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CIY.OPS/1146/63 L 30 Ot 1963 

A: nsieur • 8 r kat, Direct ur, ure u de Coordination economi e 

: Ja s • Brooks, Chef adjoint de Op6r tion civiles 

Sujet: Rel vement de Kebongo 

En avril de l ' annfe en cours, une etude fut entreprise en vue d' ax6cuter 
un proor integre de reconstruction de la ville de Kabongo, laquelle evait 
6t~ abendonn6a pendant deux ans environ pars habitants . Une ·seion compos~e 
de techniciens de l ' OMS, tAO, UNESCO et UIT, sous la direction • J . Post , 
dministrateur de la Base de Kamina, se rendit d n la region et 6mit un rapport 

ainsi que des recom andations aur les dispositions e pourraient prendre le 
diverses institutions speeialis~es pour le releve ent de Ka.bongo et de la 
region avoisinante. 

Une des recorn ndatione pour assurer la fourniture de rchandises assentiellea 
telle e les denrtSes ali ntai~es, fut fo~mul~• par un 111archant de la place, 
M. S yssch art . 11 souligna las po sibilites de commerce reciproque entre la 
region de kabonga at les autr s centres du Congo . 11 indiqua la richesse en 

in-d ' oeuvre de la region, son sol fertile, son cli t favorable , sa 
possibilit6 de daveloppement considerable. Il sugger de vendre ~ la population 
locale les produits de conso, i8tion n!cessaire pour lui permettre de preparer 
le produits loc ~~la vente exterieura. Pour mettre an train cette entreprise, 
N. Spysschs-rt proposa un ot d' i~rtation de F.C . 5 millions par l'IDie . 

Le r pport de la- mission precitae reco nde a la emande de H. Spysschaert 
soit accordee et e l ' intervention du Chef des Operations civiles aoit invit6e 
per l.e mission. 

Le c&ble en nnexe de • P st fait mention de cette reco ndation et de nd 
de renseignement sur sa Ilise ex·cution. Ou fait de la politique du Ccnseil 
monetaire de conclure es conventions ave de compagnies ou individus pour ca 
genre d' entrepris, je vou s .r reconnaissent de ian vouloir 4tudier cette 
reco nd tion et de prendre sures ue vous consid6r rez valable . 

~ . \ 
o.o . Ir. pi n ✓ ~ 

r . rig 
r. D' Astuguea 
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KALEO CLEAR 897 GILPIN INFO KEITENBROUWER FROM POSTMA. REFERING 

TO MY REPORT ON MISSION TO KABONGO DATED 18 APRIL 63 PAGE 5 

PARA 6. WILL BE GRATEFUL FOR ANY INFORMATION ABOUT REQUEST OF MR 

sPYssCHAERT CONCERNING A MONTHLY IMPORT QUOTA OF 5,000,000 

FRANCS WHICH EYE CONSIDER ESSENTIAL FOR THE REHABILITATION OF 

KABONGO. 

BT 

CFN KAL EO CLEAR 897 18 63 5 6 5, OOO, 000 

28/13302 
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NS UNIES (A\ UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 
~ IN THE CONGO _______ .,__~~,0 

TO: "" 
1 .............................................. . 
2 ............... ............ . 
3 ... .. .................. . 
0 - Ac . orr Ccmplet!id 
D -Ackn owledged 
D · No Action Required 
IN [TJAT,S ............. .. ....... , ..... . 

BOITE POST.ALE 7248 
LroPOLDVILLE 

REPUBLIQUE DU CONGO 
CABLE: ONUC. LEOPOLDWJ.E 

17 June 1963 

TO Mr. A. Gilpin, Deputy Chief of Civilian Operations 

FROM 

SUBJECT 

: Ernest C. Gri~enior Community Development Consultant 

: Rehabilitation of Kabongo 

I apologize for taking so long to reply to your note of 
/ 29 May regarding the above subject. Before commenting, I wanted 

to discuss the matter with the FAO representative and with our 
own people; hence the delay. 

