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Note to Ms. M�lcorra . . . . . . . 

PRESIDENT KENYAlTA'S VISIT TO UNON 

1. On 15 April 2.013, President Kenyatta visited UNON to attend the opening of the UN-Habitat 
Governing Council session. This marked his first multilateral event since his inauguration as 

President last week. 

2. During his ad-dress to the opening session, President Kenyatta made several references to 

Kenya's support to the United Nations and to the importance of a strong UN presence in Kenya. 

He reaffirmed the pledge of support to the United Nations Office at Nairobi made by former 
President Kibaki, indicating that his Government was "ready to provide more resources for the 
construction of facilities that can host an expanded diplomatic corps and U N operations". He 
committed to fully support the work of the UN and expressed his Government's desire to 

maintain Nairobi's position as "the central hub of the United Nations system in the developing 
world." 

3 . President Kenvatta also gave his assurance that his Government would provide all the 
support needed to enabte UN-Habitat and UNEP to more effectively futffll their respective 
mandates. He applauded the decision to strengthen and upgrade UNEP to universal 
membership and expressed hope that consideration would be given to a similar universal 
membership arrangement for UN-Habitat's Governing Council. 

4. Stressing the importance of global partnerships to resolve common challenges, President 
Kenyatta said that his Government ''will abide by the rules of international cooperation and will 
act as a champion of the pr,inciple of sovereign equality amongst all members, in the 
expectation that this will be reciprocated." 

5. In my own remarks to the Governing Council earlier in the opening session, l congratulated 
President Kenyatta, on behalf of the United Nations family in Kenya, on his election and 

remarked that his presence at the meeting, only a few days after his inauguration as President, 

was a testament to the enduring partnership between Kenya and the United Nations 

Organization. I stated that the people and Government of Kenya were to be commended for 
the pea<:eful and orderly manner in which the 2013 Kenyan elections were conducted, as this 
marked a key milestone in Kenya's consolidation of democracy and the implementation of the 
country's new Constitution. 
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effective and efficient. I also delivered the Secretary-General's message to the Governing 
Council session. 

cc: Mr. Takasu 
Mr. Feltman 
Mr. Graisse 
Mr. Clos 
Mr. Steiner 

2 

fP
� 

---�ork Zewde 
17 April 2013 


