Nare in Italia Vimposizione dei no-
Lende assumerens, m nello demuncie “dello nascite, a
Qualora gl'interessati, che. ig- | Somighiansa di quento si osserva

- [dono 13 micdificazions o il camb! oy . l{:alo:ﬁ? do“d:{:
Lo ael nom. <ba dep oo 1 Kotuctonr e groibisco U'im-
s trovine il: disagiato condizinhe g:m ;:{'c:';“m’d'(:::":j:
I caiine e Gt B2 etromis I s S
plole, €1 documonti oveatusinf. |2 ’:,,;*;;f;gmg;mopggug;
to prodotti dagli interessati, Bo.|™% s . TS
o esenty da ogni tassa, comprg: f‘,'l -ﬁ::;:mo:::.::uoﬂ'_lh . 'r-'hn'o'
qn-!l.'a_ ;li'concessiouq governati es;mpin :\{ro htﬁml&(qua .';“
Ja disagiata condizione ccono ridicoli per cittading itdinng, quel
in carta jibera, del Comune, e}da :z;ik:w;_lrlg:‘?l;ul-}rmnku. z‘“- q‘,-‘“;:"
Ua certificato, pure in carta ifhe- 1010 & 4815 tabiife x :h:’_"“ ';rﬁ"
14, dell'ufigio dnlrfuugia Ao ste,. apecinhnente tr: H gli‘o:ulml‘t‘; ¥
: ;m:"‘“!:' '].'[l quale r"i;‘{"‘ to Tpu- ¥yl ragazze, seeondo i loro desideri
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! s dlof . }
#i fdell'mumontare della impaste, | o del_Tribunale,

e | Quattro leggi sull'onomasticr—- La legd¥del 1936 :

(IS idi

.wl'-t Cop quells di et anne, appe- %m; Wgﬂﬂm[ "dlw“

o eini wicita. sono quattro s 14 in | Lt rguova legze del 16 aprile 1996
di- 1o lagui vhie regolano fa wodifiea- | XIV esiende At eittading (i e

chat alome dell onomastica. e Yorge del | ' proviuele d'ltaliy i benghiru oy
| ‘I’: Hovembre 1865 anl vandyianw. | Foter modificare tante” i1 propio |
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PLANNED DESTRUCTION OF SLOVENE AND CROAT PEASANT
FARMING; COLONIZATION OF ITALIANS

With the object of speeding up the Italianization of the Julian March, Italy
undertook measures in the economic field by the dissolution and destruction ol
Slovene and Croat financial, agricultural and other co-operatives and banks., The
economic significance of these organizations may be seen from the fact that in
Trieste alone there were seven Slovene and Croat banks, and that the Slovene and
Croat co-operatives possessed a capital of 3,000.000 gold crowns. With the same
object Italy systematically seized the land of Croat and Slovene peasants, and began
to colonize it by the Italians. Immediately after the end of the first world war an
institute was founded in Rome with this aim in view. It was called "Ente nazionale
per il credito agrario” and it started with the colonization of the Julian March by
Italian families. Later, other organizations worked on the same task, and on Sep-
tember 30th, 1931, an institute was opened, called "Ente per la rinascita delle tre
Venezie”, which through the buying of Slovene and Croat properties and settling on
them Italian famillies was to effect ethnical improvement ("bonificazione etnica”).
Since, however, it was considered that the process of colonization was rather a slow
one, a new plan was made based on much quicker and more radical procedure. This
plan was made by Italo Sauro, a Fascist of Kopar, high state official and Musso-
lini's adviser on Slav questions in the Julian March.
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THE ACTION FOR THE ITALIANIZATION OF THE SLOVENES AND
CROATS IN THE JULIAN MARCH WAS SYSTEMATICALLY
CONDUCTED FROM ROME

Document N. 1. The Ministry of the Interior sent to the prefects in Trent,
{dine, Pula, Trieste, Rijeka and Zadar communication N.56 A. G, of November 14th,
1925, which reads.

“The President of the Government has sent to all the Ministers a circular,
a copy of which is enclosed herewith, which clearly and finally explains what the
programme of the Government must be and will be, in so far as it relates to the
administration of the new provinces and to the treatment of their population, i. e
the non-ltalian people, and the attention of the Ministers is drawn to the need for
4 greater coordination of the activities of various state offices in regard to the
question of governing the above mentioned population according to a definite pro-
gramme. ‘

The need for coordination expressed in the circular refers not only to the
central administration, but still more to the administration of the provinces where,
according to the instructions of the President of the Council of Ministers, coordi-
nation_must be achieved by means of closer contact with activities which may have
an nfluence on the italianization of the tercitories which are now _inhabited by
non-lItalian groups™. ).