On the basis of the information submitted, it is my feeling 
that your suggestion for coordinated action on a modest scale by 
various branches of Civilian Operations is well taken. 

In addition to the items you list, I hope we can include 
some community development assistance. I understand that the 
people in this area are particularly industrious and would be 
willing to work on projects for improvement of their ovm 
circumstances. I , therefore, feel that we could consider voluntary 
work on repairing and maintaining some of the secondary roads, 
and such things as distribution of seeds, help with small tools, 
use of skilled workers from the Kamina Base to lead the work of 
repairing some of the buildings with the assistance of the population. 
In order to talrn this action, however, I believe that we must 
assign one of our staff (present or to be acquired) for a period 
of time in the area to work out satisfactory projects. Accordingly, 
I suggest for the moment that we attempt to carry out your 
suggestions bearing in mind that, concurrent with these steps, 
we will attempt to assign a community development person to facilitate 
the work and, more particularly, to develop projects in which the 
population will provide voluntary effort. 
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APPROVAL 

SEE ME, PLEASE YO UR COMMENTS 

YOUR SIGNATURE YOUR INFORMATION 

NOTE AND FILE FOR ACTION 

--
DATE FROM 

25/5/63 M.JI . Dorsinville 
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A QUANTITY REQUESTED TO KABONGO. HOWEVER BUNGE WILL CONTINUE 
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ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES a\ UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 
- AU CONGO ~ IN THE CONGO 

To 

From 

• • 

. 
• 

BOITE POST ALE 7248 
LEOPOLDVILLE 

REPUBLIQUE DU CONGO 
CABLE: ONUC. LEOPOLDVILLE 

,vYJ 

I I OJ f )J ~~' 
Kamina :Base 

14 May 1963 

Mr. s.H~ed, 
Leopoldville 

Chief of Civilian Operations, ONUC, 

J. Postma, Ease Administrator, Kamina :Bas 

Subject: Visit to Kabongo 

I enclose herewith a report on the mission to Kabongo 
on 18 April, 1963, together with two enclosures as follows: 

Report on Inspection of buildings and Workshops in 
Kabongo by aNO H. Nordahl 

Letter from Mr. Spysschaert to Mr. Postma 

M 151963 
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OPERATION DES NATIONS UNIES (~) UNITED NATIONS OPERATION 
AU CONGO Uf IN THE CONGO 

To: 

From, 

Subject: 

BOITE POSTALE 7248 
LEOPOLDVILLE 

REPUBLIQUE DU CONGO 
CABLE: ONUC. LEOPOLDVILLE 

Mr. s. Habib Ahmed 
Chief of Civilian Operations 

A.C. Gilpin 
Deputy Chief,Civilian Operations 

Rehabilitation of Kabongo 

16 May 1963 

Please refer to the attached report, dated 18 April, from 
Mr. Postma on the recent mission to Kabongo, together with reports by 
the building, agricultural, educational and postal experts who took 
part in the mission. 

I believe that this is a case, like the Albertville floods, 
where co-ordinated action on a modest scale by various branches of 
Civilian Operations could promote an effective local initiative for 
rehabilitating Kabongo and the surrounding area. 

I have in mind action on the following lines: 

Buildings: including hospital and schools; examine possibilities of 
emergency public works programme. 

Transportation, support any application for licences to import trucks for 
collecting crops and distributing seeds. 

Communications: install telephones and provide some radio sets. 

Consumer goods: support applications for import licences by merchants 
ready to re-open business in Kabongo. 

Education: act on the proposals of the UNESCO expert especially in 
regard to school supplies and material for constructing 
fumiture. 

Medical: WHO examine possibilities of emergency action, e.g., 
opening of dispensary pending repairs to hospital. 

Electricity: assist in obtaining generator. 

. ./ 



.. 

~: 

Arrears of pa..y: 

ensure that merchants in Eliaabethville send supplies 
( title II) to Ka.bongo as and when needed. 

make representations to provincial government of North 
Katanga to take urgent action. 

