
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

13 September 2013 

Dear Mr. Tokayev, 

I would like to thank you for your message of 29 August 2013 
in which you described some of the recent developments in the Conference 
on Disarmament. I wish to express my appreciation for your continued 
personal efforts to generate impetus for a resumption of substantive work, 
including negotiations. 

The establishment of an Informal Working Group to produce a 
Programme of Work, as suggested by you to the Conference on 18 June 2013, 
can serve as a useful step in the right direction. I am pleased to hear that the 
2013 session of the Conference has been considerably more active than in the 
recent past, even if that activity has not yet led to concrete results. In this 
regard, please convey my gratitude to the six Presidents of2013. It is my 
hope that in 2014, the Conference will finally heed the calls of the 
international community and again contribute to strengthening the rule of law 
in the area of disarmament. 

I look forward to further updates from you regarding the work of the 
Conference. As before, I will be sending a message to the Conference through 
you at its first Plenary meeting of the new year. 

Mr. Kassym-Jomart Tokayev 
Director-General 
United Nations Office at Geneva 

Geneva 

Yours sincerely, 
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Note to the Deputy Secretary-General 

· DRAFT LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
TO MR. KASSYM-JOMART TOKA YEV, DIRECTOR-GENERAL, 

UNITED NATIONS OFFICE AT GENEVA 

. r<""'\ n ,.. \ · tc,9. \s-o�-�"\<?) ( <"\.L.Q.X...,;:«.-:>,,.G.G>._ c...e-<- � . . 
Please fmd attached a draft reply to the email'or19 August 2013 from the 

Director-General ofthe United Nations Office at Geneva, Mr. Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev, addressed to the Secretary-General on the recent developments in the 
Conference on Disarmament. The incoming email is also attached for ease of 
reference. 

Angela Kane 
4 September 2013 

cc: Ms. Malcorra 



United Nations Nations Unies 

. Executive Office of the Secretary-General 
Cabinet du Secretaire general 

To: CDC (through DSG), 

Attached please find for your approval and SG's 
signature, a draft reply to the email of 29 August 2013 from 
the Director-General ofUNOG on the recent developments 
in the Conference on Disarmament. _ 
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Please find attached a draft reply to the email of29 August 2013 from the 

Director-General of the United Nations Office at Geneva, Mr. Kassym-Jomart · 

Tokayev, addressed to the Secretary-General on the recent developments in the 
Conference on Disarmament. The incoming email is also attached for ease of 
reference. 

Angela Kane 
4 September 2013 

cc: Ms. Malcorra 



X September 2013 

Dear Mr. Tokayev, . 

I thank you for your e-mail of29 August 2013 in which you described 
some of the recent developments in the Conference on Disarmament. I wish 
to express my appreciation for your continued personal efforts to generate 
impetus for a resumption of substantive work, including negotiations. 

The establishment of an Informal Working Group to produce a 
Programme of Work, as suggested by you to the Conference on 18 June 

2013, can serve as a useful step in the right direction. I am pleased to hear 
that the 2013 session of the CD has been considerably more active than in the 
recent past, even if that activity has not yet led to concrete results. In this 
regard, please convey my gratitude to the six Presidents of2013. It is my 
hope that in 2014, the Conference will finally heed the calls of the 
international community and again contribute to strengthening the rule of law 
in the area of disarmament. 

I look forward to further updates from you regarding the work of the 
Conference. As before, I will be sending a message to the Confert:nce 
through you at its first Plenary meeting of the new year. 

Mr. Kassym-Jomart Tokayev 
Director-General 
United Nations Office at Geneva 

Yours sincerely, 

BAN Ki-moon 
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Fw: Developments In the Conference on Disarmament 
SGCentral to: Margaret King 
Sent by: Michelle Rakotojaona 

Susana Malcorra/NY/UNO 
"SGCentral" <sgcentral@un.org>, 
29/08/2013 07:15AM 

Subject: Fw: Developments in the Conference on Disarmament 

For Action. 
CdC 

Kassym-Jomart TOKA YEV 

----- Original Message -----
From: Kassym-Jomart TOKAYEV 
Sent: OB/29/2013 01:10 PM CEDT 
To: Ki-moon BAN 
Cc: Jan Eliassen; Susana Malcorra; Angela Kane 
Subject: Developments in the Conference on Disarmament 

Dear Secretary-General, 

29/08/2013 10:27 AM 

In line with your instructions, I have been working with the successive presidencies of the Conference on 
Disarmament to generate impetus for a resumption of substantive work. 

As I reported earlier, I presented a number of proposals for the CO's consideration on 18 June, including 
the suggestion to establish an Informal Working Group mandated to produce a Programme of Work. 
Based on this proposal, on 16 August the CD adopted a decision to create such an Informal Working 
Group on a Programme of Work, which is co-chaired by the Permanent Representatives of Ecuador and 
Australia. 

While t�is decision does not constitute substantive work, it is nevertheless significant in demonstrating a 
greater awareness among the membership of the need to move ahead. Even if the mandate of the 
Working Group is to be limited to this year's session, the language of the decision implies a comm itment 
to renewing i t for the 2014 Session. 

The discussions in the first meeting of the Informal Working Group on Monday, 26 August were generally 
considered constructive and welcomed by the membership. While they are unlikely to resolve the 
substantive differences, they are seen as adding new impetus and breaking the inertia of the past years of 
stalemate. This assessment is shared by almost all Ambassadors who in their public statements 
expressed their support to the idea of establishing the Informal Working Group. 

I will continue to encourage the CD members to use this opportunity to take forward the substantive work 
and I intend to meet with the co-chairs shortly to discuss next steps. 

With my best regards, 

Kassym-Jomart T okayev 
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