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Kieran Prendergast
Under-Secretary-General

for Political Affairs

Opening of the 2004 session of the Committee on the
Exercise of thjlnalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People

Please find attached a memorandum from the Chief of the Division for Palestinian
Rights concerning the opening of the 2004 session of the Committee on the Exercise_of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, with its enclosure.

I should appreciate it if you would kindly advise me of a date for this meeting that
would be convenient for the Secretary-General. I will proposejo accompany the Secretary-
General, as in previous years.
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Encl.

Mr. Turk
Ms. Lindenmayer
Mr. M011er
Mr. Gourov
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Mr. Kieran Prendergast
Under-Secretary-General

for Political Affairs

DATE: 20 January 2004

REFERENCE:.

Mr. Danilo Turk
Assistant Secretary-General

for Political Affairs

Yuri Gourov, Chief/f
Division for Palestinian Rights

SUBJECT:
OBJET:

Opening of the 2004 session of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People

1. I would like to inform you that the first meeting of the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People in the year 2004 is scheduled to take place
tentatively towards the end of the second week of February, subject to the availability of the
Secretary-General. In this regard, I should appreciate it if you would kindly advise this Division
on the exact date for holding such a meeting that would be convenient for the Secretary-General.
The main purpose of the meeting is to open formally the 2004 session of the Committee and to
elect its Bureau. The Committee will also adopt its programme of work for the year. The
composition of the Bureau has remained unchanged since 1976 (Senegal as Chairman,
Afghanistan and Cuba as Vice-Chairmen and Malta as Rapporteur). As you are aware,
Ambassadors Fall of Senegal and Parrilla of Cuba have completed their tour of duty in New
York and have recently returned to their capitals. The new ambassadors of Senegal and Cuba are
yet to present their credentials to the Secretary-General.

2. The meeting is traditionally opened by the Secretary-General, who acts as interim
Chairman until after the election. After the Chairman of the Committee takes the chair, the
Secretary-General will make a statement. Statements will also be made by the Chairman of the
Committee and the Permanent Observer of Palestine. The meeting will then be briefly recessed
to enable the Secretary-General to leave the room. Kindly advise whether you will accompany
the Secretary-General, as in previous years.



3. I enclose for your signature a draft memorandum addressed to Mr. Iqbal Riza, as well as
the provisional agenda of the meeting. A draft statement to be delivered by the Secretary-
General at the above meeting will be forwarded to you in due course.

Encl.

Ms. Lindenmayer
Mr. M011er