Insofar as funds are necessary to meet specific needs mentioned 
above, I would suggest that we could justifiably allocate some money 
from famine relief funds. 

Thia might perhaps be discussed ata meeting of the Consultative 
Group. 

' 
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REPORT ON MISSION TO KABONGO ON 18 APRIL 1963 

Members of the Mission 

Mr. J .P.A. Bonnet· - FAO, Leopoldville 
Mr. J. Ulrich - UIT, Leopoldville . , 
Mr. G. Foulonneau - UNESCO, Albertville . . 

,,. 
ONO H. Nordahl - UN Technician, Kamina Base . . 
The mission was headed by Mr . J. Postma, Base Administrator, 'i 

;< 

Kamina Base. 

Apart from a visit of Messrs . Bonnet and Postma to the 
Agricultural Station at Niembo the mission as a whole saw 
Ka bongo only. 

Recent History of Kabongo 

Kabongo, the - capital of the territory of Kabongo (90,000 
inhabitants), has been deserted by the population from October 
1960 until the beginning of this year., The area has .- been 
completely destroyed and burned down by Gendarmerie headed by 
mercenaries. Later the Balubakat Jeunesse added the fin:Bhing 
touch. 

As there was no administration in February 1963 we accepted a 
·· self-styled District Commissioner of Haut Lomami, Ilunga 

Anatole, and his staff coming from Albertville as such. As 
we have repeatedly reported, this administration has organised 
the beginning of rehabilitation with practically no means. 
They inspired the industrious population in a very enthusiastic 
manner. In 1959 the area was a very. prosperous one. During 
that year the following were exported: . . 

•. t 

' • 

Peanut.s 
Maize 
Manioc 
Palm Oil 
Cotton 
Yams 

·, 

. 
·' 

1,378 tons 
1;485 tons 

66,375 tons 
434 tons 

4,100 tons 
875 tons 

• 'f 
' Situation at .Kabongo 

,;; . 
• . 

. 
~ tJ 

( i) 
. . 

" General • 

On our · arrival in January Kabongo was completely over­
grown. The new administration from Albert~ille started 
to clean the place and succeeded in changing the outlook 
completely. The roads were improved and are in good 
condition. The population returned and now numbers 
5, 000 people . They , and the administration, are very 

F 
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restoration of norm.al life. Furthermore, every pie~e 
o.f material o'r eauipment that could be found in the 
ruins was collected, carefully sorted and stored. 
Inventories were made. A wood workshop has been 
organised with only a few tools which are ~rivate 
property. Most of the buildings are destroyed, but 
the administration has started to repair some of the 
most essential buildings. The population¢ is very 
badly dressed, most of them are in rags though the 
situation improves gradually. Many of the officials ­
(monitors etc.) have not been ·paid the salaries for 

.. months. There might be the possibility of a general 
strike in the near future. 

. . ' .. , 
• I 

(ii} Buildings r ' 

: .... 

. -. 

·" ' 

As mentioned bef·ore, most of the buildings are destroyed, 
windows and doors broken, roofs leaking• walls of the 
schools are riddled with big holes. ~ The hospital is in 
urgent need of repair, the few beds are in use by A.NC 
company that is posted in a part of the hospital; the 
patients sleep on the floor . All precious instruments 
and equipment have been pillaged and nothing is left, 
including medicine. ·· i th the exception of a few chairs 
and tables there is no furniture in .Kabongo. · Machinery 
for wood cutting and tools are not available.. . 

\:.. 

(ii~ Electricity and later 

,t 

(iv) 

As the Kabongo generators have been stolen by the 
Gendarmerie there is no electricity.• rater, not 
is available. 

purified, 

Comm.uni cations, Transi2ort and Postal Services 

The railroad communications with Kamina is not used as 
BCIC lacks the necessary coal for this . By the end of 
June the Lahga bridge will be repaired which means that 
a railroad communication with Albertville can be operated 
normally. When the Bukama bridge has been repaired (end 
of August) BCK will have no more problems with coal and 
could send regular trains from Kamina to Kabongo . · At 
the moment the MAS Transport Company has two trucks on 
the road that , however , regularly break down. 

