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lKr. Burnup stated that, as he was going to Ljubljana in connectlon
with his UNRRA duties, he was asked by the Director of Administra-
tive Services in Belgrade to go on to Trieste and assist in moving . °
five jeeps into Yugoslavia from that place. While in Trieste the
first of thetwo American airplanes was shot down. The next day Mr.
Burnup returned to Ljubljana., He was very much interested in the
matter of the American airplane and approached the site and asked
permission to photograph it. He was told that this would be impos-
gible without permission of the Air Qfficer in charge to whom he
was directed. MlMr. Burnup presented himself to the Air Officer in
charge and requested permission to photograph the plane. Femmission
was refused. In the course of this incident ¥r. Burnup gawe his  «u/2<
name. He thinks beyond question that this incident served later to rQ'
direct suspicion upon him. While still in Ljubljana the second air :
plane was shot down and Mr. Burnup again was very interested in this
matter. He visited the general area where the airplane had fallen
but this time made no formal request and does not know whether in

. fact the Yugoslave authorities were aware of this incident.

fhru Burnup then left Ljubljana and while enroute to Belgrade suf-
fered an automobile accident, which gave him a severe goncuss%;gfgj~f3‘4ff
the brain and injured his right arm. Under medical advice he Worked
for a time on only one-half day basis. This gave him considerable s
leisure time and as he had always intended to read up on Yugoslavia _ (Meef 4«
as to its geography and economy, he went to the ldsemry End took out Jefe
a book written by the British Intelligence in 1943, an excellent el
work on the subject. He also took to his quarters during this time
a map of Yugoslavia which he had had at his office, this to facili-
tate his studies.
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About-this-td4me Mr. Burnup decided he would like to go fishing.

With an interpreter he went to the Ministry of the Interior and
asked for permission. He was given a letter to the game warden in
Bled. During this interview, the official with whom he talked in
the Ministry of the Interior, or his interpreter, lr. Burnup is not
sure which, drew a sketch giving directions as to how to find the
game warden in Bled. Llir. Burnup did make the fishing trip and after
visiting the game warden in Bled and receiving the necessary author-
ity, threw the sketch, which he had received in the Ministry of the
Interior, away.
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During the time wh;’é g; ;ﬁﬁartially incapacitated, and after re-
turning from his fESEARE AT Ur, Burnup received a letter through
the Army Post Office, . had been mailed in Trieste and in addition
to a communication for himself, enclosed a letter addressed to what
the writer said was his sister. The writer was entirely unkown to
Mr. Burnup. The writer of the letter requested Mr. Burnup to deliver
this to a friend of his sister with whom he had been unable to gain
contact, at one of two addresses, both of which were given. lMr.
Burnup went to one of the addresses and did not find the addressee
but on going to the second met a woman who said she was in fact the
writer's sister. Mr. Burnup accordingly left the letter in her DO 8=
session. This was on a Tuesday,

On the following Friday on arriving home about 1:00 a.m. Mr. Burnup
was taken into arrest by five Yugoslave police. He was lodged in a
Jail in the political prison in Belgrade. He was brought up for
questioning shortly after his incarceration but was merely asked if
he knew why he was under arrest., Mr. Burnup states that he replied
that he did not although he admits now that he strongly suspected
that it was on account of the letter. He states that he replied in
the negative because of his fear that he would compromise the writer's
sister unnecessarily.\/Mr. Burnup stated further that it is common
occurrence in Trieste’ to meet up with people who profess anxiety to
get in touch with their relatives and cannot do so through regular
channels. Mr, Burnup states that it is quite common that travelers
going into Belgrade agree to carry such mail, During the days that
followed Mr. Bumup was asked if he had ever made any topographical
sketches. He was questioned sharply on this. At first, he stated
that he probably had at some time or other in connection with his
Journeyings around Yugoslavia, but could not remember specific inci-
dents. This was,unsatisfactory and he was required to state quite
definitely /ga-t’s‘che had made sketches./” Mr, Burnup stated that he
féjaxi/”T%EIE_ﬁaﬁ'that the sketch of the Bled area, which was a strategic
0bfb ¢ * @area, and which he had thrown away, had been found and served to cast
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//r_' nef the_prisen—and teleem- to the Ministry of the Interior. ~He was given i s ’

Grtlitr ) ap onpewuibyelo shavedagiamigmmese, the first in five days. He M-a--ﬁ*-*;,?,};i"
Lf 4 A= A44nad had no soap, bed, toilet articles or %ﬁ;camenities while in 3 UIY Al
any ofeeleld prison. At the Ministry of the Interior members of UNRRA were gpfet
‘fAf?}Aﬁ permitted to talk to him. During the whole of his imprisonment the '
e line of questioning had been such as to implicate him in a spy ring.
Mr. Burnup stated categorically throughout his interrogation and
maintains now that he was entirely innocent of any espionage in
. Yugoslavia. Specifically he denied that he was a member of the 0.S.S.
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All of his activities which cast suspicion upon him were the re-
sult of his natural curiousity and of his innocent desire to help

an anxious brother. He admits, however, that his action in deliver-
ing a letter from an unknown writer to an unknown addressee in
Yugoslavia not only laid him open to suspicion of espionage, but
might even, in fact, make him the instrument of an espionage ser-
vice. In this respect Mr. Burnup feels that the Yugoslav Officials
were justified in being suspicious of him, particularly if, as the
Yugoslav Government later informed the Chief of the UNRRA Yugoslavia
Mission, the letter contained specific inquiries as to troop loca-
tions, strength, composition and dispositions.

Mr. Burnup stated that,during his interrogation by the Yugoslav
police, he was questioned closely on another matter. It appeared
that the police had information that when he (Burnup) called at

the second address to deliver the letter, he had asked the supposed
sister to match a photograph of the purported brother, which he had
in his possession. Mr. Burnup insisted and still insists that there
was no truth to this report. Such an action would of course have
been prima facie evidence of his connection with an espionage agency.
Mr., Burnup further states that upon being confronted by the purported
sister, who was alleged to have made the report, she retracted her
sto completely. - - __ -
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Shortly after being tmsessstothe Ministry of the Interior Mr. Burnup
was informed that he was to be released. He was pressed to sign a
statement that all of his personal effects had been returned to him.
This he sgreed to do only in respect of the articles he took with
him upon his arrest; he would only certify as to those effects in his
quarters after he had had a chance to check them. Mr. Burnup was
also pressed to sign a statement that his treatment while a prisoner
had been good. Despite pressure in this matter Mr. Burnup insisted
on stating the facts which were that he had not suffered personal
injuries or indignities but that his food and accommodations had

been poor: No bed, mattress or amenities and only a part of a blanket
in the way of bed clothes.

Mr. Burnup stated that he was amazed at his release as he had given
up all hope of ever leaving the prison alive.

Mr. Burnup stated that he desired to return to his home and take up
his regular occupation at the earliest possible time. He said,
however, that after reporting to the Director General in person he
would welcome the opportunity to confer with officials of the U, S.
State Department and the Central Intelligence Division as he wanted
very much the opportunity to clear himself of any suspicion that might
exist in those organizations. '
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My, Burnup stated that aside from the affects of his automobile ac-
cident, from which he still suffered to some extent, his general
health was excellent., He did want to be x-rayed, head and amm, toO
determine the extent of any injuries in his accident,

During the course of the interview Mr, Burnup seemed quite normal,
frank and open, He readily agreed that his action in delivering
the letter was a hazardous and unwise thing to have done.
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lowell W. Rooks
Deputy Director General
Chief Executive Officer
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