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V.

Office of Public Information
Press Section
United Nations, New York

SG/SM/3089
27 March 1981

SECRETARY-GENERAL CONVEYS AFRICAN GROUP DEMARCHE ON SOUTHERN AFRICA

TO UNITED STATES AUTHORITIES

The following statement on behalf of Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim was
made today by a United Nations spokesman:

The Secretary-General has conveyed to the United States authorities the
contents of the demarche made to him last Wednesday* by the current Chairman
of the African Group, Ambassador Ferdinand Leopold Oyono of the United
Republic of Cameroon, and several other representatives of the African Group.

In a telephone conversation yesterday with Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick,
who was in Washington, D.C., the various concerns of the African Group were
discussed, with special emphasis on the recent attacks by South African armed
forces against the neighbouring countries of Angola, Mozambique and Botswana,
and the impasse over Namibia.

The Secretary-General will remain in contact with all concerned on these
matters .

* *** *

25 March; see Press Release SG/SM/3088.

For information media - not an official record
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Office of Public Information
Press Section
United Nations, New York

SG/SM/3088
25 March 1981

SECRETARY-GENERAL MEETS AFRICAN GROUP DELEGATION

REGARDING SOUTHERN AFRICA

Following is the text of a statement on behalf of Secretary-General Kurt
Waldheim made today by a United Nations spokesman;

The Secretary-General today received a delegation of the African Group at
the United Nations, led by its current Chairman, Ambassador Oyono of the
United Republic of Cameroon.

In the course of the meeting, which was requested by the African Group,
the delegation conveyed to the Secretary-General the deep concerns expressed
by their Chairman on matters relating to Southern Africa at the Press
Conference held yesterday at United Nations Headquarters.

The Secretary-General indicated his awareness of the concerns of the
delegation, particularly in regard to the attacks by South Africa on the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of neighbouring States and the
frustration which the delegation expressed over the present impasse on
Namibia. He stressed the importance of implementing the decisions of the
Security Council and expressed the hope that all concerned would make every
effort to co-operate to this end.



Office of Public Information
Press Section
United Nations, New York

SC/4274
25 March 1981

SECURITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT MEETS AFRICAN GROUP DELEGATION

The following press release was issued today by the President of the
Security Council for the month of March, Peter Florin (German Democratic
Republic):

At the request of the Chairman of the African Group of States of the
United Nations for the month of March, His Excellency Mr. Ferdinand Leopold
Oyono, Permanent Representative of the United Republic of Cameroon to the
United Nations, the President of the Security Council received a delegation of
the African Group today, Wednesday, 25 March 1981, at 12:45 p.m.

The Chairman of the African Group expressed the deep concern of the
African Group, in line with its statement of 24 March 1981.

The representatives of Algeria, Angola, Botswana, Ghana, Mozambique,
Nigeria, Sierra Leone, the United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe to
the United Nations and the Executive Secretary of the Organization of African
Unity participated in the meeting.

* *** *

For information media - not an official record



J

attached
has been fonrnjiate
that the mattd
of the Afri
conference yes
raised with
If other matt-
be mentioned

erd.

a
the "pres

I have assumed thalf j^e^will wish
to say^soraething in repl^^Cn somewh§£

terms, and a suggested paragraph
.accordingly been, inclUd^l <Ln\ the



f\H, .

CONFIDENTIAL AR/EF bf: RA/GMM

cc: Mr. Urquhart
Mr. Farah
Mr. Ahtisaari

NOTES ON A MEETING IN THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S OFFICE
ON THURSDAY, 22 NOVEMBER 1979 AT 12.30 p.m.

Subject: Namibia

Present: The Secretary-General

H.E. Mr. Mansur Rashid Kikhia, Permanent Representative
of the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
to the United Nations

1 aide

Albert Rohan

Ambassador Kikhia, speaking as the Chairman of the Afican

Group,requested the Secretary-General's advice regarding the

procedure to be followed in the Namibia question. He pointed

out that the debate on Namibia in the General Assembly had been

postponed and that the African Group was debating the possibility

of a Security Council meeting. The Group would meet again tomorrow

in order to take a decision and had asked its Chairman to find out

from the Secretary-General at what date a reply from South Africa

could be expected, whether - in his view - sanctions against

South Africa should be asked for and whether a deadline should

be given to the South African Government.

The Secretary-General replied that he was not happy with

the present situation and the fact, that South Africa had not

yet sent an answer. He gave a detailed account of the proximity

talks in Geneva and mentioned that the frontline states and

SWAPO had agreed to the demilitarized zone whereas South Africa
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had reserved its position. His advice to the African Group

would be to wait until next week before deciding on the

procedure to be followed and especially on the question of

a meeting of the Security Council.