There is no local transport. There is no local telephone 
net. The radio set has been stolen by the Gendarn1erie 
so at the moment there is practicwlly no communication 
with the outer world.. The population has no radio sets 
and is completely ignorant about what is going on in the 
country. Festal services are working under very primitive 
conditions. 

" . .. 

' 
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Agriculture and Food 

Bunge Company s several plantations (for production 
see para 2) which are neglected and overgrown. 
However, the roads from the plantations to Kabongo 
are in good condition. At the moment there is suf­
ficient food as far as the local cultivamion can 
provide it. It is not sure whether at the end of the 
dry season sufficient food will still be available. 

(vi) Commerce 

There is some commerce on a very small scale. Only 
very essential items are available. A merchant (Mr. 
A. Spysschaert) visited Kabongo two months ago and will 
go there once more in the near future. 

(vii) Schools 

As we mentioned before there is no furniture for the 
schools; an exception is the Protestant Mission School. 
The walls are riddled with big holes, the monitors 
have not been paid for a long time.• 

(viii) Medical Care 

There is practically no medical care for the population 
ofJ5,000. The hospital is only an empty shell. 

Rehabilitation 

( i) General 

The political situation in Kabongo is very stable. 
The population (100% Balubakat), after having been 
persecuted and tortured by the Gendarm.erie, has 
returned. The relations between the ANO and the 
population create no major difficulties. The popula­
tion is relatively industrious and well led. The 
administration is a positive influence. The area is 
potentially rich (see para 2). Once the communications 
are normal again Kabongo will be the centre between 
Albertville and Kamina and the area west of Lac Upemba. 
Once prosperity has returned to the area and provided 
that security is maintained, Kabongo will be an 
example of rehabilitation for the whole district of 
Haut Lomami and their success might inspire the 
remaining areas of Middle Katanga. One, of the essen­
tials is that the monitors and other officials should 
be paid.1 
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(ii) Buildings 

See appendix i (Report by CWO H. Nordahl} 

(iii) Electricity and Water 

One of the possibilities of repairing the electricity 
is the tracing of the stolen generator. However, it 
is doubtful that we would be successful and, if so, 
the generator might not be repairable. If one could 
be made available from other sources a detailed list 
of all the necessary electrical material could be made 
by one of our technicians. The water purification 
will be studied by one of our technicians and this 
problem could be handled locally with heljPfrom the Base. 

(iv) Communications, Transport and Postal Services 

( v) 

Radio sets urgently need installation. 12 telephones 
are needed for local use with switchboard and cables 
(see letter from Mr. J. Ulrich to Mr. M.s. Quijano­
Caballero dated 26 April 1963 reference number 4.2.). 
As, according to UNCLAS CIV KAM 27 of 8 May no vehicles 
are available for Kabongo we have contacted Bunge 
Company and urged them to apply f or import licence as 
suggested to obtain the vehicles from Rhodesia. Rail­
road communications will improve after the repair of 
the Lenga bridge (end June) and of the Bukama bridge 
(end August). Some minor bridges in the area also need 
repair but we are under the impression that this could 
be done by the Kabongo "Traveaux Publique", as soon as 
they have received the necessary machinery and material. 
Radio 'sets for the population could be imported by 
merchants (see para 4(v)). As far as the postal services 
are concerned we refer to the letter from Mr. J. Ulrich 
to Mr. Ahmed dated 23 April 1963. 

Agriculture and Food 

Reference is made to the report of the Technical Mission 
from Mr. J.P.A. Bonnet dated 20 April 1963, and his 
letter of 30 April 1963 to the Minister of Agriculture. 
I agree with the conclusion drawn by Mr. Bonnet , on the 
other hand we succeeded in getting the Bunge Company 
interested again in this area and they will start at 
the beginning of the rainy season to plant 100 hectare 
of cotton (seeds to come from Kapanga). Moreover, 5 
persons of the Niembo Agricultural Station will be put 
on the Kamina payroil to clean it up. Bunge Company 
is planning to purchase all remaining cotton available 
in the area. 