Document N. 2. In his tommunication N. 851 of June 24th, 1927, the Pre-
fect of Pula sent a report to the Ministry of the Interior in which it is stated:

4) The problem of the agrarian credit may be considered as ninally solved,
.0 that it will now be possible to satisfy the needs ol the Provance and also to make

a big step in the work on the absorption of the alien element,

by So far the following priests have been successfully transferred from the
Province: Kazimir Rovis, Antun Hrii¢, Josip Vidau, Ciril Podrzaj and Jurje Poropat,
andd the sTrieste Bishop has promised« to transfer Mata Agres and Vjenceslay Sv.-
leni, and negotiations are being made lur the transtfer of Josip Skorda, who has been
released from his duty as religious nstructor, The Bishop ot Zadar has been appro-
ached for the purpose of transterring the priest Franjo Krivi¢i¢ from Beloma to Cres,
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The Report further reads:

"The manifold action for the removal of all alien priests and all others (their
number unfortunately is not small) who, although Italian subjects, should be con-
sidered dangerous because of their anti-Italian propaganda, is meeting with little
support from all three Bishops. And this is only because of the lack of priests. We
shoukd have at our disposal priests from the old provinces, and then we would be in
position to remove the non-Italian priests who are still on duty and for whom the
Bishops say that they have no substitutes”,

¢) The Prefect reports that Slav propaganda is done mostly through books
and that he always confiscates Slav school-books which are sent into the Province
or found wi'th the puptls,

d) The Prefect states that he has already sent a report on the closing of Slay
reading rooms, the .dissolving of sports societies and cooperatives, and, »that
he will apply new measures, the result of which will be the disappearance of such
institutions in his Provincee,

2

ITALY SUPPRESSES ALL SLAV SCHOOLS IN THE JULIAN
MARCH

Document N. 3. In its communication of April, 1919, the Civil Commi-
ssionership of Pula informed the Royal Governor of the Julian March that on the
territory of Pula "12 Croat schools” had been suppressed. The report further adds:
“several Croat teachers were ordered to leave "Piazza Forte” or at least the school,
which was threatening to become a focus of Yugoslav propaganda, and therefore
other Croat schools were suppressed also; so that of 49 prewar schools (37 public
and 12 private) to-day only 4 are open.

Document N. 4. The Subprefect of Pore¢ in his communication of Ja-
nuary 7th, 1924, informs the Chief of the School Department for the Julian March:

"With reference to your request in the circular N. 96 Ris of December
22nd, last year, I have the honour of informing you that in this terrtory there
is not a single school to which the order contained in the Roval Decree N. 2185
of October Ist, 1923, can be applied, for in all the schools the language of in-
struction is ltalian”,

The report further says: "The people of the villages Novaki and Mo¢ibob
are still attached to their Croat school so that they are unable to and do not want
to forget it, They ask every newly sent teacher if he is going to teach in the
[talian or in the Croat language, and when they hear that the language of instruc-
tion will be Italian, they obstinately keep the children at home'.,

TS
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Document N. 5. In his communication N, 3552, of November 15th, 1925, the
School Inspector for the Istria Province informs the Pula Prefect:

“At the time of the armistice all the Istrian village schools were Slav or
bilingual. In many of those schools ltalian was taught only in supplementary courses.
Immediately after the liberation the non-ltalian schools, opened by Ausiria during
the war, were suppressed.,.”

The same fate also befell many elementary schools of earlier date, Since the
Italian teachers did not know the Slav language, they taught only in Italian, and
thus they inaugurated the language transformaiion of the non-lialian Istrian schools.

Document N. 6. The Decree of the Prefect of Trieste Area of August 2nd,
1926, dissolving the Teachers’ Union (Uciteljska zveza) which had its seat in Trieste
the association to which all the Slovene teachers belonged.

Document N, 7. The Chief of the Scheol Department for the Julian
March and Zadar sent, on May 20th, 1927, to all the school inspectors Circular N. 76,
in which it was said:

“In the non-Italian and mixed zones a greater transfer of teachers must be
effected in order to appoint in the school centres, which from the national point of
view constitute the most delicate problem, Italian teachers... who are fully willing
and able to accelerate the process of the assimilation of the voung generation of
another mother tongue’.

Document N. 8. In their communication of June 13th, 1927, the Carabi-
nieri Headquarters informs the Prefect of Pula of the schools and teachers on its
territory, giving at the same time its opinion of each individual Slay teacher.
Thus, for instance, it requests that the teachers Angela Medvestek and Stana Bendid
be replaced by others “for they are inspired by Slav feeling and incapable of
italianizing the young non-Italian generations™. Besides, they live in a district
‘which is particularly nfriendly towards italy and in which are needed teachers of
proved conviction and great initiative

Such proposals were also formulated by other Carabinieri staffs in the Julian
March.