Ambassador Kikhia expressed the view that maybe informal

consultations could be initiated in order to put some pressure

on South Africa. He thanked the Secretary-General for his advice

and said that he would report back to the African Group.

A. Rohan/E

23 Novem
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Sir,

President of the Security ~

Council has asked me to inform you

of the following:

Today's contacts between

tne 5 Western members of

the Security Council and

several African delegations

concerning Namibia have

shown that the African

Group is not yet able

to take a common position.

However, the Africans never-

theless would like to have

a meeting of the Council on

the Namibia question. The

President, therefore, intends

to hold consultations at 10.15 am

tomorrow and expects that a formal

meeting of the Council may be held

around 11.OO am.
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African refugee situation
/ (

1. WhileTdiscussing the draft resolutiohtyi UN/OAU
co-operation, the AfricanjSroup, last Friday, spent a
considerable amoun€~~ofT~time discussing the African
refugee situation. It came to the conclusion that
considering the size of the African refugee problem and
the limited resources of the host countries, much more
could be done by the international community to help
the refugees. The Group felt that thê  Secretary-General^
could do more to assist in_ _
in view of the initiative that he had had taken to call
a special Pledging Conference for the Cambodian refugees
whose number and needs were much less than the African
refugees.

The African Group decided to table a special
resolution on the African refugee situation in the Third
Committee in the hope that it might lead to a greater
publicity for the African refugees and precipitate some
response from the international community.

Presence of South Africa at Cambodia
Pledging Conference

2. At today's meeting of the African Group, some members
expressed deep concern over the invitation which the
Secretary-General had extended to South Africa to
participate in the pledging conference for Cambodian
refugees. It was felt that the Secretary-General, in view
of past decisions taken by the General Assembly, should have
been more sensitive to the position of African and other
States in inviting South Africa to the Conference.

It was decided that the Chairman should consult with
other groups before making any representations to the
Secretary-General on the matter. The African Group decided
that should South Africa take the floor during the Pledging
Conference, African states would walk out en masse.

Recommendation

During the African group meeting a few members
attempted to defend the Secretary-General's position by
stating that in humanitarian situations it was customaryjfor
the Secretary-General tp_ a_ddress__an appeal̂ to all member^
-states unless the recipient country instructed otherwise?.
"It was also mentioned that a pledging conference was not a
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meeting of the General Assembly and therefore not subject
by its decisions.

Should the Chairman of the African Group meet with
the Secretary-General, the Secretary-General might wish to
emphasize the hum̂ iitarian aspect of the conference and the
fact that it hadrnbTpoIitical implications.

Replacement for Mr. Cisse - UNHCR

> 3. Reports have reached OAU Headquarters that the High
! Commissioner for Refugees is contemplating the appointment
of_a non-African candidate to the post of Mr.̂ Cisse. T~'

~Tiave Tjeen~asked to bring this matter to your attention by
|the OAU Secretary-General in the hope that such a senior
post in the High Commissioner's Office would not be lost to
Africa.

A. A. Farah/cs
5 November 1979



Note for the file

The Ambassador of Chad telephoned the Secretary-General on

21 November, and in his capacity as the Chairman of the African Group,

informed the Secretary-General that he had duly conveyed the content of

the meeting held that morning between the Secretary-General, himself, and

the three African members of the Security Council to the other members of

the African Group.

The Group was very grateful to the Secretary-General for the manner

in which he had handled the situation. In particular, the Group had

appreciated his decision not to send Mr. Ahtisaari to Windhoek, instead

asking the South African Government to send its representatives to

New York for consultations with him. The Group very much hoped that

something reasonable would come out of these consultations.

Haf eeuddln Ahmed

23 November 1978

cc: Mr. Ahtisaari
Mr. Tang
Mr. Farah



T' ~

U E D

C I L

Distr.
GENERAL

S/12839
8 September 1978

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

LETTER DATED 8 SEPTEMBER 1978 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF
BOTSWANA TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE

SECURITY COUNCIL

I have the honour, on behalf of the African Group of States at the United
Nations, to request you to circulate as a document of the Security Council the
attached statement from HoE. Mr. Edem Kodjo5 Administrative Secretary-General of
the Organization of African Unity.