Transport is the key problem. 

As far as the food situation is concerned we should be 
prepared to supply food at the end of the dry season 
when necessary (see Mr . Bonnet's report)~ 
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( vI) Comm.er ce 

Commercial relations will be one of the main essentials 
for the restoration of prosperity and for the liberation 
of the people from isolation. This would mean that the 
products cultivated in the area would be sold and that 
with the money earned essential goods and some luxuries 
could be bought. A courageous and reliable merchant 
at Kaminaville , Mr . A. Spysschaert, who visited Kabongo 
two months ago is willing to rocpen commercial relations 
with Kabongo. · To this end he requests a monthly import 
quota of 5,000,000 francs (see attached letter from Mr. 
Spysschaert dated 3 May 1963). A strongly recommend 
that this request should be granted and I ask your inter­
vention in this. 

(vii) Schools 

We refer to Mr . Foulonneau•s report of 20 April 1963 
about the technical mission to Kabongo . In para IIA 
it is proposed that the wood for the school furniture 
should be provided by me. This wood could be ordered 
from Kafalrum.ba whenever the necessary funds should be 
made available, as in the past. On the other hand, I 
received information that there is wood available at 
Niembo and that is produced by the local population. 
Again, the payment of the monitors is of primary 
importance. 

(viii)Medical Care 

Before 1960 the hospital was run by the Roman Catholic 
Mission. For technical reasons it is not yet possibl~ 
to restore the old situation. However, the present 
circumstances are untenable and an insult to the precepts 
of modern hygiene and civilisation. We therefore recom­
mend that this situation should be brought to the atten­
tion of WHO immediately and strong action should be 
taken. 

5. Conclusion 

The Kabongo population and their administration have a moral 
right to assistance from the United Nations as they have shown 
initiative, courage and industry, while at the same time being 
completely isolated. f we could succeed in contributing to 
the rehabilitation of this area, where our assistance is greatly 
appreciated, goodwill to the United Nations would be engendered. 
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Arter I accmpted, "t.zhat I considered as a special and important mis­
sion, to go and sel1 goods to the popula tiOJl of' KaoollgO, r had the opportwtd­
ty- to 1ealttl and appriciate the vastness oB the entreprise. 

Where I _promised you_ full. cooperation, in asnxucl:t it is~llljr po"Eror., as 
to help to rebuild' tmts part o:r the countley" eeonomieally'., I beliS'le it my du,. 
ty, to bring· your attention to the follo1r.tog facts. 

'.the possibilities: of" bilateral trade are tremendous ffiat is most 
:bnportant, I unders-tand the population and the adtaicrl$ltration. a1'8 WJ:;IID to 
start worki1:1g, to start produeing again. This, not onJ.y- constitutes a prom:i.­
se for the .future and prosper.it~, from eeonomical. point of Viev, it constitu­
tes equ.ally an important promis for pea.ca and tranqmlliw. 

Qi a pre'Wious aceasio.n, ! had already tho opportumi. ty to 00lmll11ll,i.cate 
to you the pro&rotion o.f the Territory of Kabongo, durl.cg tJite Yea.Tl' I959: 
peanuts i 378 To.ns 

s :t: S Tons 
maniac(cassav.a) 66 5 Tons 
palm.oil 434 Tolls 
peJ.mpi ts .:!: 900 Tons ( this ws not a .not-ma.J. production, it should have 
coton 4.100 Tons been ( 434 x 8 ) • ll = .309 Ton ) 
native potatoes Erl5 Tons 

I realize very vell that this production has bean obtained by a cer­
tain compulaion., coercion, if you ka. But, op. the other hand, it illustra­
tes clearly, the vast potential oJt the population of this Territory-, rich in 
manpower ( appr.90 00 inhabitants ) a fertile soil and a good climate. 