Document N. 9. The Head of the organization “lalia Redenta”, Edwiga
Constantini, wrote on the 19, VII, 1930 to the Special Commissioner of Pula Pro-
vince that on the ‘occasion of Her recent visit, the Gracious President, Her Royal
Highness the Duchess of Aosta... expressed the desire that the number of children’s
homes in the Italian districts should be decreased as much as possible in order to
raise the number of such homes in the districts inhabited by aliens

Document N. 10. In his communication of December Ist, 1930, the Rijeka
Quaestor informed the Prefect of Rijeka Province that "a certain number of pupils,
instead of join'ng the [talian schools, have fowd a way ol attending the schools in
Susak and Krk, which are on Yugoslav territory

The Quaestor further savs: "As regards the families who although they
have NMalian citizenship prefer to send their children to Yugoslav schools, i am of
opinion that they should be deprived of their fronter passes b they have them,
and an investigation should be held as to whether there jz a necessuy for the appli-
cation of other measures, all the more so if they are in possession of special police

permits (such as those for the keeping of inns, letting ol rooms ete.)




Document N. 11. The Royal Quaestorship in Rijeka ,in its communicat-
ion N. 4554 of June Ist, 1931, informed the Prefect in Rijeka of the events that
occured in the Elementary School in JelSane, The communication reads:

“"On March 26th this vear, the teacher, Marija Vidmar, read to the fourth
form a dictation under the heading ,New Haly”, which contained the following
sentence: "O! chi ldren, how beautiful, how great is our ltaly, Benito Mussolini de-
sires that it should be still more beautifui and greater... A boy, Ivan Iskra, aged
12 years, substituted the words great and beautiful with small and ugly. The teacher
on April 9th sent a report to the School Inspector in Volosko, informing him of
this case; and he, on h's part, informed the District Commissioner and the local
military authorities. The District Commissioner recently found out that another boy,
Gerl Mario, had also written "ugly” instead of “beautiful” ltaly; and learnt from
ftm that the boy Iskra had forced him to write that, by threatening to beat him if
he did not do it. Gerl was-sitting by Iskra and had written the words in the way in
which the teacher dictated them, but Iskra then forced him to write "Benito Mussolin’
wishes it to he still uglier" '

3

PERSECUTION OF SLAV CLERGY AND ITALIANIZATION
THROUGH THE CHURCH

Document N. 12, We have reproduced several pages from the report
of the chief military chaplain, Quinzi, which he sent on February 6th, 1919, to the
Civil Commissioner in Pula, at whose order he had visited the priests in the Poret
Bishopric,

In that report the chief military chaplain says that he visited the priests
in order to ascertain whether they were carrying out Italian propaganda, and that he
found that the majority of them weré against this propaganda. Speaking of indidual
priests, he says that "Mato Skabié in Marcani is a fanatical Slav”® and that as
such he las been arrested, that the parish priest in Barban ,is inspired with Slay
feelings and is anxious for the future of his people” and that therefore he should be
removed. The chiet military chaplain proposes that the same should be done with
Curkovi¢, rector in Krnica, and that he should be given a passport for Dalmatia
where he wants to go, and that he should later be prevented from returning, The
chiet: military chaplain further proposes that police surveillance should be kept
over all those priests who refuse to introduce the Malian language into the church.

Document N. 13. In his communication of January 19, 1923, N. 65, under
the heading "Expulsion of parish priests considered as dangerous aliens’”, the Sub-
prefect of Pazin informs the Trieste Prefecture that the parisch priests of Pasjak
and Boljuna have been expelled from Italy, that the parish priests of Gologorica

»
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and Sumbrek have been deprived of their nationality, and that therefore they should
be exiled. Subprefect further adds that application for naturalization ol some
other parish priests shall be rejected, and concludes: “However, this Subprefecture
is gravely concerned because many Registar’s offices will be left without their
chiefs in consequence of the departure of such a greal mumber ol priesis. .. and
therefore takes the liberty of pointing out the necessity of urgent intervention with
the Bishops so that vacancies in parishes mayv be filled as soon as possible,

Document N. 14, The Headquarters of the Carabinieri in Rijeka, in its re-
port of May 22, 1926, informs the Prefect of Rijeka that Aleksandar Superina,
parish priest of Drenova does not, it is true, conduct the Glagolitic Mass, but
Ustil continues to preach in the Croatian language and allows the children who
attend Italian schools to sing Croat hvmns. The report further says that Superina has
not omitted to inform his parishioners in . Drenova that he has received an order
from the higher church authorities, to preach and conduct church services in the
ltalian or Latin language, but that he is dgainst this, because the people would not
understand him as they do not know the ltalian language. Because of this the Head-
quartres request that Superina be deprived of the right of domicile in Drenovi,
for he is “obstructing the work of education in the national spirit™,

Document N. 15. In its report of November 4th, 1926, N, 164 31, the head-
quarters of the Carabinieri in Rijeka informs the Prefect of the Quarnero Pro-
vince, that Rafael Morel is of good morai conduct but that he “cherishes Slay
fecling against Italy”, and that “as a good propagandist he has been entered imnto
the list of politically dangerous persons and into the register ol persons wha
should be interned in case of mobilization”

