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Note to the Secretary-General 

Through Mr. Nambiar 
EXECUTIVE orc·c;o 

OF THE SEC~•- \~Y-Gc~EqAL 

Follow-up to your meeting with the Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
Guatemala: Guatemala-Belize territorial dispute and the Secretary-General's 

ICJ Trust Fund 

I refer to the Note to the File dated 4 June, a copy of which was 
received on 20 June 2007, which _prq~ict~~--~-~-ymmaryofyour meeting of 

. 3 June 2907 in Panama with the Minister for Forelgn .. 'Affairs-of Guatemala, 
H.E. Mr. Gert Rosenthal. The Note indicateS: that th-e_ Mini~f~}or. Fo-reign 
Affairs brought up the 114-year old territorial dispute between Guatemala 
and Belize, stating that said dispute: "had gone on fo·r-too .. long~ and - ·­
Guateinala was gradually coming around to. the idea of seeking settlement 
through the International Court of Justice (ICJ), although the option of 
arbitration had not been entirely ruled out. Discussions with Belize 
reg~rding the ICJ route were quite advancedarid-Gliaie-ma1a might come to 
'Hie UN within the next six months to seek funding through a special Trust 
Fund which existed to fund cases being taken to the Court". 

The Minister made no request for action on yourpart or for 
information buf'you-Iiidicat~-d-y~~- ~~uid look i~to the -statu-s ·c;{the Trust 
Fund. As -a point for follow-up, th-e Note states.thai."EOSG.'[i's]' t~ -look .. into 

·-current status and balance of UN Trust Fund used to assist Member States 
to take issues to International Court of Justice". What follows below is a 
description of the current status of the Trust Fund. 

The Office of Legal Affairs is the impleg1enting_Office for the Secretary­
General's Tru.stfriini:Tto71ssisi States in the Settlement of Disputes through 

~ -flie1iite_fuational Court of Justice (herein referred to as "the Trust Fund"). For 
each session of the de'I1eral Assembly, you issue a report on the Trust Fund 
as a document of the General Assembly circulated to all members. The 
latest report is found in document A/ 61 j 380 of 22 September 2006. The 
report of the upcoming session has been sent for issuance and is attached ~.,...,1 
for your information. ~ 

In the light of the information obtained from the Controller's office, 
the Trust Fund's total reserves-andfuncfbalances ~s-of'Jtiiy2.oo7 is 

__ USD 2:·4;i5,744 __ .. gg~ .i't shouid however be noted that two. a~~~d~ granted 
-s!nce the Trust 'fund's inception J:laY.~ no~ y~tJ:>een.. _pa!d, i.e., an award of 
USD 250,Qp0.00 granted to J?ots_~<;l,nain _19.97 and an award of 
~DsiY7oo,ooo.6(fgranted)q B~_nin and N.ig~r-~n_ 4Q04 (USD 350,000.00 
··each). Thus, once those awards are paid, a balance would-reimiin on 
us~ _1,~2~,~-~4:~~: c ; ~--:. ~··=-~---·--.-·· -~-~~:;~· 
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In addition, Djibouti recently presented an application for financial 
assistance in an amount of approximately USD 285,875.00 from the Trust 
Fund to defray the expenses incurred in the its pending case against France 
(Certain Questions of Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters). Consistent with 
the Revised Terms of Reference of the Trust Fund ("the ToRs"), a panel of 
experts has been set up to examine this request and is about to make an 
appropriate recommendation to you. Any amount granted to Djibouti would, 
of course, further reduce the available balance in the Trust Fund. 

Further to the Minister's suggestion that "Guatemala may come to the 
UN within the next six months to seek funding through [the Trust Fund]", 
we should also underline that, under paragraph 6 of the ToRs, "[t]he 
purpose of the Fund is to provide financial assist~nce to States for expenses 

incUrred in c onnection .w!ili:·(aTA. dispute submitted to- the intel:natillnaT 
Court of Justice under ArtiCle 40, paragraph 1, of its Statute; [ ... ] or (b) The 
execution of a Judgment of the International Court of Justice". Consistent 
with the ToRs, States may request financial assistance from the Trust Fund 
if either of these requirements is fulfilled. 

To our knowledge, no application instituting proceedings in relation to 
the territorial dispute with Bellze referred to by the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of Guatemala has so far been submitted to the International Court of 
,J~s~i_ce. As no specific-requ~~i was ~ade by the Minister, and Guaiema1a ~ 
receives your annual reports, we would suggest a "low profile" approach so 
as not to appear as interjecting the Organization in_ tlie-ongciing discussions 
petween the parties in regards to the particular mode or-settlement of . 
dispute to be agreed on. Tl1~~, _we would propose. ~hat this Office orally 1 

. convey to the Permanent Mis,_s.~on th~ current_~~~-ua· t. i .. ~.l2 _ .~~!J::.. r~ga:r.~ ~o th,.e.. I /Jb~ 
Trust Fund and offer to provide whatever assistance and information that 
the Government might find appropriate. · ·· ·· ·.. .. · ·· · · .. ';::::---

cc. Mr. Michel ojr 
Mr. Sach 
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Note to Mr. Johnson 

Re: Follow-up to meeting with the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Guatemala 

In reference to your note of 9 August regarding meeting of the Secretary-General 
with the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Guatemala, please be informed that the 
Secretary-General concurs with your proposal to orally convey to the Permanent Mission 
of Guatemala the current situation with regard to the ICJ Trust Fund. 

We understand that the information was in the meantime provided orally to the 
Mission by your office. 

Thank you. 
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