(Signed) Thomas TLOU
Permanent Representative of Botswana

to the United Nations
Chairman of the African Group
for the month of September 1978

78-19338
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Annex

Message from H.E. Mr. Edem Kodjo, Administrative Secretary-General
of the Organization of African Unity, addressed to the President

of the Security Council

ON THE OCCASION OF THE CRUCIAL MEETING OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL TO CONSIDER THE
REPORT OF THE UN SECRETARY-GENERAL ON ARRANGEMENTS FOR NAMIBIA INDEPENDENCE COMMA
THE OAU WISHES TO REITERATE HER TOTAL COMMITMENT TO THE ACHIEVEMENT OF GENUINE
INDEPENDENCE FOR NAMIBIA AS CLEARLY SPELT OUT IN HER NUMEROUS RESOLUTIONS ON
NAMIBIA STOP THE UNITED NATIONS MUST ON THE OCCASION OF THIS MEETING OF THE
SECURITY COUNCIL DEMONSTRATE THAT IT HAS AUTHORITY OVER THE INTERNATIONAL TERRITORY
OF NAMIBIA BY DEMANDING FOR ITSELF THE RIGHT TO HAVE EFFECTIVE POWERS AND AUTHORITY
TO EXERCISE SUPERVISION AND CONTROL REGARDING THE TRANSITIONAL ADMINISTRATION COMMA
THE SECURITY MEASURES AND THE CONDUCT OF ELECTION IN NAMIBIA STOP THE AFRICAN
GROUP AT THE UNITED NATIONS AND AFRICAN FOREIGN MINISTERS ATTENDING THE SECURITY
COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE PUTTING THE CASE FOR NAMIBIA! INDEPENDENCE ON BEHALF OF THE
OAU AND IT IS HOPED THAT ALL MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL WILL SHOW UNDERSTANDING
FOR THEIR POSITION IN ORDER TO ENSURE GENUINE INDEPENDENCE FOR NAMIBIA STOP
HIGHEST CONSIDERATION.

EDEM KODJO
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY-GENERAL
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We7 sincerely urge the Council to request

South Africa to give the needed clarification. Does

South Africa accept United Nations responsibility in

the self-determination process? If so, does South

Africa accept the establishment of an effective United

Nations presence in Namibia? Does South Africa accept

the exercise of self-determination by the people of

Namibia as a whole? Does South Africa accept the

unity of the people of Namibia and the integrity of

their territory? Does South Africa accept that

whatever rights it might have had under the Mandate of

the League have been terminated?

These, Madam President, are some of the questions

to which the Government of South Africa should give

unequivocal clarifications. It is only within the

framework of such clarifications that further contacts

can hope to establish the necessary conditions to enable

the people of Namibia to exercise their right to self-

determination and independence.

However, pending receipt of such clarifications,

we do not, I repeat, frankly see what good the continuation

of the present programme of contacts serve.
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We submit therefore. Madam President, that until

such time as clarifications are made unequivocally and

in a language that all of us can understand and accept,

"thecontact which the Secretary-General initiated through
)<OftCr̂ re'̂ *a *̂f*i3**'''J*Jri:^ u._ __ j<ui ̂  .̂ f̂ rtrq̂ f̂ ppfftffij.

his Special Representative with the Government of South
.̂ ^̂ hgBajT̂ -gaaCT̂ gggaa!̂  *

Africa should be suspended.

Now that the United Nations has assumed

responsibility for Namibia, all efforts should be directed

to give practical possibilities to the exercise of that

responsibility and presence so that, with United Nations'

assistance, the people of Namibia will be able to exercise

freely and, without interference by South Africa, their

right to self-determination and independence. The

illegal nature of South Africa's continued presence in

Namibia should not be forgotten. The just and equitable

development of the Naraibian question must be reached within

the decision of the Security Council and the findings of

the General Assembly already made. The Security Council

should continue to take those measures necessary to achieve

for the people of Namibia the rights which are their's

and are for them to exercise.

Thank you very much, Madam President.



Consensus du Groupe Africain
(adopt̂  le 27 novembre 1972)

1. Mettre fin a la mission de 1'Ambassadeur Escher en raison des

conclusions peu satisfaisantes de son rapport.

2. Reconduire le mandat du Secretaire ge'ne'ral afin de lui permettre

d'obtenir du governement Sud-africain des re"ponses explicites et positives

sur la mise en oeuvre des paragraphes 2, 3 e"t ̂  de la resolution 319 (1972).
/

Le Secretaire general devra presenter son rapport le 15 avril 1973 au plus

tard afin de permettre aux Chefs d'etat de 1'OUA de 1'examiner a leur

lOeme Conference au somrnet prevue pour le mois de mai 1973 (dixieme

anniversaire de I1QUA).

3. II est entendu que le Secretaire general devra consulter toutes les

parties interessees.

Tactique: demander a I'Ambassadeur de 1'Argentine de presenter un projet

de resolution correspondant au consensus du Groupe Africain ou amender dans

le sens de ce consensus tout projet de resolution demandant la reconduction

du mandat du Secretaire general aux termes de la resolution 309 (1972).