Document N. 16. The Communication of the Ministry of the Interior
N. 58O8, of January 5th, 1935, sent to the Prefect of Gorica in connection with the
request of the Gorica Archbishop Carlo Margotti that his income be increased. The
communication expounds in detail the formal reasons for which it is impossible (o
do this, but adds: “the Ministry regrets that because of these insurmountable  dif-
ficulties it is unable to modify its former decision, but it reserves the right, as
already indicated, to help Msgn Margotti by special subsidies, which shall be granted
according 1o vour proposal and in view of the specially delicate activities which he
is to carry out in the political sphere in that Archbishopric

Document N. 17. On the occasion of a pastoral letter by Carlo Margoti
(who ist still Archibishop of Gorica) Benito Muassoiini sent the Tolloving telegram
through the Prefect of Gorica:

"I have read the pastoral letter of Archbishap Margotti, Tell hin that his
words are worthy of an ltalian and a priest. Express to him  my  satisfaction,
Mussolini™,

Document N. 18, After the contents of the telegram were comnnumicated
to him by a letter, Margotti thanks the Prefect in a letter of June 17th, 1940

‘Excelleney. the words of the Duce, which Your Excelleey communicated to
me by todav's letter, and which vou again personally read to me during your wel-
come visit to me taday, are too great a reward for me and my modest deed. Please

express to the Duce my gratitude, and I will continue with my prayers lor the cer

{ain victory of fascist Italy, which | bless once more tovether with its condotticre
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SUPPRESSION OF THE CROAT AND SLOVENE PRESS

Document N. 19. The District Commissioner in Kanfanar, in his letter
of February 25th, 1920, N. 349, informs the Civil Cimmissionership 1n Pula, that
he “had considered it opportune to order the Post Office authorities to seize all
Croat periodicals.”

Document N. 20. In his communication of May 5th, 1923, N. 17141, the
President of the Council of Ministers, in wWhose name the communication was signed
by Cabinet Minister Acerbo, communicates to the Prefect of Pula:

“Your are aware of how widespread Yugoslav printed matters are among
the non-Italian population of that province. .. In view of the existing laws it is
impossible to apply any measures of repression or limitation, but still the need is
clear that the local political authorities should energetically and wisely carry out
a reasonable action aimed at nullifying the grave consequences that might arise out
of such a state of affairs. You will therefore find a way of frustrating the public-
ation of the mentioned newspapers, either by the use of the cooperation of confi-
dential experts with loyal national feelings who will deal with such matters without
compromising the authorities, or by the use of some other means which you may
consider suitable for the purpose”.

Document N. 21. The Slovene paper "Edinost”, which used to be pu-
blished in Trieste, in its issue N. 252 of October 23rd, 1923, under the heading
“Slaves truly Slaves”, reports the order of the Prefects in Udine and Trieste concer-
ning the bilingual printing of newspapers. The order of the Trieste Prefect reads:

"The Prefect of the Trieste Province orders that, as from October 24th this
vear, all dailies and periodicals which till now have been published in this Province
in a non-Italian language, must, besides the Italian translation of the heading, have
the translation of the article, news, reports, ete., which must be printed immediately
after each article or separate item. The same type must be used for the translations
as for the original. All papers which do not in any way comply with this order
will be confiscated and the offenders shall be dealt w'th in accordance with the law"

Document N. 22. The Ministry of the Inetrior, in its communication
‘N. 3832, of July 19th, 1927, sent to the Prefects in Trieste, Pula, Gorica, Rijeka and
Udine, gave the following instructions concerning the Press:

"The Slav Press must be gradually suppressed. Nearly all the newspapers
have been given the first warning. Confiscations should be intensified until it comes
to the second confiscations and through it to the dismmssal of the gerent (the
responsible editor Note by the translator). As regards the approval of the appo-
intment of a new gerent, it is unnecessary to point out that the Press Law gives to
you in that respect full powers of intervention, and you will use them so as to refuse
systematically to give your consent to a new appointment. As from October 1st no
Slav paper may be published in the Julian March”.
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Document N, 23. Telegram of the Ministry of the Interior of November
oth, 1930, to the Prefect of Gorica:

"By order of His Excellency the President of the Government you are
requested to take measures for the prohibition of the publication of the periodical
“Novi List”, Confirm. On behalf of the Minister of the Interior, Arpinati’,

Document N. 24. In his communication of November 10th, 1930, the Gorica
Prefect intorms the Ministry of the Interior that the publication of “Nov: List" shall
cease on December 25th, the date of the expiry ol subscriptions and advertisement
contracts, He adds that he considers it mopportune 1o leave the Slavs without any
Slav - newspapers, published in the Province. for in that case “because of their
great passion for reading, wh'ch is also proved by the fact that there are no illite-
rates among them, they might become still more attached to the foreign press’, He
therefore proposes the founding of a religions weekly under the name of "Ave
Maria’”,

Document N. 25, Telegram of the Ministry of the Interior of November
I4th, 1930, reads:

The Chier of the Government has ordered immediate suspension of the pu-
blication of “"Novi List". His Excellency shall execute this regardless of the date of
expiry of subscriptions and advertisement contracts. Confirm. For the Minister of
the Interior, Arpinati.”