'l!h se i:rnports cost hard currency r honestly believ , the 
proper ropa Mda, the Terri to.rjr of , cov red with thous s o:f cres 
of natllral palmt ei:J, C'8ll p'.rocl.ucra " this ~ n roughly 00 Tons of palm.-
oil an 72.5 na of ,..,..,.......,,_ s... al:n nut .,} 

Fieonomicall : I belie, it is wrth tr,ying 
Ps~og;laally: Here is a means to bring back pea.c:e and conte.nt­

ment to the pOIJlulation. 
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Befol'Y) I fini,m, I w.tsh to make you attentive upon another poittt. 
r mean n ig .e:e.," You ore well aware of the dangers of this 

point. It. is a universal phenom. non, more so with under evelopped people, so 
1..dth ricans. lb you realize that or the whole of th~ Kabo.ngo Territory, not 
countibg th National Army, I have soon only ONE transistor radio, other radios 
being une:x:tstant for lack of oloctrical souree. I belleire it is a .duty'_ , to cr,m-
oo subversion, to provid them Yi th e sa.r:r. inf'O'l"me-tio.n, throug radio J?l"C?-
grrons, tlie only m ans av lab · e to them., 

To resume, I bellow the- peo le of Ka.bongo, beiJlg quite rilling to 
lOl'k an produce, s 'I:.V~ som.o h lp To h them, to encourago and etinmlato 
~ i.n t · r e.tTor , it is only-- hon"st a d co:mmun sense a rell, to rovide 
th.om th decent iViJ:lg oondi ti _na an at cent cost 

·, 

I 



ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES A\ UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 
AU CONGO U, IN THE CONGO 

BOITE POSTALE 7248 
LEOPOLDVILLE 

REPUBLIQUE DU CONGO 
CABLE: ONUC. LEOPOLDVILLE Kamina Base April 24 1963 

To : Mr J. Postma , Base Administrator Kamina Base 

From : CW0 H. Nordahl , UN Technical Team Kamina Base 

Subject : Report on Ins~ection of buildings and workshops in Kabongo . 

Following occurence was observed on the inspection of buildings 
and workshops April the 18 in Kabongo. 

For the most part was the glass in the windows and doors 
broken, roofs leaking and some buildings complet destroyed. 

The hospital is in a wery urgent need to be repared since the 
roofs are leaking and none glass in the windows and doors . The entire 
building should be painted both inside and outside. 

Beyond attached lists are below mentioned machinery, material 
and tools suggested to be send for Kabongo: 

2. Concrete mixing machine with portable diesel en ine . (Volume 0 75 cub m . 
1. Circular saw size 24" with ortable diesel engine . 
1. Charging set for V. and 12 V batterys with diesel engine . 

100. cubic feet l" x 6 11 Lumber . 
50. II " 2" X 6" II • 

200. square m. Window glass . 
100. kg glaziers putty. 
500. kg White emulsion paint . 

Tools for plumbing and accessory parts accordingly 

/' 
to attached list . 

✓---

.. 
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List on plumbers tools and accessory parts. 

1. Screw plate with threading attachment, sizes 1/211 , 3/ 411 and 111 • 

1. Autogenos velding with autogenos cutting torch, gas tube, o:xygen gas 
and acetylen gas. 

200. welding bar. 
Welding torch. 
Welding burner. 
100. metre 111 , 3/411 pipe line. 
25 joint of tube. l" and 3/ 4 11 • 

25 II II II l" II 3/ 4 II • 

2. Spanner wrench. 

and 1/2". 
T. forms. 

90 degres 

io. Drain trap for washing basin. 
25. kg mastik. 
10. filter for duch. 
25. water tap for sizes l", 3/411 , and 1/211 • 

10. metre clenaning wire. 

+ 1/211 

angle.+ 1/2 11 

5. exhauster av rubber for clening of~ stopps in WC. 
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I5/ !1'er r bet on ,· a 6a I 3nm ! -
I6/ Seau 250 
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