Document N. 26. In his communication  of  November 19th, 1930, N. 38
Ris, the Gorica Prefect informs the Ministry of the Interior:

With reference to my telerram of the F4th inst. 1 confirm that the weeklies
“Novi list™ and "Istarski list” which used to he published every Thursdayv, were nol
issued today, so that their last week's numbers wore their last

5

ITALY SUPPRESSED AT THE SAME TIME BOTH CROAT AND
SLOVENE NEWSPAPERS AND ASSOCIATIONS

Document N, 27, Report of the commandant of Pula, dated December
13, 1918, states that Yugoslay political associat ons Keep constantly  alive the spirit
of revolution. These associations are small village institutes: they are called reading-
“rooms, Alter enumerating the places in which such associations exist; i.e. Preman-
tura, Medulin, Liznjan, Pomer, Marcana, Stinjan and Barban, the commandant pro-
poses that they shall be dissolved.

Document N. 28. The Miuistry of the Interior vives - its  letter N.
iN32, of July 19, }'l'..':, the [Il”il\\!”:‘ instructions to the !'T'L‘l.t't‘]'- of Tf'it‘\[L‘_ Pll].l,
Rijeka, Gorica, Videm (Udine):
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“Slav cultural associations, After long experience and great patience
we have been forced to conclude that they have shown that they want to be, and,
that in fact, they are: muclea of political resistance, more or less camouflaged cen-
tres of irredentist propaganda, foci of dissatisfaction, doubt and mistrust regarding
everything Italian. They have but one aim: to estrange the population from us and
to isolate it from the rest of the province and of the country, and therefore they
must not be tolerated. A ceaseless, intell'gent supervision will provide very goo!
pretexts for their dissolution, and it need hardly be pointed out that after the dis-
solution of a certain number of them, all other associations will in due course d's-
solve of their own accord, when they realise that their subversive activities will not
be tolerated any longer. ..

... In any case by the Ist October no Slay cultural society should exist
any longer’,

Document N. 29. In this report, No 5312 of Oktober 6, 1927, the Pre-
fect of Rijeka informs the Ministry of the Interior that the follow ng Slav associa-
tions have been dissolved as from July 1, 1927:

1) The Women's Association of Opatija, 2) The Youth Association "Sloga”
in Opatija, 3) The Sport-Club "Olimp” in Opatija... The anti-lItalian a'ms- of the
associations were given as reasons for the dissolution,

Document N. 30. In the communication of November 14, 1928, the Pre-
fect of Rijeka informs the Minister of National Economy as follows:

"Attilio Depoli, the President of the Savings Bank of Rijeka, informs the
Ministry that he will personally be responsible for the purchase of the building whicli
is the property of Yugoslayv citizens, and which is the headquarters of Reading-
Room and the Yugoslay Consulate.

... The purchase will, so to say, crown the "sacred” wishes of the inhabi-
tants of Fiume, and for the pol tical authorities it will mean Hberation from a
nightmare.

The taking over of the premises by this institution will have the following
advantages: 1) the uprooting of the Croat readng-room from the den where con-
spiracies and attacks on the Italian character of Fiume were planned; the Reading-
Room will then probably be closed; 2) the inducing of the Yugoslav Consulate in a
courteous way to find new premises (this appears to be the wish of the Consul him-
self) far from the centre of the town where, if need be, supervis.on will be ecasier; 3)
provision for the provincial Fascist federation of suitable headquarters. This third
point too is important: we shall clean the place and adorn the premises with licto-
rial fasces”

Document N. 31. The Minister of National Economy replies to this com-
munications by his letter of December 13, 1928, informing the Prefect of Fiume that
he can enter into negotiations for the purchase of the premises: "which is so eagerly
and warmly recommended by Your Excellency, because of patriotic and nat onal
motives, which demand that the Croat element be uprooted from this most ltalian
town",
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THE TREATMENT OF CROAT AND SLOVENE CIVIL SERVANTS
BY ITALY

Document N. 32. Letter of the Governor of the Julian March, No. 4517, of May
24, 1919, adressed 1o the civil commissioners of Trieste, Gorica, Volosco, Tolmin and
Pazin in vhich a list of engineers who are considered, not only to be Slavs by senti-
ment, but also to dislike our institutions, and whose presence is therefore dangerous.
This letter further contains the names of 26 engineers, and the civil commissioners
are requested to collect data concerning their past and their political ideas, and to
submit the names of those who should be dismissed,

Document N. 33. The General Civil Commissionership of the Julian
March asks, in its letter, No. 019491 of December 6, 1945, the Civil Commissioner
in Pazin to forward information concerning the moral conduct, political behaviour,
and patriotic feelings of a civil servant named Franjo Vogri¢,

Document N. 34. The Royal Carabinieri in Labin inform the Civil Com-
missioner in Pazin, in their report of December 18, 1919, that Franjo Vogri¢ is of
good moral conduct, but of very bad political behaviour, because he is a "fierce and
very active Yugoslav propagandist”, Therefore the Carabinieri do not approve of
his being ;|p|minh-:| as tax collecter.

Document N. 35. The Prefect of Pula informs the Ministry of the Inte-
rior in his report of March 5, 1936, that in the Julian March the non-Italian popu-
lation is in the majority in a great many communes and that it is therefore often
difficult to find a suitable mavor. It is therefore necessary to approach persons who
are not from the provinece, and to whom financial assistance must therefore be given

7

DENATIONALIZATION BY RECRUITMENT

Document N. 36,

Secret Raome, November 23rd, 1926

From the

Ministry ol the Interior

As Your Excellency already knows, af the meeting of the Prefects held in
this Ministry last month it was pointed out that some recruits of non-Italian origin
were undergoing military training under the so called territorial system in certain
parts of the Julian March, which has led to inconvenienices and even dangers.
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THE TREATMENT OF CROAT AND SLOVENE CIVIL. SERVANTS
BY ITALY

Document N. 32. Letter of the Governor of the Julian March, No. 4517, ol May
24, 1919, adressed to the civil commissioners of Trieste, Gorica, Volosco, Tolmin and
Pazin in vhich a list of engineers who are considered, not only to be Slavs by senti-
ment, but also to dislike our institutions, and whose presence is therefore dangerous,
This letter further contains the names of 26 engineers, and the civil commissioners
are requested to colleet data concerning their past and their political ideas, and to
submit the names of those who should be dismissed.

Document N. 33. The General Civil Commissionership of the Julian
March asks, in its letter, No. 019491 of December 6, 1945, the Civil Commissioner
in Pazin to forward information concerning the moral conduct, political behaviour,
and patriotic Teelings of a civil servant named Franjo Vogrid.

Document N. 34. The Roval Carabinieri in Labin inform the Civil Com-
missioner in Pazin, in their report of December 18, 1919, that Franjo Vogrit is of
rood moral conduct, but of verv bad political behaviour, because he is a "fierce and
very active Yugoslay propagandist”™, Therelore the Carabinieri do not approve of
his being appointed as tax collecter.

Document N. 35. The Prefect of Pula informs the Ministry of the Inte-
rior in his report of March 5, 1936, that in the Julian March the non-Italian popu-
lation is in the majority in a great many communes and that it is therefore often
difficult to find a suitable mavor. It is therefore necessary to approach persons who
are not from the province, and to whom financial assistance must therefore be given

7

DENATIONALIZATION BY RECRUITMENT

Document N. 6.

Secret Rome, November 23rd, 1926

From the

Ministry of the Interior.

As Your Excellency already knows, at the meeting of the Prefects held in
this Ministry last month it was pointed out that some recruits of noun-Italiun origin
were undergoing military training under the so called territorial system in certain
parts of the Julian March, which has led to inconveniences and even dangers.

easadi s it

Cavi
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This Ministry availed itself of the opportunity to draw the attention of the
Ministry of War to the necessity of ordering non-Italian recruits to be enlisted
according to the national and not the territorial scheme, the latter being -— apart
from the dangers of military espionage — basically contrary to the work of Italiani-
zation of annexed territories.

It has finally been established that the question as to whether national or.
territorial recruitment was preferable, — which had been put forward from the very
first days of the unification of Italy — has been decided in favour of the principle
of national recruitment, because it is recognized as being a suitable and efficient
means of strengthening all the more the links between the different Italian pro-
vinces which earlier had been parts of another state...”

"Recruitment on a national basis will have the following double effect: on
the one hand recruits of non-Italian origin, when sent to the large towns of the old
provinces will become acquainted with Italy and will learn to appreciate her, and
even to love her, and when they return to their native region they will carry in their
hearts at least some loyal feelings. On the other hand, Italian youths who will be
sent to this region, especially if they are judiciosly selected, will be able to carry
out regular and effective national propaganda.”

8

CHANGE OF CHRISTIAN NAMES AND SURNAMES OF SLOVENES
AND CROATS

Docurrent N. 37. A. letter of the Special Commissioner of Labin of De-
cember 21st, 1921, N, 5672, addressed to all Parochial Offices and Schools in the
district of Labin. The letter says:

"To remove distorted surnames, made within last ten years by Slav
dabblers in politics, I order that this Registrar’'s Office writes the surnames of the
population of these communes as hereafter mentioned. To avoid the difference in
orthographic writing of these surnames | beg Your Excellency to adhere to the list
of surnames without brackets, instead within the brackets, and to endeavour always
to avoid ¢ and ¢",

Document N. 38. The Municipality of Labin by a letter dated April 19th,
1927, informs the Prefecture of Pula that on its territory the change of surnames
was effected as early as 1921 and now the question arises of legalizing such
change, which comprises 266 Slav surnames, while there remain to be changed
only 79 surnames,

Document N. 39. A list of surnames which should be changed "ex officio’
under the title "La riduzione dei cognomi in forma italiana” — “The change of sur-
names to Italian form”, From two pages of this list, which w ited in the prin-
ting-works of Vlah at Pula, it is seen that the list contains wmusy  Croatian and
Slovene surnames,
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Document N. 40. A circular of the Prefect of Pula of March Sth, 1928,
N. 864, in which the Prefect says that the Commission, appointed by him, fixed a
compulsory form for “distorted Italian names™ and that the list of these names
was published in the newspaper "L'Azione’, in the printing-works of Viah at Pula.

Document N. 41. The Law concerning Names of March 3rd, 1928, which
ordered the changing “ex officio” of all names which “hurt public order or the na-
tional or religious feelings, or which are ridiculous or extravagant” meaning by
that such names as "Lenin, Sre¢ko, Cvetko, Gorazd” ete. This law had a retroac-
Live power,

Document N. 42, Title-page of a register of changes of family names
and one page from this register showing that the name Pavelic was shanged mto
Paoletti, Petkovié into Percuzzi and Peteh into Gallo,

Document N. 43. Decree of the Prefect of Pula of May 16th, 1930, N
126 by which the name Peteh changed into | ,Gallo™,

Document N. 44. Report of the prefect of Pula N, 3081 of December 15th,
1931, addressed to the Commander of theCarabinieri in Pula. The report contains a
list of those clergy whose names were changed by the Prefect info ltalian names
The Prefect says:

1 have reason to believe that some of the clergy in question and especially
some of the non-ltalians who are hostile to Italy will, in spite of the fact that their
names have been changed by Decree, continue to use their former family names,
and 1 request that in this respect precise and confidential information be collected
bWroneh the Carabinieri commanders, and that those who do not abide by the dis-
positions of the Prefecture be admonished, In case of recalcitrance you are to file
a report with the competent judicial authorities, preliminary to proceedings in the
criminal court according to Art. | of the Roval Decree of January 1st, 1926, N, 17"

Document N. 45. Letter of the President of the Provineial Council in Pula
Lazzarini, dated October 22nd, 1932, N. 7674 addressed to all committees of the
National Welfare *of Mothers and Children”, to the Royal- Prefecture for Istria
and to the Provincial Federation of the “National Welfare of Mothers and Chil-
dren”. The letter contains the order that the Italianization of the names of chil-
dren born out of wedlock should be proceeded without delay.

Document N. 46, Report of the Prefect of Pula N. 52 of January 11th,
1933, by which the Ministry of the Interior is informed that there were issued abom
14.000 decrees concerning changes of family names, of which only 2.000 were
changed by request. The Prefect states that Istrian families usually: contain® many

members. that each family has on the average 4 members and that therefore it can
he assumed that there were about 56.000 cases of changes in family names.
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ITALY FORBIDS SLAV INSCRIPTIONS AND SLAV SONGS

Document N. 47. The District Council of Rijeka, in ist letter of July ist,
1931, N. 5714, informs the Prefect of Rijeka that in the village Malﬁv Mune a cross
had been erected with an inscription at its base in the Croatian language. Although
it was requested that the inscription be replaced by an Italian one, this was not
done "on account of the open opposition of the population against an Italian ins-
cription”, so only the Croatian text was effaced, with the exception of "the year
19317 which was left. The Prefect wrote on this report a note to dismiss the delegate
ol the commune of Mune.

Document N. 48. The Commune of Podgrade, in whose Jurisdiction hes
the village Male Mune, infgrms the Prefect, in its letter N. 2045 Jof July 1Ist, 1931,
of the whole matter (referrfl to in document N. 47) and says that the popula-
tion was opposed to the Italian inscription because “the old folk are attached to
tradition and still speak only Croatian™, The Prefect further reports that he has
requested that he should be informed of the names of those families who opposed
the use of the Italian inscription. '

Document N. 49. Commander of the Carabinieri Division in Rijeka, in
his letter N, 2418 of August 8, 1931, informs the Prefect of Rijeka that Slav sin-
ging, had taken place in some restaurants, but the songs were love songs and not
“antinational”. It is further said in the report that measures hat been taken which
would serve as a useful warning to those who frequent restaurants and to the re-
staurant proprietors,

Document N. 50. This is the resolution of the President of the Town
Council of Pula, of January 7th, 1941, N. 11.012, by wich he orders that a Croatian
inscription on a tombstone in the cemetery of the village Pomer is to be replaced by
one in ltalian or Latin.

10

PLANNED DESTRUCTION OF SLOVENE AND CROAT PEASANT
FARMING; COLONIZATION OF ITALIANS

Document "N, 51. This is a decree of the Prefect of the Province of
Istrig, dated January 10th, 1927, N. 3210, by which a co-operative was dissolved on
the island of Suia (Sansego), for the reason that “the members of this co-operative
were prominent persons of non-ltalian sentiment, and that under the cloak of
cconomic action they carried on activities opposed to the national order”. A similar
reason was given for the Jdissolution of ali other Slovene and Croat co-operatives.
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Document N. 52, In connection with the establishment of the “Ente pet
L rinaseita agraria delle tre Venezie”, under N. 10980 of June 24th, 1931, the Mini-
ster of the Interior informs the Prefects of Gorica, Trieste, Pula, Fiume, Videm
(Udine) and Zara that the intention of the ltalian Government is to establish  an
office Tor the expropriation of estates, of which an indefinite number were in the
hands ol the non-ltalian element, It is further said in the letter that this plan
should be carried out within 10 vears and that the land should be leased to farmers
former ex-service men, or Fascists from the old Italian provinces or from the libe
rated provinces, provided they hold sound national convictions.

Document N. 53. A letter of the Minister of the Interior of December
22nd, 1933, N, 6864, addressed to the Prefects of “iume, Pula and Zara and to the
President of the “Ente”, The letter refers to the “ltalian colonization of the Zones
mhabited by the non-Italian element”. In this letter the Minister requests that with
aoview ol speeding up the Italian colonization and at the initiative of the Prefect
ob Trieste, special lists shall be compiled every fifteen days of all Slav pro-
perties which are being put up for public auction at the request of the courts, and
they should be sent to the "Ente” with a view to purchase, in accordance with the
existing plan,

Document N. 54. A facsimile of a card from the card-index of Italian
colonists, settled on the expropriated Slovene and Croat estates. From the item
Inscrizient alle organizzazioni del regime” (Enrollments in the Government orga-
nizations) it can-be seen that every member of the family was registered as a
member of the Fascist party, or ol a well known women’s or vouth organization.

Document N. 55. A letter of "Ente” dated May 15th, 1943, N. 2986,
dadddressed to g Special Superintendent’s Office Tor the Julian March in Trieste, In
this letter, which relates to a particular action of some warriors of the liberation
movement, special protection was sought in Favour of a colonist, Alexander Gori-
uppi, The peasant referred to, the letter stated, was transferred from Gambresco
(Kambresko) in the province of Videm (Udine), in accordance with the coloniza-
tion plan carried out by [ Ente”, tor which purpose there were formed, in the
frontier zone, which is inhabited by non-ltalians, several hundreds of small peasant
holdings entrusted to the families of ltalian origin and of approved national
entiments,

Document N. 56. A telegram which [talo Sauro sent on August 14,

the Undersecretary of the Monistry of the Interior, Buffarini, asking to be
< by Mussolini, in order to explain to him “possible steps for the solution
Skiy gquestion in Istria and in the Julian March

Document N, 57. "Appunto per il Duce {memorandum  for  the  Duce)
by Halo Sauro of July 30st, 1939, In this note to the Duce, Sauro draws his atten-
ton to the fact that the Skivs in Istria still had far too much land, and that, on
account of heavy taxation amnd excessive borrowing hundreds of hectares of land
were morteaeed by the banking institutions and rich people. This land was not all
cultivated, although it could be seftled by Ital an families. Sauro proposed: 1) to

top the sale of land and to appoint g Control Commission which would consienci-
1

whether the buver s an ltalian or not; 2) "'.“ the cooperation ol the




Presidents of communes, especially of their secretaries, to ascertain precise statistics
concerning land owned by Slavs, to submit them to a system of control with the
object of their eventual removal from the lands they possess; by the same coopera-
tion to ascertain the statistics of lands owned by [Nalians, but cultivated by Slavs
with the object of replacing them and send ng them elsewhere; 4) to buy up at once
all lands offered at auctions, if necessary on credit.

59) Document N. 58. A further plan of Italo Sauro containing his communi-
cation of October 24th, 1939 in which he proposes the following solution, "peaceful
at least in form™:

"By placing alongside the Slavs a greater number of resolute Italian
elements ..., by favouring and encouraging the emigration of Slav peasants,
encouraging them to go far away with their families, and finally by creating a
centre of economic attraction at Pola... more favourable conditions would be
created for Italianization of the Julian March”. For this purpose Sauro proposes:
1) the drawing up of statistics of the properties owned by Slavs; 2) the checking
of these properties and the notifying of same to a special Commission appointed
for the entire Julian March, and the introduction of licences for the transfer of
ownership, in order to prevent the Slavs from purchasing land; 3) the taking
over of all lands which now belong to barking institutions, as well as those which
are for sale, and which may not be purchesed by individual ltalians; 4) the giving
of land to families of- Venezia, Furlandia and Istria (which are most suitable for
resistance to the Slavs; 5) that communes in the Julian March should be requested
to apply more severely the law of urbanization, and prevent settlement of non-
Italian families; 6) the removal of Slavs from their lands and villages in the
interior; 7) the creation in every possible way of a strong industrial centre at Pola
in order to carry out intensive propaganda with the object of encouraging the
regular engagement of Slav workers from the interior for Trieste, and especi-
ally for distant industrial centres, thus forcing them to change their place of resi-
dence; 8) the favouring of the abandomment of land by the Slavs; 9) the burde-
ning of Slav properties with debts and taxes; 10) the constant transfer of
specialized workers and miners by offering better prospects in distant centres of
the Kingdom and colonies; 11) the dispatch to East Africa of numerous workmen
families and families of Slav farmers and their dispersal to various centres,
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